
MESMERISM (?) 

By F. Cullex, M.D., Civil Surgeon, Hoshungabad. 
MussuMMAT Ntjnnee, aged 24- years?a Kurmee by caste? 

?was admitted into hospital on the 1st March, 1872. 
History.?She states she was married about twelve years ago, 

but did not go to her husband's house for two years afterwards. 

The first time she went, she remained well and hearty in his 
house for about eight days, and then tell into an insensible state, 
in which she remained for two or three days, when her husband 
took her back to her parents, where she became all right in a 
short time. After the lapse of about one year, she again went 
to her husband's house and again became insensible, and was 
carried back to her parents: and in this way, for about four or 

five years, she passed backwards and forwards; each time she 
went to her husband, or he visited her at her parents, she 

became insensible, and remained so as long as her husband 

continued anywhere near her. 
In this state she neither eats, drinks, nor moves, but passes 

her excretions involuntarily; and, according to the statement of 
her father, has remained insensible for eight or ten days at 

a time, and became so emaciated and exhausted that her 

parents thought she would die ; but always within a few hours 
of her husband leaving the place, she regained consciousness, 
and speedily recovered her health. 

She made an application to the court against her husband for 
maintenance, on the plea that she cannot live with him. She 

does not complain of any ill treatment or unkindness, but, 
on the contrary, says her husband has been kind to her, and has 
a comfortable home for her, but possesses some influence over 

her, such that the moment lie comes near her she loses all con- 

sciousness. She came into court quite well, but oil her husband 

being called in, she became insensible; a;iu in this state she was 

conveyed to the dispensary. 
For the first two days?i.e., until the morning of the 3rd 

March?she remained insensible; her puis? was 88, compressible ; 
breathing soft and natural; limbs quite relaxed, and pliant; and 
she appeared as if under the influence of chloroform. A cold bath 
was given, but did not rouse her. On forcibly opening the eye- 
lids, the pupil contracted slightly, and she turned up her eye, as 
if away from the light. She could not be got to swallow 

anything, but during the night of the 2nd March passed her 
urine very copiously in her bed, and while insensible. 

I was advised to send away her husband. This was done on 
the evening of the 2nd, and on the morning of the 3rd she 
opened her eyes and got up as if from a deep sleep, and began 
to talk and eat and drink; and she remained quite well up to the 
13th March. 

On the evening of the 12th March, after it became dark, her 
husband was muffled up, to disguise him, and walked twice 

through the ward where she was. The next morning she said 
she felt unwell, and that her husband was somewhere near her- 
that she could tell so from her sensations, but denied haviii"- 
seen him anywhere about. On the evening of the 13th, the 
experiment with her husband was repeated, when she gradually 
fell off, as into a sleep, and remained quite unconscious all the 
next day ; her husband being then sent away, she regained 
consciousness the next. day. 

In this way several trials were made: sometimes her husband 
was placed in a separate ward, with merely a door between them ; 
sometimes made to pass behind her, while she was kept in 
conversation with the hospital matron; but it was only when her 
husband got a view of her face that she was affected, otherwise 

proximity gave him no power to influence her in the least. 
On the 1st of April, when she was in an insensible state, to 

prove to my hospital assistant and others that she was not 

feigning, I applied the electro-magnetic battery to her; the 

current was strong enough to make my arms shake. I applied 
the sponges to her arms and legs and to her chest, but the only 
result was a deep, heavy sigh. She recovered consciousness 

about 3 p.m. that day, and did not know that anything had been 
done to her, but admitted that before she became insensible she 
had seen her husband pass through the dispensary compound. 

Iler husband was after this dressed up as policeman, then 
as a Madras sepoy; but, no matter what the disguise,if he got a 
view of her face she was at once influenced, and that without 
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having recognized him ; and so long as her husband remained in 
lier vicinity she could not be roused, but on his being sent away, 
she. in from six to twelve hours, recovered her senses, and was 

quite unconscious as to anything that had been done to her 

while she was insensible. 

Endeavours were made to try and persuade her husband, that, 
as he evidently (though quite unconsciously) mesmerized his 
wife, if he would try he could, perhaps, remove the effect; but 
this seemed to frighten him, and he could not do it. 
The woman left the dispensary on the 30th April, 1872. 
In my evidence to the court I stated it as my opinion, that 

the woman was not feigning, but was the subject of some 

mesmeric influence of her husband, exerted, though quite un- 
consciously, on his part, but which rendered it quite impossible 
that sht3 could live with him ; and the court thereupon granted 
her maintenance. 


