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Decadal predictions of the North Atlantic
CO, uptake
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As a major CO; sink, the North Atlantic, especially its subpolar gyre region, is essential for the
global carbon cycle. Decadal fluctuations of CO, uptake in the North Atlantic subpolar gyre
region are associated with the evolution of the North Atlantic Oscillation, the Atlantic mer-
idional overturning circulation, ocean mixing and sea surface temperature anomalies. While
variations in the physical state of the ocean can be predicted several years in advance by
initialization of Earth system models, predictability of CO, uptake has remained unexplored.
Here we investigate the predictability of CO, uptake variations by initialization of the MPI-
ESM decadal prediction system. We find large multi-year variability in oceanic CO, uptake
and demonstrate that its potential predictive skill in the western subpolar gyre region is up to
4-7 years. The predictive skill is mainly maintained in winter and is attributed to the improved
physical state of the ocean.
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he world’s oceans currently take over about 25-30% of

anthropogenic CO, from the atmosphere, and the North

Atlantic is a key component of this oceanic carbon sink!2.
Steered by deep convection, most of the North Atlantic CO,
uptake takes place in the subpolar gyre (SPG) region, a region
also characterized by pronounced variability in CO, fluxes>™.
The variability of carbon uptake in the subpolar North Atlantic
ocean was found to be largely related to variations of the North
Atlantic Oscillation (NAO), the Atlantic meridional overturning
circulation (AMOC), sea surface temperature (SST) and
ocean-mixing strength, and all these processes are intrinsically
related®>~. The SPG region experienced several abrupt warming
and cooling events in the twentieth century, with SST increasing
or decreasing by more than 1°C in only a few years!%-13, These
changes are related to variations of the NAO and the associated
AMOC, heat transports!14, SPG circulation and Labrador Sea
convection!>1°, The key elements such as AMOC and SST have
been shown to be predictable several years ahead by initialization
of Earth system models (ESMs)19-1217 - However, no such
investigation of predictability has been performed for the CO,
uptake so far. Are variations in the North Atlantic CO, uptake
represented in decadal prediction simulations with an ESM? And
if so, to what extent is the CO, uptake predictable?

We address these questions by using the Max Planck Institute-
ESI (MPI-ESM) decadal prediction systemls, which includes an
assimilation simulation by nudging observations into the
atmospheric and oceanic components of the ESM (see the
Methods section) and a set of initialized retrospective prediction
simulations (that is, starting from the assimilation run). For
comparison, a set of uninitialized simulations is performed
without any observations nudged. No carbon cycle observations
are used in the assimilation run, so that the ocean biogeochemical
processes perform as a passive component. Such an assimilation
run, including both anthropogenic trends and natural
fluctuations, allows us to investigate the spatial and temporal
variability of the oceanic carbon uptake and its connection to
local and large-scale physical processes. The initialized
retrospective prediction simulations enable us to assess the
predictability of carbon uptake. Here we mainly focus on
interannual and longer timescale and if not stated otherwise use
multi-year and annual mean data set. In this study, we focus on
the SPG region because first it plays a prominent role in the
oceanic carbon budget. Second, both the physical and the
biogeochemical states of the ocean in the SPG region exhibit
pronounced natural variability, which is governed by processes
acting on decadal scales. Third, this region demonstrates robust
predictive skill for the physical fields offering promise for
predictions of the oceanic carbon uptake. Our analysis indicates
that the North Atlantic CO, uptake shows large spatial and
temporal variations on decadal scale. Furthermore, these
variations are better represented in the initialized simulations
than in the uninitialized simulations. Direct comparison to
observations indicates improved representation of the ocean
surface pCO, by initialization. We find the potential prediction
skill of the western SPG CO, uptake until lead time of 4-7 years.
This predictability of CO, uptake is related to the initialization of
SST and AMOC by observations.

Results

Spatial variations of CO, flux in the North Atlantic. Spatial
distributions of trends in CO, flux during the 25 years before the
mid-1990s SPG abrupt warming (that is, from 1970 to 1995)
show a remarkably different pattern between the uninitialized
and assimilation runs (Fig. 1). The oceanic CO, uptake in the
uninitialized simulations increases at about 0.2 gC m ~ 2 per year?,
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Figure 1| Trends of annual mean CO; flux into the ocean from 1970 to
1995. Ensemble mean of uninitialized simulations (a) and assimilation
simulation (b) (units: gCm ™~ 2 per year?). The trends are calculated based
on linear regression. The dots show grid points where the trends are
significant at 95% level, based on a two-sided t-test. The green box in a
denotes the SPG region where the mid-1990s abrupt warming occurred',
and the green box in b denotes the western SPG region where the CO, flux
increases the most.

following the increase in atmospheric CO, due to rising fossil fuel
carbon emissions, with a somewhat larger increase in the eastern
part of the North Atlantic. The CO, flux in the assimilation run
does not increase uniformly in the North Atlantic; the largest
increase is found in the western SPG region (Fig. 1b), and
decreasing trends are found in the eastern SPG region. A zonal
dipole distribution in delta pCO, anomalies was also found in a
previous study based on the simulations with an ocean only
model®. This dipole trend pattern of CO, uptake can be attributed
to the NAO-related western—eastern heat loss gradient'® and the
related ocean-mixing strength changes (Supplementary Fig. 1 and
Supplementary Note 1). Regarding the mid-1990s warming,
further decomposition of the SPG region by a previous study?’
suggests a longer predictive skill in the western SPG region, which
involves AMOC and meridional heat transport changes in
response to persistent positive NAO phase from 1988 to 1995,
and a shorter predictive skill in the eastern SPG region, which
involves gyre circulation adjustment in response to NAO phase
switch from positive to negative in 1995. Here we focus on the
western SPG region with the largest trend of CO, uptake and with
longer prediction skill of the ocean physical state.

Temporal evolution of CO, uptake and related processes. To
further explore the temporal variability of the oceanic carbon
uptake and how it is related to prominent local hydrodynamic
processes in the SPG region, we compare the CO, flux calculated
in the assimilation run with the observed NAO index?!, observed
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Figure 2 | Normalized time series of CO, flux and related physical variables. The observed (Obs.) DJFM NAO?', observed JFM SST2Z in SPG region,
western SPG (WSPG) MLD and CO, flux calculated with the assimilation run are shown with black solid line, black dashed line, blue solid line and red solid
line, respectively. The location of SPG and WSPG refers to green box in Fig. 1a,b, respectively. The correlation (Cor.) coefficients between time series and
NAO (CO, flux) are shown on the top (bottom) of the figure. The normalized time series are calculated by dividing individual variable anomalies with their

respective standard deviation.

SST2% and mixed layer depth (MLD) in the assimilation run
(Fig. 2). The western SPG MLD and CO, flux from our model
results are highly correlated (with a correlation coefficient of
0.78), and both are highly correlated (with correlation coefficients
of 0.69 and 0.56, respectively) with the observed December-
January-February-March (DJFM) NAO index. The correlations
are significantly different from zero with P values below 0.01.
Consistent with previous model studies®, the close connection
between the NAO and the North Atlantic CO, uptake at
interannual and decadal timescales is also reproduced in the
assimilation run. On the one hand, the heat loss related to a
positive NAO leads to an enhancement of the ocean mixing and
deep-water formation in the North Atlantic!”; this is indicated by
the relatively high correlation (0.69) between NAO and MLD.
Moreover, the SST anomalies in the SPG region with deep
convection recur from winter to winter through a re-emergence
process®>24, which works as follows. The winter thermal
anomalies related to positive NAO remain at depth below the
shallow summer mixed layer, these anomalies persist through
summer and are partially re-entrained into the following winter
mixed layer. On the other hand, the North Atlantic atmospheric
circulation changes can also affect CO, uptake through the
associated changes in AMOC and the corresponding meridional
heat transport changes. Enhanced northward heat transport leads
to increased SST thereby affecting the oceanic carbon uptake in
the SPG. These processes lag the NAO changes by several years!,
Accordingly, given all the processes, the correlation between CO,
flux and SST is not significant in our simulations.

Potential predictive skill of CO, flux and SST. The state-of-the-
art decadal prediction systems consistently identify the North
Atlantic as a key region with pronounced forecast skill for
different parameters of the climate system?>~3!. Several abrupt
climate events in the twentieth century have been shown to be
predictable several years ahead!?~!3. The SPG abrupt warming
and cooling events are also well captured in our initialized

simulations, whereas the uninitialized simulations only capture
the long-term warming trend and display large spread among
ensemble members (Supplementary Fig. 2 and Supplementary
Note 2). Given the robust predictive skill of the physical state of
the ocean, can variations in the North Atlantic CO, uptake be
predicted as well? A previous study explored multi-year
predictability of tropical marine productivity and found a
predictive skill of 3 years, whereas the predictive skill of SST
there is only 1 year’?. In our analysis, as indicated by the
initialized time series at different lead times (Supplementary
Fig. 3 and Supplementary Note 3), the variability of CO, flux,
which is absent in the uninitialized simulations, can be
reproduced by the model with initialization several years in
advance and implies predictability of CO, uptake.

Owing to lack of observational data, we first use model fields
calculated in the assimilation run as a proxy to quantify the
potential predictive skill of SST and of the CO, flux into the ocean
(Fig. 3, see the Methods section). The correlation coefficients of
the initialized 4-year mean SST exceed the uninitialized
correlations for lead times of 1-4 and 2-5 years. The correlation
goes down in the intermediate lead time, however, it recovers
from a lead time of 5-8 years. The results suggest improved
potential predictive skills of the background ocean physical fields.
The correlation coefficient of initialized CO, flux is significantly
higher than the uninitialized correlation until a lead time of
4-7 years. The P values are lower than 0.05 until the lead time of
4-7 years suggesting significant improvement of potential
predictive skill due to initialization of the physical states
constrained by observations.

Further investigation of the potential predictive skill with
seasonal and monthly time series (Fig. 3c,d) reveals that the high
predictive skill of CO, flux in the initialized simulations is mainly
maintained during winter months. This is related to the seasonal
shift of processes in regulating the CO, uptake and the fact of
assimilation for the decadal prediction system. In winter,
the CO, uptake in western SPG region is regulated primarily by
physical process such as the ocean-mixing strength and ocean
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Figure 3 | Potential predictive skill of CO, flux and related physical variables. Correlation skill of ensemble mean of 4-year mean SST (a), 4-year mean
CO5, flux into the ocean (b), seasonally stratified 4-year mean CO, flux into the ocean (late winter, that is, January-February-March) (¢) and monthly
stratified 4-year mean CO, flux, SST and MLD (d) in the western SPG region. Shown are uninitialized (blue dot in a-c) and initialized (red dots in a-c)
simulations at different lead time verified against assimilation. The correlations are calculated from 4-year mean predictions (that is, years 1-4, 2-5 and so
on) of initialized simulations, and 4-year running mean of the corresponding assimilation and uninitialized time series. To ensure that the number of
validation years is the same for both initialized and uninitialized simulations, we use the common time period from 1967-1970 mean to 2008-2011 mean.
The blue dashed line in a-c¢ extends the uninitialized correlation for easy comparison. The vertical lines in a-c provide 90% confidence intervals based on a
bootstrap approach?®. The numbers on the top of the bars in a-¢ show the P values based on the hypothesis that the difference of correlations between the
initialized and uninitialized simulations is smaller or equal to zero based on 1,000 bootstrapped resamples. The potential predictive skills of monthly
stratified 4-year mean CO, flux, SST and MLD in d are shown with red, black and blue curves, respectively. Three-month running mean is applied before
monthly correlation estimation in d. The horizontal dashed grey line in d shows the 95% level of significance based on a two-sided t-test. The vertical

dashed grey lines in d are added to better distinguish different lead year results.

circulation®3=3>. The variations of ocean physical fields are well
represented in the initialized simulations, as the corresponding
initial states are constrained by observations through assimilation.
However, in spring and early summer, when the ocean warms,
the biological primary production draws down seawater pCO,
and regulates the oceanic CO, uptake in the western SPG
region®>~3%; the correlation of the initialized simulations goes
down from May, as no ocean biological observations are
assimilated into the system.

We further explore possible causes of the potential predictive
skill of CO, uptake in comparison with that of the SST and MLD
(Fig. 3d). The SST correlations peak in December and go down
from late winter, which is coherent with that of the MLD and the
CO, uptake. It suggests that both the evolution of the ocean
thermal state and the local mixing strength contribute to the
predictive skill of CO, uptake in winter. Although the correlation
skill of MLD is generally lower than that of CO, uptake, both
share similar seasonal cycle of predictive skill, indicating effects of
MLD changes in maintaining the predictive skill of CO, uptake.
Moreover, the potential predictive skill of CO, uptake is related to

4

the AMOC variability. As revealed by previous studies, the
predictive skill of SPG SST is assured by initialization of the
AMOC variability?’, and the AMOC shows predictive skill up to
4 years!”. The potential predictive skill of AMOC in our system is
up to 2-5 years (figure omitted). The AMOC at lead time of
1 year is highly correlated with CO, flux at lead time of 1 year and
onwards (Supplementary Fig. 4 and Supplementary Note 4).
An observational study also suggested a close connection between
the AMOC and the CO, uptake in SPG region®.

From these our results suggest that the potential predictive
skill of CO, uptake in the western SPG is up to 4-7 years.
The predictive skill is mainly attributed to the combination of
improved ocean physical states and circulation variability,
primarily in winter.

Evaluation of model predictions against observations. The
high potential predictability of CO, uptake provides a basis
for assessing our predictions against observations using the
surface ocean CO, atlas (SOCAT) measurement>®. Although
observational data from SOCAT are sparse in the SPG region,
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Figure 4 | Observed and model simulated monthly mean ocean surface pCO, in western SPG region. (a) All season time series, (b) only

January-February-March are shown and (c) only April-May-June are shown. The SOCAT observations

36 are shown with grey bars, and model output

of assimilation, uninitialized simulations and initialized simulations at a lead time of 3 years (yr3) are shown in black, blue and red dots, respectively.
The grey dashed lines connect outlier dots with the grey bars to make the comparison clearer. The numbers in legend are correlation coefficients and root
mean squared error (in brackets) between model simulations and SOCAT observations. For the all season time series in a the correlations of the
assimilation and initialized simulations at lead time of 3 years are significantly larger than that of the uninitialized simulations at 95% significant level based
on a bootstrap test. Note the SOCAT observational data are not continuously distributed in space and time; the model simulations are averaged over the

grid points where SOCAT data are available.

these are the best ocean surface observations we can get for this
region. The ocean surface pCO, in the SPG region peaks in winter
as a result of the enhanced vertical supply of carbon from the
intermediate waters by deep convection; surface pCO, values
reach a minimum in summer due to biological draw down®3-3°
(Fig. 4). The initialized predictions produce ocean surface pCO,
closer to SOCAT observation than the uninitialized simulations
as indicated by the correlations and root mean squared errors.
The correlations of assimilation (0.60) and initialized simulation
at a lead time of 3 years (0.44) are significantly larger than the
correlation of initialized simulation (0.29) at 95% significance
level. The root mean squared error is lower in the assimilation
and initialized simulations than in the uninitialized simulation.
As we use monthly data due to lack of continuous observations,
the better performances of initialized simulations are partially due
to better representation of the seasonal cycle in the initialized
simulations. We further separate the time series seasonally, and
find that in addition to the seasonal cycle there is an
improvement of the initialized run against the uninitialized run
particularly in the winter months when the pCO, is high. The
root mean squared error of ocean surface pCO, is much smaller
in the assimilation (7.3 p.p.m.) and initialized simulations at a

lead time of 3 years (13.0p.p.m.) than in the uninitialized
simulations (24.0 p.p.m.; Fig. 4b). The coherences between model
simulations and observations are generally lower in spring
months (Fig. 4c). The improvement of prediction in individual
seasons further demonstrates that the interannual variations of
oceanic carbon cycle are improved in the initialized simulations.
The higher correlations between SOCAT and initialized
simulations and the lower root mean squared error of the
initialized simulations against SOCAT confirm that the oceanic
carbon cycle can be predicted several years ahead by initialization
of the ESM (Supplementary Fig. 5 and Supplementary Note 5).
However, owing to temporal and spatial gaps in observations, the
precise prediction skill with respect to observations cannot be
estimated. Comparison of simulations against SOCAT
observations only confirm that prediction of the state of the
oceanic carbon cycle is improved by initialization of the physical
ocean state with observations.

Discussion
We have focused here on the impacts of the ocean physical state
on the variability and predictability of the North Atlantic CO,
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uptake. The drawdown of pCO, by biological processes such as
carbon fixation during seasonal phytoplankton growth, with
consequent export of carbon into the deep ocean is also critical
for the air-sea carbon exchange in the nutrient-rich SPG
region®”. These marine biogeochemical processes themselves are
influenced by variability in climate and circulation. For instance,
an increase in ocean temperature leads to a decrease of CO,
uptake through decrease in solubility. Biological production starts
in spring when the ocean warms up. This draws down the ocean
surface pCO, and enhances CO, uptake. However, the growth of
phytoplankton in the North Atlantic is more limited by nutrient
supply than by temperature. The nutrient supply, in turn, is
constrained by the enhanced thermal stratification associated
with the ocean warming, thus resulting in a decrease of primary
production®. Therefore, while the biological CO, drawdown
regulates the seasonal cycle of CO, flux, the physical regulation is
more important for interannual and decadal variations of CO,
flux in the SPG region®. Our findings show that there is an
improved representation of the oceanic carbon flux because the
background oceanic circulation and thermal state are well
reproduced. Physical processes such as the ocean thermal state,
local mixing and large-scale circulation contribute to the
predictability of CO, uptake. It requires further large ensembles
of multi-model decadal prediction simulations and sensitivity
experiments to disentangle the relative role of an individual
physical mechanism on the predictability of CO, uptake.

We find that beside the trend due to CO, emissions,
predictions of the oceanic uptake and storage of carbon show
considerable decadal variations that are not fully captured in the
uninitialized simulations with modern ESMs. We demonstrate
that variations in the oceanic carbon cycle can be predicted
several years ahead. Hence, predictions of the North Atlantic
carbon sink considering both anthropogenic change and natural
fluctuations are important to understand the evolution of climate
and ocean acidification and to reduce uncertainties in CO, uptake
estimates. Predictions of the oceanic carbon sink are also
necessary to provide information to monitoring programs aimed
at the present and future oceanic carbon sink.

Methods

Model description. We use the MPI-ESM%° to conduct historical (uninitialized)
experiments and retrospective decadal prediction (initialized) experiments for the
period 1961-2013. A low-resolution configuration (MPI-ESM-LR) is used with the
resolution of the ocean model being 1.5° on average with 40 vertical levels. The
ocean component of MPI-ESM-LR use bipolar configuration, with one pole over
Greenland and another over Antarctica, so the resolution in the North Atlantic
SPG region is from ~20km in the north (65° N) to ~70km in the south (45° N).
MPI-ESM-LR is capable of producing North Atlantic deep convection confined to
the Labrador Sea, which is close to observation?!. The ocean biogeochemistry
component of MPI-ESM is represented by the Hamburg Ocean Carbon Cycle
Model (HAMOCC)*2.

Numerical simulations. An ensemble of 10 uninitialized historical simulations
and RCP4.5 scenario simulations is performed for the periods 1850-2005

and 2006-2013, respectively. The uninitialized experiments are started from a
preindustrial control simulation and forced with historical greenhouse gas and
aerosol concentrations together with solar variability and volcanic eruptions. The
initial conditions of the uninitialized run ensemble members differ based on the
preindustrial control simulation starting from every 50 years. On the basis of an
assimilation run, an ensemble of 10 initialized simulations is started on 1 January
in every year over the period 1960-2012. The ensemble members of the initialized
simulations are generated with lagged 1-day initialization, that is, the runs start
from 10 consecutive days centred on 1 January. Each initialized simulation

has a length of 10 years!8. The assimilation experiment is also performed with
MPI-ESM-LR. For the oceanic component, monthly temperature and salinity
anomalies from the ECMWF ocean reanalysis system 4 (ORAS4)*3 are added to the
model climatology and nudged into the model state at every time step. For the
atmospheric component, globally full-field temperature, vorticity, divergence and
surface pressure data from the ECMWF ERA40* and ERA-Interim*’ reanalyses
are nudged.

6

Predictive skill assessment. We mainly show ensemble mean results in this
study. For the uninitialized experiments, the anomalies are calculated by removing
the climatology of the ensemble mean. For the initialized experiments, the
anomalies are calculated in terms of the climatology of the ensemble member and
the lead time. The observed temporal evolution of the DJFM NAO index (station
based)?! and the SST?? in SPG is investigated together with the mixing and CO,
flux around the SPG region in the assimilation run. We use the fields in the
assimilation run as a proxy to quantify the historical variability and to estimate the
potential predictive skill of CO, uptake. The potential predictions are verified with
skill scores based on anomaly correlation coefficients against the assimilation run.
As short-term/small-scale variability may add noise and hence reduce predictive
skill, temporal and spatial averaging was recommended*® and has been used in
most decadal prediction studies®?147. A set of 4-year mean (that is, 1-4, 2-5, ...,
7-10 years) predictions is verified in this study against corresponding running
mean of the assimilation and uninitialized simulations.

Bootstrap approach for significance test. Statistical tests and confidence
intervals of the correlations in Figs 3 and 4 are calculated through a bootstrapping
approach?®, The resampling scheme considers uncertainty arising from both
ensemble size and hindcast period. A block size of 2 is used to account for
autocorrelation in the SOCAT time series (Fig. 4). Note that the significance of
correlation differences in Fig. 3 remains unaltered for the same block size.

Conversion of ocean surface CO, observation data. The gridded observations of
the SOCAT?® surface ocean fugacity of CO, (fCO,) from 2002 to 2011 are used to
verify model simulations. The fugacity is converted to partial pressure*S. As
observational data are not continuously distributed in space and time, for the
model evaluation presented in Fig. 4 and Supplementary Fig. 5 we only consider
those model grid points where SOCAT data are available.

Code availability. The MPI-ESM model is freely available to the scientific
community. The code can be accessed with a license agreement on the Max Planck
Institute for Meteorology model distribution website: http://www.mpimet.mpg.de/
en/science/models/license/

References

1. Sabine, C. L. et al. The oceanic sink for anthropogenic CO,. Science 305,
367-371 (2004).

2. Le Quér¢, C. et al. Global carbon budget 2015. Earth Syst. Sci. Data 7, 349-396
(2015).

3. Pérez, F. F. et al. Atlantic Ocean CO, uptake reduced by weakening of the
meridional overturning circulation. Nat. Geosci. 6, 146-152 (2013).

4. McKinley, G. A, Fay, A. R, Takahashi, T. & Metzl, N. Convergence of
atmospheric and North Atlantic carbon dioxide trends on multidecadal
timescales. Nat. Geosci. 4, 606-610 (2011).

5. Corbiére, A., Metzl, N., Reverdin, G., Brunet, C. & Takahashi, A. Interannual
and decadal variability of the oceanic carbon sink in the North Atlantic
subpolar gyre. Tellus Ser. B 59, 168-178 (2007).

6. Thomas, H. et al. Changes in the North Atlantic Oscillation influence CO,
uptake in the North Atlantic over the past 2 decades. Global Biogeochem. Cycles
22, GB4027 (2008).

7. Metzl, N. et al. Recent acceleration of the sea surface fCO, growth rate in the
North Atlantic subpolar gyre (1993-2008) revealed by winter observations.
Global Biogeochem. Cycles 24, GB4004 (2010).

8. Tjiputra, J. F., Olsen, A., Assmann, K., Pfeil, B. & Heinze, C. A model study of
the seasonal and long-term North Atlantic surface pCO, variability.
Biogeosciences 9, 907-923 (2012).

9. Halloran, P. R. et al. The mechanisms of North Atlantic CO, uptake in a large
Earth System Model ensemble. Biogeosciences 12, 4497-4508 (2015).

10. Robson, J., Sutton, R. & Smith, D. Decadal predictions of the cooling and
freshening of the North Atlantic in the 1960s and the role of ocean circulation.
Clim. Dyn. 42, 2353-2365 (2014).

11. Robson, J. L, Sutton, R. T. & Smith, D. M. Initialized decadal predictions of the
rapid warming of the North Atlantic Ocean in the mid 1990s. Geophys. Res.
Lett. 39, L19713 (2012).

12. Miiller, W. A., Pohlmann, H., Sienz, F. & Smith, D. Decadal climate prediction
for the period 1901-2010 with a coupled climate model. Geophys. Res. Lett. 41,
2100-2107 (2014).

13. Yeager, S., Karspeck, A., Danabasoglu, G., Tribbia, ]. & Teng, H. A decadal
prediction case study: Late twentieth-century North Atlantic Ocean heat
content. J. Clim. 25, 5173-5189 (2012).

14. Robson, J., Sutton, R., Lohmann, K., Smith, D. & Palmer, M. D. Causes of the
rapid warming of the North Atlantic Ocean in the mid-1990s. J. Clim. 25,
4116-4134 (2012).

15. Hakkinen, S. & Rhines, P. B. Decline of subpolar North Atlantic circulation
during the 1990s. Science 304, 555-559 (2004).

| 7:11076 | DOI: 10.1038/ncomms11076 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications


http://www.mpimet.mpg.de/en/science/models/license/
http://www.mpimet.mpg.de/en/science/models/license/
http://www.nature.com/naturecommunications

ARTICLE

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

2

—

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

3

—

N

3

3

w

34.

3

w

36.

3

N

3

o

Hatun, H., Sando, A. B., Drange, H., Hansen, B. & Valdimarsson, H. Influence
of the Atlantic subpolar gyre on the thermohaline circulation. Science 309,
1841-1844 (2005).

Matei, D. et al. Multiyear prediction of monthly mean atlantic meridional
overturning circulation at 26.5°N. Science 335, 76-79 (2012).

Pohlmann, H. et al. Improved forecast skill in the tropics in the new

MiKlip decadal climate predictions. Geophys. Res. Lett. 40, 5798-5802

(2013).

Eden, C. & Willebrand, J. Mechanism of interannual to decadal variability of
the North Atlantic circulation. J. Clim. 14, 2266-2280 (2001).

Barrier, N., Deshayes, J., Treguier, A.-M. & Cassou, C. Heat budget in the North
Atlantic subpolar gyre: impacts of atmospheric weather regimes on the 1995
warming event. Prog. Oceanogr. 130, 75-90 (2015).

. Hurrell, J. W. Decadal trends in the North Atlantic oscillation: regional

temperatures and precipitation. Science 269, 676-679 (1995).

Rayner, N. A. et al. Global analyses of sea surface temperature, sea ice, and
night marine air temperature since the late nineteenth century. J. Geophy. Res.
Atmos. 108, 4407 (2003).

Polkova, I, Koehl, A. & Stammer, D. Impact of initialization procedures

on the predictive skill of a coupled ocean-atmosphere model. Clim. Dyn. 42,
3151-3169 (2014).

Deser, C., Alexander, M. A. & Timlin, M. S. Understanding the persistence
of sea surface temperature anomalies in midlatitudes. J. Clim. 16, 57-72
(2003).

Meehl, G. A. et al. Decadal climate prediction: an update from the trenches.
Bull. Am. Meteorol. Soc. 95, 243-267 (2014).

Smith, D. M. et al. Skilful multi-year predictions of Atlantic hurricane
frequency. Nat. Geosci. 3, 846-849 (2010).

Matei, D. et al. Two tales of initializing decadal climate prediction experiments
with the ECHAMS5/MPI-OM model. J. Clim. 25, 8502-8523 (2012).

Miiller, W. A. et al. Forecast skill of multi-year seasonal means in the decadal
prediction system of the Max Planck Institute for Meteorology. Geophys. Res.
Lett. 39, 122707 (2012).

Pohlmann, H., Jungclaus, J. H., Koehl, A., Stammer, D. & Marotzke, J.
Initializing decadal climate predictions with the GECCO Oceanic synthesis:
effects on the North Atlantic. J. Clim. 22, 3926-3938 (2009).

Doblas-Reyes, F. J. et al. Initialized near-term regional climate change
prediction. Nat. Commun. 4, 1715 (2013).

. Keenlyside, N. S., Latif, M., Jungclaus, J., Kornblueh, L. & Roeckner, E.

Advancing decadal-scale climate prediction in the North Atlantic sector.
Nature 453, 84-88 (2008).

. Séférian, R. et al. Multiyear predictability of tropical marine productivity. Proc.

Natl Acad. Sci. USA 111, 11646-11651 (2014).

. Kortzinger, A., Send, U., Wallace, D. W. R,, Karstensen, J. & DeGrandpre, M.

Seasonal cycle of O, and pCO, in the central Labrador Sea: atmospheric,
biological, and physical implications. Global Biogeochem. Cycles 22, GB1014
(2008).

Takahashi, T. et al. Global sea-air CO, flux based on climatological surface
ocean pCO,, and seasonal biological and temperature effects. Deep Sea Res. Part
I 49, 1601-1622 (2002).

. Ullman, D. J., McKinley, G. A., Bennington, V. & Dutkiewicz, S. Trends in the

North Atlantic carbon sink: 1992-2006. Global Biogeochem. Cycles 23, GB4011
(2009).

Bakker, D. C. E. et al. An update to the Surface Ocean CO, Atlas (SOCAT
version 2). Earth Syst. Sci. Data 6, 69-90 (2014).

. Takahashi, T. et al. Climatological mean and decadal change in surface ocean

pCO,, and net sea-air CO, flux over the global oceans. Deep Sea Res. Part I 56,
554-577 (2009).

. Behrenfeld, M. J. et al. Climate-driven trends in contemporary ocean

productivity. Nature 444, 752-755 (2006).

39. Bennington, V., McKinley, G. A., Dutkiewicz, S. & Ulman, D. What does
chlorophyll variability tell us about export and air-sea CO, flux variability in
the North Atlantic? Global Biogeochem. Cycles 23, GB3002 (2009).

40. Giorgetta, M. A. et al. Climate and carbon cycle changes from 1850 to 2100 in
MPI-ESM simulations for the Coupled Model Intercomparison Project phase 5.
J. Adv. Model. Earth Syst. 5, 572-597 (2013).

41. Jungclaus, J. H. et al. Characteristics of the ocean simulations in the Max Planck
Institute Ocean Model (MPIOM) the ocean component of the MPI-Earth
system model. J. Adv. Model. Earth Syst. 5, 422-446 (2013).

42. Ilyina, T. et al. The global ocean biogeochemistry model HAMOCC: model
architecture and performance as component of the MPI-Earth System Model
in different CMIP5 experimental realizations. J. Adv. Model. Earth Syst. 5,
287-315 (2013).

43. Balmaseda, M. A., Mogensen, K. & Weaver, A. T. Evaluation of the ECMWEF
ocean reanalysis system ORAS4. Q. J. R. Meteorol. Soc. 139, 1132-1161 (2012).

44. Uppala, S. M. et al. The ERA-40 re-analysis. Q. J. R. Meteorol. Soc. 131,
2961-3012 (2005).

45. Dee, D. P. et al. The ERA-Interim reanalysis: Configuration and performanceof
the data assimilation system. Q. J. R. Meteorol. Soc. 137, 553-597 (2011).

46. Goddard, L. et al. A verification framework for interannual-to-decadal
predictions experiments. Clim. Dyn. 40, 245-272 (2013).

47. Smith, D. M. et al. Improved surface temperature prediction for the coming
decade from a global climate model. Science 317, 796-799 (2007).

48. Zeebe, R. E. & Wolf-Gladrow, D. CO2 in Seawater: Equilibrium, Kinetics,
Isotopes Vol. 65 (Elsevier, 2001).

Acknowledgements

We thank J. Marotzke, H. Pohlmann and C. Li for their helpful comments and
suggestions on the manuscript. We acknowledge funding from the Federal Ministry

of Education and Research in Germany (BMBF) through the research programme
‘MiKlip® (FKZ: 01LP1144A; 01LP1145A; 01LP1519A; 01LP1157B; and 01LP1517B). This
study has also received funding from EU FP7 project CARBOCHANGE (grant 264879)
and the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme

(grant 641816). The simulations were performed at the German Climate Computing
Center (DKRZ).

Author contributions

H.L, T.I. and W.M. jointly designed the study and wrote the manuscript; H.L. analysed
the data; F.S. provided suggestions and comprehensive support on statistical analyses; all
authors discussed the results and commented on the manuscript.

Additional information
Supplementary Information accompanies this paper at http://www.nature.com/
naturecommunications

Competing financial interests: The authors declare no competing financial interests.

Reprints and permission information is available online at http://npg.nature.com/
reprintsandpermissions/

How to cite this article: Li, H. et al. Decadal predictions of the North Atlantic CO,
uptake. Nat. Commun. 7:11076 doi: 10.1038/ncomms11076 (2016).
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0

-l International License. The images or other third party material in this

article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless indicated otherwise
in the credit line; if the material is not included under the Creative Commons license,
users will need to obtain permission from the license holder to reproduce the material.
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

| 7:11076 | DOI: 10.1038/ncomms11076 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications 7


http://www.nature.com/naturecommunications
http://www.nature.com/naturecommunications
http://npg.nature.com/reprintsandpermissions/
http://npg.nature.com/reprintsandpermissions/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.nature.com/naturecommunications

	title_link
	Results
	Spatial variations of CO2 flux in the North Atlantic
	Temporal evolution of CO2 uptake and related processes

	Figure™1Trends of annual mean CO2 flux into the ocean from 1970 to 1995.Ensemble mean of uninitialized simulations (a) and assimilation simulation (b) (units: gCthinspm-2 per year2). The trends are calculated based on linear regression. The dots show grid
	Potential predictive skill of CO2 flux and SST

	Figure™2Normalized time series of CO2 flux and related physical variables.The observed (Obs.) DJFM NAO21, observed JFM SST22 in &!QJ;SPG region, western SPG (WSPG) MLD and CO2 flux calculated with the assimilation run are shown with black solid line, blac
	Evaluation of model predictions against observations

	Figure™3Potential predictive skill of CO2 flux and related physical variables.Correlation skill of ensemble mean of 4-year mean SST (a), 4-year mean CO2 flux into the ocean (b), seasonally stratified 4-year mean CO2 flux into the ocean (late winter, that 
	Discussion
	Figure™4Observed and model simulated monthly mean ocean surface pCO2 in western SPG region.(a) All season time series, (b) only January-February-March are shown and (c) only April-May-June are shown. The SOCAT observations36 are shown with grey bars, and 
	Methods
	Model description
	Numerical simulations
	Predictive skill assessment
	Bootstrap approach for significance test
	Conversion of ocean surface CO2 observation data
	Code availability

	SabineC. L.The oceanic sink for anthropogenic CO2Science3053673712004Le QuéréC.Global carbon budget 2015Earth Syst. Sci. Data73493962015PérezF. F.Atlantic Ocean CO2 uptake reduced by weakening of the meridional overturning circulationNat. Geosci.614615220
	We thank J. Marotzke, H. Pohlmann and C. Li for their helpful comments and suggestions on the manuscript. We acknowledge funding from the Federal Ministry of Education and Research in Germany (BMBF) through the research programme ’MiKlipCloseCurlyQuote (F
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
	Author contributions
	Additional information




