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Figure 1. Marked swelling and blue discoloration of the right
upper extremity.

Figure 2. Longitudinal venous ultrasonography with color-flow
Doppler, showing thrombosis of the right brachial vein, without
color Doppler flow.
[Ann Emerg Med. 2021;77:650.]

A 61-year-old woman with a history of type 2 diabetes mellitus and hypertension presented to the emergency
department with sudden onset of right hand pain, swelling, and a dark blue discoloration (Figure 1). She also reported a
fever, dyspnea, and dry cough that began 3 days before. Coronavirus disease 2019 infection was confirmed by detection of
severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 ribonucleic acid from a nasopharyngeal swab. Venous duplex
ultrasonography revealed occlusive thrombus in the right brachial vein (Figure 2). Anticoagulation with intravenous
administration of heparin was started, and the patient was taken to the operating room for emergency percutaneous
mechanical thrombectomy.
For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 657.
To view the entire collection of Images in Emergency Medicine, visit www.annemergmed.com.
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