
possibly due to the absence of contact with the wild virus. It
will be necessary to assess the need for new vaccination
strategies in certain population groups such as healthcare
workers based on their risk of exposure.
Key messages:
� It will be necessary to assess the need for new vaccination

strategies in certain population groups.
� More seroprevalence studies are necessary to update the

status of protection against infectious disease.
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Background:
Schistosomiasis is a disease of poverty, prevalent in tropical
regions and emerging in Europe. Mass drug administration
(MDA) is a common strategy to fight the disease. Pre-school
aged children (PSAC) are conventionally considered not to be
at high risk of infection and thus usually excluded from MDA.
However, chronic infections at young ages can result in serious
health consequences. Our study aims to better understand the
schistosomiasis transmission routes in PSAC and risk percep-
tions among caretakers in the endemic context of Madagascar.
Methods:
This is a cross-sectional sub-study embedded in the clinical
trial freeBILy. Using a mixed methods approach, 86 women
and their two-year-old children in four communities of the
Amoron’ I Mania and Itasy regions of Madagascar in April
2022 were interviewed using structured questionnaires, focus
group discussions and in-depth-interviews. Additionally,
structured observational data were collected on the behaviours
of 20 PSAC around waterbodies in the communities where
notes and anonymised photos were taken.
Results:
Preliminary analysis shows that knowledge of schistosomiasis,
its transmission routes and effects is limited. Risky behaviours
of children were reported during the observations. They joined
their mothers during daily activities and spent between 3-60
mins in rivers, lakes and rice fields. The exposure time to
potentially contaminated waters was sufficient to represent a
risk for infection.
Conclusions:
Even though our preliminary results show that PSAC are at
risk of schistosomiasis infection, they are currently excluded
from systematic public health interventions. The lack of risk
awareness among caretakers in endemic countries calls for
actions to establish tailored programs on health literacy and
education. Treatment should be considered for PSAC as well as
the implementation of awareness campaigns, both locally and
globally given the re-occurrence of schistosomiasis in countries
outside the tropics.
Key messages:
� Pre-school aged children are exposed to the risk of early

infection with schistosomiasis.
� Public health programs against schistosomiasis should

address pre-school aged children in endemic countries and
in health promotion strategies globally.
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Background:
Healthcare associated infection (HAI) is a Public Health
problem. Hands of healthcare workers are a key for transmis-
sion. Compliance with WHO 5 moments for hand hygiene
(HH) has been emphasized, but there are other aspects:
appropriate use of gloves and healthy hands skin of
professionals. Gloves protect the professionals but it may
increase cross-transmission. Hands dermatitis is a handicap for
the use of alcohol-based handrubs. Data collection and
analysis, to have a good communication system to improve
training, information and to get feedback from professionals
are necessary. The aim of this work is to develop the Safe
Hands 3.0 Project in a General Hospital.
Methods:
Preventive Medicine and Public Health Department carried
out a descriptive study carried out in a 477-bed General
Hospital in last semester 2021. Compliance with HH and the
possible causes of non-compliance were assessed with
observations and knowledge surveys included appropriate
use of gloves in healthcare practice and the impact on hand in
professionals. The surveys were carried out using Lime Survey
for mobile devices and Google for WhatsApp.
Results:
From 550 observations of HH compliance for the WHO 5
moments is less than 40%. Half of non-compliance was due to
inappropriate use of gloves. 266 surveys answered highlighting
the need for continued training. Survey on hand skin health
perception was answered by 182 professionals, 44% reported
dermatological issues and 81% notice that their work damaged
their hands skin. A corporate logo was created, use the hospital
website and a structured Communication Plan for its
implementation.
Conclusions:
To prevent HAI transmission, the concept of Hand Hygiene is
limited. Safe Hands 3.0 Project comes up with a bundle of care:
proper use of gloves, compliance the WHO 5 moments and
skin care of healthcare workers’ hands. Update data manage-
ment and a corporate communication plan with social
networks is necessary to improve training and compliance.
Key messages:
� A bundle of care is the key for Safe Hands: proper use of

gloves, compliance the WHO 5 moments and skin care of
healthcare workers’ hands.

� Update data management and a corporate communication
plan with social networks is necessary to improve training
and compliance.
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Monitoring and evaluation activities are recognised as key to
quality improvement in healthcare performance. The present
study is intended to design a performance evaluation system
for care pathway for patients with chronic Hepatitis C virus
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