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The skin affection described wunder this
name by Hanson 18 very common, especially
in children, in Madras during the hot weather.
Castellani, in his book on tropical diseases
written in conjunction With Chalmers, and in
his article on skin diseases in Bygm and
Archibald's  Practice of Medicine in the
Tropics," describes the conditiorll Lllnder the
name pyosis and names four varieties, pyosis
uiansoni, tropica, pa]_mar:.]_s and corlettl.l Tl'?e
particular varielty tol which .we. refer fits .1r1
most closely With Pis description ©of pyosis
mansoni. The papular eruption, becoming
first vesicular and then rapidly pustular, with
the well marked reddish ring and little, if any,
crust formation, is the characteristic feature
of this condition. In Madras both extremities
and, less commonly, the axilla are the most
common sites. Contrary to Castellani's ex-
periences elsewhere, the inguinal region is
comparatively rarely affected in the Madras

cases.

The cause of the affection is variously given
py the authors we have mentioned. Manson-
Bahr states in general terms that it is due to
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pyogenic cocci." Castellani describes the
constant pregence in the fluid of the blisters of
a diplococcus, the aurococcus (of Winslow and
Rogers, 1905), whose colonies are of a golden
yellow colour and which he gays is the causal
organism. We have examined some hundreds
of these cases and ggree that this yellow
coccus 1§ constantly present, particularly in the
later gtages, once the contents Of the vesicle
have become cloudy. In earlier vesicles, how-
ever, we have with equal frequency isolated a
streptococcus, growing wost eagily om blood
or serum media but also after subculture on
agar, which forms a minute clear translucent
colony a@nd we 1look ypop this streptococcus to
be the prj_mary cause and aurococcus to be a
Secondary infection occurring in the more
mature bullce. With a view to determining
the exact pogition ©f this gtreptococcus, we
have lately examined in detail the organisms
grown from 24 typical cases of the disease.
In each case the gtreptococcus was found. In
smears from the fluid of the blister the organ-
1SM appears as a small Gram-positive diplococ-
cus. The colonies on serum or agar media
are extremely minute, clear, translucent and
discrete. They are not soluble in 20 ,ep cent,
bile and they do not ferment insulin serum
water. They are definitely hemolytic when
grown on human blood zgar. All the strains
isolated gave identical fermentations in
Holman's carbohydrated medium.

Glucose Lactose Mannite Salicin.

These fermentations are those of strepto-
coccus subacidus according te Holman's classi-
fication. The mere fact that all the cases
produced = similar type of organism is strong

evidence that the streptococcus in question is
the cause of this definite clinical entity. It

has long been customary in Madras to treat
the affection by means of a vaccine prepared
from this organism which has gained
cons%derable locaI'L' celebrity and is known as

the  pemphigus streptococcus owing to its
unfailing powers ©Of cure. The vaccine is ad-
ministered in doses of 5, 10, 15 and 20 millions
at intervals of from four to six days. Itis rarely
however that the full four doses are requj_red’
the condition disappearing after the second or
third dose with the greatest reqularity.
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