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Retraction notice 

Retraction notice to “Facemasks in the COVID-19 era: A health hypothesis” 
[Medical Hypotheses 146 (2021) 5] 

Baruch Vainshelboim 
Cardiology Division, Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Health Care System, Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA, United States 

This article has been retracted: please see Elsevier Policy on Article 
Withdrawal (https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies 
/article-withdrawal). 

This article has been retracted at the request of the Editor-in-Chief. 
Medical Hypotheses serves as a forum for innovative and often 

disruptive ideas in medicine and related biomedical sciences. However, 
our strict editorial policy is that we do not publish misleading or inac-
curate citations to advance any hypotheses. 

The Editorial Committee concluded that the author’s hypothesis is 
misleading on the following basis: 

1. A broader review of existing scientific evidence clearly shows that 
approved masks with correct certification, and worn in compliance with 
guidelines, are an effective prevention of COVID-19 transmission. 

2. The manuscript misquotes and selectively cites published papers. 
References #16, 17, 25 and 26 are all misquoted. 

3. Table 1. Physiological and Psychological Effects of Wearing 
Facemask and Their Potential Health Consequences, generated by the 
author. All data in the table is unverified, and there are several specu-
lative statements. 

4. The author submitted that he is currently affiliated to Stanford 
University, and VA Palo Alto Health Care System. However, both in-
stitutions have confirmed that Dr Vainshelboim ended his connection 
with them in 2016. 

A subsequent internal investigation by the Editor-in-Chief and the 
Publisher have determined that this article was externally peer reviewed 
but not with our customary standards of rigor prior to publication. The 
journal has re-designed its editorial and review workflow to ensure that 
this will not happen again in future. 

The Editor-in-Chief and the Publisher would like to apologize to the 
readers of The Journal for difficulties this issue has caused. 

DOI of original article: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mehy.2020.110411. 
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