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ABSTRACT: The rheological properties of entangled polymers loaded
with very small, strongly attractive polyhedral oligomeric silsesquioxane
(POSS) fillers differ from that of nanocomposites with larger fillers by (1)
the shorter breadth of the entanglement plateau and (2) the relatively
unchanged terminal viscosity with increasing POSS loading. Although
such anomalous rheological properties can rewrite the property−
processing map of materials (e.g., high glass transition temperature and
low viscosity), their mechanism remains unclear. In this study, we report
that polymer relaxations on intermediate time scales between α and entire-
chain relaxation, so-called “slower processes”, are responsible for this
unusual rheological behavior of poly(2-vinylpyridine)/octa-
(aminophenyl)silsesquioxane (P2VP/OAPS) nanocomposites. To un-
cover the effects of entanglements on the nanocomposite dynamics, rheometry is used for variable matrix molecular weights. Results
show a systematic change in the rheological response, which is independent of the molecular weight, and in turn, the presence of
entanglements. This supports a physical interpretation that a slower process dominates the rheological response of the material at
intermediate frequencies on length scales larger than the segment length or the OAPS diameter, while the underlying physical time
scales associated with the entanglement relaxation remain unchanged. Such insights are anticipated to assist the future rational design
of other highly attractive and ultrasmall nanoparticles that enable a fine-tuned rheological response of nanocomposites across
multiple length scales.
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■ INTRODUCTION
Polymer nanocomposites possess attractive material properties
that are unattainable with either base component. However, a
complete description of these material properties is challenging
because they depend on myriad parameters, including
interaction strength,1−12 processing conditions,2,13−16 nano-
filler size and shape,17−23 and many others. In particular, the
physical origin of exceptional performance enhancement
offered by ultrasmall (∼1−2 nm diameter) polyhedral
silsesquioxane (POSS) nanofillers remains relatively unex-
plored compared to larger (∼10 nm) fillers. The ultrasmall size
of POSS leads to an extremely high interfacial area between the
fillers and the polymer matrix in these nanocomposites and in
turn offers improved processability,24−26 tunability of the glass
transition temperature (Tg) and mechanical properties,27,28 a
refractive index decrease,29 and superior gas barrier proper-
ties24 in a variety of industrially relevant polymers, despite not
typically having a dramatic effect on polymer conformations.17

A well-studied attractive POSS filler, octa(aminophenyl)-
silsesquioxane (OAPS), has eight hydrogen bond donors,
allowing good dispersion in hydrogen bond accepting

polymers as reported in poly(2-vinylpyridine) (P2VP) (Figure
1a) and polypropylene glycol.18,30 The “vehicle mechanism”
has been proposed as an explanation of why POSS has been
observed to have faster diffusion than predicted by the Stokes−
Einstein relation.30,31 In this theory, the dynamics of POSS
motions are modeled as being controlled predominantly by the
local polymer−nanofiller interactions rather than the entire-
chain dynamics. This applies when the radius of gyration (Rg)
of the polymer is much larger than the radius of the nanofiller
and the desorption time of polymer segments to the nanofiller
surface is much shorter than the diffusion timescale of the
nanofiller. When the desorption time of the OAPS filler is
faster than the Rouse time, the OAPS motions are effectively
governed only by the segment-scale characteristics of the
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polymer chain; otherwise, the nanofiller diffusion will have a
weak N1/2 dependence on molecular weight. This framework
explains the near independence of POSS diffusion times on
polymer molecular weight when the polymer Rg is larger than
the size of OAPS nanofillers in poly(2-vinylpyridene) and
polypropylene glycol.19,30 While the diffusion of OAPS is well-
understood by the vehicle mechanism, open questions remain
regarding the rheology of polymers loaded with OAPS.
While these POSS nanocomposites share some thermo-

physical and mechanical similarities with other nanocompo-
sites loaded with larger nanoparticles, they possess anomalous
features in their rheological response. In P2VP/OAPS, Cheng
et al. first reported a relatively unchanged zero-shear viscosity
and a decreased entanglement plateau width at high OAPS
loadings, with a detailed comparison of the relaxation times of
unloaded and loaded P2VP at a fixed molecular wieght.18

Cheng et al. reported that the Tg of a P2VP/OAPS 37 vol %
system was 22 °C higher than that of neat P2VP, yet the zero-
shear viscosity of the corresponding composite was nearly
identical to the neat P2VP. Current models cannot capture the
entire nature of this dynamic response; if the relaxation were
dominated by long-lived OAPS−polymer interactions, the
sticky Rouse model would predict a large increase in the
terminal relaxation time of entangled polymers with increasing
OAPS loading.32−35 This observation highlights the difference
between POSS-loaded polymer composites and other complex

materials such as vitrimers and other systems with dynamic
cross-links where the terminal relaxation mode is strongly
dependent on intermediate relaxation modes, suggesting that
the POSS structure gives rise to its unique properties.
Furthermore, a viscosity at a temperature 22 °C closer to the

Tg would be expected to cause a 1−2 order of magnitude
increase for a typical fragile glass-forming polymer with a Tg =
373 K at a reference temperature of 453 K. Thus, the
slowdown of segmental dynamics with the addition of OAPS
and the resulting increase in Tg seems to have little to no effect
on longer relaxation times across different OAPS loadings.
This unique rheological property points to an opportunity to
reveal unconventional processing−property relationships, such
as high Tg polymer materials with low viscosity.
Beyond the decoupling of zero-shear viscosity and Tg,

P2VP/OAPS displays an apparent decrease in the width of the
entanglement plateau with increasing the loading of OAPS.
The value of this width is taken to be the distance between the
two G′ and G″ crossovers, typically denoted as the
entanglement onset time (τe) and the terminal flow time
(τt), as shown in Figure 1b, though due to the apparent
complexity of the response at intermediate time scales near τe,
care must be taken before assigning an exact physical
interpretation of this value. This change in the apparent
entanglement onset time cannot be explained by tube dilution,
and the mechanism remains unclear.18 To fully understand the
rheological behavior of nanocomposites and further advance
material design, it is necessary to independently probe the
frequency and temperature dependence of every relaxation
process occurring in the material. A comprehensive study of
the anomalous response of P2VP/OAPS composites will aid
the development of models that describe ultrasmall nano-
particle composite behavior.
We hypothesize that these anomalous rheological properties

at high OAPS loadings are governed by the emergence of a
“slower process”, which occurs on time scales between the α-
relaxation and entire-chain diffusion in P2VP and other
polymers.36,37 This process has been observed in dielectric
relaxation spectroscopy (DRS) measuring the relaxation of the
dipole of the 2VP pendant to the polymer backbone, which is
correlated to the segmental dynamics of the polymer. The time
scale of this process agrees with that of the recently observed
slower Arrhenius process (SAP),38 which appears in polymer
thin films under confinement, but the slower process appears
to follow Vogel−Fulcher−Tammann (VFT) temperature
dependence rather than Arrhenius.37 Thus, the physical
interpretation of the results presented in this work is that
entanglement relaxations occur at similar time scales
independently of OAPS loading; however, they do not
dominate the stress response of the material until frequencies
lower than τe, at which point the slower process relaxation is
complete. This slower relaxation would have an associated
length scale that is larger than the polymer segment length or
the OAPS molecular diameter. Increasing the OAPS volume
fraction (ϕOAPS) in P2VP from ϕOAPS = 0.00 to ϕOAPS = 0.35
significantly increased the time scale of the slower process by a
factor of 50, compared to a factor of 2 increase in the α process
time.37 Such a drastic increase in the slower process relaxation
time with the loading of the OAPS implies that this process is
an additional crucial component of rheological properties in
P2VP/OAPS nanocomposites, manifesting as a response to
both mechanical perturbations (rheology) and electrical
perturbations (DRS).

Figure 1. (a) Chemical structures of the OAPS and P2VP. (b)
Typical P2VP/OAPS rheological response for entangled systems.
Solid lines show G′, and dashed lines show G″. The terminal flow
times τt and entanglement onset times τe are labeled at the
intersection of G′ and G″, where the distance between them is the
width of the entanglement plateau. The entanglement plateau appears
to shrink in the OAPS-loaded sample. Adapted with permission from
ref 18. Copyright 2017 American Chemical Society.
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In this study, the rheological response of a model P2VP/
OAPS composite system is studied and rationalized based on
the principles of gelation at high OAPS loadings and the
emergence of the slower process as the dominant relaxation
process at time scales between the α process and
disentanglement. Previous work18 for entangled P2VP reported
that the disentanglement/terminal flow time remains inde-
pendent of OAPS loading until the system enters the gel
regime, at which the filler network dynamics dominate the
polymer response, and that the breadth of the entanglement
plateau decreased with increasing OAPS loadings. Based on
this observation, four regimes of the rheological response are
identified based on the below and above entanglement
molecular weight (Me) of P2VP and the critical gelation
concentration of OAPS (ϕgel), as shown in Table 1. Our
systematic rheological study reveals that the time scale
associated with either the onset of terminal flow (unentangled)
or the onset of the entanglement plateau (entangled) exhibits
the same loading dependence as the slower process. These
results support our hypothesis that the unconventional
rheological response is due to the increasing time scale of
the slower process as observed by DRS, which occurs between
the entanglement relaxation time and the α relaxation time.

■ RESULTS
To systematically study the connection between the slower
process of P2VP and the rheological response of the P2VP/
OAPS nanocomposite, melt oscillatory shear rheometry was
performed on P2VP/OAPS samples with different OAPS
volume fractions (ϕOAPS) and different P2VP number average
molecular weights (Mn). The molecular weights tested were
Mn = 30 kDa (Đ = 1.15), 58 kDa (Đ = 1.28), and 850 kDa (Đ
= 1.10), while the Me of P2VP is approximately 29 kDa.39

P2VP and OAPS were co-casted from tetrahydrofuran and
annealed at 180 °C at 10−5 mTorr for at least 5 days.
Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) was performed to check
whether the OAPS did not degrade under these conditions
(Figure S1). To check the dispersion of the OAPS in the P2VP
matrix, small-angle X-ray scattering (SAXS) was performed on
the samples, with representative examples shown in Figure S2.
These results are in agreement with the literature18,19 and do
not display the low q features associated with large-scale phase
separation due to nanoparticle aggregation.6 Rheometry
experiments were performed on all samples with temperatures
up to 200 °C under a nitrogen atmosphere and an angular
frequency (ω) varying from 0.01−100 rad/s. Results were
shifted based on horizontal temperature shift factors aT, as
shown in Tables S1, S2, and S3. To reduce the number of
fitting parameters, we did not perform vertical shifting.
The storage (G′) and loss (G″) moduli as a function of

frequency and temperature were measured for P2VP/OAPS
nanocomposites with variable ϕOAPS and Mn values. Repre-
sentative G′ and G″ data for Mn = 58 kDa (weakly entangled)
and Mn = 850 kDa (highly entangled) at different ϕOAPS values

are shown in Figure 2, while those for Mn = 30 kDa and 101
kDa (data adapted from Cheng et al.18) are shown in Figure

S3. For the composite with Mn = 58 kDa at the highest
accessible loading (ϕOAPS = 0.44) (Figure 2a), the material
displays a gelation response, presumably due to the formation
of a percolated nanoparticle network in a similar manner to
silica nanoparticles.40,41 In the ungelled state, the response is
shifted to lower frequencies as ϕOAPS increases. The 850 kDa
sample (Figure 2b) has an entanglement plateau and is
qualitatively consistent with previous reports of entangled
P2VP/OAPS nanocomposites (101 kDa; Figure S2b).18 At

Table 1. Four Regimes of the P2VP/OAPS Rheological Response, Dictated by Polymer Entanglement and OAPS Loading with
Regards to ϕgel

unentangled (MW < Me) entangled (MW > Me)

ϕOAPS observation explanation observation explanation

ϕ < ϕgel zero-shear viscosity
increases with ∼ϕn

viscosity increases due
to slower process

width of the entanglement plateau decreases
while zero-shear viscosity is unchanged

slower process dominates reptation at intermediate
frequencies normally dominated by reptation

ϕ > ϕgel tan δ → 1 at low ω gelation tan δ → 1 at low ω gelation

Figure 2. Storage (G′, closed symbols) and loss (G″, open symbols)
moduli measured by small amplitude oscillatory shear rheometry for
P2VP/OAPS with (a) Mn = 58 kDa at different OAPS loadings and
(b) Mn = 850 kDa at different OAPS loadings. Master curves are
created by shifting with the shift factors in Tables S2 and S3. Curves
show mechanical reinforcement at moderate loadings (ϕOAPS ≤ 0.25)
with gelation at high loadings (ϕOAPS ≥ 0.35).
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moderate loadings (ϕOAPS ≤ 0.25), the terminal flow time τt is
relatively unchanged with OAPS loading, while the width of
the entanglement plateau decreases as the entanglement onset
time τe approaches τt.
The construction of these figures relies on the assumption

that time−temperature superposition (TTS) holds. Although
the data collected for each composite with variable ϕOAPS
values at different temperatures collapsed nicely to a single
master curve, the implicit assumption that the temperature
dependence of all relaxation processes is identical is not strictly
true for the loaded P2VP/OAPS composites due to the
temperature dependence of hydrogen bonding. However, we
note that the τt remains largely unchanged in the Mn = 850
kDa nanocomposites, regardless of reference temperatures in
the range 140 °C ≤ Tref ≤ 200 °C (Figure S4), as will be
discussed further in the Discussion section. This indicates that
TTS is a reasonable approximation in the P2VP/OAPS system
and that the number of entanglements in the polymer is
roughly constant with the loading of OAPS.
To illustrate the different regimes of gelled versus ungelled

nanocomposite rheology, the data obtained in Figure 2 are
replotted as the complex viscosity (η*) in Figure 3. For the 58
kDa samples, the viscosity becomes saturated at low
frequencies (i.e., zero-shear viscosity) for ϕOAPS ≤ 0.16 and

diverges for ϕOAPS ≥ 0.25, which is indicative of gelation. The
zero-shear viscosity increases with increasing the level of the
OAPS loading, which is a completely different behavior
compared to that of entangled samples. Due to instrumental
frequency and temperature limitations, the zero-shear viscosity
could not be evaluated for the 850 kDa samples, but the
terminal behavior of η* showed small deviations despite a 12
°C increase in Tg.
Two further experiments were performed to give insight into

the role of OAPS−OAPS interactions and OAPS−P2VP
interactions on the rheology of the nanocomposite. It was
hypothesized that the nonlinear rheological response of the
composite would have a strong dependence on the OAPS
loading if the OAPS−OAPS interactions were dominant, and
one would observe a substantial change in the onset of shear
thinning and the shear thinning exponent of the nano-
composites depending on the OAPS loading. To test this,
strain amplitude sweeps for the Mn = 850 kDa sample were
performed at 180 °C and 0.01 Hz (Figure 4; data at 200 °C is

shown in Figure S5). The frequency is chosen to target the
middle of the entanglement plateau in the neat polymer. We
note that the high ϕOAPS sample (gelled; ϕOAPS = 0.35) could
not be measured at high strains due to poor adhesion between
the top rheometer plate and the sample. Across all samples,
there was no appearance of a secondary plateau at high strain
rates, and shear thinning exponents as well as onset strains
were similar (Table S4). This invariant nonlinear rheological
response with varied ϕOAPS suggests that OAPS−OAPS
interactions are unlikely to be the primary contribution to
the rheological property change in this composition. More
studies in this nonlinear regime, particularly on high ϕOAPS
loadings, may reveal further insights in this regard.
To test the effects of P2VP−OAPS interactions on the

rheology of the nanocomposites, OAPS was loaded into
random copolymers of styrene and 2VP, described in our
previous work.6 The mole fraction of 2VP ( f 2VP) dictates the
fraction of monomers that can interact via hydrogen bonds
with the OAPS filler. These random copolymers are
unentangled with Mw = 13−18 kDa (Table S4), and X-ray
scattering suggested that OAPS was found to be well-dispersed
for all compositions tested.6 The zero-shear viscosity of the
nanocomposites with different ϕOAPS values was measured at a
reference temperature of 160 °C and normalized by molecular
weight in accordance with Rouse dynamics (Figure S6). If the

Figure 3. Frequency-dependent complex viscosity (η*) of the P2VP/
OAPS composites with (a) Mn = 58 kDa and (b) Mn = 850 kDa as a
function of ϕOAPS.

Figure 4. Strain amplitude sweeps at f = 0.01 Hz for the 850 kDa
samples at 180 °C, suggesting that no OAPS gel network is formed for
the samples with ϕOAPS ≤ 0.25.
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interactions of OAPS−P2VP were a dominant factor, it would
be expected that the copolymer with the lowest f 2VP would
have a weaker viscosity increase with ϕOAPS. However, the
exponential slopes to ϕOAPS are not particularly different
between different f 2VP values, although the strongest increase
in viscosity with OAPS loading is observed in the lowest f 2VP
nanocomposite. This suggests that the interaction of the
polarization of the plasmid with the corresponding rheology
does not strongly influence the rheology of the composite, at
least at the experimentally achievable range of f 2VP. These two
experiments imply that below the gelation concentration of
ϕOAPS, OAPS−OAPS interactions are unlikely to be the
dominant factor and not all nitrogen lone pairs of 2VP engage
with P2VP−OAPS interactions.

■ DISCUSSION
The scaling of critical times with ϕOAPS is examined to
quantitatively show the connection between the slower process
and the rheological response of the P2VP/OAPS composite at
intermediate loadings and time scales. We consider four
qualitatively distinct regimes of the P2VP/OAPS nano-
composite behavior, as shown in Table 1. At high OAPS
loadings, the composites display gel-like behavior at all
molecular weights. At lower loadings, we observe increases in
the zero-shear viscosity for unentangled/lightly entangled
polymers and a decrease in the width of the entanglement
plateau for highly entangled polymers with little impact on the
zero-shear viscosity. We rationalize this with the emergence of
an extra relaxation process occurring on time scales between
the reptation time and the glass transition time, changing the
measured value of τe while not affecting the underlying
entanglement relaxation.
To quantitatively analyze the relationships of the critical

time scales between the slower process, the α process, and the
rheological response, the loss tangents (tan δ) of the P2VP/
OAPS are shown in Figure 5 with arrows corresponding to
critical rheological time scales. In agreement with Figure 2a,
low Mn and highly loaded samples (Figure 5a) display gelation,
with tan δ approaching unity for gelled compositions. For
ungelled and low Mn systems, there is an associated critical
time scale of the modes that we hypothesize to be related to
the slower process. For low Mn polymers with fewer
entanglements, the critical time is given as the unentangled
terminal flow time τt, corresponding to ∼101 rad/s when tan δ
approaches a constant value independent of the angular
frequency (Figure 5a). In Figure 2a, this is seen as terminal
flow scaling (G′ ≈ ω, G″ ≈ ω2). In the 850 kDa sample
(Figure 5b), the critical time scale is the entanglement onset
time τe, corresponding to ∼101 rad/s where tan δ is unity.
These features can also be seen in Figure 2b as the crossover
point of G′ and G″ approaches the entanglement plateau from
low to high frequency. In contrast to τe, the terminal flow time
for high Mn polymers (τt) shows weaker composition
dependence, as will be further discussed later.
The slower process time scale agrees well with the critical

times observed via rheology and obeys identical scaling with
ϕOAPS within error. The time scales of terminal flow τt for the
low Mn nanocomposites are shown in Figure 6a, and the time
scale of entanglement onset τe is shown in Figure 6b for the
high Mn samples. Both are plotted against the slower relaxation
time and the α relaxation time of P2VP/OAPS with Mn = 15
kDa, adapted from our former work.37 Data for the 101 kDa
nanocomposites is adapted from Cheng et al.18 These critical

time scales (τt and τe) are also plotted in Figure 6c, normalized
to those of the neat polymer. The terminal flow time,
entanglement onset time, slower process time, and α relaxation
time are fitted to log10 τ ∝ n · ϕOAPS, where n is a temperature-
dependent exponent and indicates how sensitive τ is to ϕOAPS.
This functional form is selected for clarity and consistency with
prior works,18 though a power law function of the form log(τ/
τo − 1) ∝ n · log ϕOAPS may also fit the data (Figure S7).
The ϕOAPS dependence of critical rheological time scales (τe

and τt for low Mn samples) characterized by the exponent n =
3.5 ± 1.8 to 6.5 ± 1.4 is closer to the slower process time (n =
5.0 ± 0.6) rather than the α process time (n = 0.9 ± 0.1), as
shown in Table 2. This loading-dependent change in τα
corresponds well to the significant change in Tg reported by
DSC but is much weaker than the other trends observed.37 In
other words, the change in Tg with increasing ϕOAPS can only
be responsible for 1/5 of the change in time scale observed in
the rheological measurements. The terminal flow time τt of the
entangled polymers is essentially independent of ϕOAPS (n =
0.2 ± 1.5 to 0.6 ± 0.5; data shown in Figure S4). This
illustrates that sticky Rouse and sticky reptation models32−35,42

alone cannot capture the rheological complexity of these
materials if the OAPS loading is used as a proxy for sticker

Figure 5. Loss tangent of the (a) Mn = 58 kDa and (b) Mn = 850 kDa
P2VP/OAPS composites for various ϕOAPS values. Arrows mark the
critical time scales of the terminal flow time τt (58 and 850 kDa) and
entanglement onset time τe (850 kDa) for the compositions that do
not display rheological gelation.

ACS Polymers Au pubs.acs.org/polymerau Article

https://doi.org/10.1021/acspolymersau.3c00020
ACS Polym. Au 2023, 3, 466−474

470

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acspolymersau.3c00020/suppl_file/lg3c00020_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acspolymersau.3c00020/suppl_file/lg3c00020_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acspolymersau.3c00020?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acspolymersau.3c00020?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acspolymersau.3c00020?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acspolymersau.3c00020?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
pubs.acs.org/polymerau?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acspolymersau.3c00020?urlappend=%3Fref%3DPDF&jav=VoR&rel=cite-as


count; the terminal flow time has a strong dependence on
sticker count in these models, yet no strong ϕOAPS dependence
of τt is observed in the data, indicating that long-lived
polymer−OAPS interactions may not be responsible for the
observed behavior.
Perhaps the most striking example of this scaling is that

normalized zero-shear viscosities of the ungelled, unentangled,
and lightly entangled nanocomposites show identical composi-
tional dependence with the slower process (Figure 6d). In
principle, the terminal viscosity can be expressed as η = Goτη,
where τη is the time scale associated with terminal flow.
Assuming that Go is independent of ϕOAPS for the ungelled and
low Mn samples, the scaling of the terminal time with ϕOAPS
can be found in eq 1:

*
* =

=
=

·nlog
( )

( 0)
log

( )

( 0)10
OAPS

OAPS
10

OAPS

OAPS
OAPS

(1)

This ratio is plotted in Figure 6d as a function of ϕOAPS; it
exhibits the same scaling with the slower process time, as
observed for the critical crossover time analysis. These results

support the conclusion that anomalous P2VP/OAPS nano-
composite rheological responses can be rationalized as a
mechanical manifestation of the slower process. The relatively
unchanged zero-shear viscosity of entangled nanocomposites is
because the slower process acts on time scales faster than the
terminal flow time, and the decrease in entanglement plateau
width is caused by an extra relaxation process dominating
entanglement dynamics at moderate times. Due to the time
scale of the process being essentially molecular-weight-
independent and likely coupled in some way to the motion
of OAPS molecules, it is possible that there is an underlying
connection to the vehicle mechanism proposed for nano-
composites with small fillers.30,31 Considering the stunning
influences of the slower process on rheological properties, it
will be crucial to uncover the atomic-level origin of this hidden
midrange relaxation, which is an open opportunity for the field.

■ CONCLUSION
The linear rheological response of P2VP/OAPS not only
displays features that are common to other nanocomposites,
such as gelation at high loadings, but also reveals unique
dynamical behavior, particularly a marked increase in Tg and
short relaxation times with little effect on entanglement
relaxation time. Between the glassy frequencies and the
entanglement frequencies, the modulus of P2VP/OAPS is
enhanced relative to the neat polymer due to polymer−
nanoparticle interactions. The associated time scale of this
response agrees well with the slower process observed via DRS
for various OAPS loadings, indicating that the slower process
manifests as a response in the rheology of the nanocomposite,
dominating the entanglement process at intermediate
frequencies of the stress response. However, open questions
remain regarding the exact physical nature of this relaxation,
whether it is primarily a consequence of OAPS−P2VP or
OAPS−OAPS interactions. Tailoring the interactions in similar

Figure 6. (a) Plot of the terminal flow times τt of the lowerMn samples, alongside the slower process time and α process time and their lines of best
fit. (b) Plot of the entanglement onset times τe of the higher Mn samples. (c) Plot of characteristic times as a function of ϕOAPS, normalized by the
time scale of the ϕOAPS = 0.00 sample. Solid lines and dashed lines are fits to the slower process time and the α process time, respectively. (d) Plot
of normalized τslower, τα, and τη as a function of ϕOAPS for unentangled/weakly entangled samples. Note that across all analyses, nanocomposite
compositions that display rheological gelation are excluded.

Table 2. Scaling Exponent n of Relaxation Time Scales with
ϕ OAPS log10 τ ∝ n ϕOAPS

relaxation process
approximate time scale at

140 °C (s)
Mn

(kDa) n

α relaxation (τα) 10−4 5 0.9 ± 0.1
entanglement onset
(τe)

10−3−100 101 6.5 ± 1.4
850 3.5 ± 1.8

terminal flow for low
Mn (τt)

10−3−10−1 32 4.5 ± 1.3
58 6.3 ± 0.7

slower process (τslower) 10−2−100 5 5.0 ± 0.6
terminal flow for high
Mn (τt)

100 101 0.6 ± 0.5
105 850 0.2 ± 1.5
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materials to target mechanical reinforcement on a specific time
scale thus offers an intriguing way to create materials with
enhanced Tg values and unconventional rheological responses
without substantially affecting processability and terminal flow.

■ METHODS

Materials
P2VP with an Mn of 850 kDa was purchased from Polymer Source
(Dorval, QC, Canada) and used as received. P2VP with Mn = 30 and
58 kDa was synthesized via reversible addition−fragmentation chain
transfer polymerization, as described elsewhere.6 Octa(aminophenyl)-
silsesquioxane (OAPS) was synthesized from octaphenyl silsesquiox-
ane, as described elsewhere.12,43−45 Hexanes, methanol, ethyl acetate,
petroleum ether, fuming nitric acid, magnesium sulfate, ferric chloride,
and Celite 545 were purchased from Fisher Scientific (Waltham, MA,
USA). Azobis(isobutyronitrile) (AIBN) and tetrahydrofuran (THF)
were purchased from Alfa Aesar (Haverhill, MA, USA). Basic alumina,
2-vinylpyridine, calcium hydride, and hydrazine hydrate were
purchased from Acros Organics (Fair Lawn, NJ, USA). Octaphenyl
silsesquioxane was purchased from Hybrid Plastics (Hattiesburg, MS,
USA). Ethyl-2-(phenylcarbonothioylthio)-2-phenylacetate was pur-
chased from Sigma-Aldrich (St. Louis, MO, USA). AIBN was
recrystallized in methanol. Styrene and 2-vinylpyridine were purified
by passing through a column of basic alumina to remove inhibitors.
Anisole was dried over calcium hydride.

Gel Permeation Chromatography (GPC)
The molecular weight and dispersity of the synthesized P2VP were
characterized via GPC in a mobile phase of dimethylformamide
(DMF) with 0.01 M lithium chloride salt at 50 °C relative to a
polystyrene standard. The GPC instrument consisted of an Agilent
Technologies 1260 Infinity instrument fitted with a PLgel 5 μm guard
column, a PLgel 5 μm mix D 1° column, and a PLgel 5 μm mix C 1°
column. Samples were run at a flow rate of 1 mL/min by using
toluene as the flow rate marker.

Sample Preparation
Samples were prepared by a solution casting polymer and an OAPS
from THF at different concentrations to achieve various composi-
tions. THF was then allowed to evaporate for approximately 16 h
before further drying at 100 °C and 1 Torr for 1 h. Samples were then
annealed for at least 5 days at 180 °C and 10−5 mTorr.

Thermogravimetric Analysis (TGA)
TGA was performed on a TA Instruments Q500 instrument under a
nitrogen atmosphere in a platinum sample holder.

X-ray Scattering
X-ray scattering measurements were performed on a SAXSLab
Ganesha small- and wide-angle X-ray scattering instrument. The
source was Cu Kα 0.154 nm with a beam area of approximately 0.1
mm2. All measurements were performed in transmission geometry on
a nanocomposite sample 2 mm thick and acquired over 5 min.

Rheometry
Rheometry measurements were conducted on a Malvern Kinexus
PRO rheometer with Peltier plate cartridge heating stage under a
nitrogen atmosphere. Parallel plates of 1.5 cm were used for all
measurements. The frequency was varied from 0.01−100 rad/s with a
temperature up to 200 °C. Stress was fixed at 100 Pa, which was
found to be within the linear regime. The gap height was set to 1 mm.
Data were analyzed and TTS master curves were constructed using
the IRIS Rheo-Hub software package.46
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