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Dysphagia aortica- a rare cause of dysphagia
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Figure 1: Barium swallow showing the compression in the oesophagus at the
level of the origin of the ascending aorta.

A 76 years lady with hypertension and known ascending aortic
aneurysm presented with progressive dysphagia. The aneurysm
was diagnosed 2 years prior, by transthoracic echocardiography,
but she had refused any further imaging or intervention. The
dysphagia progressed from solids to liquids especially over the
last few weeks and was associated with significant weightloss. A
contrast enhanced computed tomography scan of the chest was
recommended, but the patient deferred this. She agreed, how-
ever, to a barium swallow which revealed the cause of her dys-
phagia: external compression from the aortic aneurysm (Fig. 1).

Following this, the patient refused all forms of treatment, and
the patient was discharged home.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

None.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT

None declared.

FUNDING

None.

ETHICAL APPROVAL
Not applicable.

CONSENT

Written informed consent taken from the patient.

GUARANTOR

Bipin Karki is the nominated guarantor for this clinical image.

Received: December 25, 2019. Accepted: January 14, 2020
© The Author(s) 2020. Published by Oxford University Press

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial License
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/), which permits non-commercial re-use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original work is properly cited. For commercial re-use, please contact journals.permissions@oup.com

54


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://academic.oup.com/

	Dysphagia aortica- a rare cause of dysphagia
	Conflict of interest statement
	Funding
	Ethical approval
	Consent
	Guarantor


