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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
It is indeed a pleasure to see the continued expansion and
progression of Alzheimer’s & Dementia: Diagnosis, Assess-
ment and Disease Monitoring, over the last 3 years. The
editors and the editorial board are to be commended in the
selection and publication of many important manuscripts
that continue to advance the field’s understanding of
Alzheimer’s and dementia, arguably perhaps one of the
most important global public health problems.

As many readers appreciate, the Journal’s title developed
out of the early work by the Alzheimer’s Association and the
National Institute onAging (NIA) to launch the International
Alzheimer’s Disease Research Portfolio (IADRP) project.
The effort is credited with capturing the evolving nature of
Alzheimer’s disease research as funded by several different
international sponsors. In addition, the project aimed to
identify “opportunities for possible coordination of support
for Alzheimer’s disease research” and “funding gaps as
well as areas of overlap within and across domestic and in-
ternational funding agencies”. To help aid this effort in iden-
tifying important gaps, the Journal has played an important
supporting role.

The Alzheimer’s & Dementia journal family, which also
includes Alzheimer’s & Dementia and Alzheimer’s &
Dementia: Translational Research & Clinical Interventions,
is focused on several pressing challenges confronting the
field. These include the inadequacy of current treatments to
alleviate the symptoms of the disease. Also, the difficulty
in developing novel interventions to detect [1–57], delay
[58–69], or halt disease progression continues to be an
important hurdle. The well-recognized public health and
economic imperative [70–83] posed by the disease
continues to be an important motivator to communicate
new knowledge across multiple disciplines that will
help increase the likelihood of unlocking the complexity
of neurodegeneration [84–90] associated with many
dementing illnesses.

The Editors within the journal family are challenging
authors and reviewers to calibrate articles that better
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assimilate what is known with emerging evidence. The
goal is to promote discussions on new approaches about
the biology of dementing illnesses. To this extent, the Jour-
nal has successfully encouraged authors to use a variety of
techniques for data collection, modeling, and analysis.

Sincerely,
Editorial Office, Alzheimer’s & Dementia

Ara S. Khachaturian*
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