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Abstract

Background: The pathophysiology of reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome (RCVS) remains elusive. Endothelial
dysfunction might play a role, but direct evidence is lacking. This study aimed to explore whether patients with RCVS
have a reduced level of circulating circulating endothelial progenitor cells (EPCs) to repair the dysfunctional endothelial
vasomotor control.

Methods: We prospectively recruited 24 patients with RCVS within one month of disease onset and 24 healthy age- and
sex-matched controls. Flow cytometry was used to quantify the numbers of circulating EPCs, defined as KDR+CD133+,
CD34+CD133+, and CD34+KDR+ double-positive mononuclear cells. The Lindegaard index, an index of vasoconstriction,
was calculated by measuring the mean flow velocity of middle cerebral arteries and distal extracranial internal
carotid arteries via color-coded sonography on the same day as blood drawing. A Lindegaard index of 2 was
chosen as the cutoff value for significant vasoconstriction of middle cerebral arteries based on our previous study.

Results: Patients with RCVS had a reduced number of CD34+KDR+ cells (0.009 ± 0.006% vs. 0.014 ± 0.010%, p = 0.031)
but not KDR+CD133+ cells or CD34+CD133+ EPCs, in comparison with controls. The number of CD34+KDR+ cells was
inversely correlated with the Lindegaard index (rs = −0.418, p = 0.047). Of note, compared to controls, patients with a
Lindegaard index > 2 (n = 13) had a reduced number of CD34+KDR+ cells (0.007 ± 0.005% vs. 0.014 ± 0.010%, p = 0.010),
but those with a Lindegaard index≤ 2 did not.

Conclusions: Patients with RCVS had reduced circulating CD34+KDR+ EPCs, which were correlated with the severity of
vasoconstriction. Endothelial dysfunction might contribute to the pathogenesis of RCVS.
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Background
Reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome (RCVS) is
clinical-radiological syndrome characterized by recurrent
thunderclap headaches and reversible segmental vaso-
constrictions of cerebral arteries [1,2]. Large case series
have demonstrated that RCVS is not uncommon [3-5],
but rather an under-recognized clinical emergency [6].
Patients with RCVS exhibit substantial risks of devastating
complications such as posterior reversible encephalopathy
syndrome (PRES), ischemic stroke, and intracranial
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hemorrhages (including cortical subarachnoid, intracerebral,
and even subdural hemorrhage) [3-5,7-9].
RCVS can be either idiopathic or secondary. For some

secondary RCVS cases, the use of cocaine or marijuana
is the inciting factor responsible for the pathogenesis.
However, the pathogenesis of idiopathic RCVS is enig-
matic. Sympathetic overactivity [10], oxidative stress [11]
and genetic predisposition [12] might play certain roles.
We suspect that endothelial dysfunction in RCVS is also
highly plausible because both sympathetic overactivity
and oxidative stress are detrimental to the endothelium
[13-15]. Recent studies showed that bone marrow-derived
endothelial progenitor cells (EPCs) are the main source
that contributes to the regeneration and maintenance of
the endothelium [16,17]. The number of circulating EPCs
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has been reported to be a surrogate biologic marker of
vascular function and to correlate inversely with the endo-
thelial repair capacity and cardiovascular risks [17-19]. We
hypothesized that patients with RCVS might have decreased
circulating EPCs during the course of vasoconstriction.

Methods
Ethics
The study protocol was approved by the Institutional
Review Board of Taipei Veterans General Hospital. All
participants provided written informed consent before
entering the study. All clinical investigations were con-
ducted according to the principles expressed in the
Declaration of Helsinki. The corresponding authors had
full access to all of the data in the study and had final
responsibility for the decision to submit the results for
publication.

Participants and clinical settings
Patients with RCVS were recruited from the Neurology
Department of Taipei Veterans General Hospital, a 2,909-
bed national medical center located in Taipei City from
2011 to 2013. Age- and sex-matched volunteer partici-
pants who had neither headache history nor severe medical
illness were recruited as normal controls. The inclusion
criteria for the participants (both patients and controls)
were the following: (1) age between 20 and 65 years, and
(2) subjects could fully understand the purpose of the re-
search and voluntarily join the study. Because many intrin-
sic or exogenous factors could influence the number of
circulating EPCs, we applied very strict exclusion criteria
and selectively enrolled matched controls to eliminate the
influence of these confounders. Subjects were excluded
if they met the following criteria: (1) had a smoking history,
(2) had a major systemic illness such as uncontrolled hyper-
tension (systolic blood pressure > 160 mmHg, diastolic
blood pressure > 100 mmHg) at baseline, diabetes mellitus,
cardiovascular or cerebrovascular disease, chronic hepatic
or renal disease, or malignancies, (3) used illicit drugs;
or (4) women who were pregnant or within 3 months
postpartum. Subjects with a history of migraine and grade
1 hypertension (systolic blood pressure 140–159 mmHg,
diastolic blood pressure 90–99 mmHg) were permitted to
enroll because some patients with RCVS may have mi-
graine and hypertension.
The diagnosis of RCVS was based on the following

criteria: (1) at least two acute-onset severe headaches
(thunderclap headaches), with or without focal neurological
deficits; (2) vasoconstrictions demonstrated on magnetic
resonance angiography (MRA); (3) reversibility of vaso-
constrictions, as demonstrated by at least one follow-up
MRA within 3 months; and (4) aneurysmal subarachnoid
hemorrhage or other intracranial disorders were ruled out
by appropriate investigations, but cortical subarachnoid
hemorrhage in RCVS was allowed. The diagnostic criteria
were adapted from the criteria of “benign (or reversible)
angiopathy of the central nervous system” proposed by the
International Classification of Headache Disorders, second
edition (ICHD-2) (Code 6.7.3) [20] with the exception of
the duration criterion D as well as the essential diagnostic
elements of RCVS proposed by Calabrese et al. [1]. In
this study, only patients with idiopathic RCVS within
one month of headache onset were eligible to minimize
potential confounders.

Clinical evaluations
Basic demographic information and anthropometric mea-
surements including height, body weight, and body mass
index (BMI) [21] were collected. All enrolled subjects re-
ceived comprehensive clinical and neurological examina-
tions, and provided detailed medical, headache, and drug
histories upon entering the study. Lipid profiles were ob-
tained from general serological surveys. Diagnostic investi-
gations including the first MRA, transcranial color-coded
sonography and/or spinal taps were performed within the
first two days after the patient was seen. Control subjects
did not receive neuroimaging studies. The protocols have
been reported previously [3,7,8]. In brief, brain MRI, MRA
and MR venography (MRV) studies were performed with
a 3-Tesla MR scanner. Intracranial lesions were carefully
evaluated with adequate MR sequences, for example,
subarachnoid hemorrhage with susceptibility weighted
imaging (SWI) and intracranial aneurysms with three-
dimensional time-of flight (TOF) MRA. Sequential MRAs
were performed in all subjects with RCVS until the
normalization of vasoconstrictions. The mean flow velocity
of the major cerebral arteries was detected by transcranial
color-coded sonography and recorded; the protocols were
detailed elsewhere [7]. The following data were analyzed:
mean flow velocity of middle cerebral artery (MCA)
(VMCA) and the Lindegaard index (LI), which is calcu-
lated by dividing the VMCA by the mean flow velocity of
the ipsilateral distal extracranial internal carotid artery.
The LI was selected to evaluate the vasoconstrictions to
avoid possible misreading of hyperemia as vasospasm. For
computational purposes, the average VMCA and LI derived
from the bilateral MCAs in each patient were calculated.
We analyzed only VMCA and LI because MCA is the most
widely studied and validated vessel for vasoconstrictions
using transcranial color-coded sonography (TCCS) and
there have been no validated sonographic criteria of vaso-
constrictions for the other cerebral vessels with adequate
sensitivity [7]. In addition, our previous studies showed a
good correlation of VMCA and LI with the severity of vaso-
constrictions detected by MRA.
Because the severity of vasoconstriction of the MCA

could vary between patients at the time of blood sampling,
we further stratified the patients according to their LI
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values. Based on our previous study [7], an LI value of 2,
the upper limit of our normal controls, was chosen to
stratify the patients into two groups: those having either
significant or insignificant vasoconstrictions of the MCA.
An LI value of 3 was also used to evaluate whether pa-
tients at risk of ischemic complications [7] could have
lower EPCs. Of note, the cut-off values of LI used here
were based on our previous study in RCVS patients
using TCCS [7] and should not be translated to the same
severity of vasopasm in SAH based on studies using trans-
cranial Doppler (TCD) [22]. In patients with SAH, the LI
is disproportionately amplified because of low extracranial
ICA flow velocity due to cerebral hypoperfusion caused
by increased intracranial pressure (IICP) [22,23], while pa-
tients with RCVS usually have normal ICP [1-3]. Patients
with RCVS who fulfilled the mild vasospasm criteria for
SAH already had high risks of developing PRES (75%) or
ischemic stroke (50%) [7].

Flow cytometric analysis of circulating EPCs
The flow cytometric analysis of circulating EPCs was
performed based on our previously established methods
[24]. Peripheral blood was collected from the antecubital
vein on the same day of transcranial color-coded sonog-
raphy, before administration of any therapeutics. The sam-
ples were processed immediately after blood drawing. A
volume of 100 μL blood was incubated for 15 minutes
in the dark with monoclonal antibodies against human
kinase insert domain receptor (KDR; R&D, Minneapolis,
MN, USA) followed by phycoerythrin (PE)-conjugated
secondary antibody, with the fluorescein isothiocyanate
(FITC)-labeled monoclonal antibodies against human CD45
(Becton Dickinson, Franklin Lakes, NJ, USA), with the
PE-conjugated monoclonal antibody against human CD133
(Miltenyi Biotec, Germany), and with FITC-conjugated
or PE-conjugated monoclonal antibodies against human
CD34 (Serotec, Raleigh, NC, USA). Isotype-identical anti-
bodies were used as controls (Becton Dickinson, Franklin
Lakes, NJ, USA). After incubation, cells were lysed, washed
with phosphate-buffered saline (PBS), and fixed in 2%
paraformaldehyde before analysis. Each analysis included
100,000 events. Flow cytometry was used to quantify the
numbers of circulating EPCs defined as KDR+CD133+,
CD34+CD133+, and CD34+KDR+ double-positive mono-
nuclear cells (Additional file 1: Figure S1). To assess the
reproducibility of the EPC measurements, circulating
EPCs were measured from two separate blood samples
in 20 subjects (10 controls and 10 patients each). Mature
circulating endothelial cells, which are generally recog-
nized as cells expressing endothelial markers (CD 144,
CD 146, vWF, VEGFR-2) in the absence of hematopoietic
(CD 14, CD 45) and progenitor (CD 34, CD 133) markers
(despite the lack of a clear concensus on their phenotypic
definitions) [25,26], were excluded with this method.
Statistics
Descriptive statistics are presented as the mean ± standard
deviation or as the number (percentage). For normally
distributed variables, continuous ones were compared
by the Student’s t-test, and categorical ones were com-
pared by the Chi-square or Fisher exact tests. For variables
that don’t have a normal distribution, Kruskal-Wallis test
and Mann–Whitney U test were used as appropriate.
For correlations between EPC counts with other variables,
Spearman correlation coefficient rs was applied because
EPC counts were not normally distributed (by Shapiro-Wilk
test). All calculated p-values were two-tailed. Statistical
significance was defined as p < 0.05. Because there was collin-
earity between the number of KDR+CD133+, CD34+CD133+,
and CD34+KDR+ cells (the correlation coefficients were
0.666 for CD34+CD133+ and CD34+KDR+ cells (p < 0.001),
0.735 for KDR+CD133+ and CD34+CD133+ cells (p < 0.001),
and 0.570 for KDR+CD133+ and CD34+KDR+ cells
(p < 0.001)), corrections for multiple comparisons were not
applied in this study. All analyses were performed with
the IBM SPSS Statistics software package, version 18.0.

Results
Participants and their characteristics
During the two-year study period, we prospectively re-
cruited 31 patients with RCVS. After excluding one pa-
tient with a previous history of intracerebral hemorrhage,
one patient with previous cerebral infarction, two patients
who used psueodephedrine, one patient who had a history
of marijuana use, one patient who was postpartum, and
one heavy smoker, 24 patients were eligible for study.
Another 24 age- and sex-matched controls were recruited
during the study period. There was no difference in the
demographics, BMIs, medical illnesses, and serum choles-
terol levels between the two groups (Table 1). Most of
the patients (91.7%) had identifiable triggers for their
thunderclap headaches, with defecation (58.3%) and bath-
ing (29.2%) being the most common. The cerebrospinal
fluid was studied in 12 (50%) patients, and their results
were all normal.

Neuroimaging findings
None of the patients had posterior reversible encephalop-
athy syndromes, ischemic stroke, intracerebral hemorrhage
or intracranial arterial dissection on the initial or follow-up
MR studies, but one patient had cortical subarachnoid
hemorrhage confined to right anterior high frontal cor-
tex without identifiable aneurysm. None of the patients
had aneurysmal subarachnoid hemorrhage in consecutive
MR studies.

EPC measurements
The blood samples were taken at a mean of 5.4 ± 3.7 days
(range 2–13) after headache onset. Of the 20 subjects



Table 1 Basic demongraphics, body mass index, and
medical illness of participants

Controls(n = 24) RCVS(n = 24) P value

Age, y (mean ± SD) 45.0 ± 11.9 48.8 ± 9.5 0.229

Gender (M/F) 4/20 4/20 1.000

Menopause, n (%) 6 (12%) 7 (14%) 0.906

Body mass index (kg/m2) 25.3 ± 1.7 24.0 ± 3.0 0.525

Hypertension, n (%) 0 (0%) 1 (4.2%) 0.312

Diabetes, n (%) 0 (%) 0 (0%) 1.000

Coronary artery disease,
n (%)

0 (%) 0 (0%) 1.000

Migraine, n (%) 2 (8.3%) 4 (16.7%) 0.663

Cholesterol (mg/dL) 193.6 ± 35.3 183.7 ± 28.7 0.370
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who had two separate blood samples, there was a strong
correlation between the two measurements suggesting
high reproducibility (CD34+CD133+: rs = 0.973, p < 0.001;
CD34+KDR+: rs = 0.972, p < 0.001; and KDR+CD133+: rs =
0.976, p < 0.001). There were no correlations between the
EPC counts and age, gender, BMI, menopausal status,
migraine, hypertension, or serum cholesterol level.
In comparison to the controls, patients with RCVS had

reduced numbers of CD34+KDR+ cells (0.009 ± 0.006% vs.
0.014 ± 0.010%, p = 0.031), but they had no reduction in
KDR+CD133+ cells (0.031 ± 0.015% vs. 0.039 ± 0.020%,
p = 0.176) or CD34+CD133+ EPCs (0.045 ± 0.028% vs.
0.060 ± 0.041%, p = 0.140). The EPC counts in patients with
comorbid migraine (n = 4) did not differ from that in
patients without comorbid migraine (n = 20) (CD34+KDR+

cells (0.007 ± 0.006% vs. 0.009 ± 0.006%, p = 0.751),
KDR+CD133+ cells (0.027 ± 0.010% vs. 0.032 ± 0.015%,
p = 0.642), CD34+CD133+ EPCs (0.042 ± 0.007% vs.
0.045 ± 0.030%, p = 0.781)).
In comparison with the controls, patients with an LI > 2

(n = 13) had fewer CD34+KDR+ cells (0.007 ± 0.005% vs.
0.014 ± 0.010%, p = 0.010), but there was no difference in
the number of KDR+CD133+ cells (0.032 ± 0.014% vs.
0.039 ± 0.020%, p = 0.186) or CD34+CD133+ EPCs (0.042 ±
0.023% vs. 0.060 ± 0.041%, p = 0.087).The EPC counts of
patients with LI ≤ 2 did not differ from those of the controls
(CD34+KDR+ cells: 0.012 ± 0.006% vs. 0.014 ± 0.010%,
p = 0.392; KDR+CD133+ cells: 0.036 ± 0.016% vs. 0.039 ±
0.020%, p = 0.404; CD34+CD133+ cells: 0.052 ± 0.032% vs.
0.060 ± 0.041%, p = 0.534.) (Figure 1)
In patients with LI > 3 (n = 3), the trend was similar:

Their CD34+KDR+ cell counts were lower than the con-
trols (0.006 ± 0.002% vs. 0.014 ± 0.010%, p = 0.015), but
there was no difference in the numbers of KDR+CD133+

cells (0.023 ± 0.008% vs. 0.039 ± 0.020%, p = 0.070) or
CD34+CD133+ EPCs (0.032 ± 0.012% vs. 0.060 ± 0.041%,
p = 0.054).
Correlations between EPCs and clinical variables
The number of CD34+KDR+ cells was negatively correlated
with the LI (rs = −0.418, p = 0.047) (Figure 2), whereas
there was no significant correlation of LI with the number
of KDR+CD133+ (rs = −0.265, p = 0.221) or CD34+CD133+

cells (rs = −0.207, p = 0.344). None of the other clinical var-
iables such as triggers (including defecation, bathing, exer-
tion, cough, rage, or sex) or the number and duration of
thunderclap headaches before blood drawing had signifi-
cant correlations with the EPCs counts (data not shown).

Discussions
Our study demonstrated that patients with RCVS had
reduced circulating CD34+KDR+ EPCs in comparison with
controls, especially in those with more severe vasocon-
strictions (LI > 2) and those at risk of ischemic complica-
tions (LI > 3). The number of CD34+KDR+ EPCs was
negatively correlated with the severity of vasoconstrictions
evaluated with the LI. In contrast, the KDR+CD133+ and
CD34+CD133+ EPCs did not show any associations with
RCVS.
Circulating EPCs are capable of patching sites of de-

nuding injury, and they serve as a cellular reservoir for
the replacement of dysfunctional endothelium [27,28].
However, it is unclear which antigenic profiles best iden-
tify progenitor cells with the potential for endothelial
repair [29]. Cells expressing CD34 (an adhesion molecule
expressed on hematopoietic stem cells) and KDR (a type 2
vascular endothelial growth factor receptor that indi-
cates early endothelial differentiation) might be the main
constituent of the circulating EPCs responsible for re-
endothelialization [30]. The identification of fewer circu-
lating CD34+KDR+ EPCs was consistent with our hypoth-
esis that patients with RCVS had a reduced capacity for
endothelial repair. The inverse correlation between the
CD34+KDR+ EPC count and the severity of vasoconstric-
tion further supports the hypothesis that the reduced
endothelial repair capability might be associated with the
overwhelmed vasomotor control in RCVS. The reason
why the KDR+CD133+ and CD34+CD133+ EPCs were
not correlated with severity of vasoconstrictions was
unknown, but these findings might suggest that not all the
EPC phenotypes were associated with vasomotor control.
It is unclear whether there is a causal relationship be-

tween reduced EPC counts and vasoconstrictions in RCVS.
Whether patients with RCVS have already had reduced cir-
culating EPCs before disease onset could never be proved
since it’s almost impossible to have pre-morbid EPC meas-
urement. We put forth the following hypotheses. First, it is
possible that when an unknown insult ignites the vicious
cycle of sympathetic overactivity [10] and oxidative stress
[11], which damages the endothelium of the cerebral
vasculature, EPCs will be mobilized from the bone marrow
into the circulation to repair the endothelial damage.



Figure 1 Comparison of the numbers of endothelial progenitor
cells between patients with reversible cerebral vasoconstriction
syndrome and controls. (column: mean, error bars: standard errors).
RCVS: reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome; LI: Lindegaard
index.
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When patients have low baseline EPCs or a compromised
capacity of EPC mobilization, they are likely to develop
more severe vasoconstriction. In contrast, patients with
sufficient EPCs might have less severe vasoconstrictions.
Second, sympathetic overactivity and oxidative stress may
accelerate the consumption or senescence of circulating
EPCs [31,32], which could further hamper the numbers
and function of EPCs. However, this was purely specula-
tive because we did not perform functional assays on EPCs
in this study. Previous studies have shown that headache
disorders such as migraine or cluster headache could be
modulated by immunological cells that migrate from
peripheral blood circulation into central nervous system,
via an altered expression of adhesion molecules and
chemotactic cytokines. Although mechanistically differ-
ent, this neuroimmunological interplay might serve as a
model for us to envision the mechanism of EPCs in
RCVS [33,34].
Our study has limitations. First, to eliminate the influ-

ence of potential confounders that might interfere EPC
counts, we applied very strict exclusion criteria and select-
ively enrolled matched controls. Hence, it is not possible
to conclude whether the study results are generalizable to
patients who have multiple vascular risk factors or obvious
secondary causes of RCVS, such as illicit drug users. In
addition, the number of participants was limited in this
study partially due to the exclusion and matching criteria.
However, considering the prevalence of RCVS, the possible
interassay variability during the prolonged study duration
(which could be due to machines, operators, and reagents,
etc.), and the significant study results, we believe that the
Figure 2 Correlation between the numbers of CD34+KDR+

endothelial progenitor cells and Lindegaard index.
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current case numbers are appropriate for our research
purposes. Finally, as mentioned above, we did not per-
form functional assays on EPCs. Further mechanistic
approaches are required.

Conclusions
Patients with RCVS had reduced circulating CD34+KDR+

EPCs, which were inversely correlated with the severity
of vasoconstrictions. A reduced capacity of circulating
EPCs to repair dysfunctional endothelial vasomotor con-
trol might contribute to the pathogenesis of vasoconstric-
tions in patients with RCVS. The potential of therapies
targeting the restoration of endothelial function deserves
exploration.

Additional file

Additional file 1: Figure S1. Representative flow cytometric analysis for
quantifying the number of circulating endothelial progenitor cells (EPCs).
Mononuclear cells were gated by forward/sideward scatter (FSC/SSC), and
the numbers of circulating EPCs were defined as CD34+KDR+, CD34+CD133+,
and KDR+CD133+ cells respectively. (A) Patients with reversible cerebral
vasoconstriction syndrome, (B) Controls.

Abbreviations
BMI: Body mass index; EPC: Endothelial progenitor cell; ICHD-2: International
Classification of Headache Disorders, second edition; IICP: Increased
intracranial pressure; LI: Lindegaard index; MCA: Middle cerebral artery;
MRA: Magnetic resonance angiography; MRV: Magnetic resonance
venography; PRES: Posterior reversible encephalopathy syndrome;
RCVS: Reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome; SAH: Subarachnoid
hemorrhage; TCCS: Transcranial color-coded sonography; TCD: Transcranial
Doppler; VMCA: Mean flow velocity of middle cerebral artery.

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Authors’ contributions
Dr. SPC - Study concept and design, patient recruitment, acquisition of data,
analysis and interpretation, manuscript writing. Dr. JLF - Study concept and
design, patient recruitment, study supervision, critical revision of the manuscript
for important intellectual content. Dr. SJW - Study concept and design, patient
recruitment, study supervision, critical revision of the manuscript for important
intellectual content. Dr. YFW - patient recruitment, acquisition of data, analysis
and interpretation. Dr. PHH - technical support, critical revision of the
manuscript for important intellectual content. Dr. CWC - technical support,
critical revision of the manuscript for important intellectual content. All authors
read and approved the final manuscript.

Study funding
This study was supported by grants from the National Science Council of
Taiwan (99-2314-B-075-036-MY3, 100-2314-B-010-019-MY2, 100-2314-B-010-
018-MY3), Taipei-Veterans General Hospital (V100B-007, VGHUST101-G7-1-1,
V101C-106, V101E7-003), NSC support for Center for Dynamical Biomarkers
and Translational Medicine, National Central University, Taiwan (NSC 100-
2911-I-008-001), Brain Research Center, National Yang-Ming University and a
grant from Ministry of Education, Aim for the Top University Plan. No additional
external funding received for this study. The funders had no role in study
design, data collection and analysis, decision to publish, or preparation of
the manuscript.

Author details
1Faculty of Medicine, School of Medicine, National Yang-Ming University,
Taipei, Taiwan. 2Department of Neurology, Neurological Institute, Taipei
Veterans General Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan. 3Brain Research Center, National
Yang-Ming University, Taipei, Taiwan. 4Institute of Brain Science, National
Yang-Ming University, Taipei, Taiwan. 5Department of Internal Medicine,
Division of Cardiology, Taipei Veterans General Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan.
6Department and Institute of Pharmacology, School of Medicine, National
Yang-Ming University, Taipei, Taiwan. 7Department of Medical Research &
Education, Taipei Veterans General Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan.

Received: 28 September 2014 Accepted: 20 November 2014
Published: 2 December 2014
References
1. Calabrese LH, Dodick DW, Schwedt TJ, Singhal AB (2007) Narrative review:

reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndromes. Ann Intern Med 146(1):34–44
2. Ducros A (2012) Reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome. Lancet

Neurol 11(10):906–917
3. Chen SP, Fuh JL, Lirng JF, Chang FC, Wang SJ (2006) Recurrent primary

thunderclap headache and benign CNS angiopathy: spectra of the same
disorder? Neurology 67(12):2164–2169

4. Ducros A, Boukobza M, Porcher R, Sarov M, Valade D, Bousser MG (2007)
The clinical and radiological spectrum of reversible cerebral vasoconstriction
syndrome. A prospective series of 67 patients. Brain 130(Pt 12):3091–3101

5. Singhal AB, Hajj-Ali RA, Topcuoglu MA, Fok J, Bena J, Yang D, Calabrese LH
(2011) Reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndromes: analysis of 139 cases.
Arch Neurol 68(8):1005–1012

6. Chen SP, Fuh JL, Wang SJ (2010) Reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome:
an under-recognized clinical emergency. Ther Adv Neurol Disord 3(3):161–171

7. Chen SP, Fuh JL, Chang FC, Lirng JF, Shia BC, Wang SJ (2008) Transcranial
color doppler study for reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndromes.
Ann Neurol 63(6):751–757

8. Chen SP, Fuh JL, Wang SJ, Chang FC, Lirng JF, Fang YC, Shia BC, Wu JC
(2010) Magnetic resonance angiography in reversible cerebral
vasoconstriction syndromes. Ann Neurol 67(5):648–656

9. Ducros A, Fiedler U, Porcher R, Boukobza M, Stapf C, Bousser MG (2010)
Hemorrhagic manifestations of reversible cerebral vasoconstriction
syndrome: frequency, features, and risk factors. Stroke 41(11):2505–2511

10. Chen SP, Yang AC, Fuh JL, Wang SJ (2013) Autonomic dysfunction in
reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndromes. J Headache Pain 14(1):94,
doi:10.1186/1129-2377-14-94

11. Chen SP, Chung YT, Liu TY, Wang YF, Fuh JL, Wang SJ (2013) Oxidative
stress and increased formation of vasoconstricting F2-isoprostanes in
patients with reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome. Free Radic
Biol Med 61C:243–248

12. Chen SP, Fuh JL, Wang SJ, Tsai SJ, Hong CJ, Yang AC (2011) Brain-derived
neurotrophic factor gene Val66Met polymorphism modulates reversible
cerebral vasoconstriction syndromes. PLoS One 6(3):e18024,
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0018024

13. Zalba G, Fortuno A, San Jose G, Moreno MU, Beloqui O, Diez J (2007)
Oxidative stress, endothelial dysfunction and cerebrovascular disease.
Cerebrovasc Dis 24(Suppl 1):24–29

14. Faraci FM (2006) Reactive oxygen species: influence on cerebral vascular
tone. J Appl Physiol (1985) 100(2):739–743

15. Bruno RM, Ghiadoni L, Seravalle G, Dell’oro R, Taddei S, Grassi G (2012)
Sympathetic regulation of vascular function in health and disease. Front
Physiol 3:284, doi:10.3389/fphys

16. Asahara T, Masuda H, Takahashi T, Kalka C, Pastore C, Silver M, Kearne M,
Magner M, Isner JM (1999) Bone marrow origin of endothelial progenitor
cells responsible for postnatal vasculogenesis in physiological and
pathological neovascularization. Circ Res 85(3):221–228

17. Hill JM, Zalos G, Halcox JP, Schenke WH, Waclawiw MA, Quyyumi AA, Finkel T
(2003) Circulating endothelial progenitor cells, vascular function, and
cardiovascular risk. N Engl J Med 348(7):593–600

18. Werner N, Kosiol S, Schiegl T, Ahlers P, Walenta K, Link A, Bohm M, Nickenig G
(2005) Circulating endothelial progenitor cells and cardiovascular outcomes.
N Engl J Med 353(10):999–1007

19. Ghani U, Shuaib A, Salam A, Nasir A, Shuaib U, Jeerakathil T, Sher F,
O’Rourke F, Nasser AM, Schwindt B, Todd K (2005) Endothelial progenitor
cells during cerebrovascular disease. Stroke 36(1):151–153

20. Headache Classification Subcommittee of the International Headache
Society (2004) The International Classification of Headache Disorders: 2nd
edition. Cephalalgia 24(Suppl 1):9–160

http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1129-2377-15-82-S1.docx


Chen et al. The Journal of Headache and Pain 2014, 15:82 Page 7 of 7
http://www.thejournalofheadacheandpain.com/content/15/1/82
21. MacEneaney OJ, Kushner EJ, Van Guilder GP, Greiner JJ, Stauffer BL, DeSouza CA
(2009) Endothelial progenitor cell number and colony-forming capacity in
overweight and obese adults. Int J Obes (Lond) 33(2):219–225

22. Lindegaard KF, Nornes H, Bakke SJ, Sorteberg W, Nakstad P (1989) Cerebral
vasospasm diagnosis by means of angiography and blood velocity
measurements. Acta Neurochir (Wien) 100(1–2):12–24

23. Lindegaard K (1999) The role of transcranial Doppler in the management of
patients with subarachnoid hemorrhage- a review. Acta Neurochir Suppl
72:59–71

24. Huang PH, Chen YH, Tsai HY, Chen JS, Wu TC, Lin FY, Sata M, Chen JW, Lin SJ
(2010) Intake of red wine increases the number and functional capacity of
circulating endothelial progenitor cells by enhancing nitric oxide bioavailability.
Arterioscler Thromb Vasc Biol 30(4):869–877

25. Jacques N, Vimond N, Conforti R, Griscelli F, Lecluse Y, Laplanche A, Malka D,
Vielh P, Farace F (2008) Quantification of circulating mature endothelial cells
using a whole blood four-color flow cytometric assay. J Immunol Methods
337(2):132–143

26. Khan SS, Solomon MA, McCoy JP Jr (2005) Detection of circulating
endothelial cells and endothelial progenitor cells by flow cytometry.
Cytometry B Clin Cytom 64(1):1–8

27. Hristov M, Erl W, Weber PC (2003) Endothelial progenitor cells: mobilization,
differentiation, and homing. Arterioscler Thromb Vasc Biol 23(7):1185–1189

28. Schmidt-Lucke C, Rossig L, Fichtlscherer S, Vasa M, Britten M, Kamper U,
Dimmeler S, Zeiher AM (2005) Reduced number of circulating endothelial
progenitor cells predicts future cardiovascular events: proof of concept for
the clinical importance of endogenous vascular repair. Circulation
111(22):2981–2987

29. Ingram DA, Caplice NM, Yoder MC (2005) Unresolved questions, changing
definitions, and novel paradigms for defining endothelial progenitor cells.
Blood 106(5):1525–1531

30. Urbich C, Dimmeler S (2004) Endothelial progenitor cells: characterization
and role in vascular biology. Circ Res 95(4):343–353

31. Imanishi T, Hano T, Nishio I (2005) Angiotensin II accelerates endothelial
progenitor cell senescence through induction of oxidative stress.
J Hypertens 23(1):97–104

32. Imanishi T, Moriwaki C, Hano T, Nishio I (2005) Endothelial progenitor cell
senescence is accelerated in both experimental hypertensive rats and
patients with essential hypertension. J Hypertens 23(10):1831–1837

33. Martelletti P, Giacovazzo M (1996) Putative neuroimmunological
mechanisms in cluster headache. An integrated hypothesis. Headache
36(5):312–315

34. Martelletti P, Stirparo G, Morrone S, Rinaldi C, Giacovazzo M (1997) Inhibition
of intercellular adhesion molecule-1 (ICAM-1), soluble ICAM-1 and interleukin-4
by nitric oxide expression in migraine patients. J Mol Med (Berl) 75(6):448–453

doi:10.1186/1129-2377-15-82
Cite this article as: Chen et al.: Reduced circulating endothelial
progenitor cells in reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome.
The Journal of Headache and Pain 2014 15:82.
Submit your manuscript to a 
journal and benefi t from:

7 Convenient online submission

7 Rigorous peer review

7 Immediate publication on acceptance

7 Open access: articles freely available online

7 High visibility within the fi eld

7 Retaining the copyright to your article

    Submit your next manuscript at 7 springeropen.com


	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusions

	Background
	Methods
	Ethics
	Participants and clinical settings
	Clinical evaluations
	Flow cytometric analysis of circulating EPCs
	Statistics

	Results
	Participants and their characteristics
	Neuroimaging findings
	EPC measurements
	Correlations between EPCs and clinical variables

	Discussions
	Conclusions
	Additional file
	Abbreviations
	Competing interests
	Authors’ contributions
	Study funding
	Author details
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.440 793.440]
>> setpagedevice


