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Dear Editor,

The novel SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus and the resulting
infection, COronaVIrus Disease 19 (COVID-19), is
posing an enormous threat to healthcare, economy and
society [1]. Globally, over the last year, the efforts of most
Nations and non-governative health care organizations
have been directed towards the containment of the
infection, the reorganization of health care systems, the
research for treatments and vaccines against this disease.
COVID-19 has been under spotlights regarding every
aspect of our life during the whole 2020, monopolizing
the attention of the media as well as the provider of
health care policies. Needless to say that when there is
something under spotlights, there must be some other
things out of these lights. In particular, little is known
about how COVID-19 is impacting the millions of
people worldwide with neglected diseases.

Over the last decades, Europe is facing a slow increasing
incidence of neglected tropical diseases that were
previously considered as uncommon [2]. In particular,
schistosomiasis is one of the neglected diseases that
has increasingly been reported in healthcare facilities in
Europe. Schistosomiasis, also known as snail fever or
bilharzia, is a parasitic infection that has evolved together
with the humankind and its presence were already
documented in Egyptian medical papyri, Assyrian
medical texts and some Hebrew Bible passages [3].
Schistosomiasis is a disease spread by contact with fresh
water, in endemic areas, contaminated with parasitic
flatworms called schistosomes. Literature has linked
bladder cancer, mostly squamous cell type, with long-
term Schistosoma haematobium infections.

Until few years ago, urogenital schistosomiasis was not
endemic in Europe. However, in the last decade, the first
cases of autochthonous outbreak have been reported
in Corse (France) and a few hundred cases have been
diagnosed since then [4]. Similarly, patients suffering
from schistosomiasis, mostly migrants or travelers
returning from endemic areas, have been diagnosed
in numerous hospitals in other European countries,
such as Italy, Spain, Germany and Slovakia [5-8]. In
Europe, schistosomiasis is an underreported disease
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that can certainly be defined as neglected. There is
little knowledge of the disease, its symptoms, effects
and therapies not only by patients and public opinion,
but also by doctors themselves. In fact, a recently
published survey highlighted an insufficient preparation
of European urologists on natural history, diagnosis and
management of this pathology, especially for those who
had not previously worked in a endemic area [9].

To confirm this, an Italian multicentric study conducted
on more than a hundred of patients, highlighted that an
high proportion of migrant patients were tested late after
arrival (median delay about 31 months) [5].
SARS-CoV-2 represents a threat to schistosomiasis
control.

The pandemic has taken away that little spotlight from
this neglected pathology, further worsening the little
efforts to screen and treat it. SARS-CoV-2 reduced the
time spent by Infectious Diseases specialists training on
tropical medicine and imported diseases [10].
Furthermore, patients with schistosomiasis, mainly
migrants, afraid of looking for care in times of pandemic,
may decrease the chance of effective treatment and care.
In this light, the possible role of infectious disease
specialists might be to raise awareness among health
care professionals in order to implement adequate
management strategies.

Ultimately, a coordinated effort by the FEuropean
urological, infectious diseases and preventive scientific
societies may be required in order not to forget this
already neglected disease.
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