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Dear Editor , 

We read, with significant interest, the article recently published

by the colleagues Li and Saleh [1] . The study aimed to examine the

effects of COVID-19 on pediatric patients with acute appendicitis

(PAA) with regard to presentations and complications. The authors

performed a chart review of pediatric patients admitted with a di-

agnosis of appendicitis from March to June 2020. The data were

then compared with an equivalent ‘pre pandemic’ period. 

Despite certain additional details analyzed by the colleagues

(i.e., presenting symptoms, blood work, and vitals), the study is

substantially comparable to the study published by La Pergola

et al., in 2020 [2] . The latter was conducted as the first retrospec-

tive and multicentric review of the cases of pediatric appendicitis

in a large COVID-19 pandemic area. The study conducted by our

group analyzed data from the first wave of the pandemic in Italy

when the mortality for SARS-CoV-2 reached its peak [3] . Although

few reports showed a delay in diagnosis in the pediatric depart-

ments during the pandemic [4] and the impact of COVID-19 pan-

demic on the surgical activity was well-known [5] , our data did not

confirm a statistically significant decrease in the number of PAA

and an increase of complicated AA. 

Our multicentric study was not mentioned nor taken into ac-

count in the discussion conducted by Li and Saleh. In light of the

opposite results obtained by the two studies, we feel that the con-

clusions drawn by the authors that state that the pandemic would

lead to later presentation of PAA to healthcare facilities, and with

more severe illness at the time of presentation, should be limited

to a certain geographic area and as a specific result in one health-

care system during the pandemic. 

References 

[1] Li C, Saleh A. Effect of COVID-19 on pediatric appendicitis presentations and

complications. J Pediatr Surg 2022 S0 022-3468(22)0 0 029-X. Advance online

publication. doi: 10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2021.12.047 . 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2022.03.026 

0022-3468/© 2022 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 
[2] La Pergola E, Sgrò A, Rebosio F, et al. Appendicitis in children in a large Italian

COVID-19 pandemic area. Front Pediatr 2020;8:600320. doi: 10.3389/fped.2020.
600320 . 

[3] Italian Ministry of Health, COVID-19 Monitoring; https://www.salute.gov.it/

portale/nuovocoronavirus/archivioMonitoraggiNuovoCoronavirus.jsp . 
[4] Lazzerini M, Barbi E, Apicella A. Delayed access or provision of care in Italy

resulting from fear of COVID-19. Lancet Child Adolesc Health 2020;4(5):e10–11.
doi: 10.1016/S2352-4642(20)30108-5 . 

[5] Leva E, Morandi A, Sartori A. Correspondence from Northern Italy about
our experience with COVID-19. J Pediatr Surg 2020;55(5):985–6. doi: 10.1016/j.

jpedsurg.2020.03.028 . 

Beatrice Montanaro

Pediatric Surgery Department, Bergamo Hospital, ASST Papa

Giovanni XXIII, Bergamo, Italy

Pediatric Surgery School, University of Brescia, Brescia, Italy

Federico Rebosio

Pediatric Surgery School, University of Brescia, Brescia, Italy

Pediatric Surgery Department, Children’s Hospital, ASST Spedali

Civili, Brescia, Italy

Pietro Betalli

Pediatric Surgery Department, Bergamo Hospital, ASST Papa

Giovanni XXIII, Bergamo, Italy

Enrico La Pergola ∗

Pediatric Surgery Department, San Bortolo Hospital, Azienda ULSS 8

Berica, Vicenza, Italy

∗Corresponding author.

E-mail address: enrico.lapergola@aulss8.veneto.it (E. La Pergola)

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2022.03.026
http://www.ScienceDirect.com
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/jpedsurg
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2022.03.026&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2021.12.047
https://doi.org/10.3389/fped.2020.600320
https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/nuovocoronavirus/archivioMonitoraggiNuovoCoronavirus.jsp
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2352-4642(20)30108-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2020.03.028
mailto:enrico.lapergola@aulss8.veneto.it
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2022.03.026

	Response to: Effect of COVID-19 on pediatric appendectomy presentations and complications
	References


