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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article history: Cutaneous metastases from bladder malignancies are rare. We report the case of a 74 year old man who
Received 31 October 2016 underwent cysto-prostatectomy and adjuvant chemotherapy for a pT3b N+ bladder transitional cell
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carcinoma. Four months later, he presented with skin disseminated pigmented lesions. Skin biopsy
confirmed cutaneous metastasis from urothelial carcinoma.
© 2016 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Inc. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND
license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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Case report

A 74 year old man was diagnosed with a non-metastatic mus-
cle-invasive transitional cell bladder carcinoma. He underwent a
cysto-prostatectomy with an ileal conduit urinary diversion. The
cysto-prostatectomy specimen showed transitional cell carcinoma
extending into the perivesical tissue macroscopically (Pt3b stage),
with lymphatic spread in 2 lymph nodes. Cisplatin-based adjuvant
chemotherapy was conducted. Four months after surgery, the
patient presented with multiple disseminated pigmented and flat
skin lesions (Fig. 1).

CT scan revealed multiple subcutaneous nodules, as well as liver
metastases and peritoneal carcinosis (Fig. 2).

A skin punch biopsy of a chest lesion was performed, showing
features of poorly differentiated metastatic carcinoma. Immuno-
histochemical diagnosis showed cytokeratin p63 positive staining,
confirming urothelial origin (Fig. 3).

Discussion
Metastasic infiltration of the skin may occur due to direct tumor

invasion, hematogenous or lymphatic spread, or as a result of iat-
rogenic implantation of tumor cells.' Urinary bladder malignancies
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E-mail address: walidkerkeni@gmail.com (W. Kerkeni). Figure 1. Pigmented and flat skin lesion of the back.
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13.5 mm (2D)

Figure 2. CT scan showing subcutaneous nodule extending to the anterior abdominal
wall.

altogether account for 0.84% of cutaneous metastases.”> Diagnosis
requires histological confirmation by microscopic examination of a
skin biopsy.* Prognosis of patients with bladder cancer cutaneous
spread is generally poor with less than 1 year median survival.’
In addition to cisplatine-based chemotherapy, local skin radiation
therapy may be also conducted.’
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Figure 3. Histology showing skin infiltration from an urothelial carcinoma with high
positive immunohistochemical staining for P63.

References

. Mueller TJ, Wu H, Greenberg RE, et al. Cutaneous metastases from genitourinary

malignancies. Urology. 2004;63:1021—-1026.

. Fujita K, Sakamoto Y, Fujime M, Kitagawa R. Two cases of inflammatory skin

metastasis from transitional cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder. Urol Int.
1994;53:114—116.

. Kumar PV, Salimi B, Musallaye A, Tadayyon A. Subcutaneous metastasis from

transitional cell carcinoma of the bladder diagnosed by fine needle aspiration
biopsy. A case report. Acta Cytol. 2000;44:657—660.

. Lin CY, Lee CT, Huang JS, Chang LC. Transitional cell carcinoma metastasis to arm

skin from the renal pelvis. Chang Gung Med J. 2003;26:525—529.

. Block CA, Dahmoush L, Konety BR. Cutaneous metastases from transitional cell

carcinoma of the bladder. Urology. 2006;67:846.e15—846.e17.


http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2214-4420(16)30209-1/sref5

	Transitional Bladder Cell Carcinoma Spreading to the Skin
	Case report
	Discussion
	Conflict of interest
	References


