
to the Editors of the Medicai and Phyfical Journal. 

Gentlemen, 

THE following Hiftory of a Mai-formation is, I think, 
worthy of a place in your Journal. In the firft place, it is no 
common mal-formation i it is, on the contrary, as Dr. Baillie 
remarks, a very uncommon one, (Morbid Anatomy3 page 
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?9s Dr. Vaugban> on Malformation* 

xBi) Again, it fuggefts a very ufeful caution againlt truftirtg 
implicitly, on all occaJlons, to the fenfes. And laftly, it proves, 
perhaps, that perfons of experience may, bly that very expe- 
rience, be liable, in fome inftances, to draw hafty and falfe 

concjlufions* You will judge of thefe reflexions; and you wilj 
do with them, and with my hiftory, as may, in your opinion, 
beft anfwej: the purpofes of your Journal. I am, 

Gentlemen, 
Your obedient fervant, 

W. VAUGHAN. Roehejfer, 
January, jioyv/# 

A few years ago, a child without an anus was born at Gil- 

lingham, near Rochefterj and I was requeued to fee it. 
There was indeed no anus, nor even the leaft index of one ^ 
but the faces were voided from a concial body extending up- 
wards, from under the fymphyfis pubis, and reaching the umbi- 
lical region. The child fucked ftrongly; and the faces, in an 
almoft fluid ftate, were difcharged as often as the chili cried. 
The urine flowed, I obferved it twice, from a part con- 

cealed by tbe bafe of the conical body. 
Some pronounced the child a female j and others, thinking 

it a male, were defirous to make an anus. 
The child lived only a few days. When the cavity of the 

abdomen was expofed, and the inteftines traced as far as the laft 
'Vertebra of the loins, it was found, that the reftum, in {lead 
of defcending along the os facrum, pafled immediately into the 
vagina. The prolapfed part, which was the retturn inverted, 
Vas eafily drawn backwards, through ,the opening, into the 

vagina. 
Now, Is it not likely at leaft, that the perfons who miftook 

the protruded inteftine for a penis, imagined, from their ex- 
perience of Nature's monflirofities, that the-want of a prar- 
putium, and the prefence of a villous coat, were both lufus 
natura ? If this were not the cafey it is 'hard to account at 

all for their miftake. This much is, however, certain, not 

only that the re turn was miftalcen for a. penis, but alfo, that 
the labia pudendi were miftafcen for a Jcrotum, into which 
the tejlicuii had not yet defcended. If any attempt to form an 
anus had been made, the difappointment of the operator mufi; 
have been inconceivable and difgracefui! 
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