
PERACRINA VERSUS MALARIA. 

To the Editor, ?ii? Indian Medical LtAZettiv. 

Sir,?An article in the May number of the Indian 

Medical Gazette deals with the publication in the 

Archiv fur Schiffs-und Tropen-Hygiene on 
" 
Pera- 

crina," a new remedy against malaria. The author 
does not seem to be convinced of the good results of 

the treatment with Peracrina as recorded in the pub- 
lication and he believes that some of the curves re- 

produced might well be employed to shew the natural 
course of untreated malaria. 

It may be that in the short publication referring to 
the work against malaria of the Swiss Red-Cross Ex- 

pedition in the famine districts of South Russia, the 
incidental circumstances connected with the various 
cases have not been so fully described as to permit a 

conclusive evaluation of the actual results to readers 
who had no opportunity of studying the prevailing con- 
ditions. 
Whoever saw the dreadful general circumstances of 

the Russian famine would hardly have found any sup- 
port for the idea that in the cases in question cures 

could have been obtained without any treatment. It 
must, on the contrary, be regarded as a fact that a pract- 
ically complete cure, i.e., a condition of the patient 
where he was free from fever and complaints and ab- 
solutely fit for work, has been obtained through Pera- 
crina in a very high percentage of cases even when 
other remedies failed. It then often appeared? 
contrary to what is observed with other methods of 
treatment?that the state of health and clinical symptoms 
of the patient (absence of fever, normal spleen, etc.) 
were those of a normal physical condition while there 
were still some Plasmodia in the blood. In the case of 
other treatments the Plasmodia disappear first from the 
peripheral blood but often continue to develop in spleen 
and liver and cause the persons affected to appear still 
suffering and unfit for work. 
The treatment of malaria with Peracrina in Russia 

was, by the way, only a first attempt carried out under 
extraordinarily difficult conditions. A second Swiss ex- 
pedition was despatched in 1924 to the Greek malaria 
districts, and the results obtained there will be pub- 
lished shortly. They will prove that Peracrina must 
in fact be recognised as a successful remedy against 
malaria Yours, etc., 

J. WALKER. 
Bern, 

13th August 1925. 

(Note?There is a paper on the use of Peracrina 303 
in malaria in this number of the Gazette.?Editor, 
/. M. G.) 


