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Dear editor
We read with great interest the paper written by Cooper et al evaluating the 
usefulness and acceptability of revision webinars for medical students on the topics 
of Paediatrics, Psychiatry and Obstetrics & Gynaecology.1 Our compliments to 
Cooper et al for their diligence in ensuring feedback was gathered both before 
and after the webinars and from a large cohort of students as well, allowing for 
conclusions to be drawn from a diverse and representative sample. As final year 
medical students we would like to share our perspectives to further enhance the 
applicability of these findings.

Our first suggestion is regarding the central discussion on the efficacy of online 
seminars against in-person teaching during the COVID-19 pandemic. In their article, 
Cooper et al suggest that the majority of students reported an increase in perceived 
knowledgeability on the subject following the online course. We would like to highlight 
that the ability to deliver key learning points across to students is a more reliable measure 
of the effectiveness of a teaching session as opposed to perceived knowledge. This is 
because perceived knowledge does not correlate with actual knowledge or performance 
in the subject.2 Therefore, it is essential that an objective assessment of knowledge 
retained by attendants of the webinar is carried out and compared against an assessment 
for those who received identical teaching in a traditional face-to-face format.

Secondly, the article reports that almost two-thirds of students prefer the teach
ing session to be repeated in webinar format in the future for the reasons of 
convenience, flexibility, and cost-effectiveness. However, this does not adequately 
acknowledge its impact on students from underrepresented and disadvantaged 
backgrounds, as an important aspect of attending and benefiting from online teach
ing is having a suitable learning environment. This may be a problem among 
students from already underrepresented backgrounds, whose home environments 
may not be appropriate for learning and cannot imitate a professional learning 
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environment. Should webinars replace face-to-face teach
ing in future, it may risk further disadvantaging these 
students and widening the gap in achievement that already 
exists for those from lower socio-economic and BAME 
(Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic) backgrounds.3 We 
believe this potential negative impact needs to be explored 
before decisions are made about long-term use of webinars 
in medical education.

Lastly, for the benefit of kinaesthetic learners such as 
ourselves, a contributing factor to explore is preferred learn
ing styles plotted against knowledge retained from the webi
nar, as there is limited literature exploring this in the context 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. This consideration could make 
the study more applicable as obstetrics, gynaecological sur
gery and paediatric surgery are hands-on specialties.

Without doubt, the use of webinars has many advan
tages, but we hope that our perspective on the above- 
mentioned areas, although not exhaustive, will positively 
contribute to this discussion.
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communication.

References
1. Cooper N, Sharma A, Cooper J, Al-Asady Y, Khajuria A. Evaluating 

the usefulness and acceptability of a revision-purposed ‘specialties’ 
webinar for educating UK-based fifth and final year medical students 
during the COVID-19 pandemic: is this the future of medical educa
tion? Adv Med Educ Pract. 2021;12:979–985. doi:10.2147/AMEP. 
S321533

2. Hall SR, Stephens JR, Seaby EG, et al. Can medical students accu
rately predict their learning? A study comparing perceived and actual 
performance in neuroanatomy. Anat Sci Educ. 2016;9(5):488–495. 
doi:10.1002/ase.1601

3. Claridge H, Stone K, Ussher M. The ethnicity attainment gap among 
medical and biomedical science students: a qualitative study. BMC 
Med Educ. 2018;18(1):1–2. doi:10.1186/s12909-018-1426-5

Dove Medical Press encourages responsible, free and frank academic debate. The content of the Advances in Medical Education and Practice ‘letters to the editor’ section does not 
necessarily represent the views of Dove Medical Press, its officers, agents, employees, related entities or the Advances in Medical Education and Practice editors. While all reasonable 
steps have been taken to confirm the content of each letter, Dove Medical Press accepts no liability in respect of the content of any letter, nor is it responsible for the content and 
accuracy of any letter to the editor.  

Advances in Medical Education and Practice                                                                                    Dovepress 

Publish your work in this journal 
Advances in Medical Education and Practice is an international, peer- 
reviewed, open access journal that aims to present and publish research 
on Medical Education covering medical, dental, nursing and allied 
health care professional education. The journal covers undergraduate 
education, postgraduate training and continuing medical education 

including emerging trends and innovative models linking education, 
research, and health care services. The manuscript management system 
is completely online and includes a very quick and fair peer-review 
system. Visit http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real 
quotes from published authors.  

Submit your manuscript here: http://www.dovepress.com/advances-in-medical-education-and-practice-journal

DovePress                                                                                             Advances in Medical Education and Practice 2021:12 1144

https://doi.org/10.2147/AMEP.S340588

Shah and Chattopadhyay                                                                                                                                           Dovepress

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://doi.org/10.2147/AMEP.S321533
https://doi.org/10.2147/AMEP.S321533
https://doi.org/10.1002/ase.1601
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12909-018-1426-5
https://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
https://www.facebook.com/DoveMedicalPress/
https://twitter.com/dovepress
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dove-medical-press
https://www.youtube.com/user/dovepress
https://www.dovepress.com
https://www.dovepress.com

	Dear editor
	Disclosure
	References

