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Objectives: The phytochemicals in the aerial parts of Euphorbia paralias (also known as 
Sea Spurge) and their anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial activities were investigated.
Methods: The methanolic extract was characterized using GC-MS and HPLC techniques. 
The anti-inflammatory feature was estimated through a Human Red Blood Cell (HRBC) 
membrane stabilization technique, while the antimicrobial feature was evaluated by the 
disc diffusion agar technique, minimum bactericidal concentration, and minimum inhibi-
tory concentration (MIC) via micro-broth dilution method.
Results: The GC/MS results demonstrated the existence of various phytochemicals, such 
as n-hexadecenoic acid, cis-11-eicosenoic acid, and methyl stearate, recognized for their 
anti-inflammatory and antibacterial features. The similarity of the phytochemical com-
position with other Euphorbia species emphasizes the genus-wide similarity. The anti-
inflammatory activity exhibited a noteworthy inhibitory effect comparable to the reference 
drug indomethacin. The extract’s antimicrobial potential was tested against a range of 
microorganisms, demonstrating significant action against Gram-positive bacteria and Can-
dida albicans. The quantification of total phenolics and flavonoids further supported the 
therapeutic potential of the extract.
Conclusion: The methanolic extract from E. paralias emerges as a successful natural 
source of important active constituents with potential applications as anti-inflammatory 
and antimicrobial agents. This research provides a first step to valorize Euphorbia paralias  
insights as a source of worthwhile phytochemicals that have potential applications in the 
pharmaceutical industry.
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INTRODUCTION

Euphorbia paralias belongs to the family Euphorbiaceae, 
assessed for its production of phenolics, glycosides, and ac-
tive metabolites. Flourishing in maritime sands, this species is 
commonly found along the coast, spanning the Mediterranean 
basin and some European countries. Euphorbia species, includ-

ing E. paralias, have been described in the literature for their 
importance in treating gastrointestinal diseases such as diarrhea 
[1] and liver diseases [2]. Additionally, E. paralias has shown 
anticancer potential against pancreatic, colon, and lung cancers, 
besides antioxidant activity [3].

Inflammation is a crucial biological response induced by im-
mune system cells; however, overexpression of inflammatory 
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mediators released by immune cells destroys healthy tissues [4]. 
Current anti-inflammatory drugs, particularly non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs, may cause peptic ulcers [5], renal tox-
icity, and electrolyte imbalance [6]. Phytochemicals have been 
explored for their anti-inflammatory activities in preventing 
tissue damage [4].

Infectious diseases are caused by microorganisms [7] and are 
a major cause of morbidity and mortality in patients; therefore, 
the treatment of infectious diseases is crucial. Several factors 
affect the treatment of infectious diseases: for instance, anti-
microbial drug resistance, for example, methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus [8]; and antimicrobial adverse effects [9], 
such as tetracycline-induced growth inhibition in children and 
deposition of tetracyclines in bones and teeth [10]. Another 
class of antibiotics, fluoroquinolones, are associated with tendi-
nopathies, cardiotoxicity, and neurotoxicity [11].

Plant phytochemicals are a source of effective anti-inflam-
matory and antimicrobial compounds. Euphorbia helioscopia 
extract has been investigated for its antimicrobial activity [12]. 
Therefore, E. paralias extract may also have antimicrobial ef-
fects, but with reduced potential for the development of bacte-
rial resistance and adverse effects.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

1. Methanolic crude extract

The aerial parts of E. paralias were gathered from the coast of 
North Egypt, and the preparation of crude E. paralias methano-
lic extract was carried out according to our previous research [3].

2. Gas chromatography–mass spectrometry

An ISQLT single-quadrupole mass spectrometer was con-
nected to a Thermo Scientific TRACE 1310 gas chromatograph 
(Thermo Fisher Scientific; Waltham, MA, USA). The column 
was a DB5-MS, inner diameter of 0.25 mm, and length of 30 m 
(J&W Scientific; Folsom, CA, USA); the ionization voltage was 
70 eV, and an electron ionization mode was applied. The temper-
ature program was: 40℃ for 3 min, 280℃ for 5 min, 5℃/min to 
290℃ (maintained for 1 min), and static at 7.5℃/min thereafter. 
The injected volume of the E. paralias methanolic extract was 
1 μL. The temperature of the injector was 200℃ and that of the 
detector was 300℃. The flow rate of the carrier gas was 1 mL/
min. The Wiley and NIST mass spectral databases were used to 

identify the chemical compounds in the E. paralias methanolic 
extract [13].

3. Anti-inflammatory activity

1) Human red blood cell membrane stabilization
Red blood cell and lysosomal membranes share the same 

characteristics regarding membrane lysis and content release 
when exposed to phenylhydrazine, methyl salicylate, heat, or 
hypotonic medium. Indomethacin inhibits the lysis of lyso-
somal membranes, and the release of lysosomal enzymes from 
lysosomes. Therefore, the human red blood cell (HRBC) mem-
brane stabilization technique was applied to estimate the anti-
inflammatory properties of E. paralias, by comparing the ability 
of E. paralias versus indomethacin (positive control) to prevent 
HRBC membrane lysis in a hypotonic solution [14].

2) Preparation of erythrocyte suspension
A total of 3 mL of fresh whole blood was drawn into hepa-

rinized tubes from a volunteer who had not used any pain-
killers for 2 weeks before the trial. To ensure the absence of 
hematologic diseases a complete blood count was performed. 
Thereafter, the tubes were centrifuged for 10 min at 3,000 rpm. 
Normal saline was added to solubilize the red blood cell pellets. 
Both the supernatant and normal saline volumes were equal. 
An isotonic buffer solution (1.15 g of disodium phosphate, 9 g 
of sodium chloride, 0.2 g of 10 mM monosodium phosphate, 
and pH 7.4 in 1 L of distilled water) was used to reconstitute 
the dissolved pellets of red blood cells as 40% v/v suspension. 
Finally, this suspension was subjected to an anti-inflammatory 
assay [15, 16].

3) Hemolysis triggered by hypotonicity
The E. paralias methanolic extract (1 mg) was dissolved in 

5 mL of hypotonic solution. A series of extract concentrations 
(100 to 1,000 μg/mL) was prepared and added to duplicate pairs 
(per dose) of centrifuge tubes. Additionally, 1 mg of extract was 
dissolved in 5 mL of isotonic solution, and the extract doses 
(100-1,000 μg/mL) were added to duplicate pairs (per dose) of 
centrifuge tubes. A total of 5 mL of the hypotonic solution and 
5 mL of indomethacin (200 μg/mL) were added to the refer-
ence tubes. Each tube was loaded with 100 μL of the previously 
prepared erythrocyte suspension and mixed. The mixtures were 
centrifuged at 1,300 rpm for 3 min and incubated for 1 hour 
at 37℃. The supernatant (hemoglobin) was decanted, and the 
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absorbance (optical density; OD) was measured using a Milton 
Roy Spectronic spectrophotometer at 540 nm [15, 16]. The he-
molysis inhibition percentage in the presence of the extract was 
computed using the following equation:

% inhibition of hemolysis = 1 –(OD2 – OD1 ) × 100%
OD3 – OD1

where OD1 = test sample absorbance in isotonic solution; OD2 
= test sample absorbance in hypotonic solution; and OD3 = 
control sample absorbance in a hypotonic solution. The sample 
dose needed to prevent 50% of red blood cells from hemolyzing 
under the test conditions is known as the IC50 value.

4. Antimicrobial activity

1) Microbiologic media and microbial strains
The antimicrobial activity of the test samples was investi-

gated against a panel of microorganisms, including bacteria and 
a yeast strain. The bacterial strains included Bacillus subtilis 
(ATCC 6633), S. aureus (ATCC 6538), Enterococcus faecalis 
(ATCC 10541), Escherichia coli (ATCC 8739), Klebsiella pneu-
moniae (ATCC 13883), and Salmonella typhi (ATCC 6539). 
Additionally, antifungal activities were evaluated using Candida 
albicans (ATCC 10221). Muller-Hinton broth, Sabouraud’s 
dextrose agar, and trypticase soy yeast broth were obtained 
from Himedia Ltd (Mumbai, India). All microbial strains were 
attained from the ATCC (Rockville, MD, USA). Gentamicin 
and fluconazole, in the form of sterile soluble solutions, were 
acquired as pharmaceutical preparations from a community 
pharmacy as Garamycin (Schering-Plough; Kenilworth, NJ, 
USA), and fluconazole (Pfizer; New York, NY, USA), respec-
tively.

2) Agar well diffusion
Investigation of the antimicrobial properties of the E. 

paralias methanolic extract employed the agar well diffusion 
method. Muller-Hinton agar plates were the testing medium for 
the tested bacterial strains, while Sabouraud’s dextrose agar was 
used for C. albicans. After surface inoculation with the test mi-
croorganisms, holes were aseptically created in the agar plates, 
giving wells with diameters of 6-8 mm, using a sterile Cork-
Borer tube. Subsequently, 50 μL of the methanolic extract was 
introduced into each well. The agar plates were then incubated 
under conditions tailored to the specific requirements of each 

test microorganism. The inoculum suspension was adjusted to 
achieve semi-confluent growth on the agar plate surface, and 
plates were inoculated within 15 min of this adjustment. Fol-
lowing even streaking of the entire dried agar surface in three 
different directions, the agar was allowed to dry for no more 
than 15 min. The incubation time was set to 16-18 hours for 
the test microorganisms. The diameter of the inhibition zone 
surrounding each well was then obtained at the point of promi-
nent growth reduction. In cases of insufficient growth at the 
recommended times, the agar plates were re-incubated and re-
evaluated, thus ensuring comprehensive and accurate assess-
ment of the antimicrobial activity of the methanolic extract [17]. 
Suitable positive-control agents were used for each test micro-
organism: gentamicin for bacterial species; and fluconazole for 
fungal species.

3)  Minimum inhibitory concentration and minimum 
bactericidal concentration

Minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) and minimum 
bactericidal concentration (MBC) for the E. paralias methano-
lic extract were measured using a sterile 96-well plate broth mi-
crodilution method, following the standard procedure outlined 
in CLSI ISO 20776-1. The 96-well plates were sterile, optically 
clear plates with either round or conical bottoms, each contain-
ing a final volume of 200 μL. For preparing the microdilution 
plates, intermediate twofold dilutions of the E. paralias metha-
nolic extract were volumetrically prepared in sterile Muller-
Hinton broth (Sabouraud’s dextrose broth for the yeast strain). 
The dilutions were performed in a laminar airflow cabinet to 
ensure aseptic conditions [17].

For the preparation of inoculum, the technique of direct 
colony suspension was used. Isolated colonies were chosen 
from an 18- to 24-hour agar plate using a suitable growth me-
dium for each test strain. The suspension was adjusted to attain 
turbidity equivalent to a 0.5 McFarland standard, resulting in an 
inoculum containing about 1 to 2 × 108 colony-forming units 
(CFU)/mL. The adjusted inoculum suspension was diluted in 
sterile water or broth within 15 min to reach a final inoculum 
concentration of approximately 5 × 105 CFU/mL [17]. Each well 
of the microdilution tray was inoculated with 5 μL of prepared 
inoculum suspension. Inoculated microdilution 96-well plates 
were incubated at a controlled temperature of 35 ± 2℃ for 16-
20 hours in an ambient air incubator. To prevent desiccation, 
each plate was securely sealed with a well-fitting plastic cover 
before incubation [17].
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The lowest dose of antimicrobial that completely prevents 
growth of the target microorganism in the microdilution wells 
is known as the MIC. The MIC values were estimated through 
visual examination for the presence or absence of growth, aided 
by appropriate viewing devices as required. The validity of each 
test was confirmed by observing acceptable growth (turbidity) 
in the growth-control wells [17].

MBC values were determined by sampling wells where no 
visible growth was observed after incubation at a suitable tem-
perature. The presence of viable cells was then assessed. The 
concentration at which no colonies were detected was consid-
ered the MBC value [17].

4) Antibiofilm activity
The antibiofilm assay was executed through a microtiter 

plate assay to assess the impact of E. paralias methanolic ex-
tract on biofilm formation by the test microorganisms. In each 
well of the 96-well polystyrene flat-bottom plates, 300 μL of 
inoculated fresh trypticase soy yeast broth with a final concen-
tration of 106 CFU/mL was dispensed. The cultures were then 
incubated at 37℃ for 48 hours and exposed to previously de-
termined sublethal concentrations (75%, 50%, and 25% of the 
MBC). Control wells were also incorporated, including wells 
with medium only, without extracts, and with methanol only. 
Post-incubation, supernatant removal, and thorough washing 
of each well with sterile double-distilled water were performed 
to eliminate the planktonic cells. The plates were allowed 
to complete drying of the remaining liquid before staining. 
Subsequently, the formed biofilm was stained with a diluted 
concentration of aqueous solution of crystal violet (0.1%), and 
the staining time was set for 15 min. After staining, excess dye 
was eliminated from each plate by washing it three times with 
sterile distilled water. The crystal violet dye bound to the walls 
of each 96-well plate was solubilized by adding a volume (250 
μL) of 95% ethanol to each well. Following incubation for 15 
min, optical densities were recorded by a microplate reader at a 
wavelength of either 570 or 600 nm [17]. The biofilm inhibition 
ability of the sample was then determined using the following 
formula:

Biofilm 
inhibition (%) = (1 –

Sample absorbance- 
Blank absorbance ) × 100Control absorbance-
Blank absorbance

5. Statistical analyses

The data are presented as mean ± standard deviation (SD). 
The data for anti-inflammatory activity of the E. paralias extract 
and the indomethacin positive control were compared using an 
unpaired t-test. The level of statistical significance is indicated 
by: nsp > 0.5; **p > 0.01; and ****p > 0.001. The hemolysis in-
hibition percentage, MIC to MBC ratio, and the percentage of 
biofilm inhibition were computed using an Excel spreadsheet 
version 2019 (Microsoft; Redmond, WA, USA).

RESULTS

1. Gas chromatography–mass spectrometry

The results for various chemical compounds in the E. 
paralias methanolic extract are shown in Table 1 and Fig. 1. 
These compounds belonged to different chemical classes: 
monosaccharide derivatives, organic aromatic compounds, 
monoterpenoids, fatty acids and fatty acid esters, flavonoids, 
and miscellaneous compounds. The compound with the 
highest relative intensity was the fatty acid n-hexadecanoic 
acid (41.20%), followed by the fatty acid methyl esters methyl 
stearate (7.99%) and methyl hexadecanoic acid (7.59%). The 
E. paralias methanol extract also contained small amounts of 
other fatty acid esters: for example, glycidyl palmitate (3.19%); 
9,12,15-octadecatrienoic acid methyl ester (0.47%); and hexa-
decanoic acid 2,3-dihydroxypropyl ester (0.51%). In contrast, 
the lowest percentage was for the fatty acid cis-11-eicosenoic 
acid (0.45%). Also, the plant extract contained the triglyceride 
triacetin (5.21%). Further, the analysis showed the existence 
of the vitamin C derivative l-(+)-ascorbic acid 2,6-dihexadec-
anoate (0.53%). Organic compounds such as cinnamaldehyde 
(2.57%) and cinnamaldehyde dimethyl acetal (1.18%) were also 
detected in the E. paralias extract. Other components such as 
the flavonoid 4H-1-benzopyran-4-one (1.84%), aryl aldehyde 
2-furancarboxaldehyde (3.17%), (Z)-3-phenylacrylaldehyde 
(4.55%), and the fatty acid amid 9-octadecenamide (2.17%) 
were also found in the E. paralias extract.

2. Anti-inflammatory activity

The E. paralias methanolic extract revealed membrane sta-
bilization for HRBCs compared with indomethacin. At concen-
trations of 800 μg/mL of E. paralias extract and indomethacin, 
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the hemolysis inhibition percentages were 96.3 ± 0.007% and 
96.6 ± 0.004%, respectively; therefore, there was no statistically 
significant difference between the anti-inflammatory effects of 
E. paralias and indomethacin (Table 2 and Fig. 2). This indi-
cates that E. paralias may have anti-inflammatory activity.

3. Antimicrobial activity

1) Disc agar diffusion assay
The antimicrobial activity of E. paralias was investigated via 

the disc diffusion agar assay (Fig. 3), which revealed distinct 

Table 1. Compounds characterization in methanol extract by GC-MS

No.
Chemical

compounds

Molecular 
weight
(g/mol)

Molecular 
formula

Category
Retention

time 
(min)

Relative 
abundance 

%

1 Glucuronamide 193 C6H11NO6 Monosaccharide derivative 6.12 0.51

2 2-Furancarboxaldehyde (furfural) 96 C5H4O2 Aryl-aldehydes 23.17 3.17

3 (Z)-3-Phenylacrylaldehyde 132 C9H8O Miscellaneous compounds 24.48 4.55

4 Cinnamaldehyde 132 C9H8O Organic aromatic compound 25.07 2.57

5 Triacetin 218 C9H14O6 Triglyceride 28.7 5.21

6 4-Hexen-1-ol,5-methyl-2-(1-methylethenyl)-
(Lavandulol)

154 C10H18O Monoterpenoid alcohol 30.91 1.2

7 Cinnamaldehyde dimethyl acetal 178 C11H14O2 Organic aromatic compound 31.42 1.18

8 9,12,15-Octadecatrienoic acid, methyl ester 292 C19H32O2 Fatty acid methyl ester 34.1 0.47

9 4-(2,4,4-Trimethyl-cyclo hexa-1,5-dienyl)-but-3-
en-2-one

190 C13H18O New chemical entity 40.09 0.83

10 Hexadecanoic acid methyl ester 270 C17H34O2 Methyl esters of fatty acid 51.41 7.59

11 n-Hexadecanoic acid 256 C16H32O2 Long-chain fatty acids 53.15 41.2

12 l-(+)-Ascorbic acid 2,6- dihexadecanoate 652 C38H68O8 Vitamin C derivatives 56.15 0.53

13 Methyl stearate 396 C27H56O Fatty acid methyl ester 57.74 7.99

14 Cis-11-Eicosenoic acid 310 C20H38O2 Long-chain fatty acids 60.24 0.45

15 Hexadecanoic acid 2,3-dihydroxypropyl ester 330 C19H38O4 Fatty acid ester 61.62 0.51

16 Glycidyl palmitate 312 C19H36O3 Fatty acid ester 63.21 3.19

17 9-octadecenamide 281 C18H35NO Fatty amid 64.71 2.17

18 4H-1-benzopyran-4-one 164 C9H6O2 Flavonoids 70.39 1.84

Figure 1. The GC-MS chromatogram of E. 
Paralias methanolic extract.

https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
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https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
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patterns of susceptibility among the tested strains. The Gram-
positive species E. faecalis and B. subtilis displayed notable sus-
ceptibility, with observed zones of inhibition of 36 mm and 33 
mm, respectively. In comparison, S. aureus exhibited a slightly 
smaller zone of inhibition (19 mm). E. coli and K. pneumoniae 
showed moderate susceptibility, with inhibition zones of 18 mm 
and 21 mm, respectively. S. typhi demonstrated a significant 
zone of inhibition, measuring 26 mm. Additionally, the yeast C. 
albicans displayed an inhibition zone of 19 mm.

2) MIC to MBC ratio
Fig. 4 shows the MBC/MIC ratios for E. paralias methanolic 

extract against the tested microorganisms. E. coli had a ratio of 
1.0, while the E. paralias extract displayed varying levels of effi-
cacy against different microorganisms. For instance, E. faecalis 
had a ratio of 3.5, B. subtilis 2.5, S. aureus 2.0, K. pneumoniae 
1.0, and S. typhi 2.0.

3) Antibiofilm activity
The antibiofilm activity of the E. paralias extract is depicted 

in Fig. 5. At 75%, 50%, and 25% MBC, biofilm inhibition 
ranged from 85-95%, 75-90%, and 65-80%, respectively, for dif-
ferent bacteria. The E. paralias extract demonstrated substantial 
antibiofilm activity across all tested concentrations and bacte-
rial strains (Supplementary Materials).

DISCUSSION

In the current study, gas chromatography–mass spectrom-
etry (GC-MS) identified several classes of phytochemicals in 
the E. paralias extract with potential anti-inflammatory and an-

timicrobial properties. The major constituent in the E. paralias 
extract was n-hexadecenoic acid, a fatty acid associated with 
anti-inflammatory and antibacterial activity [18]. Another fatty 
acid found in the extract and known to possess antimicrobial 
properties was cis-11-eicosenoic acid [19]. The fatty acid meth-
yl ester 9,12,15-octadecatrienoic was also identified and report-
ed to possess anti-inflammatory activity [20]. Methyl stearate, 
a fatty acid ester with anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial ef-
fects, was also detected in the extract [21], as was hexadecanoic 
acid methyl ester [22, 23]. Further, hexadecanoic acid 2,3-di-
hydroxypropyl ester, a fatty acid ester with antibacterial effects 
[24], and 9-octadecenamide, a fatty amide with anti-inflamma-
tory and antimicrobial activity [25], were identified. Cinnamal-
dehyde, which possesses anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial 
activity, was also identified [26, 27], as were 2-furancarboxal-
dehyde [28] and (Z)-3-phenylacrylaldehyde [29], which have 
antimicrobial effects. Additionally, l-(+)-ascorbic acid 2,6- di-
hexadecanoate has been associated with anti-inflammatory and 
antibacterial properties [30, 31]. However, the monoterpenoid 
alcohol 4-hexen-1-ol, 5-methyl-2-(1-methylethenyl)-acetate, 
and the flavonoid 4H-1-benzopyran-4-one have not yet been 
biologically assessed for therapeutic potential.

The results of the HRBC membrane stabilization assay 
demonstrated that the E. paralias methanolic extract (versus 
indomethacin) had anti-inflammatory properties at 800 μg/
mL. These data are consistent with an anti-inflammatory study 
in which Euphorbia cuneate methanol extract 1,000 μg/mL 
showed considerable HRBC membrane stabilization [32]. Ad-
ditionally, the anti-inflammatory activity of Euphorbia retusa 
was investigated in carrageenan-induced paw edema in mice: 

Table 2. Hemolysis inhibition by E. paralias and indomethacin

Concentrations
(μg/mL)

Hemolysis inhibition by 
E. paralias (%)

Hemolysis inhibition by 
indomethacin (%)

1,000 98.9 ± 0.004ns 98.6 ± 0.004

800 96.3 ± 0.007ns 96.2 ± 0.004

600 92.9 ± 0.006** 94.6 ± 0.004

400 89.9 ± 0.002**** 93.4 ± 0.003

200 85.1 ± 0.001**** 92.5 ± 0.005

100 80.9 ± 0.004**** 91.6 ± 0.003

These results are represented as mean ± SD. nsp > 0.5; **p > 0.01; 
****p > 0.001 shows significant changes in relation to indomethacin. 
A t-test was applied to compare the E. paralias and positive control 
indomethacin.

Figure 2. Percentage of hemolysis inhibition at different concentra-
tions of E. paralias and indomethacin.
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the inflammatory mediator malondialdehyde was significantly 
decreased in paw tissues, and the activity of superoxide dis-
mutase, an antioxidant enzyme, was increased in paw and liver 
tissues compared to paracetamol [33]. Therefore, this study may 
support our anti-inflammatory findings for E. paralias. The 
9,12,15-octadecatrienoic acid methyl ester and hexadecanoic 
acid methyl ester were identified in Euphorbia dracunculoides 
by GC-MS analysis [34]. These compounds were also detected 
by the GC-MS analysis in our study (Table 1). E. dracuncu-
loides also significantly decreased carrageenan-induced paw 
edema in rats compared to diclofenac sodium (positive control) 

[34]. Therefore, the same identified compounds in E. dracun-
culoides and E. paralias, and the anti-inflammatory effect of E. 
dracunculoides, may support the potential anti-inflammatory 
effect of E. paralias in this study.

The E. paralias extract had significant antimicrobial features, 
particularly against Gram-positive bacteria. In disc diffusion 
assays, clear inhibition zones were observed for E. faecalis and 
B. subtilis, while S. typhi also showed noteworthy inhibition 
(26 mm). The MBC/MIC ratios indicated varied bactericidal/
bacteriostatic effects. E. coli demonstrated a potent MBC/MIC 
ratio of 1.0, indicating nearly identical inhibitory and killing 

Figure 3. Antimicrobial activity of the 
methanolic extract from E. paralais 
against various gram-positive bacteria, 
gram-negative bacteria, and a yeast 
test microorganism. Zones of inhibition, 
measured in millimeters, are displayed 
with corresponding standard deviations 
(a). Selected examples (b-f) include S. 
aureus, E. faecalis, E. coli, K. pneumoni-
ae, and E. faecalis. The experiment was 
conducted using the disc agar method, 
with each plate containing a test well 
(methanolic extract), a negative control 
well, and a positive control well (genta-
micin for bacterial species and flucon-
azole for C. albicans) for comparative.
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concentrations. Conversely, E. faecalis (3.5) and B. subtilis (2.5) 
had higher ratios, suggesting bacteriostatic effects.

Further, our results suggested diverse bactericidal efficacy 
among the test microorganisms. K. pneumoniae and E. coli ex-
hibited remarkable susceptibility, with an MBC/MIC ratio near 
1.0, indicating similar concentrations for killing and inhibition. 
In contrast, C. albicans presented the highest ratio, at 4.0, sig-
nifying a fourfold greater antibiotic concentration for complete 
eradication versus growth inhibition. E. faecalis and S. aureus 
also had elevated ratios, indicating moderate resistance and 
probably requiring a greater concentration of the E. paralias 
methanolic extract to achieve higher suppression. Intriguingly, 
S. typhi had an intermediate ratio.

Notably, the extract demonstrated consistent antibiofilm 
activity across several bacterial strains (at 75%-25% MBC), 
underscoring the extract’s potential as an effective antibacte-
rial agent. These findings align with previous research on the 
Euphorbiaceae family. Amtaghri et al. [35] reported diverse 
antimicrobial and antifungal activity for Euphorbia spp., and 
these authors also reported the use of members of this genus 
(e.g., Euphorbia rayleana) in traditional medicine. Studies on 
Euphorbia hirta and Euphorbia fusiformis, by Natarajan et al. 
[36] and Sudhakar et al. [37], respectively, showed that anti-
microbial activity varied according to the species, extraction 
solvents, and plant parts studied. Additionally, studies using 
the dilution method reported diverse MIC values (0.125 to 1 

Figure 5. The percentage of inhibition 
of three different concentrations of 
methanolic extract of E. paralias against 
each of the test microorganisms used in 
the antibiofilm activity experiment. Each 
reading shown in the figure is the aver-
age of duplicate experiments.

Figure 4. MBC/MIC ratio recorded 
for the E. paralias methanolic extract 
against tested bacterial and fungal 
strains. Each reading for the MBC or MIC 
shown in the figure represents the aver-
age of duplicate experiments.
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mg/mL) for various extracts of E. hirta against bacterial strains 
[38]. Interestingly, a study conducted by Hlila et al. [39] in 2017 
demonstrated that the antibacterial actions of chloroform and 
acetone extracts of E. paralias gathered from north Tunisia were 
significant against Pseudomonas aeruginosa and B. subtilis; and 
a methanolic extract of E. paralias also showed antimicrobial 
efficacy, particularly against the Gram-positive bacterium B. 
subtilis; therefore, these findings may suggest that E. paralias 
contains a diverse range of compounds that could be effective 
against microorganisms.

CONCLUSIONS

E. paralias methanolic extract was analyzed by GC-MS 
and high-performance liquid chromatography techniques, 
revealing a rich composition of phytochemicals with poten-
tial anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial properties. Notable 
compounds, such as n-hexadecenoic acid, cis-11-eicosenoic 
acid, and methyl stearate, were identified, and are known for 
their anti-inflammatory and antibacterial effects. The identified 
compounds aligned with those reported in other Euphorbia 
spp., confirming the consistency of phytochemical composi-
tion within the genus. The HRBC membrane stabilization assay 
substantiated the anti-inflammatory potential of the extract, 
supporting conventional uses for pain and inflammation man-
agement. Overall, this study provides valuable knowledge on 
the anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial activity, and potential 
therapeutic applications, of E. paralias.

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

The authors declare that they have no conflict of interest.

FUNDING

This research did not receive any specific grant from funding 
agencies in the public, commercial, or not-for-profit sectors.

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

Supplementary data is available at https://doi.org/10.3831/
KPI.2024.27.3.223.

ORCID

Ahmed Mohamed Mohamed Youssef, 
   https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3299-6047
Thabet Hasan Ahmad Althneibat,  
   https://orcid.org/0009-0005-3588-404X
Doaa Ahmed Mohamed Maaty, 
   https://orcid.org/0009-0000-5310-7571
Yasser Gaber, https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2244-4406

REFERENCES

1. Atta AH, Mouneir SM. Evaluation of some medicinal plant ex-
tracts for antidiarrhoeal activity. Phytother Res. 2005;19(6):481-
5.

2. Ghani AEA, El-Toumy SA, l-Dougdoug WIA, Mansour AM, 
Hassan WHB, Hassan HM. Chemical profile and hepatoprotec-
tive activity of ethyl acetate extracts of euphorbia paralias and 
euphorbia geniculata (euphorbiaceae) from Egypt. Pharmacogn 
J. 2020;12(4):762-70.

3. Youssef AMM, Althneibat TH, Maaty DAM, Hujran TAA, Al-
Saraireh YM. Bioactive compounds and profiling of anticancer 
and antioxidant activities of Euphorbia paralias L. family Eu-
phorbiaceae. J Pharm Pharmacogn Res. 2024;12(4):786-99.

4. Choi SS, Lee SH, Lee KA. A comparative study of hesperetin, 
hesperidin and hesperidin glucoside: antioxidant, anti-inflam-
matory, and antibacterial activities in vitro. Antioxidants (Basel). 
2022;11(8):1618.

5. Rahme E, Bernatsky S. NSAIDs and risk of lower gastrointesti-
nal bleeding. Lancet. 2010;376(9736):146-8.

6. Murray MD, Brater DC. Renal toxicity of the nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs. Annu Rev Pharmacol Toxicol. 1993;33:435-
65.

7. Barreto ML, Teixeira MG, Carmo EH. Infectious diseases epide-
miology. J Epidemiol Community Health. 2006;60(3):192-5.

8. Hassoun A, Linden PK, Friedman B. Incidence, prevalence, and 
management of MRSA bacteremia across patient populations-a 
review of recent developments in MRSA management and treat-
ment. Crit Care. 2017;21(1):211.

9. Yang Q, Gao Y, Ke J, Show PL, Ge Y, Liu Y, et al. Antibiotics: an 
overview on the environmental occurrence, toxicity, degrada-
tion, and removal methods. Bioengineered. 2021;12(1):7376-
416.

10. Cohlan SQ, Bevelander G, Tiamsic T. Growth Inhibition of 
Prematures Receiving Tetracycline: a clinical and laboratory in-
vestigation of tetracycline-induced bone fluorescence. Am J Dis 
Child. 1963;105(5):453-61.

https://doi.org/10.3831/KPI.2024.27.3.223
https://doi.org/10.3831/KPI.2024.27.3.223
https://doi.org/10.5530/pj.2020.12.109
https://doi.org/10.5530/pj.2020.12.109
https://doi.org/10.5530/pj.2020.12.109
https://doi.org/10.5530/pj.2020.12.109
https://doi.org/10.5530/pj.2020.12.109
https://doi.org/10.56499/jppres23.1918_12.4.786
https://doi.org/10.56499/jppres23.1918_12.4.786
https://doi.org/10.56499/jppres23.1918_12.4.786
https://doi.org/10.56499/jppres23.1918_12.4.786
https://doi.org/10.1001/archpedi.1963.02080040455005
https://doi.org/10.1001/archpedi.1963.02080040455005
https://doi.org/10.1001/archpedi.1963.02080040455005
https://doi.org/10.1001/archpedi.1963.02080040455005


232 https://doi.org/10.3831/KPI.2024.27.3.223

Ahmed Mohamed Mohamed Youssef, et al.

11. Strauchman M, Morningstar MW. Fluoroquinolone toxic-
ity symptoms in a patient presenting with low back pain. Clin 
Pract. 2012;2(4):e87.

12. Lone BA, Bandh SA, Chishti MZ, Bhat FA, Tak H, Nisa H. An-
thelmintic and antimicrobial activity of methanolic and aqueous 
extracts of Euphorbia helioscopia L. Trop Anim Health Prod. 
2013;45(3):743-9.

13. Youssef AMM, Maaty DAM, Al-Saraireh YM. Phytochemical 
analysis and profiling of antioxidants and anticancer compounds 
from Tephrosia purpurea (L.) subsp. apollinea family fabaceae. 
Molecules. 2023;28(9):3939.

14. Abdelbaky AS, Abd El-Mageed TA, Babalghith AO, Selim S, 
Mohamed AMHA. Green synthesis and characterization of ZnO 
nanoparticles Using Pelargonium odoratissimum (L.) aqueous 
leaf extract and their antioxidant, antibacterial and anti-inflam-
matory activities. Antioxidants (Basel). 2022;11(8):1444.

15. Anosike CA, Obidoa O, Ezeanyika LU. Membrane stabiliza-
tion as a mechanism of the anti-inflammatory activity of 
methanol extract of garden egg (Solanum aethiopicum). Daru. 
2012;20(1):76.

16. Shinde UA, Phadke AS, Nair AM, Mungantiwar AA, Dikshit VJ, 
Saraf MN. Membrane stabilizing activity — a possible mecha-
nism of action for the anti-inflammatory activity of Cedrus deo-
dara wood oil. Fitoterapia. 1999;70(3):251-7.

17. Hickl J, Argyropoulou A, Sakavitsi ME, Halabalaki M, Al-
Ahmad A, Hellwig E, et al. Mediterranean herb extracts in-
hibit microbial growth of representative oral microorganisms 
and biofilm formation of Streptococcus mutans. PLoS One. 
2018;13(12):e0207574.

18. Aparna V, Dileep KV, Mandal PK, Karthe P, Sadasivan C, Ha-
ridas M. Anti-inflammatory property of n-hexadecanoic acid: 
structural evidence and kinetic assessment. Chem Biol Drug 
Des. 2012;80(3):434-9.

19. Anzano A, Ammar M, Papaianni M, Grauso L, Sabbah M, Cap-
parelli R, et al. Moringa oleifera lam.: a phytochemical and phar-
macological overview. Hortic. 2021;7(10):409.

20. Hamilton-Amachree A, Uzoekwe SA. GC-MS analysis of oil 
rich in polyenoic fatty acid methyl esters from leaves of Justicia 
secunda Vahl growing abundantly in the lowland rain forests 
of the Niger Delta region of Nigeria. Am J Essent Oil Nat Prod. 
2017;5(4):1-4.

21. Abdel-Hady H, El-Wakil EA, Abdel-Gawad M. GC-MS analysis, 
antioxidant and cytotoxic activities of Mentha spicata. Eur J Med 
Plants. 2018;26(1):1-12.

22. Gazwi HSS, Shoeib NA, Mahmoud ME, Soltan OIA, Hamed 
MM, Ragab AE. Phytochemical profile of the ethanol extract of 
Malvaviscus arboreus red flower and investigation of the antiox-
idant, antimicrobial, and cytotoxic activities. Antibiotics (Basel). 

2022;11(11):1652.
23. Othman AR, Abdullah N, Ahmad S, Ismail IS, Zakaria MP. 

Elucidation of in-vitro anti-inflammatory bioactive compounds 
isolated from Jatropha curcas L. plant root. BMC Complement 
Altern Med. 2015;15:11.

24. Moni SS, Alam MF, Sultan MH, Makeen HA, Alhazmi HA, Mo-
han S, et al. Spectral analysis, in vitro cytotoxicity and antibacte-
rial studies of bioactive principles from the leaves of Conocarpus 
lancifolius, a common tree of Jazan, Saudi Arabia. Braz J Biol. 
2021;83:e244479.

25. Olaoluwa O, Moronkola D, Taiwo O, Iganboh P. Volatile oil 
composition, antioxidant and antimicrobial properties of Boer-
havia erecta L. and Euphorbia hirta L. Trends Phytochem Res 
(TPR). 2018;2(3);171-8.

26. Mateen S, Rehman MT, Shahzad S, Naeem SS, Faizy AF, Khan 
AQ, et al. Anti-oxidant and anti-inflammatory effects of cin-
namaldehyde and eugenol on mononuclear cells of rheumatoid 
arthritis patients. Eur J Pharmacol. 2019;852:14-24.

27. He Z, Huang Z, Jiang W, Zhou W. Antimicrobial activity of cin-
namaldehyde on Streptococcus mutans biofilms. Front Micro-
biol. 2019;10:2241.

28. Oskoueian E, Abdullah N, Ahmad S, Saad WZ, Omar AR, Ho 
YW. Bioactive compounds and biological activities of Jatropha 
curcas L. kernel meal extract. Int J Mol Sci. 2011;12(9):5955-70.

29. Ghaly MF, Nasr ZM, Abousaty AI, Seadawy HG, Shaheen MAA, 
Albogami S, et al. Alternative and complementary therapies 
against foodborne Salmonella infections. Antibiotics (Basel). 
2021;10(12):1453.

30. Khan IH, Javaid A, Ahmed D, Khan U. Identification of volatile 
constituents of ethyl acetate fraction of Chenopodium quinoa 
roots extract by GC-MS. Int J Biol Biotechnol. 2020;17(1):17-21.

31. Karthikeyan SC, Velmurugan S, Donio MB, Michaelbabu M, 
Citarasu T. Studies on the antimicrobial potential and struc-
tural characterization of fatty acids extracted from Sydney rock 
oyster Saccostrea glomerata. Ann Clin Microbiol Antimicrob. 
2014;13:332.

32. Soliman AM, Nariya H, Tanaka D, Yu L, Hisatsune J, Kayama 
S, et al. Vegetable-derived carbapenemase-producing high-risk 
Klebsiella pneumoniae ST15 and Acinetobacter baumannii ST2 
clones in Japan: coexistence of blaNDM-1, blaOXA-66, blaOXA-72, and an 
AbaR4-like resistance island in the same sample. Appl Environ 
Microbiol. 2021;87(9):e02166-20.

33. Sdayria J, Rjeibi I, Feriani A, Ncib S, Bouguerra W, Hfaiedh N, et 
al. Chemical composition and antioxidant, analgesic, and anti-
inflammatory effects of methanolic extract of Euphorbia retusa 
in mice. Pain Res Manag. 2018;2018:4838413.

34. Majid M, Khan MR, Shah NA, Ul Haq I, Farooq MA, Ullah S, 
et al. Studies on phytochemical, antioxidant, anti-inflammatory 

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0367-326X(99)00030-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0367-326X(99)00030-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0367-326X(99)00030-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0367-326X(99)00030-1
https://doi.org/10.3390/horticulturae7100409
https://doi.org/10.3390/horticulturae7100409
https://doi.org/10.3390/horticulturae7100409
https://www.essencejournal.com/archives/2017/5/4/A/5-2-1
https://www.essencejournal.com/archives/2017/5/4/A/5-2-1
https://www.essencejournal.com/archives/2017/5/4/A/5-2-1
https://www.essencejournal.com/archives/2017/5/4/A/5-2-1
https://www.essencejournal.com/archives/2017/5/4/A/5-2-1
https://doi.org/10.9734/EJMP/2018/45751
https://doi.org/10.9734/EJMP/2018/45751
https://doi.org/10.9734/EJMP/2018/45751
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/336522752_Volatile_oil_composition_antioxidant_and_antimicrobial_properties_of_Boerhavia_erecta_L_and_Euphorbia_hirta_L
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/336522752_Volatile_oil_composition_antioxidant_and_antimicrobial_properties_of_Boerhavia_erecta_L_and_Euphorbia_hirta_L
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/336522752_Volatile_oil_composition_antioxidant_and_antimicrobial_properties_of_Boerhavia_erecta_L_and_Euphorbia_hirta_L
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/336522752_Volatile_oil_composition_antioxidant_and_antimicrobial_properties_of_Boerhavia_erecta_L_and_Euphorbia_hirta_L
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339270980_IDENTIFICATION_OF_VOLATILE_CONSTITUENTS_OF_ETHYL_ACETATE_FRACTION_OF_CHENOPODIUM_QUINOA_ROOTS_EXTRACT_BY_GC-MS
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339270980_IDENTIFICATION_OF_VOLATILE_CONSTITUENTS_OF_ETHYL_ACETATE_FRACTION_OF_CHENOPODIUM_QUINOA_ROOTS_EXTRACT_BY_GC-MS
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339270980_IDENTIFICATION_OF_VOLATILE_CONSTITUENTS_OF_ETHYL_ACETATE_FRACTION_OF_CHENOPODIUM_QUINOA_ROOTS_EXTRACT_BY_GC-MS


Antimicrobial and Anti-Inflammatory Effects of Euphorbia paralias

233www.journal-jop.org

and analgesic activities of Euphorbia dracunculoides. BMC 
Complement Altern Med. 2015;15:349.

35. Amtaghri S, Akdad M, Slaoui M, Eddouks M. Traditional uses, 
pharmacological, and phytochemical studies of Euphorbia: a 
review. Curr Top Med Chem. 2022;22(19):1553-70.

36. Natarajan D, Britto SJ, Srinivasan K, Nagamurugan N, Moha-
nasundari C, Perumal G. Anti-bacterial activity of Euphor-
bia fusiformis—a rare medicinal herb. J Ethnopharmacol. 
2005;102(1):123-6.

37. Sudhakar M, Rao ChV, Rao PM, Raju DB, Venkateswarlu Y. An-
timicrobial activity of Caesalpinia pulcherrima, Euphorbia hirta 
and Asystasia gangeticum. Fitoterapia. 2006;77(5):378-80.

38. Perumal S, Mahmud R, Pillai S, Lee WC, Ramanathan S. Anti-
microbial activity and cytotoxicity evaluation of Euphorbia hirta 
(L.) extracts from Malaysia. APCBEE Procedia. 2012;2:80-5.

39. Hlila MB, Majouli K, Jannet HB, Aouni M, Mastouri M, Selmi B. 
Antimicrobial activity of Tunisian Euphorbia paralias L. Asian 
Pac J Trop Biomed. 2017;7(7):629-32.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apcbee.2012.06.015
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apcbee.2012.06.015
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apcbee.2012.06.015
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apjtb.2017.06.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apjtb.2017.06.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apjtb.2017.06.008

