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Introduction

Abstract

Variation in life-history traits can have major impacts on the ecological and evo-
lutionary responses of populations to environmental change. Life-history varia-
tion often results from trade-offs that arise because individuals have a limited
pool of resources to allocate among traits. However, human activities are increas-
ing the availability of many once-limited resources, such as nitrogen and phos-
phorus, with potentially major implications for the expression and evolution of
life-history trade-offs. In this review, we synthesize contemporary life history and
sexual selection literature with current research on ecosystem nutrient cycling to
highlight novel opportunities presented by anthropogenic environmental change
for investigating life-history trait development and evolution. Specifically, we
review four areas where nutrition plays a pivotal role in life-history evolution and
explore possible implications in the face of rapid, human-induced change in
nutrient availability. For example, increases in the availability of nutrients may
relax historical life-history trade-offs and reduce the honesty of signaling systems.
We argue that ecosystems experiencing anthropogenic nutrient inputs present a
powerful yet underexplored arena for testing novel and longstanding questions in
organismal life-history evolution.

Next, we review four areas where changing nutrient avail-
ability is likely to affect life-history evolution: plasticity in

For decades, life-history theory has focused on why
organisms vary in major fitness-related traits such as off-
spring number, age at first reproduction, body size, and
life span (Stearns 1992; Roff 2001). Such life-history vari-
ation is underlain in part by trade-offs that arise because
individuals have a limited pool of resources to allocate
among traits (Zera and Harshman 2001; Flatt and Hey-
land 2011). However, human activity is increasing the
availability of many nutrients that were previously limit-
ing resources in ecosystems (Vitousek et al. 1997a,b;
Smith 2003), which has major implications for under-
standing the expression and evolution of life-history
trade-offs in human-impacted landscapes. In this review,
we first summarize ecological studies that highlight how
humans are changing the availability of key nutrients.

life-history traits, the physiological basis of life-history
trade-offs, the honesty of sexual traits, and genotype-by-
environment interactions in life-history traits. For each of
these areas, we review some of the relevant literature
before discussing the implications for understanding life-
history traits and evolution in the face of rapid and
human-induced changes in nutrient availability. Overall,
we argue that anthropogenic changes in nutrient avail-
ability present unique and powerful opportunities to test
fundamental questions about life-history evolution
(Table 1: H1-6). For instance, anthropogenic nutrient
inputs may help to address the longstanding question of
why life-history traits and trade-offs vary within and
between species. At the same time, understanding evolu-
tionary responses of life histories to changing nutrients
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Table 1. Summary of questions and hypotheses about life-history evolution presented by anthropogenic nutrient change.

Questions about life-history traits and strategies
Why do species or populations vary in life-history traits?

H1: Anthropogenic changes in nutrients may allow some species or populations to allocate more to all life-history traits (e.g. offspring number

& quality, brain size)
Why do life-history trade-offs vary in intensity?

H2: Human-caused increases in nutrients over time and space may obscure trade-offs (while decreases in nutrients may make trade-offs more

pronounced)

H3: Anthropogenic increases in one nutrient may result in a novel limiting nutrient that reveals new trade-offs and/or genetic variation

Why not invest maximally in a trait closely tied to fitness?

H4: Anthropogenic change in one nutrient may result in a novel nutrient limiting trait expression
H5: In high nutrient environments, relaxed selection on nutrient acquisition and/or assimilation may lead to lessened trait expression when

anthropogenic nutrient increases are lessened
Why do species or populations vary in life-history plasticity?

H6: For some nutrients, anthropogenic change will increase the spatial and temporal variability of nutrient availability, selecting for greater

plasticity in response to that nutrient
Questions about sexual traits

Why does investment in sexual traits vary within and between species?

H7: Female choosiness may increase with nutrient status due to increased resources dedicated to choice and/or increased self-assessment of

reproductive value by females

H8: Increasing nutrients may lead to increased population sizes/densities, which in turn can result in increased selection on traits involved in

male-male competition

How do complex, honest signals evolve as part of the overall life-history strategy of an organism?
H9: Honesty of nutrient-limited sexual traits should decline with anthropogenic nutrient increases, potentially leading to relaxed selection on

sexually selected traits and possibly individual quality

H10: As nutrient availability changes, selection shifts to favor novel signals linked to new resource limitations (signal diversification)
H11: As nutrient availability changes, selection favors increasing allocation to an existing signal (signal elaboration)

Questions about responses to rapid environmental change

Why might populations and species show different responses to rapid and novel anthropogenic environments?
H12: Increases in nutrient availability may allow some populations to allocate more to life-history traits that affect both survival (e.g. plasticity)

and evolution (e.g. fecundity) in novel environments

H13: Changes in allele frequencies within populations may be driven by spatio-temporal nutrient variation that affects life-history traits

independent of any other factors that vary across individuals

H14: Standing genetic variation in life-history responses to nutrition (G x E) may contribute to rapid evolutionary changes in nutrient

acquisition, assimilation and allocation in novel nutrient environments

H15: Evolutionary processes such as population divergence may be sped up by anthropogenic increases in nutrients; alternatively, nutrient
change may reduce divergence by introducing fluctuating selective regimes
H16: Ecological changes in community structure due to outcomes of competition in high nutrient environments may bias which species survive

and diversify in high nutrient environments

should enable better predictions of how populations will
respond to rapid environmental change (Table 1: H12-
16).

The Ecology of Anthropogenic Nutrient Change

Humans are altering the way nutrients enter and are cycled
in ecosystems (briefly summarized here, but reviewed
extensively by Vitousek et al. 1997a,b; Smil 2000; Galloway
et al. 2004, 2008). Changes in nutrient availability can
affect the nutritional quality or quantity of resources
either directly or through interactions with other species
(Fig. 1). This review focuses on increases in the quality or
quantity of resources for a given species or set of species
(i.e. prior to the point of nutrient stress). While organis-
mal nutrition is often addressed in relation to the macro-

molecular composition of food items (e.g. proteins,
carbohydrates, Simpson and Raubenheimer 2012), we have
chosen to discuss nutrition from an elemental or stoichi-
ometric perspective (sensu Sterner and Elser 2002) because
it is at this level that we best understand how humans are
affecting nutrient cycling in ecosystems. In particular, we
focus on nitrogen and phosphorus as case studies of ma-
cronutrients and sodium and calcium as case studies of
micronutrients; however, humans are affecting the avail-
ability of a wide range of nutrients and other resources,
including carbon, lipids, and water. Other nutritionally
explicit approaches that consider resources at a macro level
(e.g. proteins versus nitrogen), such as the geometric
framework for nutrition (Simpson and Raubenheimer
2012), may offer additional advantages and complemen-
tary data in empirical work.
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Figure 1 Possible effects of changes in nutrient availability on nutrition at higher trophic levels. Nitrogen, phosphorus, calcium, and sodium from
human activities are readily available to organisms. Changes in nutrient availability can affect both the nutritional quality and quantity of resources,
because of individual-level responses to altered nutrient supply (e.g. increased growth or tissue nutrient concentrations) and changes in species com-
position (e.g. arising from variation in competitive ability for nutrients in resources). It is assumed that every species is adapted to some level of nutri-
ents and performs poorly when nutrient levels are either so low they are limiting or so high they are toxic. As nutrient levels shift, competitive
interactions among species result in altered community dynamics (Bobbink et al. 2010). These changes result in three possible changes in nutrition
that can occur as a result of shifts in nutrient availability: (A) Altered resource quality because of changes in the amount of nutrients per individual,
such as changes in leaf nutrient concentrations (moving up the red curve); (B) Altered resource quantity results in more nutrients per unit area, such
as changes in biomass without accompanying changes in individual-level nutrients (moving up the blue curve prior to when nutrient levels increase to
a stressful level); (C) Altered resource quality because of changes in community composition, such as change in the dominance of a higher quality

resource (species B is of higher quality than A). Of course, in many cases, both the quality and quantity of nutrition can change.

Macronutrients: nitrogen and phosphorus

Human activities are affecting both nitrogen and phospho-
rus inputs to ecosystems; this is of ecological and evolu-
tionary interest because nitrogen and phosphorus are the
nutrients that most commonly limit primary producers
worldwide (Elser et al. 2000). In addition, nitrogen and
phosphorus effects may propagate through food webs,
altering the productivity, abundance, composition, and
chemistry of higher trophic levels, although nutrient-
induced changes in species composition toward more
unpalatable or defended species may prevent enhanced
productivity at any given trophic level from propagating to
higher levels (Peterson et al. 1993; Deegan et al. 2002;
Borer et al. 2006; Cross et al. 2007; Davis et al. 2010; Finlay
2011).

Fossil fuel combustion, fertilizer production and use,
cultivation of legume crops, and deforestation create and
mobilize reactive nitrogen, oxidized and reduced nitrogen
forms that are largely biologically available (Galloway et al.
2004). Many of these forms of nitrogen move readily
through the atmosphere, ground and surface water, and
additionally through the export of food, livestock feed, and
fertilizer (Galloway et al. 2008). Thus, regions with heavy
industry, agriculture, or consumption of food (by livestock
or people) are associated with elevated downwind atmo-
spheric nitrogen deposition and downstream riverine
nitrogen. Nitrogen effects can be not only local, but also
far-reaching due to long distance transport: forms of nitro-
gen can move down rivers from agricultural or industrial
areas to coastal zones or can be transported in foods from
areas of production to areas of consumption (Elser et al.
2009).

Human activities are also altering phosphorus cycling
and elevating phosphorus inputs to ecosystems, particularly
aquatic ecosystems. Phosphorus is much less mobile than
nitrogen, as it lacks a measurable gaseous phase and does
not leach readily through soils. Unlike nitrogen, phospho-
rus is transported primarily to waterways in erosion and
runoff and through the atmosphere as dust (and only in
small amounts). Humans have altered the global cycling of
phosphorus by promoting erosion and runoff through land
clearing, cultivation, and overgrazing; applying inorganic
phosphorus fertilizer; producing phosphorus-containing
detergents that end up in wastewater; and increasing (and
geographically concentrating) the consumption of food,
feed, and associated phosphorus-rich waste by humans and
livestock (Smil 2000). Elevated aquatic inputs of both
phosphorus and nitrogen come from both nonpoint
sources (associated mainly with agriculture) and point
sources, such as wastewater treatment plants. However,
large parts of the world are not connected to sanitary sew-
ers and may have high nitrogen and phosphorus inputs to
waterways in the form of raw sewage. Even where sewage is
treated (Carpenter et al. 2011), wastewater treatment varies
greatly in nitrogen and phosphorus removal, so effluent
may still contain high concentrations of either nitrogen or
phosphorus (Carey and Migliaccio 2009).

Micronutrients: calcium and sodium

Along with macronutrients, humans are altering the avail-
ability of many micronutrients, such as sodium and cal-
cium. Sodium is a major limiting micronutrient for many
animals, and salt requirements drive behavior in both
vertebrates and invertebrates (Smedley and Eisner 1995;
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Kaspari et al. 2008). Humans are increasing sodium avail-
ability locally through road salt runoff and agricultural
practices (Findlay and Kelly 2011). While much of the
existing road salt literature focuses on the toxic effects of
increasing chloride levels due to road salt application (Kau-
shal et al. 2005), increased sodium availability may have
entirely different effects for some organisms (Jackson and
Jobbagy 2005). As a cation, sodium in road runoff is more
likely than chloride to be retained in soils (which are nega-
tively charged in regions where road salt is applied; Rama-
krishna and Viraraghavan 2005). Increased sodium
availability in areas near paved roadways (Kelting et al.
2012) has already been shown to alter foraging ecology as
animals attempt to quench their salt needs (Laurian et al.
2008; Kaspari et al. 2010) along with the development of
sodium-limited traits in roadside-feeding herbivores
(Snell-Rood et al. 2014). The broader effects of changing
sodium availability on nutritional ecology and life-history
evolution remain to be studied. Historically, sodium has
been most limited at high elevations and areas far from the
ocean (Dudley et al. 2012), but this is changing due to
human activity.

Calcium is another limiting micronutrient for many
organisms, from plants to vertebrates (Perrins 1996; White
and Broadley 2003). Variation in calcium availability has
major impacts on the ecology of species with high calcium
requirements including certain worm species (Reich et al.
2005), snails (Skeldon et al. 2007), and birds (Wilkin et al.
2009). To date, much work has focused on how human-
induced changes in soil acidity have decreased available
calcium and negatively impacted species (Juice et al. 2006).
However, in some cases, humans have increased available
calcium. Anthropogenic calcium inputs arise from cement
use, for instance, leaching into urban waterways from
cement pipes (Wright et al. 2011) or atmospheric fallout
associated with cement plants, limestone quarrying, or
building destruction (Branquinho et al. 2008). This results
in local increases in calcium availability; for instance,
calcium levels are elevated in urban areas (Pouyat et al.
2008). Whether this anthropogenic increase in calcium
availability has effects on life-history trade-offs remains
unknown, but explorations on this front will need to con-
sider correlated changes in toxins such as heavy metals
(Marcotullio 2011).

Life-History Traits in the Face of Anthropogenic
Changes in Nutrients

Changes in nutrient availability have major implications
for the development and evolution of life-history traits,
and trade-offs between these traits. Here, we broadly define
an organism’s life history as those traits that directly affect
an individual’s survival and production of offspring (see

Snell-Rood et al.

Fig. 2, Reznick et al. 2000) including classic traits such as
fecundity and life span, and, in some cases, additional traits
such as brain size and ornamentation (Badyaev and
Qvarnstrom 2002; Sol 2009). Resources and nutrients play
a major role in many aspects of life-history theory. Here,
we focus on four of the best-studied, but interrelated, con-
cepts in life-history evolution where resource and nutrient
availability play an important role: plasticity in life-history
traits, life-history trade-offs, honesty of signals, and geno-
type-by-environment interactions. Each of these contexts
has consequences for understanding life-history traits and
life-history evolution in the anthropocene. Understanding
how increasing nutrient availability affects the expression
of life-history traits and trade-offs has implications for pre-
dicting the ecological and evolutionary responses of popu-
lations in the anthropocene.

Gametes } . o
Ornamentation eproduction
-:‘ ~ Offspring investment
e @
Brain size
ol \ } Survival and

Vigilance it
Immune defense mainienance

Resources  Condition Life history traits

Figure 2 Operational definition of life-history traits. In this review, we
adopt a broad definition of life-history traits as any trait tied to repro-
duction, survival or somatic maintenance. In the past, life-history traits
have been traditionally defined as traits that compose the life table of a
population—traits tied closely to fitness such as growth, body size,
annual reproductive rates, and survival. In more recent decades, other
traits closely tied to fitness have been argued to fall under the general
umbrella of life-history traits. In particular, sexually selected traits can be
thought of as an investment in reproductive effort and thus under-
standing their expression requires a life-history approach (Andersson
1994; Badyaev and Qvarnstrom 2002). In fact, the intimate relationship
between sexually selected traits and life history was realized early in
evolutionary ecology as an explanation for why the sexes differ in life-
history traits (Orians 1969). Sexually selected traits are often expensive
to build and maintain and may compete strongly with other life-history
traits for resources (Ryan 1988; Balmford et al. 1993). This competition
for shared resources can ultimately lead to trade-offs between invest-
ment in sexually selected traits and other life-history traits (Gustafsson
et al. 1995; Kotiaho 2000). Therefore, these two types of traits are
likely to be linked and both are expected to be sensitive to fluctuations
in the resource environment. Similar arguments could be made for
other traits closely tied to fitness such as brain size. In particular, the
cognitive buffer hypothesis links brain size to survival in the face of envi-
ronmental variation and complex decision making (Kaplan and Robson
2002; Sol 2009; Mgller and Erritzoe 2014). This, combined with obser-
vations of trade-offs between brain size and other traits such as gut
length or muscle mass (Isler and van Schaik 2006; Kotrschal et al.
2013), suggest that brains should also be considered a life-history trait.
For the purposes of this review, life-history allocation refers to how an
individual or genotype allocates limited resources to the entire set of
life-history traits that determine their overall fitness.
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Life-history plasticity in response to nutrition

Nutrition has innumerable effects on the development of
life-history traits (Nylin and Gotthard 1998). Many studies
have demonstrated the sensitivity of life-history traits, such
as growth rate and fecundity, to changes in resource quan-
tity and quality (Martin 1987; Vanni and Lampert 1992;
Boggs and Ross 1993; Twombly et al. 1998; see Fig. 3 for
Daphnia as an example). For instance, fertilizer application
affects the growth, fecundity, and survival of not only
plants, but also their herbivores (Hauch 1984). Several
studies have identified specific diet components that are
important for life span and fecundity, such as protein and
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Figure 3 The influence of nutrition on life-history traits—Daphnia as
an example. It seems almost a given that nutrient availability should
affect life-history traits such as offspring number and life span, here
illustrated by Daphnia, which feed on algae. Algal phosphorus (P) con-
tent often closely tracks inorganic P supply (Rhee 1973), although algal
cells continue photosynthesis and become carbon (C) rich (Tillberg and
Rowley 1989). Consequently, Daphnia inhabiting lakes with varying P
supply experience contrasting diets in terms of both P and C (Sterner
and Hessen 1994). Such variation has major consequences on key life-
history traits of Daphnia. Specifically, compared to daphniids feeding
on high P algae, those in low P grow slower, delay reproduction, repro-
duce at a smaller size, and produce smaller broods (e.g. Lurling and Van
Donk 1997). Importantly, such life-history shifts are not only driven by P
availability, but also due to excess C (Anderson et al. 2005). This figure
shows results (mean + SD) from Jeyasingh and Weider (2005) where
<12 h-old clonal sisters of D. pulex were exposed to contrasting P sup-
ply conditions. The growth and fecundity penalties of low P after
10 days are quite apparent. Note that total amount of energy in both
dietary treatments were the same (1 mg C L' day~"). While variable
nutrition clearly affects the expression of life-history traits in Daphnia,
the effects of nutrition may vary with the specific nutrients considered,
sex- and developmental stage-specific responses to changes in nutri-
ents, and differences across genotypes in nutrient acquisition ability.
Furthermore, nutrient variation may differentially influence generalists
versus specialists and active foragers versus passive feeders.

Life-history trade-offs in the anthropocene

carbohydrates (Lee et al. 2008), the effects of which interact
with sex (Maklakov et al. 2008). Growth, fecundity, and
other life-history traits are often sensitive to phosphorus or
nitrogen availability (Sterner 1993; Elser et al. 2001; Jeyas-
ingh and Weider 2005; Morehouse and Rutowski 2010a).
While performance generally improves on diets enriched
with phosphorus and nitrogen, this is not always the case,
especially if the diet becomes stoichiometrically unbalanced
(Boersma and Elser 2006). Collectively, these studies high-
light the fact that life-history traits are often extremely sen-
sitive to nutritional perturbations.

Nutrient-induced changes in life-history traits (Table 1:
H1) have consequences for how organisms compete with
each other and resulting community dynamics (Sterner
and Elser 2002; Tylianakis et al. 2008). These environmen-
tal effects also have evolutionary implications. Given that
anthropogenic increases in nutrient availability are often
spatially heterogeneous, it is possible that some individuals
may become more fecund or longer lived solely as a conse-
quence of higher local resource availability rather than the
breeding value of their genotype (Fig. 4; Table 1: H13).
Spatial heterogeneity of resource richness may lead to spa-
tial sorting of phenotypes, genotypes, and/or species inter-
actions that should have important implications for the
selective landscape that metapopulations experience (e.g.
Leibold et al. 2004; Shine et al. 2011). Thus, resource-med-
iated changes in life-history traits and population dynamics
could create novel and spatially complex selection dynam-
ics which are only just starting to be investigated (e.g. wild
sheep, Wilson et al. 2006). Alternatively, more persistent or
spatially homogeneous nutrient inputs into ecosystems
may result in changes to historically important selective
pressures through, for example, relaxed selection on traits
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Figure 4 How anthropogenic nutrient increase may obscure underlying
trade-offs. (A) In this landscape, runoff from a field with high fertilizer
application (nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium inputs) enters the
watershed. Imagine genotypes of an aquatic species (circles) sampled
across this region: those downstream of the source (in black) may be
heavily affected, while those upstream of the source may be less
affected (light gray). (B) Variation in nutrient inputs across this land-
scape may result in a positive correlation between life-history traits (dot-
ted line) because some genotypes have greater overall nutrition (black),
even if there is an underlying trade-off within each resource level (solid
lines).
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linked to previously limiting resources (Snell-Rood et al.
2010; Table 1: H5). However, such weakened selection may
lead to increased emphasis on other newly limiting
resource pools (Table 1: H4). The ensuing directional
selection may reshape trophic dynamics, leading to adap-
tive modifications of a focal organism’s foraging strategies
or resource allocation rules (see below).

Nutrition as a mediator of life-history trade-offs

Natural selection shapes how an organism allocates
resources among life-history traits (‘principle of allocation’,
Cody 1966; Levins 1968). Variation in life-history traits is
the result of both the trade-offs that occur due to the com-
peting demands of traits and the ecological context that
determines which trait combinations are favored by natural
selection (van Noordwijk and de Jong 1986; Reznick et al.
1990). These trade-offs are often the result of traits compet-
ing for internal limiting resources (Zera and Harshman
2001). The ‘y-model’ of life-history theory posits that
resources allocated to one life-history trait are not available
for allocation to other life-history traits, resulting in trade-
offs across individuals or genotypes (see Fig. 5). However,
measuring such trade-offs depends on resource availability

— —
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E acquisition > Var. allocation
o5
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& Var. allocation > Var.
= availability or Var. acquisition

Trait 1
(fecundity, life span)

Figure 5 Routes by which nutrition may affect life-history trade-offs.
Variation in life-history traits (phenotypes, ‘P’) can come through varia-
tion in resource availability (the environment, ‘E’), genetic variation in
resource acquisition ('Gaq’), which both influence an individual’s condi-
tion (‘C’) or genetic variation in how resources are allocated across life-
history traits (‘Ga"). Variation in resource availability or acquisition can
generate positive life-history trait correlations across genotypes even
when there are underlying trade-offs across traits—in other words,
higher condition individuals can simply allocate more resources to all
traits such as survival ('S’), reproduction ('R’), or ornamentation (‘O’).
When variation in acquisition is higher than variation in allocation, posi-
tion relationships will be seen; when variation in acquisition is less than
variance in allocation, negative relationships will be seen. Figure modi-
fied from (Rowe and Houle 1996; Morehouse 2014).

Snell-Rood et al.

—if individuals have greater access to a particular nutrient
or are better able to acquire that nutrient, variation
between individuals in overall nutrition can obscure any
underlying trade-off between traits (van Noordwijk and de
Jong 1986; Reznick et al. 1990; de Jong and van Noordwijk
1992). Thus, trade-offs across life-history traits are often
apparent only after accounting for variation in nutrient
acquisition across genotypes and environments (Mole and
Zera 1994; Glazier 1999; Reznick et al. 2000; Sgro and
Hoffmann 2004; King et al. 2011a,b).

Underlying trade-offs may be obscured by anthropogenic
changes in once-limited nutrients that create variation
across individuals in access to resources (Fig. 4; Table 1:
H2). Increases in available nutrients may make trade-offs
less pronounced assuming that an increase in nutrient
availability decreases variation across individuals in
resource acquisition. In some cases, increases in nutrient
availability may interact with foraging behavior such that
variation across individuals in nutrient acquisition is main-
tained, in which case the intensity of trade-offs might not
vary. For some nutrients, there may also be an increase in
the variability of nutrient availability over space and time,
leading to positive correlations between competing traits
when observed at the level of populations (Fig. 4).

Anthropogenic nutrient change may affect the evolution-
ary trajectory of populations through its relaxation of life-
history trade-offs (Table 1: H12). Given the rate of rapid
environmental change occurring today, there has been
much discussion about how populations will respond to
climate change, habitat conversion, and other human-
induced changes to the environment (Parmesan 2006; Bell
and Collins 2008). Some species may be able to rapidly
respond to environmental change. For example, species
capable of rapid population growth tend to show pro-
nounced evolutionary responses to rapid environmental
change (Reznick and Ghalambor 2001). Similarly, species
that exhibit high developmental plasticity in traits related
to coping with environmental changes, such as learning
ability, can flexibly adjust their behavior and development
to novel conditions (Sol et al. 2005). Trade-offs between
reproduction and learning ability (Snell-Rood et al. 2011;
Kotrschal et al. 2013) suggest that, in some cases, a popula-
tion’s evolutionary response may be at odds with its devel-
opmental response to a new environment. However, if life-
history trade-offs are relaxed under high nutrient condi-
tions, the severity of these trade-offs may be reduced in
some modern environments, in the process liberating spe-
cific populations to express both developmental and evolu-
tionary responses that are beneficial under the novel
conditions. Alternatively, limited availability of other nutri-
ents may still enforce or lead to new trade-offs (Table 1:
H3), leading to a mosaic of rapid adaptive responses and
constraints predicated on shifting resource dynamics. Thus,
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attention to anthropogenic effects on multiple nutrient
currencies will provide critical opportunities to understand
and potentially predict the evolutionary trajectories of focal
populations.

Nutrition and the honesty of sexual signals

An area of life-history thinking that has been highly devel-
oped with respect to nutrition is that of the condition
dependence of sexual signals (Morehouse 2014). The utility
of traits as indicators of individual quality often relies on
strong condition dependence of traits (Zahavi 1975; Iwasa
and Pomiankowski 1991; Andersson 1994). Condition-
dependent traits are thought to inform prospective mates
or competitors of an individual’s ability to acquire, assimi-
late, and/or spend key resources, processes that should be
linked to fitness. Because such traits are likely to be most
informative when they signal resources in high demand
and short supply, the expectation is that sexual selection
should favor indicator traits linked to limiting resources.
For example, this argument forms the basis for favored
explanations of the pervasive use of diet-derived carote-
noids in colorful ornaments of birds and fish (Hill and
Montgomerie 1994; Grether et al. 1999; Velando et al.
2006; Svensson et al. 2006). Similar arguments have been
made for other resource pools such as nitrogen (More-
house et al. 2010; Morehouse and Rutowski 2010b), phos-
phorous (Bertram et al. 2006, 2009; Cothran et al. 2012),
brightly colored objects used to decorate bowerbird bowers
(Borgia et al. 1987), and energy available for condition-
dependent motor displays (Byers et al. 2010) such as claw
waving in fiddler crabs (Jennions and Backwell 1998). In
addition to ornaments, sexually selected armaments used
in pre- or postcopulatory male-male competition are often
similarly condition dependent. Weaponry used in male—
male combat, such as ungulate antlers or beetle horns,
often draw heavily on resource pools that can be limiting in
diets (Moczek and Nijhout 2004). For example, the
extreme mineral requirements of ungulate antlers can lead
to temporary osteoporosis as males ‘borrow’ calcium from
skeletal pools during periods of antler growth (Baxter et al.
1999).

We might expect that as once-limited resources increase
in availability, the honesty of signals based on these
resources will decrease (Table 1: H9), assuming that an
increase in nutrient availability corresponds to a decrease
in variability across individuals in resource acquisition.
Indeed, some experiments suggest that ornament attrac-
tiveness is an indicator of male quality only under low
nutrient conditions (David et al. 2000; Tolle and Wagner
2011). The potential impact of increased supply of once-
limiting resources on sexually selected traits depends on
the timescale considered. On short timescales (several
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generations), we might expect that individuals in resource-
rich environments should all be able to produce highly
exaggerated ornaments. Thus, in the short term, sexually
selected traits may be powerful indicators of nutrient pollu-
tion (Hill 1995). Such nutrient pollution may lead to tran-
sient relaxation of sexual selection on ornamented males by
removing the ability of females to detect differences in male
genetic quality based on ornament expression (Akre and
Johnsen 2014) similar to that observed in fish as humans
have altered water turbidity (Seehausen et al. 1997; Eng-
strom-Ost and Candolin 2007).

If anthropogenic nutrient inputs persist for longer peri-
ods, the evolutionary consequences for sexual selection are
likely to be more complex. For instance, if genetic variation
in individual quality and ornament expression is still visible
despite an increase in resource availability, and individuals
of the choosy sex employ an open-ended preference func-
tion, this may result in rapid escalation of ornament exag-
geration (Table 1: HI1), a liberation of the Fisherian
runaway model from resource limitation. However, if indi-
viduals in resource-rich populations produce high but
indistinguishable levels of ornament expression, this should
lead to the disappearance of preferences based on the orna-
ments whose utility has been lost in the context of nutrient
pollution. For instance, agricultural populations of cabbage
white butterflies, which have seen relatively greater
increases in nitrogen with fertilizer application, allocate
more to nitrogen-based wing pigments used in mate
choice; however, it is unclear to what extent this compro-
mises signal honesty (A. Espeset, C. Roy, and E. C. Snell-
Rood, in revision). Persistent increases in the availability of
once-limited nutrients may decrease the utility of orna-
ments as indicators, resulting in sexual selection favoring
either novel or preexisting traits indicative of other more
pertinent resource pools. This shifting selection may result
in ornament ‘proliferation’, where ornaments become
more complex or multimodal over evolutionary time
(Table 1: H10; Badyaev 2004; Hebets and Papaj 2005).

Changing nutrient availability should affect not only the
honesty of traits of the signaler, but also the likelihood that
a receiver will discriminate among possible mates or com-
petitors. For instance, resource state can influence the like-
lihood that a female will engage in mate choice as well as
the preference function she applies to this task (Jennions
and Petrie 1997; Widemo and Sather 1999; Hunt et al.
2005; Cotton et al. 2006). Increases in the supply of key
resources may increase female fecundity, perceived repro-
ductive value, and likelihood that she will employ strong
preference functions when evaluating potential mates
(Table 1: H7). This should in turn lead to stronger direc-
tional selection on male ornamentation, potentially rein-
forcing the volatility, and strength of sexual selection in
populations experiencing novel resource inputs. In some
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cases, variation in resource availability may even result in
role reversals between sexes shifting which sex is relatively
choosier (Gwynne and Simmons 1990).

Finally, anthropogenic nutrient change may also have
implications for condition-dependent weaponry used in
male—male combat. Population increases in the size of
armaments as a result of increasing nutrient availability
may lead to increases in the frequency of male-male com-
bat resulting from increased uncertainty over male domi-
nance. Alternatively, resource-driven increases in effective
population sizes may simply increase the opportunity for,
and therefore strength of, competition among individuals
for access to mates, leading to stronger selection for traits
related to intrasexual competition (e.g. in beetles, Moczek
2003; Table 1: HS).

G X E in life-history traits and complex responses to
nutrient change

In many cases, investment in life-history traits depends not
only on the nutritional environment, but also on interac-
tions between genotype and nutritional environment.
Genotype-by-environment interactions suggest there is
often ample genetic variation in life-history responses to
nutrition (Stratton 1994; Tomkins 1999; Hairston et al.
2001; Bergland et al. 2008). Such patterns may arise out of
genetic variation in nutrient assimilation efficiency or vari-
ation in allocation strategies in different nutritional envi-
ronments (Baligar and Duncan 1990; Evans 1993;
Morehouse 2014). Extreme changes in nutrition may reveal
once cryptic genotype-by-environment interactions [‘hid-
den reaction norms’, (Ghalambor et al. 2007)]. The pres-
ence of such interactions between genotype and nutritional
environment suggest that anthropogenic change in nutrient
availability may sometimes act upon underlying genetic
variation in nutrient-based life-history strategies, leading to
rapid evolutionary changes in life histories and nutritional
responses (Table 1: H14). For example, artificial selection
on growth rate has resulted in changes in nitrogen assimila-
tion ability and nitrogen composition of modern wheat
varieties (Chapin 1980; Acquisti et al. 2009): slow-growing
historical wheat cultivars were more efficient in taking up
and utilizing inorganic nitrogen from nitrogen-poor soils
compared to fast-growing recent cultivars (Foulkes et al.
1998). Such evolutionary changes in the ability to acquire
and assimilate nutrients can be rapid, especially for nutri-
ent-related traits with a simple genetic basis such as root
hair expression in Arabidopsis which affects performance in
low phosphorus environments (Bates and Lynch 2001). In
another example, artificial selection experiments have
shown that fat storage in response to high carbohydrates
can evolve within eight generations (Warbrick-Smith et al.
2006).
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While some case studies may show clear signatures of
changing nutrition on the evolution of nutrient use and
life-history traits, it is important to note that nutrient use
is a composite trait driven by, and interacting with, a mul-
titude of loci and metabolic pathways, highlighting the
potential for complex and rapid evolutionary conse-
quences of alterations to nutrient supply. It is likely that
the evolutionary consequences of changes in nutrients
depend on the nutrient in question, with some nutrients
(e.g. phosphorus) promoting rapid adaptations, while oth-
ers are associated with more constrained responses over
time (e.g. sulfur, see Gresham et al. 2008). Because some
elements are tightly linked in biology (e.g. nitrogen and
phosphorus), we might expect correlated evolution in
physiological traits determining their use efficiencies (Wer-
ner et al. 1998). In addition, as once-limiting nutrients
increase in availability, other key nutrients may become
limiting, resulting in a change in selection intensity across
components of nutrient use and life-history allocation
(Table 1: H4). For instance, recent work demonstrated
that Daphnia resurrected from resting eggs in 700-year-old
sediments were more efficient in phosphorus use (Frisch
et al. 2014) and less efficient in carbon use (Chowdhury
et al. 2015) compared to descendants alive today. In pre-
eutrophication (low phosphorus) conditions, it is likely
that selection for efficient phosphorus use was high
because algae are phosphorus limited and have more car-
bon than Daphnia requires (Jeyasingh 2007). Drawing
upon these historical patterns should provide important
insights into how contemporary and impending changes
in ecosystem nutrient dynamics may shape the evolution
of organismal life histories. Understanding genotype-by-
nutrition interactions is one of the exciting empirical fron-
tiers in the evolution of life histories in the anthropocene:
to what extent does variable nutrition maintain such
genetic variation and how does such standing variation
contribute to rapid evolutionary responses to novel nutri-
tional environments?

Future Directions

Observations from the ecological literature on nutrient
dynamics, coupled with theory and data from the life-his-
tory literature, suggest that changing nutrient availability
may have major effects on life-history trade-offs and evolu-
tion in human-impacted environments. However, synthe-
sizing this literature reveals many unknowns, some of
which we highlight here as exciting future directions. In
many ways, anthropogenic change in nutrients offers new
opportunities for testing classic life-history theory. For
instance, many laboratory studies have addressed the
importance of genetic variation in resource acquisition in
driving positive relationships between suites of life-history
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traits (King et al. 2011a,b; Robinson and Beckerman 2013),
but fewer studies have addressed environmental variation
in resources which may create similar positive correlations
across life-history traits (van Noordwijk and de Jong 1986).
Here, we discuss several open questions regarding the
impact of anthropogenic nutrient change on life-history
evolution.

Effects of Spatial Variation in Changing Nutrient
Availability

For many nutrients, changes in availability are not homo-
geneous across the landscape. While atmospheric nitrogen
deposition has increased nitrogen availability across much
of the eastern United States, increased phosphorus avail-
ability is relatively restricted to streams, lakes, and riparian
areas. This suggests that changing nutrient availability may
differentially affect certain species. However, some species
may span a range of environments and thus experience an
increase in the variation in nutrient availability across their
range. This increased nutrient variation could have several
effects, for instance, increasing selection on plastic
responses to nutrient variation (Schlichting and Pigliucci
1998; Table 1: H6) or amplifying variation in life-history
trade-offs across populations. Increased spatial variation in
nutrient availability could also produce variation across
subpopulations in access to nutrients that might obscure
fitness differences between genotypes (Figs 4 and 5; van
Noordwijk and de Jong 1986; Reznick et al. 2000) and
result in changes in genotype frequency driven solely by
variable resources (Table 1: H13). Increased spatial varia-
tion in resource availability may even result in selection on
novel habitat choice behavior for microhabitats with
increased availability of a once-limited nutrient. For
instance, increases in sodium availability along roadsides
due to road salt runoff have been shown to result in novel
preferences for roadside ponds in moose (Laurian et al.
2008). The extent to which these dynamics will drive evolu-
tionary change will depend in part on individual mobility
and gene flow between divergent nutritional contexts.
Thus, comparisons between highly mobile or connected
animal populations and less mobile or more highly frag-
mented taxa should be extremely useful in understanding
the role of spatial scale. Similarly, as we discuss above, the
consistency and heterogeneity of the nutritional environ-
ment that populations experience should have important
consequences. In this context, organismal traits such as diet
breadth offer important empirical opportunities. For exam-
ple, comparisons between generalists and specialists or spe-
cies associated  with  agricultural crops  versus
nondomesticated plant species offer critical contrasts for
understanding how anthropogenic nutrient inputs affect
different animal groups.

Life-history trade-offs in the anthropocene

Impact of changing nutrient dynamics on individual-level
nutrition

At the ecosystem level, it is clear that nutrient cycling is
changing. Here, we have focused on nutrition at the ele-
mental level because this is the language of ecosystem stud-
ies that have documented human-induced changes in
nutrient cycling. However, it is not always clear how these
changing elements and molecules translate into the nutri-
tion experienced by individuals. Investigating and validat-
ing assumptions linking elemental change to nutritional
change will be an important component of studies that
investigate life-history evolution in the face of anthropo-
genic nutrient change. Increasing nitrogen availability tends
to increase both plant biomass and foliar nitrogen (Hwang
et al. 2008), but the degree of these impacts varies across
species (Magill et al. 1997). Nitrogen addition also affects
how plants invest in defensive chemicals, often leading to a
decrease in defenses (Prudic et al. 2005), but this effect also
varies across species (Hwang et al. 2008). These variable
responses of plants to nitrogen availability will in turn have
variable effects on the herbivores of these plants. At the
same time, the nutritional health of an individual is a com-
posite of many nutrients, and different elements may be
changing in different ways (Sardans et al. 2012). In some
cases, a change in one nutrient may result in an overall
nutrient imbalance (Fenn et al. 1998), which can have
important consequences on growth and development (Rau-
benheimer and Jones 2006), although some organisms can
compensate for nutrient imbalances through changes in
feeding behavior (Raubenheimer and Simpson 1993; More-
house and Rutowski 2010a; Jensen et al. 2011). These
examples illustrate variable effects of changing nutrients on
plant nutrition with respect to herbivores, but of course
there will also be cascading effects across trophic levels in
nutritive content (Schumacher and Platner 2009). Overall,
an exciting area of future research will be translating ele-
mental approaches to anthropogenic resource change to
other components of nutrition such as digestible protein or
carbohydrates (Simpson and Raubenheimer 2011).

Impact of changing nutrient availability on life-history
evolution in the field

This review has outlined several important areas where
changing nutrient availability may affect the expression of
life-history trade-offs and subsequent life-history evolution,
such as loss of ornament honesty within the context of
female choice, or relaxation of trade-offs between life-his-
tory traits which may affect survival in novel environments.
However, many of these highlighted implications are based
on inferences from theory and laboratory studies. We need
substantially more work conducted on these ideas in the
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field—are populations in areas of nutrient enrichment
showing relaxation of life-history trade-offs? On the other
hand, are populations in areas of decreasing nutrient avail-
ability, showing more pronounced trade-offs? Under what
conditions are nutrients increasing to stressful levels? Are
organisms shifting to use novel signals that are not affected
by increasing nutrients that affect their honesty? To what
extent may these changes affect population divergence in
environments more or less affected by anthropogenic nutri-
ent change? Answering these questions in a range of systems
is key for predicting how populations will respond to novel
and rapidly changing environments. Particularly promising
systems are those where past genotypes can be resurrected
either directly (e.g. Daphnia) or indirectly through ancient
DNA sequencing, and systems which may be particularly
affected by nutrient change such as those found in aquatic,
agricultural, and urban/suburban areas. As a range of spe-
cies are studied, it will also be important to address how
nutrient change affects different trophic levels: are the
effects of changing nutrient cycles dampened or amplified
as one moves from producers to herbivores to carnivores?
Addressing the role of nutrition in life-history evolution is
especially important given that environmental change
caused by humans is often greater in magnitude and pace
than changes that organisms have experienced in the past.

Integrating ecological and evolutionary responses to
anthropogenic nutrient change

This review has focused on the evolutionary impacts nutri-
ent change may exert on life histories. However, such evolu-
tionary dynamics will no doubt interact with ecological
responses to nutrient change, which have been extensively
discussed in the ecological literature (Tilman et al. 1996; Til-
man 1999; Suding et al. 2005). Changes in nutrients have
immediate impacts on community composition (Krupa
2003; Tylianakis et al. 2008; Bobbink et al. 2010), often
favoring weedy species. Thus, the evolutionary implications
of nutrient change for life histories discussed here may apply
most prominently to a subset of species favored in these
conditions (Table 1: H16)—these species may form the
basis of future diversification events (Tilman and Lehman
2001). Considering the effects of changing nutrients on not
only community composition, but also the evolution of life
histories, which in turn may impact ecosystem processes,
provides a new avenue of investigating eco-evolutionary
dynamics (Fussmann et al. 2007; Schoener 2011) and link-
ing these two fields of biology (Jeyasingh et al. 2014).

Promising systems and routes for future study

Anthropogenic nutrient change presents an opportunity to
test classic questions about life-history evolution while also
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investigating important predictions concerning organismal
responses to rapid environmental change (Table 1). But
what are the most promising routes to addressing the long
list of questions and hypotheses? We have briefly discussed
several possible systems throughout this review, but here,
we discuss more broadly how one might find a particularly
promising system to address these questions.

To zero in on the effects of anthropogenic nutrient
change, it is important to find a system that allows a con-
trast in exposure to changing nutrients between species,
populations, or individuals. One approach is to contrast
variation in anthropogenic nutrient inputs across space.
This could be a geographic contrast, for instance, compar-
ing populations within a species that span areas that differ
in intensity of atmospheric nitrogen deposition (e.g. east-
ern versus western United States or along an elevation gra-
dient in the Sierras) or a continental approach that
contrasts patterns of diversification with worldwide varia-
tion in nutrient availability (Orians and Milewski 2007).
One could also focus on a species that is facultatively asso-
ciated with humans, agriculture, or other areas differen-
tially affected by changing nutrient availability (e.g. lakes
with different upstream nutrient usage). Another possibil-
ity is to focus within a geographic area, but contrast species
that vary in diets differentially affected by anthropogenic
nutrient change. For instance, effects of atmospheric nitro-
gen deposition and road salt runoff have differential effects
on plant nutrition depending on plant species (Krupa
2003; Snell-Rood et al. 2014); studies could contrast herbi-
vores that feed on plants more or less affected by changing
nutrients.

For some systems, it may be possible to contrast the
effects of changing nutrients over time. This may be partic-
ularly tractable for species that can be resurrected, such as
Daphnia clones, dormant seeds, or microbial spores. If
these species are amenable to laboratory culture, this may
allow for particularly powerful, controlled experiments that
test for effects of resource availability on acquisition and
allocation and how such patterns have changed coincident
with nutrient change. Another temporal approach would
be making use of museum specimens, for instance, measur-
ing change in life-history traits over time, or using ancient
DNA techniques to look at evolutionary change aligned
with shifting nutrient availability. Of course many of the
hypotheses outlined here (Table 1) could also be addressed
through experimental evolution. Indeed, it may be of par-
ticular interest to contrast evolutionary responses to small-
scale nutrient variation versus the types of changes seen
with anthropogenic nutrient change—rapid, exponential
changes in the mean and variance. Overall, a range of field
and laboratory studies will be necessary to understand pre-
dictable patterns of life-history evolution in the anthropo-
cene. We suggest that study of anthropogenic nutrient
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inputs may not only highlight the detrimental effects of
these man-made ecosystem disturbances, they may also
reveal important insights into longstanding questions
regarding how organismal life histories evolve in conjunc-
tion with ecological variation.

Acknowledgements

Earlier versions of this manuscript were improved based on
input from Forest Isbell and two anonymous reviewers.
This research benefitted from discussions with a wide range
of ecologists interested in nutrition and stoichiometry,
including Bob Sterner, Elizabeth Borer, Dave Tilman, Jac-
ques Finlay, and Jim Cotner. ESR and AE were supported
in part by a grant in aid of research from the Office of the
Vice President for Research at the University of Minnesota
and NSF 10S-1354737.

Literature cited

Acquisti, C., J. J. Elser, and S. Kumar 2009. Ecological nitrogen limita-
tion shapes the DNA composition of plant genomes. Molecular Biol-
ogy and Evolution 26:953-956.

Akre, K. L., and S. Johnsen 2014. Psychophysics and the evolution of
behavior. Trends in Ecology & Evolution 29:291-300.

Anderson, T. R., D. O. Hessen, J. J. Elser, and J. Urabe 2005. Metabolic
stoichiometry and the fate of excess carbon and nutrients in consum-
ers. American Naturalist 165:1-15.

Andersson, M. B. 1994. Sexual Selection, Monographs in Behavior and
Ecology. Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ.

Badyaev, A. V. 2004. Integration and modularity in the evolution of sex-
ual ornaments: an overlooked perspective. In M. Pigliucci, and K.
Preston, eds. Phenotypic Integration: Studying the Ecology and Evolu-
tion of Complex Phenotypes, pp. 50-79. Oxford University Press,
Oxford.

Badyaev, A. V., and A. Qvarnstrom 2002. Putting sexual traits into the
context of an organism: a life-history perspective in studies of sexual
selection. Auk 119:301-310.

Baligar, V. C., and R. R. Duncan eds. 1990. Crops as Enhancers of Nutri-
ent Use. Academic Press Inc., San Diego, CA.

Balmford, A., A. L. R. Thomas, and I. L. Jones 1993. Aerodynamics and
the evolution of long tails in birds. Nature 361:628—631.

Bates, T. R, and J. P. Lynch 2001. Root hairs confer a competitive
advantage under low phosphorus availability. Plant and Soil 236:
243-250.

Baxter, B. J., R. N. Andrews, and G. K. Barrell 1999. Bone turnover asso-
ciated with antler growth in red deer (Cervus elaphus). Anatomical
Record 256:14-19.

Bell, G., and S. Collins 2008. Adaptation, extinction and global change.
Evolutionary Applications 1:3-16.

Bergland, A. O., A. Genissel, S. V. Nuzhdin, and M. Tatar 2008. Quanti-
tative trait loci affecting phenotypic plasticity and the allometric rela-
tionship of ovariole number and thorax length in Drosophila
melanogaster. Genetics 180:567—582.

Bertram, S. M., J. D. Schade, and J. J. Elser 2006. Signalling and
phosphorous: correlations between mate signalling effort and
body elemental composition in crickets. Animal Behaviour
72:899-907.

Life-history trade-offs in the anthropocene

Bertram, S. M., E. M. Whattam, L. Visanuvimol, R. Bennett, and C. Lau-
zon 2009. Phosphorus availability influences cricket mate attraction
displays. Animal Behaviour 77:525-530.

Bobbink, R., K. Hicks, J. Galloway, T. Spranger, R. Alkemade, M. Ash-
more, M. Bustamante et al. 2010. Global assessment of nitrogen depo-
sition effects on terrestrial plant diversity: a synthesis. Ecological
Applications 20:30-59.

Boersma, M., and J. J. Elser 2006. Too much of a good thing: on stoi-
chiometrically balanced diets and maximal growth. Ecology 87:1325—
1330.

Boggs, C. L., and C. L. Ross 1993. The effect of adult food limitation on
life history traits in Speyeria mormonia (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae).
Ecology 74:433-441.

Borer, E. T., B. S. Halpern, and E. W. Seabloom 2006. Asymmetry in
community regulation: effects of predators and productivity. Ecology
87:2813-2820.

Borgia, G., I. M. Kaatz, and R. Condit 1987. Flower choice and bower
decoration in the satin bowerbird Ptilonorhynchus violaceus — A test of
hypotheses for the evolution of male display. Animal Behaviour
35:1129-1139.

Branquinho, C., G. Gaio-Oliveira, S. Augusto, P. Pinho, C. Maguas, and
O. Correia 2008. Biomonitoring spatial and temporal impact of atmo-
spheric dust from a cement industry. Environmental Pollution
151:292-299.

Byers, J., E. Hebets, and J. Podos 2010. Female mate choice based upon
male motor performance. Animal Behaviour 79:771-778.

Carey, R. O., and K. W. Migliaccio 2009. Contribution of wastewater
treatment plants effluent to nutrient dynamics in aquatic systems: a
review. Environmental Management 44:205-217.

Carpenter, S. R., E. H. Stanley, and M. J. Vander Zanden 2011. State of
the world’s freshwater ecosystems: physical, chemical, and biological
changes. Annual Review of Environment and Resources 36:75-99.

Chapin, F. S. 1980. The mineral nutrition of wild plants. Annual Review
of Ecology and Systematics 11:233-260.

Chowdhury, R., D. Frisch, D. Becker, J. Lopez, L. Weider, J. Colbourne,
and P. D. Jeyasingh 2015. Differential transcriptomic responses of
ancient and modern Daphnia genotypes to phosphorus supply.
Molecular Ecology 24:123—135.

Cody, M. L. 1966. A general theory of clutch size. Evolution 20:174-184.
Cothran, R. D., A. R. Stiff, P. D. Jeyasingh, and R. A. Relyea 2012. Eutro-
phication and predation risk interact to affect sexual trait expression

and mating success. Evolution 66:708—-719.

Cotton, S.,]J. Small, and A. Pomiankowski 2006. Sexual selection and con-
dition-dependent mate preferences. Current Biology 16:R755-R765.

Cross, W. F., J. B. Wallace, and A. D. Rosemond 2007. Nutrient enrich-
ment reduces constraints on material flows in a detritus-based food
web. Ecology 88:2563-2575.

David, P., T. Bjorksten, K. Fowler, and A. Pomiankowski 2000. Condi-
tion-dependent signalling of genetic variation in stalk-eyes flies. Nat-
ure 406:186-188.

Davis, J. M., A. D. Rosemond, S. L. Eggert, W. F. Cross, and J. B. Wallace
2010. Long-term nutrient enrichment decouples predator and prey
production. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences
107:121-126.

Deegan, L. A, A. Wright, S. G. Ayvazian, J. T. Finn, H. Golden, R. R.
Merson, and J. Harrison 2002. Nitrogen loading alters seagrass ecosys-
tem structure and support of higher trophic levels. Aquatic Conserva-
tion: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 12:193-212.

Dudley, R., M. Kaspari, and S. P. Yanoviak 2012. Lust for salt in the
Western Amazon. Biotropica 44:6-9.

© 2015 The Authors. Evolutionary Applications published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd 8 (2015) 635-649 645



Life-history trade-offs in the anthropocene

Elser, J. J., W. F. Fagan, R. F. Denno, D. R. Dobberful, A. Folarin, A. Hu-
berty, S. Interlandi et al. 2000. Nutritional constraints in terrestrial
and freshwater food webs. Nature 408:578-580.

Elser, J. J., K. Hayakawa, and J. Urabe 2001. Nutrient limitation reduces
food quality for zooplankton: daphnia response to seston phosphorus
enrichment. Ecology 82:898-903.

Elser, J. J., T. Andersen, J. S. Baron, A. K. Bergstrom, M. Jansson, M.
Kyle, K. R. Nydick et al. 2009. Shifts in lake N: P stoichiometry and
nutrient limitation driven by atmospheric nitrogen deposition. Sci-
ence 326:835-837.

Engstrom-Ost, J., and U. Candolin 2007. Human-induced water turbid-
ity alters selection on sexual displays in sticklebacks. Behavioral Ecol-
ogy 18:393-398.

Evans, L. T. 1993. Crop Evolution, Adaptation and Yield. Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge, UK.

Fenn, M. E., M. A. Poth, J. D. Aber, J. S. Baron, B. T. Bormann, D. W.
Johnson, A. D. Lemly et al. 1998. Nitrogen excess in North American
ecosystems: predisposing factors, ecosystem responses, and manage-
ment strategies. Ecological Applications 8:706-733.

Findlay, S. E. G., and V. R. Kelly 2011. Emerging indirect and long-term
road salt effects on ecosystems. In R. S. Ostfeld, and W. H. Schlesing-
er, eds. Year in Ecology and Conservation Biology, pp. 58-68. Black-
well Science Publ, Oxford.

Finlay, J. C. 2011. Stream size and human influences on ecosystem pro-
duction in river networks. Ecosphere 2: art87.

Flatt, T., and A. Heyland, eds. 2011. Mechanisms of Life History Evolu-
tion: The Genetics and Physiology of Life History Traits and Trade-
Offs. Oxford University Press, New York, NY.

Foulkes, M. J., R. Sylvester-Bradley, and R. K. Scott 1998. Evidence for
differences between winter wheat cultivars in acquisition of soil min-
eral nitrogen and uptake and utilization of applied fertilizer nitrogen.
Journal of Agricultural Science 130:29-44.

Frisch, D., P. Morton, P. R. Chowdhury, B. Culver, J. K. Colbourne, L. J.
Weider, and P. D. Jeyasingh 2014. A millennial-scale chronicle of evo-
lutionary responses to cultural eutrophication in Daphnia. Ecology
Letters 17:360—368.

Fussmann, G. F., M. Loreau, and P. A. Abrams 2007. Eco-evolutionary
dynamics of communities and ecosystems. Functional Ecology
21:465-477.

Galloway, J. N., F. J. Dentener, D. G. Capone, E. W. Boyer, R. W. Ho-
warth, S. P. Seitzinger, G. P. Asner et al. 2004. Nitrogen cycles: past,
present, and future. Biogeochemistry 70:153-226.

Galloway, J. N., A. R. Townsend, J. W. Erisman, M. Bekunda, Z. Cai, J.
R. Freney, L. A. Martinelli et al. 2008. Transformation of the nitrogen
cycle: recent trends, questions, and potential solutions. Science
320:889-892.

Ghalambor, C. K., J. K. McKay, S. P. Carrol, and D. N. Reznick 2007.
Adaptive versus non-adaptive phenotypic plasticity and the potential
for contemporary adaptation in new environments. Functional Ecol-
ogy 21:394-407.

Glazier, D. S. 1999. Trade-offs between reproductive and somatic (stor-
age) investments in animals: a comparative test of the Van Noordwijk
and De Jong model. Evolutionary Ecology 13:539-555.

Gresham, D., M. M. Desai, C. M. Tucker, H. T. Jeng, D. A. Pai, A. Ward,
C. G. DeSevo et al. 2008. The repertoire and dynamics of evolutionary
adaptations to controlled nutrient-limited environments in yeast. Plos
Genetics 4:19.

Grether, G. F., J. Hudon, and D. F. Millie 1999. Carotenoid limitation of
sexual coloration along an environmental gradient in guppies. Pro-
ceedings of the Royal Society B-Biological Sciences 266:1317—1322.

Snell-Rood et al.

Gustafsson, L., A. Qvarnstrom, and B. C. Sheldon 1995. Trade-offs
between life history traits and a secondary sexual character in male
collared flycatchers. Nature 375:311-313.

Gwynne, D. T., and L. W. Simmons 1990. Experimental reversal of
courtship roles in an insect. Nature 346:172—174.

Hairston, N. G., C. L. Holtmeier, W. Lampert, L. J. Weider, D. M. Post,
J. ML. Fischer, C. E. Caceres et al. 2001. Natural selection for grazer
resistance to toxic cyanobacteria: evolution of phenotypic plasticity?
Evolution 55:2203-2214.

Hauch, R. D., ed. 1984. Nitrogen in Crop Production. Madison, WI:
ASA-CSSA-SSSA.

Hebets, E. A., and D. R. Papaj 2005. Complex signal function: developing
a framework of testable hypotheses. Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiol-
ogy 57:197-214.

Hill, G. E. 1995. Ornamental traits as indicators of environmental health.
BioScience 45:25-31.

Hill, G. E., and R. Montgomerie 1994. Plumage color signals nutritional
condition in the house finch. Proceedings of the Royal Society B-Bio-
logical Sciences 258:47—52.

Hunt, J., R. Brooks, and M. D. Jennions 2005. Female mate choice as a
condition-dependent life-history trait. American Naturalist 166:79-92.

Hwang, S. Y., C. H. Liu, and T. C. Shen 2008. Effects of plant nutrient
availability and host plant species on the performance of two Pieris
butterflies (Lepidoptera: Pieridae). Biochemical Systematics and Ecol-
ogy 36:505-513.

Isler, K., and C. van Schaik 2006. Costs of encephalization: the energy
trade-off hypothesis tested on birds. Journal of Human Evolution
51:228-243.

Iwasa, Y., and A. Pomiankowski 1991. The evolution of costly mate pref-
erences 2. The handicap principle. Evolution 45:1431-1442.

Jackson, R. B., and E. G. Jobbagy 2005. From icy roads to salty streams.
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States
of America 102:14487-14488.

Jennions, M. D., and M. Petrie 1997. Variation in mate choice and mat-
ing preferences: a review of causes and consequences. Biological
Reviews of the Cambridge Philosophical Society 72:283-327.

Jennions, M. D., and P. R. Y. Backwell 1998. Variation in courtship rate
in the fiddler crab Uca annulipes: is it related to male attractiveness?
Behavioral Ecology 9:605-611.

Jensen, K., D. Mayntz, S. Toft, D. Raubenheimer, and S. J. Simpson
2011. Nutrient regulation in a predator, the wolf spider Pardosa prati-
vaga. Animal Behaviour 81:993-999.

Jeyasingh, P. D. 2007. Plasticity in metabolic allometry: the role of die-
tary stoichiometry. Ecology Letters 10:282-289.

Jeyasingh, P. D., and L. J. Weider 2005. Phosphorus availability mediates
plasticity in life-history traits and predator-prey interactions in Daph-
nia. Ecology Letters 8:1021-1028.

Jeyasingh, P. D., R. D. Cothran, and M. Tobler 2014. Testing the ecologi-
cal consequences of evolutionary change using elements. Ecology and
Evolution 4:528-538.

de Jong, G., and A. J. van Noordwijk 1992. Acquisition and allocation of
resources — genetic co-variances, selection and life histories. American
Naturalist 139:749-770.

Juice, S. M., T. J. Fahey, T. G. Siccama, C. T. Driscoll, E. G. Denny, C.
Eagar, N. L. Cleavitt et al. 2006. Response of sugar maple to calcium
addition to Northern Hardwood Forest. Ecology 87:1267-1280.

Kaplan, H. S., and A. J. Robson 2002. The emergence of humans: the
coevolution of intelligence and longevity with intergenerational trans-
fers. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United
States of America 99:10221-10226.

646 © 2015 The Authors. Evolutionary Applications published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd 8 (2015) 635-649



Snell-Rood et al.

Kaspari, M., C. Chang, and J. Weaver 2010. Salted roads and sodium
limitation in a northern forest ant community. Ecological Entomology
35:543-548.

Kaspari, M., S. P. Yanoviak, and R. Dudley 2008. On the biogeography
of salt limitation: a study of ant communities. Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America
105:17848-17851.

Kaushal, S. S., P. M. Groffman, G. E. Likens, K. T. Belt, W. P. Stack, V.
R. Kelly, L. E. Band et al. 2005. Increased salinization of fresh water in
the northeastern United States. Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences of the United States of America 102:13517-13520.

Kelting, D. L., C. L. Laxson, and E. C. Yerger 2012. Regional analysis of
the effect of paved roads on sodium and chloride in lakes. Water
Research 46:2749-2758.

King, E. G., D. A. Roff, and D. J. Fairbairn 2011a. The evolutionary
genetics of acquisition and allocation in the wing dimorphic cricket,
Gryllus firmus. Evolution 65:2273-2285.

King, E. G., D. A. Roff, and D. J. Fairbairn 2011b. Trade-off acquisition
and allocation in Gryllus firmus: a test of the Y model. Journal of Evo-
lutionary Biology 24:256—264.

Kotiaho, J. S. 2000. Testing the assumptions of conditional handicap the-
ory: costs and condition dependence of a sexually selected trait.
Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 48:188—194.

Kotrschal, A., B. Rogell, A. Bundsen, B. Svensson, S. Zajitschek, I. Brann-
strom, S. Immler et al. 2013. Artificial selection on relative brain size
in the guppy reveals costs and benefits of evolving a larger brain. Cur-
rent Biology 23:168-171.

Krupa, S. V. 2003. Effects of atmospheric ammonia (NH3) on terrestrial
vegetation: a review. Environmental Pollution 124:179-221.

Laurian, C., C. Dussault, J. P. Ouellet, R. Courtois, M. Poulin, and L.
Breton 2008. Behavioral adaptations of moose to roadside salt pools.
Journal of Wildlife Management 72:1094-1100.

Lee, K. P, S.J. Simpson, F. J. Clissold, R. Brooks, J. W. O. Ballard, P. W.
Taylor, N. Soran et al. 2008. Lifespan and reproduction in Drosophila:
new insights from nutritional geometry. Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences of the United States of America 105:2498-2503.

Leibold, M. A., M. Holyoak, N. Mouquet, P. Amarasekare, J. M. Chase,
M. F. Hoopes, R. D. Holt et al. 2004. The metacommunity concept: a
framework for multi-scale community ecology. Ecology Letters 7:601—
613.

Levins, R. 1968. Evolution in Changing Environments: Some Theoretical
Explorations. Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ.

Lurling, M., and E. Van Donk 1997. Life history consequences for Daph-
nia pulex feeding on nutrient-limited phytoplankton. Freshwater Biol-
ogy 38:693-709.

Magill, A. H,, J. D. Aber, J. J. Hendricks, R. D. Bowden, J. M. Melillo,
and P. A. Steudler 1997. Biogeochemical response of forest ecosystems
to simulated chronic nitrogen deposition. Ecological Applications
7:402-415.

Maklakov, A. A,, S. J. Simpson, F. Zajitschek, M. D. Hall, J. Dessmann,
F. Clissold, D. Raubenheimer et al. 2008. Sex-specific fitness effects of
nutrient intake on reproduction and lifespan. Current Biology
18:1062-1066.

Marcotullio, P. J. 2011. Urban soils. In I. Douglas, D. Goode, M. Houck,
and R. Wang, eds. The Routledge Handbook of Urban Ecology, pp.
164-186. Routledge, New York, NY.

Martin, T. E. 1987. Food as a limit on breeding birds — a life history per-
spective. Annual Review of Ecology and Systematics 18:453-487.

Moczek, A. P. 2003. The behavioral ecology of threshold evolution in a
polyphenic beetle. Behavioral Ecology 14:841-854.

Life-history trade-offs in the anthropocene

Moczek, A. P., and H. F. Nijhout 2004. Trade-offs during the develop-
ment of primary and secondary sexual traits in a horned beetle. Amer-
ican Naturalist 163:184-191.

Mole, S., and A. J. Zera 1994. Differential resouce consumption obviates
a potential flight fecundity trade-off in the sand cricket (Gryllus fir-
mus). Functional Ecology 8:573—580.

Moller, A. P., and J. Erritzoe 2014. Predator-prey interactions, flight ini-
tiation distance and brain size. Journal of Evolutionary Biology 27:34—
42.

Morehouse, N. I. 2014. Condition-dependent ornaments, life histories,
and the evolving architecture of resource-use. Integrative and Com-
parative Biology 54:591-600.

Morehouse, N. L., T. Nakazawa, C. M. Booher, P. D. Jeyasingh, and M.
D. Hall 2010. Sex in a material world: why the study of sexual repro-
duction and sex-specific traits should become more nutritionally-
explicit. Oikos 119:766—778.

Morehouse, N. L., and R. L. Rutowski 2010a. Developmental responses
to variable diet composition in a butterfly: the role of nitrogen, carbo-
hydrates and genotype. Oikos 119:636—645.

Morehouse, N. I, and R. L. Rutowski 2010b. In the eyes of the beholders:
female choice and avian predation risk associated with an exaggerated
male butterfly color. American Naturalist 176:768—784.

van Noordwijk, A. J., and G. de Jong 1986. Acquisition and allocation of
resources — their influence on variation in life history tactics. Ameri-
can Naturalist 128:137-142.

Nylin, S., and K. Gotthard 1998. Plasticity in life-history traits. Annual
Review of Entomology 43:63-83.

Orians, G. 1969. On the evolution of mating systems in birds and mam-
mals. American Naturalist 103:589-603.

Orians, G. H., and A. V. Milewski 2007. Ecology of Australia: the effects of
nutrient-poor soils and intense fires. Biological Reviews 82:393-423.

Parmesan, C. 2006. Ecological and evolutionary responses to recent cli-
mate change. In Annual Review of Ecology Evolution and Systematics.
Palo Alto: Annual Reviews.

Perrins, C. M. 1996. Eggs, egg formation and the timing of breeding. Ibis
138:2-15.

Peterson, B. J., L. Deegan, J. Helfrich, J. Hobbie, M. Hullar, B. Moller, T.
Ford et al. 1993. Biological responses of a tundra river to fertilization.
Ecology 74:653-672.

Pouyat, R. V., I. D. Yesilonis, K. Szlavecz, C. Csuzdi, E. Hornung, Z.
Korsos, J. Russell-Anelli et al. 2008. Response of forest soil properties
to urbanization gradients in three metropolitan areas. Landscape Ecol-
ogy 23:1187-1203.

Prudic, K. L., J. C. Oliver, and M. D. Bowers 2005. Soil nutrient effects
on oviposition preference, larval performance, and chemical defense
of a specialist insect herbivore. Oecologia 143:578-587.

Ramakrishna, D. M., and T. Viraraghavan 2005. Environmental impact
of chemical deicers — A review. Water Air and Soil Pollution 166:49—
63.

Raubenheimer, D., and S. A. Jones 2006. Nutritional imbalance in an
extreme generalist omnivore: tolerance and recovery through comple-
mentary food selection. Animal Behaviour 71:1253-1262.

Raubenheimer, D., and S. J. Simpson 1993. The geometry of compensa-
tory feeding in the locust. Animal Behaviour 45:953-964.

Reich, P. B., J. Oleksyn, J. Modrzynski, P. Mrozinski, S. E. Hobbie, D. M.
Eissenstat, J. Chorover et al. 2005. Linking litter calcium, earthworms
and soil properties: a common garden test with 14 tree species. Ecol-
ogy Letters 8:811-818.

Reznick, D. A., H. Bryga, and J. A. Endler 1990. Experimentally induced
life history evolution in a natural population. Nature 346:357-359.

© 2015 The Authors. Evolutionary Applications published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd 8 (2015) 635-649 647



Life-history trade-offs in the anthropocene

Reznick, D. N., and C. K. Ghalambor 2001. The population ecology
of contemporary adaptations: what empirical studies reveal about
the conditions that promote adaptive evolution. Genetica
112:183-198.

Reznick, D., L. Nunney, and A. Tessier 2000. Big houses, big cars, superf-
leas and the costs of reproduction. Trends in Ecology & Evolution
15:421-425.

Rhee, G. Y. 1973. A continuous culture study of phosphate uptake,
growth rate and polyphosphate in Scenedesmus sp. Journal of Phycol-
ogy 9:495-506.

Robinson, M. R., and A. P. Beckerman 2013. Quantifying multivariate
plasticity: genetic variation in resource acquisition drives plasticity in
resource allocation to components of life history. Ecology Letters
16:281-290.

Roff, D. A. 2001. Life History Evolution. Sinauer Associates, Sunderland,
MA.

Rowe, L., and D. Houle 1996. The lek paradox and the capture of genetic
variance by condition dependent traits. Proceedings of the Royal Soci-
ety of London Series B-Biological Sciences 263:1415-1421.

Ryan, M. J. 1988. Energy, calling and selection. American Zoologist
28:885-898.

Sardans, J., A. Rivas-Ubach, and J. Penuelas 2012. The C:N: P stoichiom-
etry of organisms and ecosystems in a changing world: A review and
perspectives. Perspectives in Plant Ecology Evolution and Systematics
14:33-47.

Schlichting, C. D., and M. Pigliucci 1998. Phenotypic Evolution: A Reac-
tion Norm Perspective. Sinauer Associates, Sunderland, MA.

Schoener, T. W. 2011. The newest synthesis: understanding the interplay
of evolutionary and ecological dynamics. Science 331:426-429.

Schumacher, E., and C. Platner 2009. Nutrient dynamics in a tritrophic
system of ants, aphids and beans. Journal of Applied Entomology
133:33—46.

Seehausen, O., J. J. M. vanAlphen, and F. Witte 1997. Cichlid fish diver-
sity threatened by eutrophication that curbs sexual selection. Science
277:1808-1811.

Sgro, C. M., and A. A. Hoffmann 2004. Genetic correlations, tradeoffs
and environmental variation. Heredity 93:241-248.

Shine, R., G. P. Brown, and B. L. Phillips 2011. An evolutionary process
that assembles phenotypes through space rather than through time.
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States
of America 108:5708-5711.

Simpson, S. J., and D. Raubenheimer 2011. The nature of nutrition: a
unifying framework. Australian Journal of Zoology 59:350-368.

Simpson, S. J., and D. Raubenheimer 2012. The Nature of Nutrition: A
Unifying Framework from Animal Adaptation to Human Obesity.
Princeton University Press, Princeton.

Skeldon, M. A., M. A. Vadeboncoeur, S. P. Hamburg, and J. D. Slum
2007. Terrestrial gastropod responses to ecosystem-level calcium
manipulation a northern hardwood forest. Canadian Journal of Zool-
ogy-Revue Canadienne De Zoologie 85:994—1007.

Smedley, S. R., and T. Eisner 1995. Sodium uptake by puddling in a
moth. Science 270:1816-1818.

Smil, V. 2000. Phosphorus in the environment: natural flows and human
interference. Annual Review of Energy and the Environment 25:53—
88.

Smith, V. H. 2003. Eutrophication of freshwater and coastal marine eco-
systems — A global problem. Environmental Science and Pollution
Research 10:126-139.

Snell-Rood, E. C., G. Davidowitz, and D. R. Papaj 2011. Reproductive
tradeoffs of learning in a butterfly. Behavioral Ecology 22:291-302.

Snell-Rood et al.

Snell-Rood, E. C., A. Espeset, C. J. Boser, W. A. White, and R. Smykalski
2014. Anthropogenic changes in sodium affect neural and muscle
development in butterflies. Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences of the United States of America 111:10221-10226.

Snell-Rood, E. C,, J. D. Van Dyken, T. Cruickshank, M. J. Wade, and A.
P. Moczek 2010. Toward a population genetic framework of develop-
mental evolution: costs, limits, and consequences of phenotypic plas-
ticity. BioEssays 32:71-81.

Sol, D. 2009. Revisiting the cognitive buffer hypothesis for the evolution
of large brains. Biology Letters 5:130-133.

Sol, D., R. P. Duncan, T. M. Blackburn, P. Cassey, and L. Lefebvre 2005.
Big brains, enhanced cognition, and response of birds to novel envi-
ronments. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the
United States of America 102:5460-5465.

Stearns, S. C. 1992. The Evolution of Life Histories. Oxford University
Press, New York, NY.

Sterner, R. W. 1993. Daphnia growth on varying quality of Scenedesmus
— mineral limitation of zooplankton. Ecology 74:2351-2360.

Sterner, R. W., and D. O. Hessen 1994. Algal nutrient limitation and the
nutrition of aquatic herbivores. Annual Review of Ecology and Sys-
tematics 25:1-29.

Sterner, R. W, and J. J. Elser 2002. Ecological Stoichiometry: The Biol-
ogy of Elements from Molecules to the Biosphere. Princeton Univer-
sity Press, Princeton.

Stratton, D. A. 1994. Genotype-by-environment interactions for fitness
of Erigeron annuus show fine-scale selective heterogeneity. Evolution
48:1607-1618.

Suding, K. N, S. L. Collins, L. Gough, C. Clark, E. E. Cleland, K. L.
Gross, D. G. Milchunas et al. 2005. Functional- and abundance-based
mechanisms explain diversity loss due to N fertilization. Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America
102:4387-4392.

Svensson, P. A., C. Pelabon, J. D. Blount, P. F. Surai, and T. Amundsen
2006. Does female nuptial coloration reflect egg carotenoids and
clutch quality in the Two-Spotted Goby (Gobiusculus flavescens, Go-
biidae)? Functional Ecology 20:689-698.

Tillberg, J. E., and J. R. Rowley 1989. Physiological and structural effects
of phosphorus starvation on the unicellular green alga Scenedesmus.
Physiologia Plantarum 75:315-324.

Tilman, D. 1999. The ecological consequences of changes in biodiversity:
a search for general principles. Ecology 80:1455-1474.

Tilman, D., and C. Lehman 2001. Human-caused environmental
change: impacts on plant diversity and evolution. Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of Amer-
ica 98:5433-5440.

Tilman, D., D. Wedin, and J. Knops 1996. Productivity and sustainabil-
ity influenced by biodiversity in grassland ecosystems. Nature
379:718-720.

Tolle, A. E., and W. E. Wagner 2011. Costly signals in a field cricket can
indicate high or low quality direct benefits depending upon the envi-
ronment. Evolution 65:283-294.

Tomkins, J. L. 1999. Environmental and genetic determinants of the
male forceps length dimorphism in the European earwig Forficula au-
ricularia L. Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 47:1-8.

Twombly, S., N. Clancy, and C. W. Burns 1998. Life history conse-
quences of food quality in the freshwater copepod Boeckella triarticu-
lata. Ecology 79:1711-1724.

Tylianakis, J. M., R. K. Didham, J. Bascompte, and D. A. Wardle 2008.
Global change and species interactions in terrestrial ecosystems. Ecol-
ogy Letters 11:1351-1363.

648 © 2015 The Authors. Evolutionary Applications published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd 8 (2015) 635-649



Snell-Rood et al.

Vanni, M. J., and W. Lampert 1992. Food quality effects on life history
traits and fitness in the generalist herbivore Daphnia. Oecologia
92:48-57.

Velando, A., R. Beamonte-Barrientos, and R. Torres 2006. Pigment-
based skin colour in the blue-footed booby: an honest signal of cur-
rent condition used by females to adjust reproductive investment.
Oecologia 149:535-542.

Vitousek, P. M., J. D. Aber, R. W. Howarth, G. E. Likens, P. A. Matson,
D. W. Schindler, W. H. Schlesinger et al. 1997a. Human alteration of
the global nitrogen cycle: sources and consequences. Ecological Appli-
cations 7:737-750.

Vitousek, P. M., H. A. Mooney, J. Lubchenco, and J. M. Melillo
1997b. Human domination of Earth’s ecosystems. Science
277:494-499.

Warbrick-Smith, J., S. T. Behmer, K. P. Lee, D. Raubenheimer, and S. J.
Simpson 2006. Evolving resistance to obesity in an insect. Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America
103:14045-14049.

Werner, A., L. Dehmelt, and P. Nalbant 1998. Na+-dependent phosphate
cotransporters: the NaPi protein families. Journal of Experimental
Biology 201:3135-3142.

Life-history trade-offs in the anthropocene

White, P. J., and M. R. Broadley 2003. Calcium in plants. Annals of Bot-
any 92:487-511.

Widemo, F., and S. A. Sether 1999. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder:
causes and consequences of variation in mating preferences. Trends in
Ecology & Evolution 14:26-31.

Wilkin, T. A., A. G. Gosler, D. Garant, S. J. Reynolds, and B. C. Sheldon
2009. Calcium effects on life-history traits in a wild population of the
great tit (Parus major): analysis of long-term data at several spatial
scales. Oecologia 159:463—472.

Wilson, A. ], J. M. Pemberton, J. G. Pilkington, D. W. Coltman, D. V.
Mifsud, T. H. Clutton-Brock, and L. E. B. Kruuk 2006. Environmental
coupling of selection and heritability limits evolution. PLoS Biology 4:
e2l6.

Wright, . A, P. J. Davies, S. J. Findlay, and O. J. Jonasson 2011. A new
type of water pollution: concrete drainage infrastructure and geo-
chemical contamination of urban waters. Marine and Freshwater
Research 62:1355-1361.

Zahavi, A. 1975. Mate selection — selection for a handicap. Journal of
Theoretical Biology 53:205-214.

Zera, A.]., and L. G. Harshman 2001. The physiology of life history trade-
offs in animals. Annual Review of Ecology and Systematics 32:95-126.

© 2015 The Authors. Evolutionary Applications published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd 8 (2015) 635-649 649



