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microscope drapes, and virtual consultations for surgery follow-up.
Various reports indicate a negative impact on junior surgeon training
and mental well-being; indeed, The Royal College of Ophthalmology
has recommended assigning operations to experienced surgeons.
Conclusions: Ophthalmic surgery rates and protocols have been im-
pacted in the effort to reduce Covid-19 spread. Trainee surgeon educa-
tion and well-being warrant further attention.
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Introduction: Operation-notes are crucial as they impact on the care of
patients post-operatively. During COVID-19, a sizeable proportion of
General Surgical procedures were performed at a local “cold” site pri-
vate hospital. This study aims to determine the direct impact of

COVID-19 on the standard of operation-note documentation at a non-
routine site compared to our routine site.
Method: The Royal College of Surgeons Good Surgical Practice guidance
highlights 19 key-variables to record within operation-notes. 300 con-
secutive operations were identified between May and August 2020 and
details of electronic operation-notes collected. Throughout this study
period, educational emails and posters were introduced at both sites
secondary to ongoing audit.
Results: 228/300 (76%) operations took place at our main hospital. The
remainder were commissioned to the other. Operating surgeons and
anaesthetists were similar at both sites. Quality of documentation was
poorer for many key variables at the cold site when compared with the
main site (operating-surgeons (22% vs 91%), urgency of operation (62%
vs 99%), antibiotic prophylaxis (72% vs 99%) and DVT prophylaxis (21%
vs 98%)).
Conclusions: COVID-19 has resulted in many unintended consequen-
ces including a reduction in the quality of operation-notes. Moving for-
ward, this may be reduced by improving information technology
resources and increasing awareness and education.

issued by the Colleges of Surgeons for the management of surgical
patients.
Aim: To assess the impact of CoViD-19 in the management of patients
with acute appendicitis (AA) and review patients’ characteristics and
compliance with NG.
Method: A single-centre retrospective analysis of prospectively col-
lected data on surgical admissions with suspected AA between March
and May 2020. Main outcomes of interest were the pre-operative inves-
tigation, the type of operation and the negative appendicectomy rate
(NAR) comparing to 2019.
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