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Concyclic CH-π arrays for single-axis rotations
of a bowl in a tube
Taisuke Matsuno 1,2, Masahiro Fujita3, Kengo Fukunaga1, Sota Sato 1,2 & Hiroyuki Isobe 1,2

The hydrogen bond is undoubtedly one of the most important non-covalent interactions.

Among the several types of the hydrogen bonds, the CH–π interaction is a relatively new

notion that is being recognised in chemistry and biology. Although the CH–π hydrogen bond

and conventional hydrogen bonds share common features such as directionality, this weak

interaction has played a secondary role in molecular recognition. In this study, we have

devised a host–guest complex that is assembled solely by the CH–π hydrogen bonds.

Multivalent interactions of a bowl-shaped hydrocarbon with its peripheral hydrogen atoms

are made possible via CH–π hydrogen bonds by adopting a tubular hydrocarbon as a host

for their enthalpy-driven complexation. Concyclic arrays of weak hydrogen bonds further

allow dynamic rotational motions of the guest in the host. Solid-state analysis with crystal-

lographic and spectroscopic methods reveal a single-axis rotation of the bowl in the tube.
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Among the various types of hydrogen bonds1, the CH–π
interaction is uniquely characterised by its weak bonding
governed largely by dispersion forces2,3. Although the

CH–π hydrogen bond normally plays a secondary role in mole-
cular recognition, reinforcement with other interactions such as
hydrophobic effects has allowed this weak force to encapsulate
non-polar hydrocarbon guests in capsule-like hosts without
freezing their dynamic motions. Despite the tightened host–guest
association in polar media, for instance, the CH–π hydrogen
bonds permitted tumbling motions of the guests in the host4.
Further control over the motions such as directionality remains
an unexploited subject, which should benefit the future design of
molecular machinery5. However, controlling motional direction-
ality with weak non-covalent bonds is naturally challenging.

Here we report a bowl-in-tube complex of aromatic hydro-
carbon molecules (Fig. 1)6,7. Solution phase studies with the aid
of theoretical results reveal the fundamental association beha-
viours, and solid-state crystallography and spectroscopy reveal
the unique dynamics. Solution phase analyses in non-polar media
disclose a tight association of a 1:1 complex, which is driven by a
large association enthalpy of –7 kcal mol–1. The theoretical stu-
dies show that the association enthalpy is gained by multiple CH–
π hydrogen bonds arrayed in a concyclic arrangement. In the
crystalline solid state, a 1:2 host–guest structure is unveiled to
show concentric electron distributions of the disordered guests to
indicate the presence of rotational freedom. Solid-state 2H NMR
spectroscopy reveals the single-axis rotation of the entrapped
hydrocarbon bowls. This study demonstrates that when embed-
ded in elaborate molecular designs, the directional CH–π
hydrogen bonds can assemble tight supramolecular complexes
with motional dynamics.

Results
A 1:1 complex in solution. The hydrocarbon host in this study
was (P)-(12,8)-[4]cyclo-2,8-chrysenylene (denoted as [4]CC)6,8,
and the hydrocarbon guest was corannulene (denoted as COR)
(Fig. 1)9,10. We first noticed their complexation from the reso-
nance shifts in the 1H NMR spectra upon mixing these
two molecules in dichloromethane-d2. As shown in Fig. 2a, a
large up-field shift (Δδ= –2.04 ppm) was observed with the 1H
resonance of COR, and downfield shifts of aromatic resonances
of [4]CC were observed. The shielding/deshielding effects
observed were consistent with the bowl-in-tube structure of [4]
CC⊃COR that was revealed by theoretical and crystallographic
analyses (see below). By performing a Job plot analysis with the
most affected COR resonance, we thus determined 1:1 stoichio-
metry of the host–guest complex in solution (Fig. 2b). Broadening
of the COR resonance was ascribed to a slow in-and-out

exchange process with a relatively high energy barrier (ΔG‡) of
+ 11.0 kcal mol–1 (243 K; Methods)11. This high energy barrier
was effective to broaden the COR resonance but could not
separate the resonances of unbound and bound species at
ambient temperature12,13.

Detailed thermodynamics of the bowl-in-tube complexation in
dichloromethane was revealed by isothermal titration calorimetry
(ITC) (Fig. 2c)13,14. Multiple titration experiments were
performed in quintuple to afford the association constant of
Ka= (2.94 ± 0.24) × 103 M–1, and enthalpy-driven complexation
of [4]CC⊃COR was revealed with the thermodynamics para-
meters of ΔG= –4.73 ± 0.24 kcal mol–1, ΔH= –6.76 ± 0.10 kcal
mol–1 and –TΔS=+2.03 ± 0.14 kcal mol–1 (298 K). The COR
guest possesses 10 CH bonds that are radially projected
outward from the bowl centre. Thus, assuming 10 CH–π contacts
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Fig. 1 A tubular host ([4]CC) and a bowl-shaped guest (COR)
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Fig. 2 Complexation of [4]CC and COR in dichloromethane. a 1H NMR
spectra at 298 K. See ref. 8 for the assignments of [4]CC. b Job plot
analysis from 1H NMR spectra at total concentration of 1 mM to show the
formation of 1:1 complex ([4]CC⊃COR). c Representative ITC data from
quintuple titrations with thermodynamic parameters showing their average
values and standard deviations
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for the complexation, we can estimate an enthalpy gain of
–0.7 kcal mol–1 for one CH–π contact, which is reasonably
expected for the weak CH–π hydrogen bonds2. We performed
an identical analysis with deuterated COR (COR-d10; 80%D)15 to
find negligible isotope effects for the complexation (Ka= (3.17 ±
0.09) × 103 M–1, ΔG= –4.77 ± 0.21 kcal mol–1, ΔH= –6.61 ±
0.10 kcal mol–1 and –TΔS=+1.84 ± 0.10 kcal mol–1; 298 K) (Sup-
plementary Fig. 4). The result was also consistent with a previous
report on CH–π hydrogen bonds being insensitive to equilibrium
isotope effects16.

Theoretical studies of CH–π hydrogen bonds. Theoretical cal-
culations provided insights into the structures and the chemical
nature of the bowl-in-tube assembly. With a methyl-substituted
model of Me-[4]CC⊃COR, we first screened the level of theory
among representative DFT methods for the reproducibility of the
association enthalpy. Taking account of previous DFT investi-
gations of the [4]CC host for a fullerene guest17,18, we adopted a
common basis set of 6-311 G(d) with nine methods with long-
range corrections. Despite the wide range of association energies
between +0.43 and –32.2 kcal mol–1 (Supplementary Fig. 5), all
the methods converged to afford a unique bowl-in-tube structure
(Fig. 3a). After counterpoise corrections of basis set superposition
errors (BSSE) and polarisable continuum model (PCM) solvation
with dichloromethane, an association energy (ΔE) of –9.17 kcal
mol–1 was obtained from the LC-BLYP method, which

reproduced the experimental association enthalpy (ΔH= –6.76
kcal mol–1). The observed matching (ΔE= ΔH) as well as the
functional dependency of energy deviations was similarly
observed with van der Waals complex of [4]CC and C60

17, and we
believe that the long-range exchange corrections implemented
with the LC-BLYP method can be an appropriate method to
elucidate the association behaviours of large curved π-systems18.

The atoms-in-molecule (AIM) analysis for the topological
analyses of the electron density [ρ(rc)] on the bowl-in-tube
structure revealed the presence of the CH–π hydrogen bonds19.
As shown in Fig. 3a, ten intermolecular bond paths with (3, –1)
bond critical points (BCP) were found between the COR
hydrogen atoms and the [4]CC carbon atoms in the structure
optimised by LC-BLYP/6-311 G(d). Representative measures of ρ
(rc), ∇2ρ(rc) and |λ1|/λ3 were then derived at the BCP to show that
they were electronically within a characteristic range expected for
the hydrogen bonds [0.002 < ρ(rc) < 0.034, 0.02 <∇2ρ(rc) < 0.14
and |λ1|/λ3 < 1]1,20,21. Structurally, the optimised CH–π geome-
tries also fell within a reasonable range expected for the CH–π
hydrogen bonds (see below). As expected for hydrogen bonded
assembly, the electron density difference maps showed a decrease
in density around the bridging proton with an increase on the
counterpart acceptor π systems (Supplementary Fig. 6)22. Thus,
the AIM analysis showed that the bowl-in-tube complex was
assembled by the 10 CH–π hydrogen bonds that anchored the
bowl periphery to the tube wall.

The theoretical bowl-in-tube structure shown in Fig. 3a was
also proven appropriate as a time-average structure in solution.
The 1H resonance of COR in [4]CC experimentally appeared as a
singlet at 3.57 ppm (Methods section; Supplementary Fig. 2), and
the gauge-independent atomic orbital (GIAO) calculations of the
COR resonance23 predicted a chemical shift of 3.86 ppm for the
bowl-in-tube structure (Supplementary Fig. 7). Contrarily,
another possible structure having convex–concave contacts
predicted the COR chemical shift at 5.99 ppm. Although the
solution phase structure of [4]CC⊃COR is dynamically fluctuat-
ing via rotations and in-and-out exchanges, the stable bowl-in-
tube structure can serve, spectroscopically, as the time-average
structure of the COR molecule rotating in [4]CC.

Bowl-in-tube complex in crystals. Although we failed to obtain
single crystals from a 1:1 mixture of [4]CC and COR, a single
crystal was finally obtained in the presence of excess amount of
the guest. Diffraction experiments were then performed with
monochromated X-rays (SPring-8 BL38B1), and the crystal-
lographic analysis revealed the molecular structures. Unexpect-
edly, we found a 1:2 host–guest complex of [4]CC⊃(COR)2 in the
crystal (Fig. 4). We also obtained a single crystal with COR-d10,
and negligible structural differences were noted (Supplementary
Fig. 8). Among two entrapped COR guests, one was located at the
central position of the tubular host (CORcent; blue molecules in
Fig. 4a), and the other was located above it (CORedge; green
molecules in Fig. 4a). Each COR guest was assigned as three
disordered structures of different orientations (Fig. 4b). Contour
maps for the raw electron densities of the disordered structures
are also shown in Fig. 4b (2Fo− Fc maps at RMSD 1.5σ)24. The
maps show concentric distributions of electrons on the COR
atoms. The observation indicated the presence of single-axis
rotations of the COR guests in the [4]CC host, which was con-
firmed by solid-state NMR analyses (see below).

Detailed intermolecular contacts in [4]CC⊃(COR)2 were
revealed by the Hirshfeld surface analysis with de and curvedness
mappings (Fig. 4c)25,26. The de mappings show the distance from
the surface to the external atoms, and the curvedness mappings
show the geometric inflection of the surface. The de mappings for
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Fig. 3 The CH–π hydrogen bonds in the bowl-in-tube complex.
a Topological analyses of the electron density of Me-[4]CC⊃COR with the
AIM method locating the 10 intermolecular bond paths (orange) with (3,–1)
BCPs (blue), confirming the presence of the CH–π hydrogen bonds.
The geometry was obtained by the DFT calculations [LC-BLYP/6-311 G(d)].
b A scatter plot of Dpln and α of CORcent from crystal data of [4]
CC⊃(COR)2 (red) and [4]CC⊃(COR-d10)2 (blue). For reference plots of
typical CH–π hydrogen bonds, see Fig. 7 in ref. 29. c A scatter plot of Dpln

and α of the optimised geometry of Me-[4]CC⊃COR
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H-C contacts of CORcent visually demonstrated the presence of
CH–π contacts between COR and [4]CC, whereas the CH–π
contacts were not observed in the de mappings of CORedge. On
the other hand, C-C contacts were present for both CORcent and
CORedge molecules at their interface, indicating π-stack assembly
of these two molecules. In the pristine single crystal, COR
molecules were packed with CH–π and slipped π-stack contacts27.
By occupying the CH periphery of COR, the tubular host thus
reduced the chance of an edge-to-face CH–π contact and
enhanced the π-stack motif with improved alignments. The
CORedge molecule might thus have filled the crystalline space with
the concave–convex complementarity for the effective crystal
growth. The curvedness mappings revealed smoothly curved
surfaces at the interfaces of CORcent/[4]CC and CORcent/
CORedge

26, which should benefit the single-axis rotations of
COR (see below). The concave-convex stack also highlights
another uniqueness of the bowl-in-tube structure. Intrinsically,
the unbound [4]CC host with D4 chirality does not have
anisotropy along the tubular axis. However, by inserting the
anisotropic bowl in the D4 tube, we create directionality in
the tube axis. This symmetry breaking process is similar to the
one that occurs upon insertion of a bolt into a nut and does not
occur with an isotropic guest28.

Characterisation of CH–π contacts. The CH–π contacts were
further characterised by experimental and theoretical analyses.
The COR molecule possesses 10 hydrogen atoms at the bowl
periphery, and crystal data of [4]CC⊃(COR)2 and [4]CC⊃(COR-
d10)2 respectively comprise three CORcent orientations in two
crystallographically independent bowl-in-tube structures (Sup-
plementary Fig. 8). Thus, two sets of crystal data provided 120
data points of the CH–π contact in total and were suitable for
detailed structural analyses with CH–π distances (Dpln) and
angles (α)2. As shown in the Dpln-α plots (Fig. 3b), the CH–π
contacts were scattered in the range of Dpln= 2.47-3.19 Å and
α= 134–176°, respectively, which afforded average values of
Dpln= 2.75 ± 0.16 Å and α= 157 ± 10°. Typical CH–π hydrogen
bonds were reported to have average measures of Dpln= 2.73 ±
0.11 Å and α= 148 ± 11°, and, together with similar Dpln-α
scatter plots, indicated that the CH–π contacts in the bowl-in-
tube complex were within the expected range of the CH–π
hydrogen bond2,29. The Dpln-α scatter plot of the DFT-optimised
geometry of Me-[4]CC⊃COR also showed that the calculated
CH–π contacts reproduced the experimental CH–π contacts of
CORcent molecules in the crystal structures (Fig. 3c). Thus, we
believe that the CORcent molecule with CH–π contacts also
represents the solution phase structure of [4]CC⊃COR. Although
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Fig. 4 Crystal structures of [4]CC⊃(COR)2. aMolecular structures. One representative conformation of alkyl chains of the highest populations is shown for
clarity. Thermal ellipsoids of COR are scaled to enclose 50% probability. Colour code: [4]CC= red, CORcent= blue, CORedge= green. b Contour electron
density mappings (2Fo–Fc, RMSD 1.5σ), and disordered structures of COR. c The Hirshfeld surfaces of COR
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the hydrogen bonds are intrinsically directional forces1,2, the
unique tubular structure of the host should allow relayed relo-
cations of the CH–π hydrogen bonds on the smoothly curved π-
surface and, consequently, single-axis rotation (see below)30.

Solid-state single-axis rotations of bowls in a tube. The single-
axis rotation of the bowl guest in the tubular host was confirmed
by solid-state NMR analysis (Fig. 5). A solid specimen of [4]
CC⊃(COR-d10)2 was obtained from a 1:2 mixture of [4]CC and
COR-d10 in CHCl3/2-propanol and was subjected to solid-state
2H NMR analysis (Methods section). The 2H NMR spectra were
recorded under quadrupolar echo conditions with and without
the use of magic angle spinning (MAS)31. As shown in Fig. 5 and
Supplementary Fig. 11, a single resonance was commonly
observed in the 2H NMR spectra, indicating the equivalency of
COR molecules. The single Pake doublet further confirmed the
presence of monotypic dynamics of COR molecules, as we should
expect two overlapping doublets for a mixture of motionless and
dynamic molecules32. In addition, although a large 2H quad-
rupolar splitting of 135 kHz (= Δvs,stat) was expected for deuter-
ons on static motionless molecules33,34, the splitting of the
observed Pake doublet was 42 kHz (= Δvs) (Fig. 5a). The obser-
vations indicated the presence of dynamic motions of COR
molecules, and its biased non-isotropic motion was further
clarified35.

A comparison of simulations with experimental data allowed
us to disclose the single-axis rotations of COR molecules. The 2H
quadrupolar splitting (Δvs) is under the influence of the
molecular motions in the solid state34, and, for CD bonds that
are rapidly rotating around a single axis in a cone model shown in
Fig. 5b, the Δvs value is given by the equation, Δvs= Δvs,stat•
(3cos2θ – 1)/2 (Supplementary Fig. 12; ref. 33). The cone angle-
dependent splitting shows that the experimental splitting value of
42 kHz can thus be reproduced at the cone angles (θ) of 42° and
69°. Experimentally, under assumption of single-axis rotations of
COR molecules (CORcent and CORedge) around the tube axis of
the [4]CC host in the crystal, the cone angles (θexp) were
measured from the crystal structures to afford an average angle of

66° (Fig. 5c). This experimental value, θexp= 66°, matched well
with one of the simulation angles (θ= 69°). In addition, when we
simulated the 2H spectrum with the cone angle (θ= 69°) by using
NMR-WEBLAB, the spectrum was nicely reproduced (Fig. 5a;
Methods section)33. Therefore, we conclude that the COR bowl
guests in the [4]CC tubular host anisotropically rotate around the
tube axis. Achieving single-axis rotations of polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons with concyclic CH–π anchors demonstrates a
unique way to control the directionality of solid-state molecular
motions5,26.

Finally, the energetics of the single-axis rotation were disclosed.
Kinetic analysis first failed with variable-temperature (VT) NMR
measurements. The Pake doublet resonance from the 2H
resonance was not affected by the temperature (Supplementary
Fig. 13). Thus, even at the lowest temperature of our NMR
instrument (200 K), the COR molecules were rotating rapidly
without affecting the resonance shape33. We then adopted a
kinetic analysis with spin–lattice relaxation time (T1) measure-
ments to determine correlation time (τrot) and rotational
frequency (krot= τrot–1)36. Decays in the saturation-recovery T1
measurements were successfully fitted by a single exponential
curve with reliable goodness-of-fit coefficients (R2 > 0.99) to
afford the correlation time (Supplementary Fig. 14; see also
Methods section). In this measurement, the monotypic dynamics
of COR molecules was also confirmed, as we did not observe a
two-component decay37. At 298 K, for instance, the correlation
time and the rotational frequency were 442 ps and 2.26 GHz,
respectively, which confirmed the rapid single-axis rotation of the
bowl guests5,32. The kinetic data were obtained for a temperature
range between 200 to 298 K, and the Eyring plot in the
form of 1/T-ln (krot/T) allowed us to reveal the energy
barriers of ΔG‡=+4.67 kcal mol–1, ΔH‡=+1.40 kcal mol–1 and
–TΔS‡=+3.27 kcal mol–1 (298 K) (Fig. 5d). The enthalpy barrier
originates from reorientations of CH–π hydrogen bonds, which is
minimised by a smooth uninterrupted surface of the tube for relayed
reorientations26. The high entropy barrier in terms of –TΔS‡ for the
bowl guests shows that consideration of the entropy cost is
particularly important to design directional motions of molecules.
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Discussion
Microscopic observations have previously demonstrated the
presence of supramolecular composites of organic molecules in
single-wall carbon nanotubes (SWNT)38–40. Although the CH–π
hydrogen bonds have not been considered for these composites,
the present study with finite SWNT molecules suggests that the
encapsulation could be driven by multiple, weak CH–π contacts
in an enthalpically favourable manner. Interestingly, despite the
10 CH–π hydrogen bonds anchoring the bowl-shaped guest to the
tubular host, the guest was given a freedom of rotation. Fur-
thermore, the rotation was biased for single-axis motions with the
aid of concyclic arrangements of CH–π contacts that enabled
relayed reorientations of hydrogen bonds. This design principle
embedded in this molecular system resembles to that adopted for
ball bearings41. We believe that the CH–π arrays could be utilised
as fundamental elements for molecular machinery in the future.
Additionally, the introduction of axial anisotropy with guests in
helical hosts is another interesting feature that needs to be fully
exploited for chirality-induced functions such as chiroptical
properties42. We are currently pursuing research exploring
supramolecular systems with the CH–π assembly.

Methods
Materials. The [4]CC host was synthesised by a method reported in the literature8.
The synthesis of the deuterated COR-d10 guest with a method reported in the
literature was not fully successful (80% yield, >98%D)15, but after re-optimising the
conditions, we obtained the compound in an acceptable yield (23% yield, 80%D) by
performing the reaction at 130 °C.

Job plot analysis. The solution phase stoichiometry of [4]CC and COR in the
bowl-in-tube complex was determined by the Job plot analysis with 1H NMR
spectra in dichloromethane-d2 at 298 K on a JEOL JNM-ECA II 600 equipped with
the UltraCOOL probe. The total concentrations for the analyses were 1.09 mM.
Representative spectra are shown in Fig. 2a and Supplementary Fig. 1, and the Job
plots are shown in Fig. 2b.

In-and-out exchange behaviours. The in-and-out equilibrium of [4]CC⊃COR
was analysed by using VT 1H NMR spectra. A 1:2 mixture of [4]CC (0.333 mM)
and COR (0.667 mM) in dichloromethane-d2 was prepared, and 1H NMR spectra
were recorded in a temperature range of 298–179 K (Supplementary Fig. 2). At 298
K, a single resonance of COR was observed at 6.54 ppm, i.e., the weighted average
chemical shift of the bound and unbound resonances43. When the temperature was
lowered, the COR signal split, with a coalescence temperature of 243 K, into two
resonances of bound (3.57 ppm at 179 K) and unbound (7.72 ppm at 179 K)
species. The rate constant of the dissociation process, kout, is derived by

kout ¼
π
ffiffiffi

2
p Δν; ð1Þ

where Δv is the resonance difference of bound and unbound COR at the
lowest temperature11,12. The experimental value, Δv= 2.49 kHz (179 K), afforded
kout= 5.53 × 103 s–1. Applying the kout value in the Eyring equation

ΔGz ¼ RT ln
kBT
hkout

� �

; ð2Þ

where R, T, kB, h are the gas constant, the temperature, the Boltzmann constant
and the Planck constant, respectively, we obtained ΔG‡= –11.0 kcal mol–1.

Isothermal titration calorimetry. The association constant (Ka) of [4]CC⊃COR in
dichloromethane was measured by the ITC analysis using a Malvern MicroCal
iTC200 microcalorimeter. The ITC analysis also afforded ΔG, ΔH and ΔS for the
complexation. Prior to the titration, the concentrations of [4]CC, COR and COR-
d10 were calibrated by the UV-vis absorbance. To a solution of [4]CC (0.523 mM)
in the microcalorimeter, a solution of COR (23.2 mM) or COR-d10 (22.1 mM) was
added to derive the titration curves (Fig. 2c and Supplementary Fig. 4). The curves
were then fitted by the ORIGIN software provided with the instrument. Titration
experiments were performed five times for each specimen, and the averaged values
with the standard deviation were reported.

DFT calculations. Theoretical calculations were performed at the DFT level with
the LC-BLYP functional44 and the 6-311 G(d) basis set45 on Gaussian 0946, and the
results were compared with other functional (Supplementary Fig. 5). The asso-
ciation energy was derived by a procedure reported in the literature with the

counterpoise BSSE corrections and the PCM solvation17. The analyses with the
AIM method and electron density difference maps were performed with
Multiwfn47.

Crystallographic analysis. When we grew crystals from 1:1 mixtures of [4]CC and
COR under various conditions, the crystalline-like particles were obtained in some
instances. However, from these particles, we could not obtain diffraction data of
sufficient quality. Single crystals of [4]CC⊃(COR)2 and [4]CC⊃(COR-d10)2 for X-
ray crystallographic analysis were respectively obtained by slow evaporation of
chloroform/2-propanol (~1:1 vol/vol) solution of [4]CC and the guest at 25 °C. The
mixed ratios of [4]CC and COR were 1:10 and 1:2 for the crystals of [4]
CC⊃(COR)2 and [4]CC⊃(COR-d10)2, respectively. Each single crystal was moun-
ted on a thin polymer tip with cryoprotectant oil and frozen via flash cooling. The
diffraction analysis of a single crystal with synchrotron X-ray sources was con-
ducted at –178 °C by using a diffractometer equipped with a Rayonix MX225HE
CCD detector at SPring-8 (BL38B1). The diffraction data were processed with the
HKL2000 software programme48. The structure was solved by direct methods with
the SHELXT software programme49 and refined by full-matrix least-squares on F2

using the SHELXL-2014/7 programme suite50 running with the Yadokari-XG
2009 software programme51. For the diffraction analyses, we examined two reso-
lution cutoff conditions, <I/σ>= 1.3 (resolution= 0.93 Å) and a minimum cutoff
at <I/σ>= 1.1 (resolution= 0.83 Å),52 to find qualitatively identical CH–π struc-
tures (Supplementary Fig. 9 and 10). Considering its superior confidence level
(R1= 9.68% vs. 8.86%), we adopted crystallographic data from <I/σ>= 1.1 after
SQUEEZE treatments for the main discussion. In the structure refinement, certain
restraints (SIMU, DFIX and DANG) were necessary to model reasonable structures
for the system containing complex disordered structures. In short, SIMU restrains
anisotropic displacement parameters by forcing similar values on neighbouring
atoms, whereas DFIX and DANG restraints fix the bond lengths (C-C with DFIX
and C-C-C with DANG). These restraints were applied to COR molecules and
alkyl chains. Despite our extensive efforts to locate other disordered structures, we
did not find superior models. For instance, inverted COR molecules were examined
with the minute residual electron densities, but the current data failed to locate
them with a sufficient confidence level. Non-hydrogen atoms were analysed ani-
sotropically, and hydrogen and deuterium atoms were input at the calculated
positions and refined with a riding model. The electron density attributed to sol-
vent molecules was not modelled due to the severe disorders, and the structures
were refined by using the PLATON/SQUEEZE protocol53,54. Under <I/σ>= 1.3,
one level-A and two level-B alerts were suggested for [4]CC⊃(COR)2 by the
PLATON/CIF check programme. The level-A alert indicated a lack of high-angle
diffractions to result in a small sinθmax/wavelength value below 0.550 (0.5378), and
the level-B alerts originated from slightly insufficient numbers of diffraction data.
Under <I/σ>= 1.1, one level-A alert and three level-B alerts were suggested. The
level-A alert indicated a low completeness (measured fraction by θfull= 0.910) that
is inherent to the low cutoff condition. The three level-B alerts were suggested for
[4]CC⊃(COR-d10)2 by the PLATON/CIF check programme. One level-B alert was
due to missed diffractions at the timing of beam stops and was an inherent problem
of the present experimental environment. Two other level-B alerts originated from
slightly insufficient numbers of diffraction data. These level-A and level-B alerts
from insufficient numbers of diffractions are unavoidable for the highly complex
structures with the severe disordered structures, because the disorders are present
with the solvent molecules, alkyl group conformations, and corannulene orienta-
tions. In addition, under diffraction conditions (100 K), the rotation barrier for
COR molecules is low (ΔG‡=+2.49 kcal mol–1), which results in a rotational
frequency of krot= 7.5 MHz. Nonetheless, the monochromated synchrotron source
allowed us to refine the diffraction data with a resolution of 0.93/0.83 Å, which
afforded reliable structures suitable for the present discussion and conclusions. The
average standard uncertainty of C-C bonds, for instance, is 0.0130 Å for [4]
CC⊃(COR)2 and 0.0101 Å for [4]CC⊃(COR-d10)2. Electron density mappings were
generated on a COOT software programme55. The Hirshfeld surface analyses were
performed using the CrystalExplorer software programme25, and the CH–π dis-
tances and angles were measured on Mercury CSD programme56. The crystal
structures of [4]CC⊃(COR)2 and [4]CC⊃(COR-d10)2 are shown in Fig. 4 and
Supplementary Fig. 8, respectively. Crystal data are summarised in Supplementary
Tables 1-6.

Solid-state 2H NMR analysis. A mixture of [4]CC (28 mg, 18 µmol) and COR-d10
(10 mg, 36 µmol) in CHCl3 (9 mL) and 2-propanol (45 mL) was stored in a partly
open vial at 25 °C for 1 month with solvents being evaporated slowly. The method
was essentially identical to the one adopted to obtain a single crystal of [4]
CC⊃(COR-d10)2. Crystalline precipitates were collected by filtration and, without
drying in vacuo, were transferred to a 3.2-mm ZrO2 NMR tube for the solid-state
2H NMR analysis. Solid-state 2H NMR spectroscopy was performed with a 3.2-mm
HXMAS probe on JEOL JNM-ECA II 600. Spectra were recorded under static and
MAS conditions (Fig. 5, Supplementary Fig. 11 and 13) with a quadrupolar echo
sequence31. The static spectrum was simulated by the line shape simulation with
NMR WEBLAB33 adopting parameters of Δvs,sim= 135 kHz, θ= 69° and η= 0.
The spin–lattice relaxation time T1 was measured by a saturation-recovery method
in a temperature range of 200–298 K under static conditions without MAS57. The
recovery data were fitted by a single exponential curve for the T1 fitting resulting in
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a high-quality coefficient of determination (R2 > 0.99; Supplementary Fig. 14). The
successful curve fitting with the single exponential curve showed that despite the
presence of multiple, crystallographically inequivalent COR molecules, their
dynamic motions spectroscopically appeared as monotypic motions. Representa-
tive examples of T1 data are shown in Supplementary Table 7. The rotational
correlation time τrot was calculated from the literature-reported equation for a
single-axis rotation model (Eq. (14) in ref. 31) by using the experimental T1 value in
addition to Δνs,sim= 135 kHz, θ= 69°, η= 0 and ω= 92.1 MHz.

Data availability
Crystallographic data are available at Cambridge Crystallographic Database Centre
(https://www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk) as CCDC1829014, 1829015 (<I/σ>= 1.3), 1829016,
1829017 (COR-d10), 1854917 and 1854918 (<I/σ>= 1.1). All other data that support the
findings of this study are available from the corresponding author upon reasonable
request.

Received: 6 April 2018 Accepted: 28 August 2018

References
1. Desiraju, G. R. A bond by any other name. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 50, 52–59

(2011).
2. Nishio, M. The CH/π hydrogen bond in chemistry. Conformation,

supramolecules, optical resolution and interactions involving carbohydrates.
Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys. 13, 13873–13900 (2011).

3. Nishio, M., Umezawa, Y., Fantini, J., Weiss, M. S. & Chakrabarti, P. CH-π
hydrogen bonds in biological macromolecules. Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys. 16,
12648–12683 (2014).

4. Hooley, R. J., Van Anda, H. J. & Rebek, J. Jr Extraction of hydrophobic species
into a water-soluble synthetic receptor. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 129, 13464–13473
(2007).

5. Vogelsberg, C. S. & Garcia-Garibay, M. A. Crystalline molecular machines:
function, phase order, dimensionality, and composition. Chem. Soc. Rev. 41,
1892–1910 (2011).

6. Matsuno, T., Sato, S. & Isobe, H. Comprehensive Supramolecular Chemistry II
(eds Atwood, J. L., Gockel, G. W. & Barbour, L. J.) Vol. 3, 11–328
(Elsevier, New York, NY, 2017).

7. Sun, Z., Matsuno, T. & Isobe, H. Stereoisomerism and structures of rigid
cylindrical cycloarylenes. Bull. Chem. Soc. Jpn. 91, 907–921 (2018).

8. Hitosugi, S., Nakanishi, W., Yamasaki, T. & Isobe, H. Bottom-up synthesis of
finite models of helical (n,m)-single-wall carbon nanotubes. Nat. Commun. 2,
492 (2011).

9. Barth, W. E. & Lawton, R. G. Dibenzo[ghi,mno]fluoranthene. J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 88, 380–381 (1966).

10. Butterfield, A. M., Gilomen, B. & Siegel, J. S. Kilogram-scale production of
corannulene. Org. Process. Res. Dev. 16, 664–676 (2012).

11. Zheng, J.-Y. et al. Cyclic dimers of metalloporphyrins as tunable hosts for
fullerenes: a remarkable effect of rhodium(III). Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 40,
1857–1861 (2001).

12. Oki, M. Applications of Dynamic NMR Spectroscopy to Organic Chemistry
(VCH, Weinheim, 1985).

13. Isobe, H., Hitosugi, S., Yamasaki, T. & Iizuka, R. Molecular bearing of finite
carbon nanotube and fullerene in ensemble rolling motion. Chem. Sci. 4,
1293–1297 (2013).

14. Schmidtchen, F. P. in Supramolecular Chemistry: From Molecules to
Nanomaterials. (eds Steed, J. W. & Gale, P. A.) Vol. 1, 275–296 (Wiley,
Chichester, 2012).

15. Greene, A. K. & Scott, L. T. Rapid, microwave-assisted perdeuteration of
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. J. Org. Chem. 78, 2139–2143 (2013).

16. Zhao, C. et al. Do deuteriums forms stronger CH-π interactions? J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 134, 14306–14309 (2012).

17. Isobe, H. et al. Theoretical studies on a carbonaceous molecular bearing:
association thermodynamics and dual-mode rolling dynamics. Chem. Sci. 6,
2746–2753 (2015).

18. Isobe, H. et al. Reply to the ‘Comment on “Theoretical studies on a
carbonaceous molecular bearing: association thermodynamics and dual-mode
rolling dynamics”‘ by E. M. Cabaleiro-Lago, J. Rodriguez-Otero and A. Gil.
Chem. Sci. 7, 2929–2932 (2016).

19. Bader, R. F. W. A quantum theory of molecular structure and its applications.
Chem. Rev. 91, 893–928 (1991).

20. Takahashi, O., Kohno, Y. & Saito, K. Molecular orbital calculations of the
substituent effect on intermolecular CH/π interaction in C2H3X-C6H6

complexes (X=H, F, Cl, and OH). Chem. Phys. Lett. 328, 509–515 (2003).

21. Koch, U. & Popelier, P. L. A. Characterization of C-H-O hydrogen bonds
on the basis of the charge density. J. Phys. Chem. 99, 9747–9754 (1995).

22. Liu, Z., Trindle, C. O., Gu, Q., Wu, W. & Su, P. Unravelling hydrogen
bonding interactions of tryptamine-water dimer from neutral to cation.
Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys. 19, 25260–25269 (2017).

23. Wolinski, K., Hilton, J. F. & Pulay, P. Efficient implementation of the gauge-
independent atomic orbital method for NMR chemical shift calculations.
J. Am. Chem. Soc. 112, 8251–8260 (1990).

24. Fujita, D. et al. Self-assembly of tetravalent Goldberg polyhedra from
144 small components. Nature 540, 563–566 (2016).

25. McKinnon, J. J., Spackman, M. A. & Mitchell, A. S. Novel tools for visualizing
and exploring intermolecular interactions in molecular crystals. Acta
Crystallogr. B 60, 627–668 (2004).

26. Sato, S., Yamasaki, T. & Isobe, H. Solid-state structures of peapod bearings
composed of finite single-wall carbon nanotube and fullerene molecules.
Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 111, 8374–8379 (2014).

27. Hanson, J. C. & Nordman, C. E. The crystal and molecular structure of
corannulene, C20H10. Acta Crystallogr. B 32, 1147–1153 (1976).

28. Stewart, I. & Golubitsky, M. Fearful symmetry: Is God a geometer? (Dover,
Downers Grove, Illinois, 2011).

29. Takahashi, O. et al. Hydrogen-bond-like nature of the CH/π interaction as
evidenced by crystallographic database analyses and ab initio molecular orbital
calculations. Bull. Chem. Soc. Jpn. 74, 2421–2430 (2001).

30. Kumagai, T. et al. H-atom relay reactions in real space. Nat. Mater. 11,
167–172 (2011).

31. Boden, N., Clark, L. D., Hanlon, S. M. & Mortimer, M. Deuterium nuclear
magnetic resonance spin echo spectroscopy in molecular crystals. Faraday
Symp. Chem. Soc. 13, 109–123 (1978).

32. Yoshida, Y. et al. Molecular rotors of coronene in charge-transfer solids.
Chem. Eur. J. 19, 12313–12324 (2013).

33. Macho, V., Brombacher, L. & Spiess, H. W. The NMR-WEBLAB: An internet
approach to NMR lineshape analysis. Appl. Magn. Reson. 20, 405–432 (2001).

34. Hoatson, G. L. & Vold, R. L. in NMR Basic Principles and Progress (eds Diehl,
P., Fluck, E. & Kosfeld, R.) Vol. 32, 1–67 (Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 1994).

35. Colin-Molina, A. et al. Isotropic rotation in amphidynamic crystals of stacked
carbazole-based rotors featuring halogen-bonded stators. Chem. Commun. 52,
12833–12836 (2016).

36. Spiess, H. in NMR Basic Principles and Progress (eds Diehl, P., Fluck, E. &
Kosfeld, R.) Vol. 15, 55–214 (Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 1978).

37. Johnson, R. D., Yannoni, C. S., Dorn, H. C., Salem, J. R. & Bethune, D. S. C60

rotation in the solid state: dynamics of a faceted spherical top. Science 255,
1235–1238 (1992).

38. Koshino, M. et al. Imaging of single organic molecules in motion. Science 316,
853 (2007).

39. Solin, N. et al. Imaging of aromatic amide molecules in motion. Chem. Lett.
36, 1208–1209 (2007).

40. Okazaki, T. et al. Coaxially stacked coronene columns inside single-walled
carbon nanotubes. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 50, 4853–4857 (2011).

41. Harnoy, A. Bearing Design in Machinery: Engineering Tribology and
Lubrication (Taylor & Francis, Didcot, 2003).

42. Sato, S. et al. Chiral intertwined spirals and magnetic transition dipole
moments dictated by cylinder helicity. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 114,
13097–13101 (2017).

43. Thordarson, P. Determining association constants from titration experiments
in supramolecular chemistry. Chem. Soc. Rev. 40, 1305–1323 (2011).

44. Iikura, H., Tsuneda, T., Yanai, T. & Hirao, K. A long-range correction scheme
for generalized-gradient-approximation exchange functionals. J. Chem. Phys.
115, 3540–3544 (2001).

45. Raghavachari, K., Binkley, J. S., Seeger, R. & Pople, J. A. Selfconsistent
molecular orbital methods. XX. A basis set for correlatedwave functions.
J. Chem. Phys. 72, 650–654 (1980).

46. Frisch, M. J. et al. Gaussian 09, Revision D.01 (Gaussian, Inc., Wallingford,
CT, 2016).

47. Lu, T. & Chen, F. Multiwfn: a multifunctional wavefunction analyzer.
J. Compt. Chem. 33, 580–592 (2012).

48. Otwinowski, Z. & Minor, W. Methods in Enzymology, Part A, Macromolecular
Crystallography. Vol. 276, 307–326 (Academic Press, Cambridge, MA, 1997).

49. Sheldrick, G. M. SHELXT – Integrated space-group and crystal-structure
determination. Acta Crystallogr. A 71, 3–8 (2015).

50. Sheldrick, G. M. & Schneider, T. R. Methods in Enzymology, Part B,
Macromolecular Crystallography. Vol. 277, 319–343 (Academic Press,
Cambridge, MA, 1997).

51. Kabuto, C., Akine, S., Nemoto, T. & Kwon, E. Release of software (Yadokari-
XG 2009) for crystal structure analyses. J. Crystallogr. Soc. Jpn. 51, 218–224
(2009).

52. Evans, P. R. & Murshudov, G. N. How good are my data and what is the
resolution? Acta Cryst. D 69, 1204–1214 (2013).

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | DOI: 10.1038/s41467-018-06270-6 ARTICLE

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS |  (2018) 9:3779 | DOI: 10.1038/s41467-018-06270-6 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications 7

https://www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk
https://doi.org/10.5517/ccdc.csd.cc1zd7g2
https://doi.org/10.5517/ccdc.csd.cc1zd7h3
https://doi.org/10.5517/ccdc.csd.cc1zd7j4
https://doi.org/10.5517/ccdc.csd.cc1zd7k5
https://doi.org/10.5517/ccdc.csd.cc20861k
https://doi.org/10.5517/ccdc.csd.cc20862l
www.nature.com/naturecommunications
www.nature.com/naturecommunications


53. Spek, A. L. Single-crystal structure validation with the program PLATON. J.
Appl. Cryst. 36, 7–13 (2003).

54. van der Sluis, P. & Spek, A. L. BYPASS: An effective method for the
refinement of crystal structures containing disordered solvent regions. Acta
Crystallogr. A 46, 194–201 (1990).

55. Emsley, P., Lohkamp, B., Scott, W. G. & Cowtan, K. Features and development
of coot. Acta Crystallogr. D 66, 486–501 (2010).

56. Macrae, C. F. et al. Mercury CSD 2.0-new features for the visualization and
investigation of crystal structures. J. Appl. Cryst. 41, 466–470 (2008).

57. Matsuno, T., Nakai, Y., Sato, S., Maniwa, Y. & Isobe, H. Ratchet-free solid-
state inertial rotation of a guest ball in a tight tubular host. Nat. Commun. 9,
1907 (2018).

Acknowledgements
We thank Drs. M. Oinuma and S. Takahashi (ERATO) for the preparation of [4]CC,
Prof. H. Yamamoto (IMS/ERATO) for important discussion, SPring-8 (no. 2016B1443
and 2017B1063) for the use of the X-ray diffraction instruments and Central Glass Co.
for the gift of hexafluoroisopropanol for the synthesis. This study is partly supported by
JST ERATO (JPMJER1301) and KAKENHI (17H01033, 16K05681, 16K04864,
25102007).

Author contributions
H.I. designed research. T.M., M.F., K.F. and S.S. performed research. T.M., M.F., K.F., S.S.
and H.I. analysed data and T.M. and H.I. wrote the paper.

Additional information
Supplementary Information accompanies this paper at https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-
018-06270-6.

Competing interests: The authors declare no competing interests.

Reprints and permission information is available online at http://npg.nature.com/
reprintsandpermissions/

Publisher's note: Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in
published maps and institutional affiliations.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing,

adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give
appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative
Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party
material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless
indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the
article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not permitted by statutory
regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/.

© The Author(s) 2018

ARTICLE NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | DOI: 10.1038/s41467-018-06270-6

8 NATURE COMMUNICATIONS |  (2018) 9:3779 | DOI: 10.1038/s41467-018-06270-6 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-018-06270-6
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-018-06270-6
http://npg.nature.com/reprintsandpermissions/
http://npg.nature.com/reprintsandpermissions/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
www.nature.com/naturecommunications

	Concyclic CH-π arrays for single-axis rotations of�a�bowl in a tube
	Results
	A 1:1 complex in solution
	Theoretical studies of CH–π hydrogen bonds
	Bowl-in-tube complex in crystals
	Characterisation of CH–π contacts
	Solid-state single-axis rotations of bowls in a tube

	Discussion
	Methods
	Materials
	Job plot analysis
	In-and-out exchange behaviours
	Isothermal titration calorimetry
	DFT calculations
	Crystallographic analysis
	Solid-state 2H NMR analysis

	References
	References
	Acknowledgements
	Author contributions
	Competing interests
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS




