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Molecular genetic analysis of flow-sorted ovarian tumour cells: improved

detection of loss of heterozygosity
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Summary Detection of loss of heterozygosity (LOH) is usually performed on homogenised tumour speci-
mens. In this type of analysis samples with a low percentage of tumour cells have to be excluded and possible
intra-tumour heterogeneity is obscured. In this study we report the application of polymerase chain reaction
(PCR)-driven LOH detection with in total 22 microsatellite markers for chromosome 1q. 3p, 3q. 4p. 6p. 6q.
11p. 11q. 17p, 17q. 18p, 18q. Xp and Xq on flow-sorted cells from fresh and paraffin-embedded ovarian
tumour tissue. Titration experiments showed that LOH can be detected with as few as 100 cell equivalents of
DNA. Clear examples of LOH could be detected in the sorted aneuploid fractions from one unilateral and two
bilateral ovarian tumours from three patients. In two samples the sorted fraction was less than 10% of the
total sample. The bilateral tumours from the same patient showed loss of identical alleles for one marker (case
OV64) and two markers (case OV69). indicative of their monoclonal origin. Multiparameter flow cytometry
using two different ovarian tumour markers (MOv18 and BMA180), an anti-cytokeratin monoclonal antibody
(MAb) (M9). an anti-vimentin MAb (V9) and a MAb against the panepithelial antigen 17-1A on the fresh
ascites cells of the fourth ovarian cancer patient was used to investigate possible intra-tumour heterogeneity.
We showed the presence of at least three phenotypically different populations, of which the diploid. keratin-
positive. vimentin-negative population showed a similar LOH pattern as the aneuploid population (DNA
index = 1.7). indicative of its neoplastic origin. The same LOH pattern was shown in an omentum metastasis
from this patient also having the same aneuploid DNA index of 1.7. The sharing of the same LOH pattern by
the diploid and aneuploid tumour cell populations suggests that the observed allele loss events occurred before
the development of aneuploidy. PCR on flow-sorted cells is thus an important tool to study clonal diversity in

tumours.

Study of loss of heterozygosity (LOH) is widely used to
identify chromosomal locations of putative tumour-sup-
pressor genes. In this type of analysis DNA extracted from
tumour tissue is compared with constitutive DNA from the
same patient by the use of polymorphic DNA markers
(Lasko er al., 1991). This approach has two intrinsic limita-
tions. Firstly, tumour specimens with a high fraction of
non-neoplastic cells have to be excluded from this analysis
because LOH in tumour cells may be undetectable owing to
the low concentration of tumour DNA. This may lead to a
selection bias which affects the representativeness of the
results. A second limitation is that the analysis of DNA
extracted from homogenised tumour samples may obscure
the presence of intra-tumour genetic heterogeneity.

Several investigators have used microdissection techniques
in order to obtain tissue samples enriched in tumours cells
(Bianchi et al., 1991; Radford et al., 1993; Sundaresan ez al.,
1993). In this approach, the sampling of tumour cell-rich
tissue areas is largely done on the basis of histological
features. Since it would be of interest to sample tumour cells
on the basis of the expression of specific molecular features,
we have investigated the possibility of performing molecular
genetic (LOH) analysis on flow-sorted tumour cells. In this
study ‘we report the results from LOH analysis on isolated
tumour cells from a total of four human ovarian carcinomas
enriched by flow sorting on the basis of nuclear DNA con-
tent and/or cytoplasmic and surface antigen expression.
Three of these cases were archival, paraffin-embedded speci-
mens. We show that LOH detection is possible with as few as
100 flow-sorted isolated nuclei or cells. By the combined
application of triple fluorescence flow cytometry, flow sorting
and LOH analysis we were able to demonstrate the presence
of a diploid tumour cell population in a fresh aneuploid
ascites tumour specimen which shared the same molecular
genetic aberrations. LOH analysis on isolated tumour cell
subpopulations may contribute to the understanding of the
sequence of molecular genetic events in the progression of
solid tumours.
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Materials and methods

Tumour specimens

Archival, formalin-fixed, paraffin-embedded tissue blocks
from three patients with ovarian carcinoma, operated on
between 1982 and 1988, were retrieved from the archives of
the Department of Pathology. One tumour was a clear cell
carcinoma, one was a bilateral serous carcinoma and one was
a bilateral poorly differentiated, serous carcinoma. In addi-
tion, fresh ascites fluid and frozen tissue from an omentum
metastasis from a patient with an ovarian carcinoma of the
endometrioid type were included. This patient had undergone
chemotherapy. The percentage of tumour cells in the solid
tumours was estimated by visual examination of haematoxy-
lin and eosin (H&E)-stained slides by an experienced
gynaecopathologist (G.J.F.). From two patients, peripheral
blood leucocytes (PBLs) were available as source of constitu-
tional DNA. An established ovarian carcinoma cell line,
OVCAR-3 (Hamilton et al., 1983), was used for determining
the sensitivity of the polymerase chain reaction (PCR).
OVCAR-3 cells were cultured in bicarbonate-buffered RPMI-
1640 (Gibco, Paisley, UK) and 10% heat-inactivated fetal
calf serum (FCS) (Gibco) in an atmosphere of 5% carbon
dioxide and 95% humidified air.

Sample preparation of archival tissue for flow cytometry
(FCM)

For single-parameter nuclear DNA FCM on archival,
paraffin-embedded tissue, 45 um-thick sections were cut from
paraffin-embedded tissue blocks. Nuclei were isolated accord-
ing to Hedley et al. (1983) with minor modifications
(Schueler et al., 1993) and stained with propidium iodide (PI)
after RNAse treatment.

Sample preparation of ascites for flow cytometry

Heparin was added to a final concentration of 1,000 U l~!
(Organon, Oss, The Netherlands) immediately after collection
of ascites. Cells were pelleted by centrifugation in a fixed-
angle rotor at 250—900 g. The pellet was washed three times
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in Hanks’ balanced salt solution (Sigma Chemistry, Bornem,
Belgium). One millilitre of pelleted tumour cells was dis-
sociated by overnight incubation in trypsin (1:10 in Dulbec-
co’s modification of Eagle’s medium, Flow Laboratories,
Irvine, UK) at 4°C, followed by a microscopic monitored
incubation at 37°C. Yield and viability were monitored by
trypan blue staining in a haemocytometer.

Triple staining

Simultaneous triple staining of nuclear DNA and two cellular
antigens for multiparameter FCM was performed as
previously described (Corver er al., 1994). Briefly, ascites cells
were fixed and permeabilised in 1% phosphate-buffered
paraformaldehyde (Merck, Darmstadt, Germany) containing
80 ug ml~' L-a-lysophosphatidykcholine (Lysolecithin, Sigma
Diagnostics, St Louis, MO, USA). Antigen expression was
determined by indirect immunofluorescent labelling. Surface
antigen staining was performed before, and cytoplasm
antigen staining after, fixation and permeabilisation. The
panel of MAbs which were used to phenotype the cell
populations is presented in Table 1. A 100 ul aliquot of
primary MADb was incubated at 4°C for 30 min with 0.5 x 10°
cells, followed by washing twice with 1 ml of PBS/BSA (4°C).
Fluorescein isothiocyanate (FITC)- or R-phycoerythrin (PE)-
labelled secondary subclass-specific antibodies (IgG1, I1gG2a,
IgG2b and IgG3; Southern Biotechnology Associates,
Birmingham, AL, USA) were added in a volume of 100 ul
(diluted 1:200 in PBS/BSA) and incubated for 30 min at 4°C.
Directly before analysis, cells were incubated for 30 min with
250 pl of 0.1% RNAase (Sigma Diagnostics) at 37°C, washed
once and suspended in 0.5ml of PBS/BSA containing pro-
pidium iodide (PI) at a final concentration of 50 pgml~'.

Flow cytometry

Samples were measured on a FACScan flow cytometer (Bec-
ton Dickinson, Mountain View, CA, USA). A minimum of
10,000 cells were measured per sample. Trout erythrocytes
served as an internal reference in the DNA histograms
(Vindelov er al., 1983) for the samples from the frozen speci-
mens. In the ascites specimen, MAb OKT3 (which recognises
T cells) was used to identify the normal (diploid) cells. The
Cell-Fit and Consort 30 software (Becton Dickinson) was
used for data acquisition and analysis. The single-parameter
DNA histograms were evaluated according to accepted
criteria (Hiddemann ez al., 1984). Conditions for the simul-
taneous measurement of FITC, PE and PI on a standard
FACScan have been described (Corver et al., 1994). Sorting
was performed on a FACStar flow cytometer (Becton
Dickinson) equipped with a argon-ion laser (Coherent,
Innova 90) giving a light emission of 300 mW at 488 nm and
with Lysis 2.0 software. Cells and nuclei were sorted directly
in 1.5ml microfuge tubes and stored on ice. Electronic
doublet discrimination was used to omit the sorting of cell
aggregates. This was done by plotting the FL2 pulse area
against the peak pulse width, which enables discrimination of

singlets from doublets since the latter have a wider peak
pulse width (Sharpless er al., 1975; Godhe et al., 1977).

DNA isolation

Constitutive genomic DNA was isolated from freshly col-
lected peripheral blood leucocytes (Miller er al., 1988). For
the isolation of DNA from sorted cells and nuclear suspen-
sions the concentration was adjusted to 50 nuclei or cells per
pl by adding 10 mM Tris—Cl, pH 8.3, 0.5% Tween 20 and
1 mM EDTA. DNA was extracted by overnight incubation
with proteinase K (0.3 mg ml~') at 56°C followed by 10 min
incubation at 100°C to inactivate proteinase K. Samples were
used directly as DNA templates or stored at 4°C. DNA from
frozen solid tumour tissue was isolated as previously des-
cribed (Devilee et al., 1989) with slight modifications. This
involved the use 1.5 ml Eppendorf microfuge tubes since only
minimal amounts of DNA were required. The amount of
DNA extracted from five frozen 40 pum sections proved to be
sufficient for over 100 PCR reactions.

Detection of LOH

PCR was performed according to Weber and May (1989).
PCR reaction mixtures contained 2 pl of purified template
DNA, 10mM Tris-HCl (pH9.0), 1.5mM magnesium
chloride, 50 mM potassium chloride, 0.01% gelatin, 0.1%
Triton X-100, 200 uM each of dGTP, dTTP, dATP, 2.5 uM
dCTP, 0.75pCi  of [@-¥PMCTP (3,000 Ci mmol-!,
10 uCipl="), 3.0 pmol of each PCR primer and 0.06 U of
Super Taq (Sphaero Q, HT Biotechnology, Cambridge, UK)
in a total volume of 15ul. Samples were covered with
mineral oil, denatured for 5min and passed through 33
cycles of amplification consisting of 1 min denaturation at
94°C, 2 min primer annealing at 55°C and 1 min elongation
at 72°C followed by a final extension of 6 min at 72°C. The
amplifications were carried out in 96-well microtitre plates
using a thermal cycler (MJ Research, Watertown, MA,
USA). After PCR, samples were denatured with two volumes
of 0.3% xylene—cyanol, 0.3% bromphenol blue, 10 mM
EDTA (pH 8.0), 90% (v/v) formamide, and subjected to
electrophoresis on a 0.4-mm-thick 6.5% polyacrylamide gel
containing 7 M urea. After drying, an X-ray film was exposed
to the gel for periods of upwards of 12 h. The microsatellite
markers used in the present study were selected because they
map to chromosome regions frequently showing LOH in
ovarian carcinomas (Chenevix-Trench et al., 1992; Foulkes et
al., 1993a, b; Phillips et al., 1993), and their chromosomal
locations are listed in Table II. The sequences of the primers
to detect 46E6 are 5-TTCATGGGGCTTACTGTGTTC and
5-TAGCACTCTGCCTTCCAACATAC (M. Skolnick, per-
sonal communication). Other primer sequences may be
deduced from the Human Genomic Data Bank from the Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine (Baltimore, MD,
USA). LOH was scored by visual comparison of the intensity
of alleles of constitutional and tumour DNA on autoradio-
grams (Futreal er al,, 1992; Jones & Nakamura, 1992).

Table I Monoclonal antibodies used in multiparameter flow cytometry

Antibody IgG class Recognised antigen Dilution Reference
MOv18 IgGl Ovarian cancer-associated 1:1,000 Coney et al. (1991); Miotti et al. (1987);
folate-binding protein Stein er al. (1991)
BMA180 IgG3 Ovarian cancer-associated 1:4 Bosslett et al. (1987);
200 kDa glycoprotein Van Niekerk er al. (1991)
V9 I1gG2b Vimentin 1:1 Van Muijen et al. (1987)
M9 IgGl1 Keratin 18 1:1 Van Muijen et al. (1987)
M20 1gG1 Keratin 8 1:1 Schaafsma et al. (1990)
323/A3 1gG2a 17-1A antigen; 1:1 Pak er al. (1991)
pancpithelial marker
OKT3 IgG2a T lymphocytes 1:1 Hoffmann er al. (1980)
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Resaits

Flow cytometry

Figure 1 shows single-parameter DNA histograms from the
five archival tumour specimens. The histogram from tumour
OV4 shows a prominent DNA aneuploid G,, peak [DNA
index (DI) = 1.6] with a shoulder and a relatively small dip-
loid population. Tumours OV64a and OV64b, being bilateral
tumours from a second patient, are also DNA aneuploid
with DIs of 1.7 and 1.9 respectively. However, the aneuploid
cell population in OV64a is a minor component. OV69a and
OV69b are bilateral tumours from a third patient which also
show nearly identical DNA aneuploid populations in both
tumour sites (DIs 1.4 and 1.3 respectively).

After analysis on the FACScan the same samples were run
on the FACStar directly or after overnight storage at 4°C.
Sorting windows and the sorted fractions are specified in

Table I Microsatellite markers used for detection of LOH

Figure 1. In cases OV4 and OV64a,b the G, fraction of the
aneuploid population was sorted. To avoid fraction to frac-
tion contamination of closely spaced diploid and aneuploid
G, populations in histograms OV69a,b the aneuploid G,M
fractions were sorted. Tumour percentages of the H&E-
stained sections, the histology and the sorted fraction are
specified in Table III.

A panel of six different MAbs (Table I) was used to
phenotype the fresh ascites (case ov31), in combination with
PI for DNA staining (Figures 2 and 3). The single-parameter
DNA histogram (Figure 3c) shows, in addition to a diploid
population, a prominent aneuploid population with a DI of
1.7. Double staining with PI and OKT3/FITC (Figure 2b)
confirmed that the leftmost peak contained DNA diploid
cells by the presence of OKT3-positive population (T cells).
Three different cell populations could be identified using
MADbs directed against ovarian cancer-associated antigens
(MOv18 and BMAI180 respectively, Figure 2c and d). In
addition to DNA aneuploid-positive and a DNA diploid-
negative populations, a DNA diploid-positive population
could be observed. This strongly suggested the presence of an
ancuploid, as well as a diploid, tumour cell population in the

Marker m’d ascites of this patient.
To exclude the possibility that the reaction with the
g;g:?"' ;qgf“qﬁ" tumour markers in the diploid fraction was caused by cross-
GLUT2 3226?263 reaction of MAbs with normal cells, we performed triple
D4S230 wm_%ls' staining experiments. Keratin markers M9/M20, directed
D6S105 6p22 against keratins 18 and 8 respectively, were combined with
IGF2R 6q25-q27 the panepithelial marker 323/A3, since the latter can dis-
D6S251 6q13-q21.1 criminate epithelial from mesothelial cells. The results are
D11S875 11pter-pl1.2 shown in Figure 3. A strong reaction was observed in the
D11835 11q22 aneuploid population with the keratin markers M9/M20
glgﬁf‘ 17p13 (Figure 3d) and 323/A3 (Figure 3e). In addition, some of the
46156 579 };qg‘qgi diploid cells were also found to be positive for these markers.
THRAL1 17"“_2‘1 12 By gating on the keratin-positive cells it could be clearly
D175250b 173“:2_212 Qempnsu'ated that these cells are also 323/A3 positive
DI17S588 17q22-23 (indicated by arrows). In the second triple stmqing experi-
D17S520 17p12 ment the keratin markers (M9/M20) were combined with a
D18S40 18p11.2-p11.3 vimentin marker (V9), which reacts with cells from mesen-
DI18S35 18ql1-ql2 chymal origin (Figure 3g-i). By gating on the vimentin-
D18S34 18q11 negative population (Figure 3h), it could be demonstrated
15)‘)1(3;453 ;(3;1]222;‘!;02'1 | that these cells are exclusively keratin positive (Figure 3i). So
DXS454 Xq2'l.1—q23' gtknegt:;po:lt;:e, 323/A3-positive diploid cells must repre-
ov4 OVé64a
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Table II1 Ovarian tumours
Sorted fraction
DNA Tumour Cell cycle Percentage
Case Histology index H&E (%) phase of total
Oov4 Clear cell 1.5 50 G, 37
OV3IM* Endometrioid 1.7 90 - -
OV64a  Undifferentiated/serous 1.7 30 G, 4
OV64b  Undifferentiated/serous 1.9 30 G, 17
OV6%9a  Serous 14 60 GM 6
OV69b  Serous 1.3 40 GM )
*Solid metastasis located in the omentum.
3 a 3 b cell fractions from the three cases (OV4, OV64, OV69) that
8] di an were analysed by single-parameter DNA FCM of de-
1 dian 2 paraffinised tissue sections. Tumour OV4 shows clear-cut
O s LOH in the sorted aneuploid fraction for three different
2 § 2 markers at chromosomes 6 (lower allele), 17 (upper allele)
% é and 18 (lower allele). Retention of LOH was found for the
(g, ] @ ] markers GLUT2 and D11S875 (data not shown). The com-
9 S plete absence of signal of the lost alleles, present in the
] constitutive DNA, clearly illustrates the high purity of the

DNAI content (Pl)

3 dian

Log MOV18 FITC
Log BMA180 FITC

T T T

DNA content (Pl) DNA content (Pl)
Figwre 2 Two-parameter flow cytometric analysis of ascites of
case OV31. In all bivariate distributions, DNA content is plotted
lincarly on the ordinate and antigen expression logarithmic on
the abscissa. a, Control sample stained with an FITC-labelled
sccondary antibody only. b, OKT3 vs DNA. ¢, MOvI8 (MAb
against an ovarian cancer associated antigen) vs DNA. d,
BMAI180 (MAD against an ovarian cancer associated antigen) vs
DNA.

In order to obtain molecular genetic confirmation of the
neoplastic nature of these cells, three fractions were sorted:
the diploid keratin-negative, the diploid keratin-positive and
the aneuploid keratin-positive fraction. From this patient an
omentum metastasis had been removed earlier and stored in
the freezer. This frozen tissue was only accessible for single-
parameter DNA FCM. The DNA histogram of this meta-
stasis showed in addition to a diploid G,, population a large
aneuploid G,, peak with a DI of 1.7 (data not shown),
similar to that of the ascites tumour.

Detection of LOH

To estimate the number of cells required for PCR analysis,
DNA was isolated from the cell line OVCAR-3, which was
treated identically to the multiparameter protocol in order to
account for possible disturbing effects of PI and other
reagents on PCR. DNA was isolated in concentrations rang-
ing from 1 to 10,000 cell equivalents per 2pul, being the
volume of template DNA solution used in each PCR reac-
tion. As shown in Figure 4, about 100 cell equivalents of
DNA appears to be sufficient for the detection of alleles of
microsatellite marker APOA2. The same was found for
markers THRA1 and D11S527 (data not shown).

DNA isolated from the different sorted cell populations of
tumour tissue and of normal tissue was used as template
DNA for LOH detection by use of polymorphic microsatel-
lite markers. Figure 5 shows the PCR results for the sorted

sorted tumour cell fraction.

For case OV64 no peripheral blood or other normal tissue
was available as a source for constitutive DNA. Since
tumour OV64a contained only 30% tumour cells (estimated
from an H&E-stained section), the major diploid cell popula-
tion must contain at least a majority of non-neoplastic cells,
which in this case were sorted to serve as a source of normal
DNA. The sorted diploid fractions from both the left
(OV64a) and the right tumour (OV64b) show the presence of
two alleles for D17S520 of about equal intensity. The upper
alleles are absent in the lanes representing the aneuploid
fractions. Retention of heterozygosity was found for markers
D18S35, MBP and D18S34 (data not shown). Both tumours
from patient OV69 show loss of the lower alleles of 46E6 and
of D178579 in the sorted aneuploid G,M fraction but not in
the diploid fractions. Whereas the first lane which contained
the normal DNA is overexposed, the constitutional allele
pattern can also be deduced from the diploid fractions. The
alleles of marker 46E6 gave weak signals but are inter-
pretable, and the LOH is in accordance with marker
D178579. In case OV69 retention of heterozygosity was
found for D6S251 (data not shown).

The results from LOH analysis of the sorted fractions of
case OV3l tumour are presented in Figure 6. From this
patient DNA was available from three different sources:
peripheral blood leucocytes, ascites and an omentum meta-
stasis. From the ascites three distinct cell fractions were
sorted that could be recognised on the basis of DNA content
and keratin expression (Figure 2). These five samples were
analysed by PCR with microsatellite markers D6S251,
D178513, D18S34, D11S875, 46E6 and MBP. Most of these
markers show LOH in all tumour cell fractions. The lower
allele of D17S513 is completely absent in the sorted keratin-
positive diploid as well as aneuploid fraction of the ascites
cells, whereas its intensity is reduced in the (unsorted) omen-
tum metastasis. A similar allele loss was observed for the
upper allele of D18S34 and D11S875. The lower allele of
marker 46E6 and the upper allele for marker MBP are lost,
although the absence of the upper alleles for MBP is more
obvious because of the better separation of the alleles. In
addition, LOH was found for markers GLUT2, D6S105,
D175588, D18S35 and D18S40, while retention of heterozy-
gosity was found for D1S103, D3S11, D4S230, D11S35,
DXS$453 and DXS454 (data not shown). A more complex
pattern was found for D6S251. The two sorted ascites frac-
tions as well as the omentum metastasis shown only a partial
reduction of intensity of the lower allele.

Di .

The results of this study demonstrate the feasibility of LOH
detection by PCR on flow-sorted tumour cell populations.
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Figure 3 Three-parameter flow cytometric analysis of ascites of case OV31. In all bivariate distributions, DNA content is plotted
linear on the ordinate and antigen expression logarithmic on the abscissa. a and b, Controls with FITC- and PE-labelled secondary
antibody (goat-anti-mouse-IgG). ¢, DNA histogram. d-f, Simultaneous staining with M9/M20 (keratins 18/8), 323/A3 (pan-
epithelial marker) and PI (DNA). f, 323/A3 staining of the keratin-positive cells gated in d. g-i, Simultaneous staining with
M9/M20 (keratin 18/8), V9 (vimentin) and PI (DNA). i, Keratin 8/18 expression of the vimentin-negative cells gated in k. The

diploid (di) and the aneuploid (an) G,, fractions are indicated.

Figwe 4 Titration experiment to determine the minimal number
of cells required for the detection of microsatellite markers by
PCR. Reactions were performed with microsatellite marker
APOA2 and 1, 10, 100, 1,000 and 10,000 cell equivalents of
template DNA. OVCAR-3 cells were processed identically to the
triple fluorescence protocol before DNA isolation in order to
account for disturbing effects of chemicals such as PI. The alleles
are indicated by arrows.

This approach can be useful in the study of intra-tumour
genetic heterogeneity. It renders specimens with low tumour
cellularity accessible to molecular genetic analysis and it may
contribute to the study of the phenotypic—genotypic relation-
ships of tumour cell populations.

The present approach has several advantages over the use

of microdissection for the enrichment of tumour cells
(Bianchi e al., 1991; Radford ez al., 1993; Sundaresan et al.,
1993). Flow sorting is an elegant technique enabling the
separation of tumour cells at the single-cell level with high
degree of purity. In microdissection, at best small cell aggre-
gates can be isolated with less possibility for monitoring the
purity of the sample. FCM offers the possibility to make use
of a variety of quantitative phenotypic tumour features and
DNA ploidy, whereas microdissection is largely based on
conventional histological features in H&E-stained sections.
Both the high rate at which cells can be sorted as well as the
use of established immunocytochemical staining procedures
make this approach a more attractive and less laborious
alternative to microdissection.

Some of our results were obtained from standard fixed,
paraffin-embedded archival specimens. For this reason the
commonly used source of constitutional DNA, being peri-
pheral blood, is often not available. Paraffin blocks contain-
ing normal tissue might solve this problem. In the case that
normal archival tissue is also unavailable, normal cells can be
obtained by sorting. However, since we have shown that
diploid fractions can also contain tumour cells (this paper),
the presence of normal cells should be verified either by
histological or by immunohistochemical examination. The
fact that archival specimens were used can explain the poor
quality of some of the DNA histograms (Figure 1). For
archival paraffin-embedded specimens, the criteria on which
tumour cells can be sorted will presumably be limited to

C
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Figwre 5 Detection of LOH by PCR on DNA isolated from
sorted nuclei from paraffin-embedded ovarian tumour tissue. In
case OV4 the DNA aneuploid fraction was sorted; in case OV64
and OV69 the diploid and the aneuploid fractions were sorted
from the left ovarian tumour (a) as well as from the right ovarian
tumour (b). DNA was extracted from PBLs (n): diploid fraction
(di) and aneuploid fraction (an). The microsatellite markers used
are as follows: D6S251, loss of the lower allele in the aneuploid
lane of case OV4; D17S520b, loss of the upper allele in case OV4;
D18S34, loss of the lower allele in case OV4; D17S520, loss of
the upper allele in case OV64a and b; 46E6, loss of the lower
allele in case OV69a and b; and D17S579, loss of the lower allele
on case OV69a and b. The alleles are indicated by arrows.

nuclear components because cytoplasm is largely destroyed
by the enzymatic treatment needed for tissue dispersal.
About 60-80% of most common types of invasive car-
cinomas such as breast, colorectal and also ovarian cancer
are DNA aneuploid, and thus DNA aneuploidy will provide
a useful sorting criterion for these cases. However, early-
stage cancers or premalignant lesions are more frequently
diploid, e.g. stage I-IIA ovarian carcinomas (Schueler et al.,
1993) and colorectal adenomas (Van den Ingh er al., 1985),
and in such cases other tumour-specific nuclear features
should be explored, e.g. nuclear oncogene or tumour-
suppressor gene products such as p53 or proliferation
markers.

Our results clearly show the possibility of separating
tumour cells that form only a minor fraction in the tissue
specimen. This is illustrated by the results from OVé4a, in
which the aneuploid population constituted 4% of the total
cell population. The histologically estimated tumour compo-
nent was 30%. Owing to the high sensitivity of PCR as few
as 100 sorted cells appeared to be sufficient for LOH detec-
tion. Although Burmer et al. (1991) and Boynton et al.
(1992) have already described methods for LOH analysis on
sorted cells in which they used approximately 5,000— 10,000
cells per estimation, the technique described here requires less
tumour tissue. We were able to detect LOH in cells sorted
from one 40 um deparaffinised tissue section. The complete
absence of any residual signal of the lost allele, usually
caused by contamination of tumour sample with non-malig-
nant cells, proves the high purity of the sorted fractions.

The LOH data for the two bilateral cases support the
conclusions of a previous FCM study that aneuploid DNA
stemline identity in bilateral ovarian carcinomas is evidence

Figmre 6 LOH analysis of flow-sorted fractions of the ascites
and of an omentum metastasis of case OV31. DNA was isolated
from: PBLs (m), diploid keratin-negative (di —), aneuploid
keratin-positive (an +), diploid keratin-positive ascites cells
(di +) and from an omentum metastasis (M). The microsatellite
markers which were used are: D6S251, reduction of intensity of
the lower allele; D17S513, loss of the lower allele; D18S34, loss of
the upper allele; D11S875, loss of the upper allele; 46E6, loss of
the lower allele; and MBP, loss of the upper allele. The alleles are
indicated by arrows.

for their monoclonal origin (Smit e al., 1990). In the present
study, alleles of identical parental origin were lost at two
different markers in both tumours of case OV69 and at one
marker in case OV64. Molecular genetic evidence for the
unifocal origin of epithelial ovarian cancer was reported by
Mok et al. (1992), who found identical mutations in the p53
gene in multiple tumour sites from the same patient.

The results from the ascites tumour (case OV31) demon-
strate the potential of multiparameter FCM for the detection
and sorting of tumour cell subpopulations. The simultaneous
analysis of tumour-associated antigens, cell lineage-specific
antigens and DNA ploidy greatly increases the possibilities
for the molecular genetic study of intra-tumour hetero-
geneity. LOH analysis on the sorted cells confirmed the
presence of a diploid tumour cell population that showed the
same molecular genetic aberrations on chromosomes 3, 11,
17 and 18 as the DNA aneuploid population. The same LOH
pattern was found for the omentum metastasis that had been
removed earlier. D6S251 was the only marker for which the
sorted tumour cell populations did not show a complete loss
but only a reduction in signal intensity of the lower allele. A
possible explanation is that the tumour cells contained both
the paternal and the maternal homologue of chromosome 6
but in an imbalanced ratio. The possibility that the sorted
populations are mosaics of cells with and without chromo-
some 6 loss seems more remote since this would imply multi-
ple independent LOH events. An amplification affecting the
region containing the upper allele in the sorted tumour frac-
tions may also explain its relative stronger intensity. It has to
be emphasised that these explanations can only be proposed
because of the nearly 100% pureness of the tumour cell
populations.

The LOH data confirm the monoclonal origin of the three
different tumour cell populations from case OV31 (the two
sorted keratin-positive populations from the ascites and the
solid metastasis). Moreover, some interesting information
about the sequence of events can be derived from this
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analysis. Since both the diploid and the aneuploid cell
populations show the same LOH pattern for at least 11
polymorphic markers, it is most likely that the aneuploid
clone developed from a diploid precursor after establishment
of the observed LOH pattern. Since both tumour cell popula-
tions are present in the ascites, they had both acquired
metastatic capacity. Although the possibility remains that
both populations have developed metastatic capacity
independently, it seems more likely that the metastatic
phenotype was already acquired by the diploid clone before
clonal divergence. The indisputable predominance of the
aneuploid population may reflect a higher growth rate.

It can be concluded that PCR-based LOH detection on
flow-sorted tumour cell populations may refine the molecular
genetic analysis of tumour heterogeneity and renders tumours
with a high content of normal cells accessible for molecular
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