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L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

Authors' reply: Independent investigation may be more reliable 
in the event with political nature

To the Editor,
We agree with the authors of the correspondence about chal-
lenges in a cruise ship with COVID-19 outbreak.1 Their first claim 
that passengers and crew were not treated equally during the 
quarantine speaks to similar issue as in our report, indicating lack 
of implementing isolation measure for close contacts of crew.2 
Further to this, we also described lack of an organized command 
system, as well as lack of government accountability and transpar-
ency during the outbreak.2 Nonetheless, we welcome their ad-
ditional suggestion that the government should publish potential 
causes for and implications of the additional outbreak beyond 
the quarantine to the international scientific community so that 
similar outbreaks may be swiftly prevented. However, given the 
absence of government-driven publications, we published this re-
port based on our independent investigation, which may be more 
reliable considering the inherently sensitive and political nature 
of the events.2
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