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Expression of Concern

The concern relates to the provenance of this article as brought to our attention by Faisal Alhawaj, who
denies authorship of this article and others published in Cureus. These articles were submitted and
subsequently published purportedly as an effort coordinated by Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University to
ensure all medical interns publish at least one peer-reviewed article in order to qualify for enrollment in a
postgraduate residency program as stipulated by The Saudi Commission for Health Specialties (SCFHS).

The journal has not been presented with enough evidence to warrant the formal retraction of these articles
as both Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University and The Saudi Commission for Health Specialties have
failed to respond to numerous communications requesting additional information regarding these
allegations. While we acknowledge that the provenance of these articles is very much in question, we
cannot act until these claims have been investigated by the appropriate institutions with the results of said
investigation communicated to Cureus.

The concern and this note will remain appended to the above-mentioned article until Cureus is provided
with official confirmation from Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University or The Saudi Commission for
Health Specialties.
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