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Tom Henry came to the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Plant Indus-
try (Harrisburg), in 1972. He recently had earned a B.S. degree in Entomology from Pur-
due University and was hired to identify insects, mainly those submitted by the bureau’s 
plant inspectors in different areas of the state. It did not take long for his entomological 
colleagues in Harrisburg to recognize his remarkable talents as a taxonomist.

I had been hired the previous year to work on bionomics of insects associated 
with ornamental trees and shrubs and had collected a mirid on Scots pine (Pinus 
sylvestris L.), which had defied identification. Tom accepted the challenge of trying to 
identify the mystery plant bug. A trip to examine Miridae in the National Museum 
of Natural History in Washington, DC, resolved the issue: the conifer bug was 
Camptozygum aequale (Villers), a species new to North America (Wheeler and Henry 
1973). To become more familiar with the local mirid fauna, we began to spend our 
lunch breaks sampling conifers and other trees in nearby ornamental plantings. The 
detection of C. aequale was followed by the discovery of additional Palearctic conifer-
feeding plant bugs in Pennsylvania. Tom soon described his first new species: two pine-
associated mirids of the diverse genus Phytocoris (Henry 1974). Gaining confidence 
and momentum, he published 27 additional papers on Heteroptera by decade’s end, 
including a review of the orthotyline genus Reuteria (Henry 1976), ten new species 
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of the Neotropical mird genus Hyalochloria (Henry 1978), a new genus and species 
of cardiastethine Anthocoridae (Henry and Herring 1978), and new species of the 
isometopine genus Corticoris (Henry and Herring 1979).

Tom’s entry into heteropteran systematics caught the attention of prominent 
North American specialists, such as Richard Froeschner, John Lattin, and James Slater. 
He was encouraged to apply for the Heteroptera position with the Systematic Ento-
mology Laboratory (SEL), Agricultural Research Service, US Department of Agricul-
ture, which had become available with J. L. Herring’s retirement in August 1979. In 
selecting Tom for the position, the search committee must have valued his publication 
record and recognized his taxonomic prowess; committee members were not dissuaded 
by his lack of the ordinarily requisite PhD (he was finishing his MS studies at Penn 
State). The decision to hire Tom Henry proved auspicious for SEL.

Tom began his work at SEL in June of 1980. Productivity characterized his perfor-
mance in the 1980s. He continued taxonomic research on plant bugs of the Orthoty-
linae and on the subfamily Isometopinae, describing three new genera (Henry 1980). 
Highlighting the decade was the 1988 publication of the first catalog of North Ameri-
can Heteroptera since 1917. Henry and Froeschner (1988) accomplished what other 
heteropterists had attempted to do but ultimately found too daunting. A novel feature 
of their catalog, which some systematists initially considered inappropriate, was the use 
of write-ups and photos of representative species at the beginning of each family treat-
ment. Biological control specialists, ecologists, and others not well versed in heteropter-
an taxonomy found the introductory material particularly valuable. His early trips for 
fieldwork and visits to major insect collections eventually involved nearly all U.S. states, 
Asia, Australia, Canada, Europe, India, Mexico, South America, and the West Indies.

Tom continued to prosper in the 1990s despite pursuing a doctoral degree while 
working full-time. He received his PhD in 1995 from the University of Maryland. 
Prominent among his accomplishments during the decade were taxonomic revisions 
of mirid genera (Henry 1991, 1994) and a phylogenetic analysis of the infraorder Pen-
tatomomorpha, involving 34 family groups, which resulted in the recognition of 11 
families in a previously composite and paraphyletic Lygaeidae (Henry 1997a). His sub-
stantial reclassification of the Pentatomomorpha now is followed in text books, world 
catalogs, and applied and taxonomic literature. He emphasized the family Berytidae, 
completing three major works: a cladistic analysis and revision of world genera (Henry 
1997b), a monograph of the stilt bugs of the Western Hemisphere (Henry 1997c), and 
a catalog of the world species (Henry and Froeschner 1998). Tom coauthored a book 
on the North American mirids considered naturally Holarctic or adventive, either im-
migrant or intentionally introduced (Wheeler and Henry 1992), and edited a Fest-
schrift of approximately 250 pages that honored the renowned Brazilian miridologist 
José Carvalho (Henry and Wheeler 1995).

Perusal of the appended list of Tom’s publications will confirm his prominence 
among world heteropterists. Collaborative projects with other specialists and promising 
newcomers became routine in the new century (e.g., Henry and Schuh 2002, Henry 
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and Costa 2003), along with more generic revisions (Henry 2006; Ferreira and Henry 
2010; Henry 2012, 2015, 2018; Dellapé et al. 2016). Key contributions included the 
berytid chapter (Henry 2000) in Heteroptera of Economic Importance (Schaefer and 
Panizzi 2000), a comprehensive treatment of Cuban Miridae (Hernández and Henry 
2010), chapters on the Miridae (Ferreira et al. 2015) and Lygaeoidea (Henry et al. 
2015) in True Bugs (Heteroptera) of the Neotropics (Panizzi and Grazia 2015), and an 
online world catalog of the Lygaeoidea (Dellapé and Henry 2017).

A typical work day for Tom includes a delivery of “urgents”, specimens of Heter-
optera intercepted at US ports of entry that need to be identified promptly. He also 
curates the collection under his care and supervises technicians and volunteers who 
work with the collection. Tasks expected of a professional entomologist are dealt with 
promptly, such as reviewing manuscripts at the request of journal editors, providing 
pre-submission manuscript reviews for colleagues and writing letters in support of 
their tenure, serving on committees, and participating in the affairs of scientific socie-
ties. Tom edited the Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington from 1992 
to 1995 and began a second stint as editor in 2015, which continues. He is a founding 
member of the International Heteropterists’ Society and will become President at its 6th 
quadrennial meeting in La Plata, Argentina, in December 2018. He is generous with 
his time in encouraging and mentoring younger workers and assisting students and 
established specialists who visit the Heteroptera collection. Tom and his wife Kathryn 
(Katy) often invite visitors to their home for a meal.

How is Tom able to be so productive? For one thing, he possesses a sterling work 
ethic. He’s efficient, passionate about natural history and systematics, and strives for 
excellence. A typical day begins at 4:30 am; he works at home for an hour or two on 
his own manuscripts or reviews those of others, before he leaves for the museum. He 
is focused, and patient, even though he often must stop what he is doing to answer 
visitors’ questions or respond to e-mails and phone requests.

Numerous projects on Heteroptera await Tom’s attention. We can anticipate a flur-
ry of papers in the coming years. It is a pleasure to present this special issue of ZooKeys 
that conveys the respect of his colleagues and honors his 70th birthday.
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Publications of Thomas J. Henry

Peer-reviewed journal articles

l. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1973) Camptozygum aequale (Villers), a pine-feeding mirid 
new to North America (Hemiptera: Miridae). Proceedings of the Entomological Society 
of Washington 75: 240–246.

2. Henry TJ, Wheeler Jr AG (1974) Sthenarus dissimilis and Orthops rubricatus: Conifer-
feeding mirids new to North America (Hemiptera: Miridae). Proceedings of the Ento-
mological Society of Washington 76: 217–224.

3. Henry TJ, Wheeler Jr AG (1974) Plagiognathus vitellinus (Scholtz), a conifer-feeding 
mirid new to North America (Hemiptera: Miridae). Proceedings of the Entomological 
Society of Washington 76: 480–485.

4. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1974) Tropidosteptes pacificus, a western ash plant bug intro-
duced into Pennsylvania with nursery stock (Hemiptera: Miridae). Cooperative Eco-
nomic Insect Report 24: 588–589.

5. Henry TJ (1974) Two new pine-inhabiting Phytocoris from Pennsylvania (Hemiptera: 
Miridae). Entomological News 85: 187–191.

6. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1975) Recognition of seven Uhler manuscript names, with 
notes on thirteen other species used by Heidemann (1892) (Hemiptera: Miridae). 
Transactions of the American Entomological Society 101: 355–369.

7. Wheeler Jr AG, Stinner BR, Henry TJ (1975) Biology and nymphal stages of Deraeoco-
ris nebulosus (Hemiptera: Miridae), a predator of arthropod pests on ornamentals. An-
nals of the Entomological Society of America 68: 1063–1068. https://doi.org/10.1093/
aesa/68.6.1063

8. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1976) First records of the predaceous mirid Phytocoris tiliae 
(F.) from the United States. Entomological News 87: 25–28.

9. Henry TJ (1976) A new Saileria from eastern United States (Hemiptera: Miridae). En-
tomological News 87: 29–31.

10. Henry TJ, Wheeler Jr AG (1976) Dicyphus rhododendri Dolling, first records from 
North America (Hemiptera: Miridae). Proceedings of the Entomological Society of 
Washington 78: 108–109.

11. Henry TJ (1976) Review of Reuteria Puton 1875, with descriptions of two new species 
(Hemiptera: Miridae). Entomological News 87: 61–74.

12. Henry TJ (1976) Aleuropteryx juniperi: A European scale predator established in North 
America (Neuroptera: Coniopterygidae). Proceedings of the Entomological Society of 
Washington 78: 195–201.

13. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1976) Biology of the honeylocust plant bug, Diaphnocoris 
chlorionis, and other mirids associated with ornamental honeylocust. Annals of the Ento-
mological Society of America 69: 1095–1104. https://doi.org/10.1093/aesa/69.6.1095

14. Henry TJ (1976) Orthotylus nassatus, a European plant bug new to North America 
(Heteroptera: Miridae). Cooperative Plant Pest Report 2: 604–608.

https://doi.org/10.1093/aesa/68.6.1063
https://doi.org/10.1093/aesa/68.6.1063
https://doi.org/10.1093/aesa/69.6.1095
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15. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1977) Rev. Modestus Wirtner: biographical sketch and addi-
tions and corrections to the Miridae in his 1904 list of western Pennsylvania Hemiptera. 
Great Lakes Entomologist 10: 145–157.

16. Henry TJ (1977) Teratodia Bergroth, new synonym of Diphleps Bergroth with descrip-
tions of two new species (Heteroptera: Miridae: Isometopinae). Florida Entomologist 
60: 201–210. https://doi.org/10.2307/3493907

17. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1977) Miridae associated with Pennsylvania conifers l. Spe-
cies on arborvitae, false cypress, and juniper. Transactions of the American Entomologi-
cal Society 103: 623–656.

18. Henry TJ (1978) Two new Ceratocapsus Reuter 1876, from the eastern United States 
(Hemiptera: Miridae). Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington 80: 
383–387.

19. Henry TJ (1978) Review of the Neotropical genus Hyalochloria, with descriptions of ten 
new species (Hemiptera: Miridae). Transactions of the American Entomological Society 
104: 69–90.

20. Henry TJ, Herring JL (1978) A new genus and species of Cardiastethini from Peru 
(Hemiptera: Anthocoridae). Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington 
80: 520–523.

21. Henry TJ (1978) Description of a new Polymerus Hahn, 1831, with notes on two other 
little-known mirids from the New Jersey Pine-Barrens (Hemiptera: Miridae). Proceed-
ings of the Entomological Society of Washington 80: 543–547.

22. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1978) Isometopinae (Hemiptera: Miridae) in Pennsylvania: 
Biology and descriptions of fifth instars, with observations of predation on obscure scale. 
Annals of the Entomological Society of America 78: 607–614. https://doi.org/10.1093/
aesa/71.4.607

23. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1978) Ceratocapsus modestus, a predator of grape phylloxera: 
Seasonal history and description of fifth instar (Hemiptera: Miridae). Melsheimer En-
tomological Series 25: 6–10.

24. Henry TJ, Wheeler Jr AG (1979) Orthotylus translucens: taxonomic status and cor-
rections of published misidentifications. Proceedings of the Entomological Society of 
Washington 81: 60–63.

25. Henry TJ, Herring JL (1979) Review of the genus Corticoris with descriptions of two 
new species from Mexico (Hemiptera: Miridae: Isometopinae). Proceedings of the En-
tomological Society of Washington 81: 82–96.

26. Henry TJ, Wheeler Jr AG (1979) Palearctic Miridae in North America: Records of 
newly discovered and little-known species (Hemiptera-Heteroptera). Proceedings of the 
Entomological Society of Washington 81: 257–268.

27. Henry TJ, Smith CL (1979) An annotated list of the Miridae of Georgia (Hemiptera-
Heteroptera). Journal of the Georgia Entomological Society 14: 212–220.

28. Henry TJ (1979) Review of the “lutescens” group in the genus Ceratocapsus, with de-
scriptions of seven new species from the eastern United States (Hemiptera: Miridae). 
Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington 81: 401–423.

https://doi.org/10.2307/3493907
https://doi.org/10.1093/aesa/71.4.607
https://doi.org/10.1093/aesa/71.4.607
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29. Henry TJ (1979) Review of the New World species of Myiomma Puton, with descrip-
tions of eight new species (Hemiptera: Miridae: Isometopinae). Proceedings of the En-
tomological Society of Washington 81: 552–569.

30. Henry TJ (1979) Review of the New World species of Bothynotus Fieber (Hemiptera: 
Miridae). Florida Entomologist 62: 232–244. https://doi.org/10.2307/3494062

31. Henry TJ, Schuh RT (1979) Redescription of Beamerella Knight and Hambletoniola 
Carvalho and included species (Hemiptera: Miridae) with a review of their relation-
ships. American Museum Novitates 2689: 1–13.

32. Henry TJ (1979) Descriptions and notes on five new species of Miridae from North 
America (Hemiptera). Melsheimer Entomological Series 27: 1–10.

33. Wheeler Jr AG, Miller GL, Henry TJ (1979) Observations on the biology and habits of 
Macrolophus tenuicornis (Hemiptera: Miridae) on hayscented fern (Pteridophyta: Poly-
podiaceae). Melsheimer Entomological Series 27: 11–17.

34. Henry TJ (1980) Review of Lidopus Gibson and Wetmorea McAtee and Malloch, de-
scriptions of three new genera and two new species, and key to New World genera (He-
miptera: Miridae: Isometopinae). Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Wash-
ington 82: 178–194.

35. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1980) Seasonal history and host plants of the ant mimic Bar-
beriella formicoides Poppius, with descriptions of the fifth instar (Hemiptera: Miridae). 
Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington 82: 269–275.

36. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1980) Brachynotocoris heidemanni (Knight), a junior syno-
nym of the Palearctic B. puncticornis Reuter and pest of European ash. Proceedings of 
the Entomological Society of Washington 82: 568–575.

37. Henry TJ (1980) New records for Saileria irrorata and Tropidosteptes adustus (Hemip-
tera: Miridae). Florida Entomologist 63: 490–493. https://doi.org/10.2307/3494534

38. Henry TJ (1981) A new eastern United States Psallus Fieber (Heteroptera: Miridae) 
from Physocarpus (Rosaceae). Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington 
83: 399–402.

39. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1981) Seasonal history and habits of the European alfalfa 
beetle, Subcoccinella vigintiquorpunctata (L.) (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae). Coleopterists 
Bulletin 35: 197–204.

40. Wheeler Jr AG, Henry TJ (1981) Jalysus spinosus and J. wickhami (Hemiptera: Beryti-
dae): Taxonomic clarification, review of host plants and distribution, key to adults and 
fifth instars. Annals of the Entomological Society of America 74: 606–615. https://doi.
org/10.1093/aesa/74.6.606

41. Henry TJ (1982) The onion plant bug genus Labopidicola (Hemiptera: Miridae): Eco-
nomic implications, taxonomic review, and description of a new species. Proceedings of 
the Entomological Society of Washington 84: 1–15.

42. Henry TJ, Maldonado-Capriles J (1982) The four “ocelli” of the isometopine genus 
Isometocoris Carvalho and Sailer (Hemiptera: Miridae). Proceedings of the Entomologi-
cal Society of Washington 84: 245–249.

https://doi.org/10.2307/3494062
https://doi.org/10.2307/3494534
https://doi.org/10.1093/aesa/74.6.606
https://doi.org/10.1093/aesa/74.6.606
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43. Henry TJ (1982) New synonymies and a new combination in the North American 
Miridae (Hemiptera). Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington 84: 
337–341.
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