THE PHYSIOLOGICAL AND THERAPEUTICAL EFFECTS
,
OF CARBOLIC ACID ADMINISTERED INTERNALLY .

By P- Cullen, M.D., Civil Surgeon, Hoshungabad.

Having extensively used carbolic acid externally, I was led
to believe it would be serviceable intern ally, where an antigep-
tic was needed, in such cases as sloughing dysentery or
diarrhoea griging from indigestion, where there is an apparent
want of the chylo-poietic secretions, flatulence, With offensive
fermenting stools, &c., Put having ne proper guide as to the
quantity that might Pe gsafely administered, I set to work to
ascertain this.

I secured two parj_ah dogs, about the size of greyhounds’
put them on the grdinary full diet of = patient, and commenced,
on the 19th Apri] last, with one minim doses to each dog,
three times a day. On the 21st, I gave 2 minims, three times
on the 23rd, increased it to 3 minims, which I continued to
give three timesa gay until the Ist May. I then increased the
dose to five minims, three times a day, and on the 5th to 8
minim doses. On the 7th, I gave each day, 10 minims, three
times, and as I was obliged to leave the station for some days,
let them both loose until py, return.

In eighteen days each dog took 225 minims without showing

that it had had the least effect on him: no thirst appeared to be
induced, nor any apparent discomfort, and they ate their food

reqularly.
I returned to the station on the 14th and caught the same

dogs, and recommenced my experiment om the 15th, by giving

10 minims, three times a day, to each. On the 1gth, I gave

12 pinims, and on the 17th, 15 minims, three times during

the day.
noticed that one dog (the smaller of the tyg), was panting,

on the 18th, after the third or evening dose, it was

and inclined to be sick; he put his nose frequently to the water,

but eyidently was not thirsty; symptoms, I con-
cluded that there must be some heat and irritability of the

from his

stomach, caused Ly the ]arge dose of the medicine; the other
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dog was not affected, (but there is more gifficulty in getting
him to swallow his doge, and some times a little is spilt.)

From these gymptoms I think I have nearly arrived at the
largest safe internal doge, but do not believe it a cumulative
poison, as the effects rapidly wear off. The experiment is being
continued, and I hope to give further results hereafter, and
merely record this to show that a much larger dose of carbolic
acid 5y be given internally, than is stated in works on
therapeutics.

"Whilst this experiment was being conducted, I had the
fOllOWing two cages, in which 1 tried the drug with the satis-

factory results I had expected.
I.?Munno zall, Hindoo, aged 28 years, diarrhoea, admitted

the 29th ppri], 1871. Stools frequent, semi-fceculent, light
ochre colour; very Offensive, containing mucus, and attended
with griping. Two minims of the crystallized carbolic acid were
given, three times = day.
mucus in the stool, which was more natural, and not offensive;

The next morning there was no

but there was still a little griping, and the acid was continued.
On the 1st Mgy the motions were guite natural, and ne pain or
uneasiness remained. He was discharged on the morning of
the 2nd.

II.?Mussammut gSimuniya, female, aged 50 years, Maho-
medan, had been gyffering from dysentery for a long time
stools frequent, (8 or 10 inthe 24 hours,) consisting chiefly of
slime and sloughs, very little foeculent matter pain in abdomen
increased on pressure, 289 great straining at stool. She was
admitted on the 2nd May. ©One minim of the acid was given,
three tipeg; the character of the motions at once changed; they
were reduced to four in the twenty-four hours, and were free
from slime. On the 3rd, she had only two motions, which were
nearly natural, and she expressed herself as much better. oOn
the 4th, however, she had four stools, which agaj_n contained a
little mucus and glime, and this continued throughout the sth.
On the morning of the 6th the dose was increased to two
minims, three times a day, when she had but two motions,
which were quite free from mucus, and there was no pain or
straining.
healthy, the medicine was continued until the 13th, when she

On the 8th she had two potions, quite natural and

was discharged quite recovered, all tenderness of the abdomen
had gone, and her appetite was much improved.

These two cases are not sufficient to show that the acid will
answer in all of this degcription, but I mention them in the
hopes that some one else will give thedrug = trial, as this is
not = station at which dysentery o= diarrhoea prevail to any
great extent.? (To Pe continued.)



