SURGERY .

Report upon the Syphilitic Cases treated at the ]arge Hospital of
Vienna, during the years 1852 and 1853. By Prof. C. Sigmund.

This report comprehends, o the two years, 3131 patients, (1502 males
and 1625 females.)

Of this number 1118 were affected with gonorrhoea (569" males and 549
females); 1687 had chancres (g28 males and 859 femgles) ; 127 had no
syphilitic affection. We will follow the author in these diyisions, in order
the better to form an abstract of what is of a nature to interest our readers.

A. Gomorrhoea (Blenorrhagie Syphilitique.)

1. In Men.?1. Simple gonorrhoea has furnished the most cases (225,)
The treatment has consisted in cold lotions, loral bathing’ fomentations.
&c. ; afterwards injections of the sulphate of zinc (from two to three
graing te the ounce of distilled yater). These injections have never pro-
duced accidents of gy nature ; it would be yyong therefore to reject them.
They dispose so little to the formation of strictures, that these affections
have become rare, and it is difficult to meet with them for clinical demon-
stration. Despite the advantages of this simple treatment, various
balsams have also sometimes been zdministered, principally copaiba and
cubebs. When in the space of from five to seven days they produce no
effect, their employment is abandoned. The mean duration of treatment
has been tyenty days.

2. Inflammation of the Epididymis, (158 cases; 81 Of the yight 65
of the left, and 12 of both sides). Most frequently this affection had no

particular origin, if it were not the peglect of suitable precautions during
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tlie presence Of the gonorrhoea. The treatment consisted in confincjzment
to bed, diet, saline pyrgatives, the graduated application ©of cold in fo-
mentations, and local hathing. Experience has shown the complete in-
utility of local phleedings, which do not even relieve the pain, At first a
moderate temperature i employed, and it is gradually diminished till ice
can be made use of; it is pecegsary then to continue the cold without in-
terruption till the pain and swelling subside; then we come back to a
fresh temperature, and by degrees to lukewarm fomentations. Cold is
the best and most certain calmative. Rarely it cannot be endured, we
give them, as an exception, narcotics toa large extent (morphine, henbane,
and lupuline)* AsS soon as the inflammation is got rid of, we direct our
attention to heal the discharge, if it still exists, by means of injections.
The application of strapping, when there is no more inflammation, is
useful to favour the absorption of exuded matter-

We have nothing to remark on the subject of puboes, strictures of the
urethra, condylomata, and affections of the prostate. This last affection
when it passes into the chronic gtate, is very rebellious and resists most
remedial agents.

II. In Women.?Urethral and vaginal gonorrhoea are the two most
ordinary forms observed in woman. The author treats them by cauterista-
tion with the nitrate of gilver, .when no inflammation is present, and by
injections of the gylphate of zinc and alum. For vaginal gonorrhoea iR
particular, the author recommends above all things attention to cleanliness,
thenastringent injections, and sometimes a plug (tampon), saturated with
the same ]iquids ; this to be renewed four or six times a day,

Uterine Menorrhagia belongs rarely to the category ©f syphilitic
diseases, as the fruitless attempts at inoculation prove. The author treats
these affections by injections of cold yater, or rendered slightly astringent.

Buboes are comparatively rare in females they offer nothing worthy
of remark.

Inflammation of the mucous follicles of the vagina is rarely @ simple
affection , it accojnpanies chancres, gonorrhoea, &C. In three cases it
produced recto-vaginal fistula. .

The number ofpatients affected with condylomata has been considerable;
they are produced, °r kept up by the vaginal discharge, and it is indis-
pensable to heal the latter, if one wishes to extirpate the excrescences in
question.

The author mentions several new remedies employed in the treatment
of gonorrhoea; the balsam of Gedda, analogous t° copaiba . the tincture of
Bavine leaves, recommended in chronic discharges, which gught to be re-
cently prepared; benzoic acid, useful in catarrh of the bladder (doze from
a quarter to half a gramme ;) lupuline useful in painfyl micturition, and
in cordee (the tenth of a gramme repeated twe or three times); the bal-
sams of Peru and Toluy, andturpentine, ?the first two rather dear, the latter
badly supported: injections ©f the gulphate of cadmium (frop the tenth
to the fourth of a gramme, in thirty grammes ©f water), the acetate and
Bulphate of copper. All these have rendered good service.

B. Syphilitic Chancres.

1. InMales (828 cases). In several instances these were developed in
Unusual situations on the fingers, the toes, the internal surface of the
thigh, the umbilicus, the orifice of the urethra. In doubtful cases, re-
course was had to inoculation. Cauterization always formed the basis of
treatment; (caustic potass combined with caustic lime in the proportion
of two to gpg,) In cases of phymosis the author incised the prepuce, laid
bare the ulcers and cauterized them, and thus abridged the duration of the
treatment, and diminished the chances of secondary infection.
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Buboes (255 cases.) Cold applications proved useful at the period of
acute inflammation; blisters were gadvantageously superseded by the
tincture of iodine. In less painful cases, compression was employed by
means of plates of lead or a hernia bandage. Mercurial frictions were at
the same time made on the inner part of the thigh (half = gramme 2 day).
Since the abscesses have been opened with caustic paste (pot. caust. 2

caust. lime 1 part), gangrenous inflammations have become much

JL@Lt%rrequent .

Secondary Syphilis (356 cases). Ulcersof the pharynx (85), have been
the most frequent form, next the papular (67), the scaly (48), the macu-
lated (47), the pystular, &c., eruptions. The other forms (affections of
the bones, tubercular eruptions, cutaneous ulcers, iritig), have been very
rare. The diagnosis of secondary syphilis mever rests on one gign only ;
it is deduced from the inspection of the primitive ulcers, of which there are
ordinarily still traces, and an attentive examination of the lymphatic
glands in different regions ©f the body.

Mercurial treatment has always shown itself the most efficacious.
(Corrosive sublimate, blue ointment, the proto and deuto-iodide, and the
re.d oxide of mercury‘) Very little use was made of the iodide of potas-
sium and yoody decoctions, but often as adjuvants, bitters, quinine, irom,
and cod-liver 0il, were prescribed’ giving one day the Specific, and the next
the” accessory remedy. The author is very fond of cod-liver oil, which he
has giyen to the extent of nine spoonfuls 2 day.

2. Chancres in Females (859) . The unusual places where primitive
chancres have been found are the fingers (3), the toes (3), the navel (4),
the anus (5), the vaginal portion Of the uterus (13), In all these cases
there were also chancres on the genital organs. There were 75 cases of
bubo, a much less proportion than with the men. The secondary forms
were more numerous, and gmong these we must reckon the large condy-
lomata situated in the neighbourhood of the genitals (195), which were
necessarily requiring long-continued treatment. The females also had
a greater number of cutaneous ulcers and affections of the bones. Mer-
curial preparations here, a= with the men, have been most advantageous,
even in the case of pregnant females. The author remarked that in cases
of complete cure, the infant came into the world untainted by syphilis.

The author recommends in the treatment of condylomata, which have
resisted other means, an alcoholic solution of the sublimate (ope Of the
sublimate to eight of spirits of yine), with which the condylomata are to
be touched two or three times a yeek, or every day, When they are
numerous .

Falling off of the hair sometimes takes place during the course of
secondary syphilis: it is an effect of the palady, and not of the remedies
employed; it is observed oftener in females than males. The author
caused the hair to be cut off, and the head rubbed gyery evening with a
pommade, containing from the sixth to the eighth of tincture of cantha-
rides. The author gpproves 2180 for hastening the growth of the hair, ot
croton ofl (g drops t© 4 grammes ©Ff axunge.)

After some lines devoted to non—syphilitic cases, and those followed by
death, the author concludes the work Py, an article entitled, Particular
Remarks, in which he speaks of inoculation, the transmission of second-
ary syphilis, vegetations, the passage Of primary chancres into gsecondary
forms, of salivation, and the treatment of syphllls, viewed historically.
Under this last head the author gives 2 summary 0f 1307 cases treated by
him by different methods, and he makes it evident once more that we
cannot ghgolutely give 2 preference to mercurials, to preparations of
iodine, or other medicaments, but that it is necessary to be able to dis-
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cern tlie circumstances in which it is most expedient to employ one or
other method of treatment.?Gazette Medicale de parig, D"cembre 2,

1854.



