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ABSTRACT: The technique of high-voltage electrical pulses (HVEP) is a new method
to enhance the permeability of coal seams and improve the efficiency of coalbed
methane (CBM) exploitation. This paper is aimed at investigating the crack propagation
characteristics of samples of different strengths, proposing the improved procedure of
HVEP in field application, and proving that the electrohydraulic effect has a wide use in
field application of CBM extraction. In this paper, an experimental system utilizing
HVEP in water condition is established, coal samples with different strengths are
crushed, and the extended processes of cracks are analyzed. According to the research
results, the electrohydraulic effect has a good breakage on the coal; the number of main
cracks is 2−3 and the length of the main cracks is about 30 cm in the vertical direction
of the hard samples; and the formation of cracks is relevant to the discharge voltage,
discharge times, and mechanical parameters of the samples. The results of scanning
electron microscopy (SEM) demonstrate that the cracks and pore connectivity of the
coal samples are improved obviously, and the permeability results show that the permeability of crushed coal samples is 20% greater
than that of the raw coal sample. Meanwhile, the generation process of cracks can be divided into four periods: namely, fatigue
damage accumulation, slow development, rapid development, and failure; the rapid development stage is the optimal phase in field
application. Moreover, the shock wave produced by HVEP via electrohydraulic effect can crush the samples mainly; furthermore, the
energy produced by bubble rupture also has a great influence on the formation of cracks. This study can provide a foundation for the
HVEP to improve CBM exploitation.

1. INTRODUCTION

Gas drainage is the primary measure to control gas disasters in
coal mines.1 However, more than 70% of the coal seams have
low permeability, with a permeability coefficient of (0.001−
0.1) × 10−3 mD in China, which greatly affects the efficiency of
coal gas extraction, so new methods are needed to improve the
permeability of coal seams to promote gas drainage. In the
1950s, Yutkin firstly observed that high-voltage electrical pulses
(HVEP) could produce great energy to produce fractures in
the laboratory.2 Since then, the HVEP technology has
witnessed a rapid development, and the technology has been
widely used in many fields owing to its multiple advantages.3−5

In fact, the HVEP can be divided into two categories
according to the discharge form: electrohydraulic crushing and
electric crushing,6 of which electrohydraulic crushing is more
mature. In electrohydraulic crushing, high-voltage electrodes
are discharged in a liquid (usually water), and the high-energy
plasma discharge channel is produced at the same time; then,
the electric energy will be released via the channel to produce
the shock wave and bubbles. For the mechanism of
electrohydraulic crushing, Lu et al. firstly observed the bubbles
in the process of discharge by high-speed photography and
numerical simulation in the laboratory, and inferred that the
pressure produced by the bubbles is one-third of the pressure

produced by the shock wave.7 Kai et al. analyzed the
correlation between the pressure of the shock wave, distance
of electrodes, and discharge frequency.8 Andres et al. studied
the energy consumption, selective chaining of minerals, and
mechanism of electrical disintegration.9,10

At present, the technology of solid breaking by plasma is
being widely used in many fields, especially in the fields of rock
breaking and oil production.11,12 Zuo separated minerals by
virtue of the selective crushing characteristics of HVEP.13 Bru
observed that the mineral particles presented an obvious
sorting after breaking the low-grade cassiterite schist.14 Duan
adopted HVEP to recover the metal material from the waste
printed circuit board.15 Patel et al. observed that the plasma
pulse technology increased the oil reservoir’s natural resonance
and reduced adhesion tension, and that the shock wave was
also powerful enough to clean perforations near wellbore
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damage.16 Bai et al. studied the effect of rock pore properties
on the electric pulse in oil reservoirs.17 He et al. carried out
experiments to study the propagation of the explosion shock
wave and the effective range of changes in permeability of the
tight sand core samples caused by electrical explosion.18

Maurel et al. researched the facture characteristic of tight
reservoirs and the permeability change under the effect of
HVEP, and concluded that HVEP may replace the hydraulic
fracturing in oil production.19

The use of electrical pulses in enhancing the permeability of
coal seam has attracted much attention. Yan et al. conducted
experiments to study the effect of HVEP on pore structure and
concluded that the pore structure of coal was changed by
HVEP, and that the coal presented a burning state in air
environment.20,21 Zhang investigated the influence of electrical
fragmentation on the pore structure of coal in air environ-
ment.22 However, the discharging mechanisms of HVEP in air
environment and in liquid environment are different: the
discharge in liquid is more safe, as it is not easy to damage the
electrodes. Electrohydraulic crushing has the advantage of
repeating the discharge. The application of electrohydraulic
crushing in CBM extraction has started in the recent years. Li
et al. found that the pore structure of coal can be changed by
the shock wave produced by HVEP, and proposed the
scientific problems to be solved of using HVEP in enhancing
the permeability of coal seams.23,24 Ma suggested that the
electrohydraulic crushing could enable the coal body to
produce open-type and sliding-type cracks mainly.25 In field
application, Zhang provided a successful demonstration in a
coal mine, and the applied results showed that the permeability
of the coal seam was enhanced obviously, and that it saves
most of the hole engineering work.26,27 Wu, Guo, and Zhang
showed that the electrohydraulic effect could remove blockages
in the cracks; however, the engineering order should be
improved, and the technology also has its limits, such as the
characteristics of the coal seam reservoir.28−30 In previous
work, the coal hardness, not the metamorphic grade, has been
shown to have a great effect on the electrohydraulic crushing.31

Nevertheless, the influence of the varying hardness of different
coal samples on the electrohydraulic effect has been rarely
reported, and the operation sequences of the technology
should be optimized. Hence, it is novel and meaningful to
prepare different samples and conduct research on the crack
propagation features under the electrohydraulic effect.
In this study, a HVEP experimental system was built, and

different samples were tested to investigate the distributed and
extended features after crushing coal by the HVEP technology.
Meanwhile, the mechanism and different applications of HVEP
were also analyzed. The study results will provide new ideas for
the application of HVEP to improve CBM exploitation.

2. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
2.1. Distribution Features of Cracks in Similar

Samples. After discharging many times by HVEP, all similar
samples were fractured. The experimental parameters,
including the electric field strength and the discharge times,
are presented in Table 1, and the distribution features of the
cracks after breakdown are shown in Figure 1. In these
experiments, the 1# sample was fractured after acting 13 times,
the 2# sample was fractured after acting 11 times, the 3#
sample was fractured after acting 7 times, and the 4# sample
was fractured after acting 2 times. The experimental results
show that the number of main cracks is 2−3, and the

distribution of the cracks is relatively symmetrical. The lengths
of the main cracks in all samples are presented in Table 2.
Figure 1 and Table 1 show that when the discharge times
decrease with the electric field strength and the capacitance
increases, the formation of cracks is relevant to the discharge
voltage, the crushing times, and the mechanical parameters of
the samples. With the strength of the samples increasing, the
lengths and number of cracks also are increasing. Figure 1b
also shows that when the shock wave meets the structural
defects of the sample, the cracks will swerve along the defects
and make the crack network more complex.
Figure 1 illustrates that all samples fracture after acting many

times, and shows that the HVEP has an obvious effect on the
crushing of the samples. After breaking by the electrohydraulic
effect, the samples show some cracks that are decussate. In the
acting process of HVEP, the shock wave can crush the samples
to make main cracks extend in water condition; cracks are also
produced along the main cracks, and thus, the fracture network
forms to encourage the extraction of CBM.

2.2. Distribution Features of Cracks in the Coal
Samples. The experimental parameters of the coal samples
are presented in Table 3, and comparison of the cracks before
and after discharging is shown in Figure 2. In the experiments,
the conversion efficiency of the discharge energy was about
30%,34,35 so the discharge energy was 181.5 J per unit of time.
Every coal sample was crushed 5 times, with the interval
between every discharge being 15 s.
As shown in Figure 2, all coal samples are crushed after

discharging by HVEP, and the crack connectivity increases
evidently. For 1# coal sample, after the first discharge, the face
of the coal sample shows a few cracks without damage. After
the second discharge, the length of the original crack is
extended, new cracks appear, and some small coal particles are
produced; however, the coal sample still is complete. After the
third discharge, the length and width of the cracks extend
quickly, and large coal particles of the right part of the coal
sample drop. After the fifth discharge, some new macro-
fractures appear, and the coal samples crush. The same is true
for the other samples.
The scanning electron microscope (SEM) was used to

analyze the surface changes of the coal samples. In order to
ensure the reliability of the results, the coal particles of 3# coal
sample before and after breaking used for SEM are collected at
the same position that is directly below the positive electrode,
and the SEM results are shown in Figure 3. Because the coal
samples are hard relatively, few cracks and pores existed in the
original coal sample, and the connectivity of the pores and
cracks is poor. However, the pores and cracks increase, and the
connectivity is improved obviously after breaking. In Figure 3,
the shock wave produced by HVEP can be seen to ameliorate
the network of pores and cracks of the coal samples, so the
migration pathways of methane in the coal body are smooth
after crushing, and thus the permeability of coal can be
improved.

Table 1. Experimental Parameters of Similar Samples

number of similar
samples

U
(kV)

d
(cm)

E
(kV·cm)

capacitance
(μF)

discharge
times

1# 13 0.8 16.25 10 13
2# 13 0.8 16.25 10 11
3# 11 0.8 13.75 10 7
4# 9 0.4 22.5 200 2
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The permeability of the coal sample after electrohydraulic
crushing was tested, and the result is illustrated in Figure 4. In
the test, the gas pressure is 0.7 MPa and the confining pressure
is 1.2 MPa. The results reveal that the permeability of the
crushed coal sample is greater than that of the raw coal sample,
which is increased by about 20%, and suggest that the
electrohydraulic effect can break the coal sample obviously to
produce more cracks and pores, and the permeability of coal
can also be enhanced. Moreover, to ensure the integrity of the
coal sample to drill the cylindrical sample for the permeability
test, the measured permeability growth rate may be kept lower
than that in field application.
2.3. Extension Features of Cracks. The experimental

results of similar samples and coal samples show that the
HVEP can produce large amounts of new cracks and pores for
methane migration, so the methane can flow quickly and
fluently. For similar samples, the number of main cracks is 2−
3, and the main cracks appear from the top of samples, then
extend to the bottom of the samples. The distribution features
of main cracks and branch cracks are presented in Figure 5.
For similar samples, the extension feature of the main cracks

produced after crushing multiple times is the same, taking 3#
sample as an example in this paper. The extension process of
the main crack on 3# sample is presented in Figure 6, and the
main crack on the top of the sample after acting 8 times is
shown in Figure 8c. In Figure 6, there is no crack in the sample
after discharging 5 times (Figure 6a,b); the microcrack is
produced at the top of sample, which is near the borehole after

discharging 6 times (Figure 6c). The crack extends from the
top to the bottom of the sample after discharging 8 times
(Figure 6d), and it extends to the bottom of the sample until
the sample is crushed after discharging 9 times (Figure 6e,f),
with the length and width of the main crack increasing. After
discharging 12 times, 3# similar sample is broken into two
pieces.
In order to analyze the crack changes of the coal samples,

the coal particles at the same position of 3# coal sample after
each discharge are collected. Then, the cracks number of the
coal particles is observed after enlarging 20-fold, with the
observation scope about 1 × 1 cm2. The relationship between
the discharge times and crack changes is shown in Figure 7a,
and the discharge channel in the coal sample is shown in
Figure 7b. In the experiment of crushing the coal samples, after
discharging 2 times, the crack density is not increased
significantly. After discharging 4 times, the crack density of
the coal samples increases quickly and the macrofractures
appear. After discharging 5 times, a large amount of
macrofactures and macropores appear, and the particles of
the coal samples collapse. With the discharge times increasing,
the fracture degree, crack propagation, and crack density of the
coal samples increase faster and faster. From the discharge
channel of the coal sample, the technique of HVEP cannot
produce a high temperature to burn the coal body around the
channel and affect the coal body via electrohydraulic effect,
which shows that the HVEP technology is safe in field
application.
Based on the comprehensive analysis of the experimental

results of similar samples and coal samples, the propagation
process of the cracks produced by HVEP is shown in Figure 8.
The results suggest that the extension process of cracks can be
divided into four stages: namely, fatigue damage accumulation
stage, slow development stage, rapid development stage, and
failure stage. In the fatigue damage accumulation stage, there
are no or few microcracks in the samples after discharging
sometimes, and the pulsed stress is accumulated in the crack
tips via water. In the slow development stage, the microcrack is
produced; however, the growth rate is small, and few
microcracks are produced. In the rapid development stage,
microcracks and micropores develop rapidly, the branch cracks
are also produced, and at the same time, the length and width
of the main cracks increase quickly. In the failure stage, macro-
cracks develop quickly, and the particles collapse until the
sample is broken. From the experiments, it can be seen that the

Figure 1. Crack distribution features of similar samples: 1# similar sample (a), 2# similar sample (b), 3# similar sample (c), and 4# similar sample
(d).

Table 2. Length of Main Cracks in All Samples

number of the
sample 1# 2# 3# 4#

①: 28 cm
①: 25 cm ①: 31 cm ①: 25 cm

the length of main
cracks

②: 27 cm

②: 29 cm ②: 25 cm ②: 26 cm
③: 30 cm

Table 3. Experimental Parameters of the Coal Samples

number of
sample

U
(kV)

d
(cm)

E
(kV·cm)

capacitance
(μF)

discharge
times

1# 11 0.5 22 10 5
2#
3#
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third stage is the optimal period for enhancing the permeability

of the coal seams, namely the rapid development stage. In the

third period, the crack network is produced, the permeability

of coal seam is enhanced without pulverized coal blockage, and

it can provide a smooth migration channel for methane.

However, the accurate crushing times have to be determined

by the field application.

2.4. Crushing Mechanism of HVEP. The mechanical
energy and heat energy are transmuted by electric energy, and
the process can be divided into the following steps:2 (1) when
the charge energy meets the breakdown voltage, the liquid in
the discharge channel is broken down, and then the electrodes
start discharge. (2) After the channel is broken down, the
liquid around the channel will be gasified and expanded
instantly, so the shock wave will be produced. (3) In the end of

Figure 2. Crack distribution and sketches of the original and crushed coal samples: 1# original coal sample (a), 1# crushed coal sample (b), 2#
original coal sample (c), 2# crushed coal sample (d), 3# original coal sample (e), and 3# crushed coal sample (f).
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the discharge, the bubbles will be produced because of the

electric field, they will break to produce the mechanical energy,

and the energy spreads outward in a spherical shape. (4) All

energy produced by the shock wave and the bubbles decrease

in the coal body exponentially. If the energy is greater than the

strength of the coal body, the coal will fracture; otherwise the

process will stop.

In fact, coal is not only of a heterogeneous matter, but also a
natural organic rock with complex pores and fractures, and this
aspect makes coal non-uniform in mechanical properties.36,37

In the functional process of HVEP, the shock wave can
produce a tangential stress to compress the coal body.
Assuming the pressure of the shock wave is ps, it is given by

p p e
W

T
er u r u

s m
/ 0 /s sβ

ρ
τ

= =γ γ− −
(1)

where γ is the attenuation coefficient of the shock wave, r is the
distance between the tested point and the discharge channel,
and us is the propagation velocity of shock wave.
When the liquid around the discharge channel is gasified to

be gas with high temperature and high pressure, the
temperature difference between the gas and the liquid is
rendered big enough to produce bubbles, and then the bubbles
will diffuse outward from the point of discharge. There are lots
of cracks and pores in the coal body, so the migration channels
of bubbles are unconnected. When the bubbles meet the coal,
the pressure balance inside and outside the bubbles will be
broken, the bubbles will appear distorted until they break off,
and the microjet may be produced in the process of the bubble
break, so the pressure will be produced to fracture the coal
when the bubbles are broken.38,39 Assuming the pulsating
pressure of a single bubble is pb, it may be calculated as40

p R R R R r R R r p( 2 )/ /2b 0 b
2

b

g

b
2

g

b b
2

g

b
4 4

0ρ= + − + (2)

where ρ0 is the density of the liquid, Rb is the radius of the

bubbles, Rb

g
is the derivative of the bubble radius to time, and

p0 is the hydrostatic pressure.
So, assuming the total pressure of the crack is pt,

p

W

T
e R R R R r R R r

p

p p p

( 2 )/ /2

2

r u

t s b 0

0 /
0 b

2
b

g

b
2

g

b b
2

g

b
4 4

0

sβ
ρ
τ

ρ

= + +

= + + −

+

γ−

(3)

Coal is a complex medium, and its cracks are type I and type
II mainly, namely the opening-mode edge cracks and the
sliding-mode edge cracks. Assuming the tip stress of cracks is
σθ,

r
K K

1
2(2 )

cos
2

(1 cos ) 3 sin1/2 I IIσ
π

θ θ θ= [ + − ]θ
(4)

where θ is the angle between the new crack and original crack,
KI is the intensity factor of the opening-mode edge cracks, and
KII is the intensity factor of the sliding-mode edge cracks.

Figure 3. Surface changes of the coal samples: origin coal sample (a)
and crushed coal sample (b).

Figure 4. Permeability comparison of the crushed coal sample and the
raw coal sample.

Figure 5. Main and branch cracks on similar samples: main cracks (a)
and branch cracks (b).
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When the pressure pt is greater than the tip stress of the coal
body σθ, new cracks will be produced and thus the coal body
will be broken. At the same time, the strength of the coal body
will be decreased under the multiple actions of the shock wave
in a short period, so the pressure will be concentrated under
the impact of the shock wave in water condition to produce
more cracks. At the same time, the shock wave can make
vibrations at the contact area of coal and water because of the
different propagation velocities in the coal and water, so the
solid particles in the cracks in the coal body can be eliminated.

These aspects can encourage the coal seam to produce more
cracks. In the functional process of HVEP, some heat energy
may be produced because of the energy transformation,
leading to the adsorption of methane and changing it to the
flow gas in the coal seam.
Generally, the fracture mechanism of HVEP includes the

following aspects: First, the shock wave produced by HVEP
creates cracks in the coal seam. Second, the pressure released
by the bubbles produced by HVEP promotes the formation of
new cracks and pores. Third, the stemming-in fractures can be
eliminated via vibration and produce some heat in the
discharge process of HVEP, and this helps the gas flow in
the coal seam.

2.5. Application in CBM Exploitation of the HVEP
Technology. The output process of CBM includes three
phases, namely gas desorption, diffusion, and seepage. Gas
desorption and diffusion occur in the micropore, and gas
seepage often occurs in the mesopore, macropore, and cracks,
so the crack network in the coal seam has an obvious effect on
the CBM output. As shown in Figures 5−7, the huge energy
produced by HVEP can break down coal samples, and the new
crack network is produced, which is conducive for gas seepage
to increase the CBM production.
The HVEP technology has been used in shale gas

exploitation and oil production; however, CBM exploitation

Figure 6. Extension process of the main cracks of 3# similar sample: 1 time discharge (a), 5 times discharge (b), 6 times discharge (c), 8 times
discharge (d), 10 times discharge (e), and 11 times discharge (f).

Figure 7. Crack propagation process: relationship between the discharge times and crack density (a), and the discharge channel in the coal body
(b).

Figure 8. Process of crack propagation.
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is different from oil exploitation. At present, methane drainage
underground accounts for about 75% in total, and the
utilization rate of methane extracted underground is about
56% in China.41 It is obvious that enhancement of the
permeability of coal seams by the HVEP technology
underground is a key method to improve the CBM
exploitation.
When the HVEP technology is used to increase the

permeability of coal seam underground, the details of the
technology are as follows: (1) A drainage borehole is drilled
from a roadway to the coal seam. (2) The electrode is placed
in the borehole (the electrodes are connected to the HVEP
system), and some water is injected via a pipe into the
borehole to provide the discharging liquid environment. (3)
The borehole is sealed by special material, and then charge
provided to the capacitor. (4) The switch is opened to crush
the coal seam segmentally until the amount of crushing time to
achieve the calculated amount according to the field situation.
(5) The above steps are repeated until the whole borehole is
crushed in a vertical direction. (6) The electrodes are taken out

from the borehole, and then the borehole is connected to the
gas drainage system.
During the electrical breakdown process, the equipment can

be placed in the intake airflow or return airflow roadway. In
order to enhance the permeability of the coal seam, the guide
hole can be completed near the drainage borehole. The
application procedure of HVEP used underground is shown in
Figure 9.
In light of the successful application of HVEP in oil

production, the new method of enhancing the permeability by
utilizing HVEP based on compound fracturing is in use.42,43

Owing to the difference of the drainage holes and the coalbed
methane wells, the applied process should be improved.
When the HVEP technology is used on the ground, the

system of HVEP in a surface CBM well is shown in Figure 10.
The HVEP can crush the coal seam without damaging the
sidewall casing in the CBM well.44 So the applied process
based on HVEP is as follows: (1) A CBM well is completed
from the ground in the non-mining area, and then the sidewall
casing with perforation is placed into the well to protect the

Figure 9. Application of HVEP in the coal face: before crushing (a) and after fracturing a segment (b).

Figure 10. Application of HVEP in a surface CBM well.
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well. (2) Some water with a certain pressure and proppant
along the perforation is injected into the well to fracture the
coal seam, then the electrodes are put into the well, and the
well is sealed above the electrodes by some material. (3) The
capacitor is charged until the stored energy reaches the preset
value, then the discharge switch is turned on, and the energy is
released into the perforation to break down the coal seam. (4)
The discharge step is repeated to achieve a higher permeability
according to the field situation. (5) After the discharge step,
the drainage pump is applied to expel the water and the
electrodes are taken out from the well, then the well starts to
extract. Owing to the less quantities and low cost, HVEP also
can be used for secondary fracturing.
In field application of HVEP, regardless of the application

method, based on the experimental results and the mechanism
of HVEP, the basis of the technology is discharging on one site
of the borehole or well repeatedly, crushing many sites
consecutively, ensuring the crush is done in a segmented
operation, and discharging along the whole hole to enhance
the permeability of the coal seams. The drainage borehole
layout should be optimized according to the coal seam.

3. CONCLUSIONS
The crack propagation characteristics of different-strength
samples and the permeability changes of coal samples are
investigated utilizing a self-designed electrohydraulic crushing
experimental system. The results indicate that the electro-
hydraulic effect has a great influence on the formation of
cracks. According to the breakdown results of the high-strength
samples, the electrohydraulic effect can produce cracks of large
scale that are more than 30 cm; the symmetrical crack network
is produced when the electrode discharge occurs in a borehole;

and the discharge times are related to the electric field, the
capacitor, and the mechanical parameters of the samples. The
results of coal samples show that the connectivity of cracks and
pores in the coal body after breaking is better, the permeability
is increased by more than 20%, and the coal body around the
discharge channel is not burning, which shows that the HVEP
is safe and practical for field application. By integrating the
crack propagation of different samples, the process of cracks
can be divided into four stages, and the third phase, namely
rapid development stage, is the optimal condition for field
application. Besides the shock wave, the energy produced by
bubbles also has an obvious effect on the formation. Based on
the feasibility of the electrohydraulic effect on the samples, the
improved method for permeability enhancement is proposed.

4. EXPERIMENTS
4.1. Experimental System. The schematic diagram of the

experimental system is illustrated in Figure 11; the system
consists of four subsystems, namely charge system, energy-
stored system, control system, and electro-discharge system.
The functional processes of HVEP are as follows: (1) the
regular alternating electric current (220 V/50 Hz) is
transformed into a high-voltage direct current (about a few
10 s of kV) via the charge system; (2) the high-voltage direct
current is used to charge the electrical capacitor; and (3) the
discharge switch is opened to supply electrical power to the
electrode when the discharge level increases to meet the
breakdown field strength, and then the electrode crushes the
samples. The physical diagram of the experimental system and
the electrodes is shown in Figure 12.

4.2. Similar Samples Preparation. In order to analyze
the crack propagation of different samples, two kinds of

Figure 11. Schematic diagram of the HVEP system.

Figure 12. Experimental system: the physical diagram (a) and the electrode (b).
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samples were made, namely similar samples and coal samples.
Because of the unique characteristics of coal samples, it is
difficult to collect large coal samples in coal mines. Hence, in
order to analyze the crack propagation characteristics of
samples of different strengths, some similar samples were made
for the experiment.
According to the results of previous studies,32,33 some

materials were chosen to make similar samples, which were
used to simulate coal samples of high strength. The similar
samples were made of cement, sand, gypsum, and mica
powder. Two different sizes of cylinder samples were made for
the experiments: φ300 mm × 300 mm and φ500 mm × 500
mm. The mass ratios, sizes, and compressive strength of the
samples were determined as shown in Table 4. In order to
place the electrode, the boreholes were preset in the middle of
the samples; the related diameters of the boreholes are shown
in Table 1. After maintaining for 28 days, these samples could
be used for experiments.
4.3. Coal Sample Preparation. The coal samples were

obtained from Lu’an coalfield, which is located in the southeast
of Shanxi province; these samples were collected from the fresh
working face and then sent to the laboratory for the
experiments. The sizes and proximate analysis of the coal
samples are presented in Table 5. Because the coal samples
were soft relatively, and due to the limits of the fixed position
in the box which is made to place coal samples (as illustrated in
4.4), it was difficult to make the sizes uniform.
According to Table 5, the mechanical parameters of similar

samples are similar to those of raw coal samples, and the
similarity ratio is 1, so the similar samples can be used in the
experiment to simulate coal samples of high strength.
4.4. Experimental Process. Based on the experience with

using HVEP for enhancing the production of oil, it is feasible
to use the electrode to crush samples in water condition. In
brief, the experimental process involves the following steps: (1)
Before the experiments, the distance between the electrodes is
adjusted, the electrode is then placed in the water environ-
ment, the electrical capacitor is charged, and then the switch is
opened to test the reliability of the HVEP system. (2) For
similar samples, some water is injected into the borehole, and
the height of the water is half of the length of the hole; then
the electrode is placed in the hole and the borehole is pressed
to simulate the sealing situation. For coal samples, a box is

made to place the coal samples to avoid shaking in the process
of the electrohydraulic crushing, the electrode is placed into
the box that is full of water, then the coal samples are placed
under the electrode. (3) The electrical capacitors are charged
until the level of the capacitors meets the electrical field
strength, then the trigger switch is turned on, and the electrode
will discharge to break the samples. (4) The above steps are
repeated until the samples are broken down.
The distance between the anode and cathode can be

adjusted in the experimental process. Assuming the electric
field strength between the anode and the cathode of the
electrodes is E,

E
U
d

=
(5)

where U is the voltage between the anode and cathode, and d
is the distance between them.
Assuming the max pressure of shock wave when the

electrode is discharged in water condition is pm,

p
W

Tm
0β

ρ
τ

=
(6)

where β is the complex integral function without dimension, ρ0
is the density of the liquid, W is the discharge energy of the
electrode, T is the pulse duration time, and τ is the wave front
time.
The breakdown field strength under different voltages in

water environment is calculated using eqs 5 and 6. The electric
field strength can be changed by the distance of the electrodes
and the discharge voltage. In the experiments, the samples
would be cracked after being crushed many times.
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