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Management of Nipah outbreak in India: A plea for immediate action 

In India, there have been several outbreaks of Nipah virus infection 
in recent years. The most deadliest outbreak happened in the year 2018 
with 18 laboratory-confirmed cases and five suspected cases, 17 deaths 
reported. The infection has emerged again this year in Kerala, with two 
deaths reported [1]. These outbreaks underscore the ongoing risk of 
Nipah virus in India, particularly in parts of Kerala and West Bengal. The 
virus is of concern due to its high case fatality rate and potential for 
human-to-human transmission. Due to non-availability of DNA 
sequencing data the mutational status of virus for this year outbreak is 
not known raising the concern over its unpredictable behaviour. 

Despite the efforts of the Indian government to prevent and control 
outbreaks of Nipah virus disease, such as developing and implementing 
surveillance systems to detect outbreaks early, ensuring that there are 
sufficient supplies of personal protective equipment (PPE) and other 
essential resources available for healthcare workers, investing in 
research to develop new and effective treatments, and raising aware
ness, Nipah virus disease continues to pose a significant public health 
threat in India. Hence addressing Nipah virus and implementing 
monoclonal antibody treatment in India is an urgent call to action. A 
monoclonal antibody treatment called m102.4 is still under develop
ment, but it has the potential to revolutionize the treatment of Nipah 
virus infection [2]. It has shown promising results in animal studies [3] 
and in a few human cases [4], however lack of randomized controlled 
trials make its use questionable. 

The Indian government should collaborate with the University of 
Queensland, Australia, which is developing m102.4, to ensure that the 
drug is made available to patients in India as soon as possible. In addi
tion, the Indian government should support clinical trials of m102.4 in 
India. This will help to generate more data on the safety and efficacy of 
the drug in Indian patients. 

Crafting a policy for the administration of monoclonal antibody 
treatment for Nipah virus infection demands a meticulous blend of sci
ence, ethics, public health considerations and a commitment to equi
table access. The policy should be a dynamic framework which is 
designed to adapt to the evolving landscape of Nipah virus research and 
treatment. 
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