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This year is the 38th year since the Korean Academy of Asth-
ma, Allergy and Clinical Immunology (KAAACI) was launched. 
The late Prof. Seok-Young Kang of Seoul National University 
College of Medicine played a key role in founding the KAACI in 
1972 when allergology was a totally unexplored field in Korea. 
Prof. Kang’s effort was succeed by one of his best disciples, Prof. 
You-Young Kim.

Prof. Kim dedicated a significant and most productive part of 
his professional life to the development of allergology in Korea. 
In addition to his clinical healthcare activity as an allergy spe-
cialist, he was also closely involved in the initiation of research 
activities in the area of allergy in Korea. In the early 1980s, Prof. 
Kim studied at the University of Southampton and at Dokkyo 
University and developed close relationships with outstanding 
scholars such as Prof. Holgate and Prof. Makino. With research 
experience at Southampton, Prof. Kim became the first Korean 
allergist to publish a research article in an international jour-
nal.1 He was continuously involved in every single activity of 
KAACI for 30 years since beginning his career as an allergist in 
1980. He participated in diverse national epidemiologic surveys 
and made an effort to determine major allergens in Korea.2-4 He 
also discovered novel inhalant allergens such as outdoor spider 
mites5-8 and proved their role as a major occupational allergen 
for the first time. In the era of genomics, he and his colleagues 
took a leap forward in the field of asthma related gene study.9-14

In addition to his achievements in education, research, and 
clinical works, he has consistently filled key posts in KAAACI 
and contributed to the expansion of its academic activity. He 
also established the Korean Asthma Allergy Foundation (KAF) 
and made an effort to distribute treatment guidelines for aller-
gic diseases. He has led the nationwide campaign and educa-
tion of physicians and people to enhance awareness of asthma 
and to improve the quality of allergic practice in Korea. He also 
initiated the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Global Alli-
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ance against Chronic Respiratory Diseases Korea (GARD Ko-
rea) and was elected as its first chairman. Given all his efforts 
and achievements as an allergy physician, he was bestowed an 
‘outstanding clinician award’ from the World Allergy Organiza-
tion in 2007.

Prof. You-Young Kim is a genuine pioneer who built the foun-
dation of allergy and clinical immunology field in Korea. He has 
devoted himself to the training of numerous clinicians, schol-
ars, and researchers. To commemorate Prof. You-Young Kim’s 
pioneering work and to honor his retirement, the alumni asso-
ciation of the Division of Allergy and Clinical Immunology at 
Seoul National University Hospital held an international asth-
ma allergy symposium in October, 2009. The event was a spe-
cial time to discuss and reflect on the history, current findings, 
and the future of the Korean allergy field. At the symposium, 
Professor Kim reviewed the history of allergology in Korea and 
Professor Holgate, a friend as well as a mentor of Professor Kim, 
gave a lecture on asthma pathogenesis. There was also a review 
of the evolution of asthma concept and guidelines by Professor 
Makino. Along with his international colleagues, well-known 
scholars in Korea who were one time students of Professor Kim 
joined the commemoration symposium. Prof. Moon, who is 
the current chairman of the board of KAACI, discussed the role 
of oxidative stress in the pathogenesis of asthma. Prof. Park, who 
is the editor-in-chief of the AAIR, delivered a lecture on the top-
ic of eosinophil and development of asthma. As a representa-
tive of the Division of Allergy and Clinical Immunology in Seoul 
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National University Hospital, I presented the topic of pharma-
cogenomic approaches to asthma treatment.

The topics presented at Prof. Kim’s commemoration sympo-
sium were published as reviews in this issue of AAIR to honor 
Prof. Kim’s retirement. Although with retirement, Prof. Kim took 
a step back from the front lines, we will always appreciate and 
remember his everlasting efforts and passion and wish him a 
healthy and happy retirement. Thank you Prof. Kim for your 
dedication to Korean allergology, you are an exemplar of both 
physician and scholar and gave an inspiration to current and 
future generations in the field of medicine.

 

REFERENCES

1. Kim YY, Holgate ST, Church MK. Inhibition of histamine release 
from dispersed human lung and tonsillar mast cells by nicardipine 
and nifedipine. Br J Clin Pharmacol 1985;19:631-8.

2. Kim YY, Cho SH, Kim WK, Park JK, Song SH, Kim YK, Jee YK, Ha 
MN, Ahn YO, Lee SI, Min KU. Prevalence of childhood asthma 
based on questionnaires and methacholine bronchial provocation 
test in Korea. Clin Exp Allergy 1997;27:761-8.

3. Kim YK, Kim SH, Tak YJ, Jee YK, Lee BJ, Kim SH, Park HW, Jung JW, 
Bahn JW, Chang YS, Choi DC, Chang SI, Min KU, Kim YY, Cho SH. 
High prevalence of current asthma and active smoking effect among 
the elderly. Clin Exp Allergy 2002;32:1706-12.

4. Kim YK, Cho SH, Koh YY, Son JW, Jee YK, Lee MH, Min KU, Kim YY. 
Skin reactivity to inhalant allergens, total serum IgE levels, and 
bronchial responsiveness to methacholine are increased in par-
ents of nonatopic asthmatic children. J Allergy Clin Immunol 1999; 
104:311-6.

5. Kim YK, Lee MH, Jee YK, Hong SC, Bae JM, Chang YS, Jung JW, Lee 
BJ, Son JW, Cho SH, Min KU, Kim YY. Spider mite allergy in apple-
cultivating farmers: European red mite (Panonychus ulmi) and 
two-spotted spider mite (Tetranychus urticae) may be important 
allergens in the development of work-related asthma and rhinitis 
symptoms. J Allergy Clin Immunol 1999;104:1285-92.

6. Kim YK, Son JW, Kim HY, Park HS, Lee MH, Cho SH, Min KU, Kim 
YY. Citrus red mite (Panonychus citri) is the most common sensi-
tizing allergen of asthma and rhinitis in citrus farmers. Clin Exp Al-
lergy 1999;29:1102-9.

7. Kim YK, Park HS, Kim HY, Jee YK, Son JW, Bae JM, Lee MH, Cho 
SH, Min KU, Kim YY. Citrus red mite (Panonychus citri) may be an 
important allergen in the development of asthma among exposed 
children. Clin Exp Allergy 2001;31:582-9.

8. Kim YK, Chang YS, Lee MH, Hong SC, Bae JM, Jee YK, Chun BR, 
Cho SH, Min KU, Kim YY. Role of environmental exposure to spi-
der mites in the sensitization and the clinical manifestation of asth-
ma and rhinitis in children and adolescents living in rural and ur-
ban areas. Clin Exp Allergy 2002;32:1305-9.

9. Kim YK, Oh HB, Lee EY, Gho YS, Lee JE, Kim YY. Association between 
a genetic variation of CC chemokine receptor-2 and atopic asthma. 
Allergy 2007;62:208-9.

10. Kim YK, Cho SH, Koh YY, Son JW, Lee BJ, Min KU, Kim YY. Linkage 
between IgE receptor-mediated histamine releasability from baso-
phils and gene marker of chromosome 11q13. J Allergy Clin Im-
munol 1999;104:618-22.

11. Kim SH, Oh SY, Oh HB, Kim YK, Cho SH, Kim YY, Min KU. Associa-
tion of beta2-adrenoreceptor polymorphisms with nocturnal cough 
among atopic subjects but not with atopy and nonspecific bron-
chial hyperresponsiveness. J Allergy Clin Immunol 2002;109:630-5.

12. Kim YK, Oh SY, Oh HB, Chun SY, Cho SH, Koh YY, Min KU, Kim YY. 
Coding single nucleotide polymorphism in the high-affinity immu-
noglobulin E receptor b chain (FcepsilonRI-beta) gene is associated 
with immunoglobulin E receptor-mediated histamine release from 
basophils. Clin Exp Allergy 2002;32:751-5.

13. Park HW, Lee JE, Shin ES, Lee JY, Bahn JW, Oh HB, Oh SY, Cho SH, 
Moon HB, Min KU, Elias JA, Kim YY, Kim YK. Association between 
genetic variations of vascular endothelial growth factor receptor 2 
and atopy in the Korean population. J Allergy Clin Immunol 2006; 
117:774-9.

14. Park HW, Lee JE, Kim SH, Kim YK, Min KU, Kim YY, Cho SH. Genet-
ic variation of IL13 as a risk factor of reduced lung function in chil-
dren and adolescents: a cross-sectional population-based study in 
Korea. Respir Med 2009;103:284-8.


