
Aim:
To assess the quality of life of women with breast cancer in
remission.
Methods:
A cross-sectional study was conducted among women with
breast cancer, treated at the maternity ward of the University
Hospital Farhat Hached in Sousse during the period from
January 1, 2013 to December 31; 2017. The patients were
surveyed 24 to 60 months after their cancer diagnosis. The
quality of life was assessed using the European Organization
for Research and Treatment of Cancer Quality of Life
Questionnaire (EORTC QLQ-C30) and its breast cancer
supplementary measure (QLQ-BR23).
Results:
100 breast cancer patients were recruited with a mean age of 52
� 8 years. The mean Global Health Status was 77.5
(SD = 25.5). From the QLQ-C30, the mean score in the
functioning scale was highest for ‘social functioning’ (93;
SD = 16.3), while the mean score in the symptom scale was
highest for ‘Pain’ (39, SD = 20.5). From the QLQ-BR23, the
mean score for functioning scale was highest for ‘Sexual
Pleasure’ (88.33; SD = 21.9) while the mean score in the
symptom scale was highest for ‘upset by hair loss’ (56;
SD = 15.2). The global health Status was significantly asso-
ciated with professional category; health condition; age and
type of treatment.
Conclusions:
The results of the present study demonstrated the importance
of a global therapeutic management that specifically targets the
physical and psychological needs of breast cancer survivors.
Improving doctor-patient communication has a central role
during clinical approach to ensure the success of diagnostic
and treatment strategies.
Key messages:
� Importance of a global therapeutic management tha target

the quality of Life of cancer patients.
� Improving doctor-patient communication has a central role

during clinical approach to ensure the success of diagnostic
and treatment strategies.
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Objective:
The objective of this study was to analyze the effect of COVID-
19 on routine maternal and newborn health services in three
referral facilities in Guinea.
Methods:
This was a cross-sectional study using routine facility data
covering two years (2019-2021). COVID-19 effects were
quantified using interrupted time series models. The use of
services (intra-hospital deliveries and neonatal admissions)
and outcomes (obstetric complications and neonatal deaths)
were analyzed for the periods before (March 2019-February
2020), and during (March 2020-February 2021) the COVID-
19.
Results:
The mean number of monthly deliveries did not vary
significantly before and during COVID-19 but that of induced
labor increased significantly during COVID-19 (p < 0.001).
Also, the monthly mean of neonatal admissions significantly
decreased during COVID-19 (167 versus 124; p < 0.001). The
mean number of monthly hospitalizations significantly
decreased (123 before COVID-19 versus 87 during;
p = 0.001). The mean number of monthly neonatal admissions
in the pre-COVID-19 period significantly increased.
Immediately after the start of the epidemic in Guinea
(March 12, 2020), admissions declined significantly (64
admissions, 95%CI 102-27; p = 0.001). The mean number of
monthly maternal deaths increased significantly during the
pandemic (p = 0.002), as did the number of babies with low
birth weight (p = 0.04). In the pre-COVID-19 period, there was
a monthly increase of three neonatal deaths (95%CI 1.5 - 4;
p = 0.001) but from the start of COVID-19, the monthly trend
declined significantly and continued throughout the COVID-
19 period (5 deaths/month, 95%CI 7-3).
Conclusions:
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic is jeopardizing efforts to
achieve Millennium Development Goals for maternal and child
health in urban settings in Guinea. For the country’s health
system to be resilient to crises such as COVID-19, there is a
need for interventions to ensure the continuity of maternal and
neonatal care.
Key messages:
� COVID-19 decreased monthly hospitalizations but

increased maternal deaths in big urban maternities in
Guinea.
� COVID-19 decreased neonatal admissions and deaths but

increased low birth weight in referral neonatal units in
Conakry, Guinea.
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Objectives:
To better understand the mental health impact of disasters in
general and specifically the mental health health impact of the
COVID pandemic.
Humanity has witnessed disasters of all forms and from all
causes across the globe in recent decades; we have seen the
consequences on people, their health and on their mental
wellbeing. The presentations of the workshop will present
knowledge to answer the following questions: Could we have
known and planned for what to expect when a pandemic like
this was to hit? How were people’s lives really affected by this
pandemic and the subsequent measures taken? We do know
that COVID 19 as a disaster had a wider scale of social impacts

than it did physical ones. How does the isolation, inability to
work as usual and general downturn of ordinary life impact on
people? What if those persons already have a history of serious
life events or of mental illness? We search for answers to these
and other questions in this workshop of 3 differing
perspectives: First, Prof. Sandro Galea will present knowledge
on disaster and mental health, second we will identify specific
impacts on mental health on older persons (Jutta Lindert) and
third a view point from practice will help to better understand
perspectives of those involved in giving care in the community
during times of disaster such as the Covid-pandemic (Julian
Mamo).
Key messages:
� Disaster have not only short but as well long term impacts

on mental health.
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