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An 85-year-old mildly obese woman was referred to our

hospital due to peritoneal dialysis (PD) catheter dysfunction.

One month earlier, she had received PD catheter insertion

because of end-stage renal disease attributed to anti-

neutrophil cytoplasmic antibody (ANCA)-associated vasculi-

tis. She complained of abdominal pain even during the in-

itial PD solution infusion. Both PD fluid infusion and drain-

age immediately became impossible. Using abdominal radi-

ography and computed tomography (Picture 1-4), the PD

catheter was located in the peritoneal cavity. Considering the

possibility of PD catheter obstruction due to intraperitoneal

structures, such as the omentum, catheter repair surgery was

performed. However, during surgery, the catheter was found

to be located in the pre-peritoneal fat layer. The catheter was

therefore removed and reinserted. Accidental PD catheter

placement in the extra-peritoneal space should be considered

in cases of catheter malfunction manifesting immediately af-

ter insertion, although it is difficult to diagnose such cases

by imaging alone (1, 2).

The authors state that they have no Conflict of Interest (COI).

Division of Nephrology and Endocrinology, The University of Tokyo, Japan

Received: April 17, 2018; Accepted: May 27, 2018; Advance Publication by J-STAGE: August 24, 2018

Correspondence to Dr. Yoshifumi Hamasaki, yhamasaki-tky@umin.ac.jp



Intern Med 58: 147-148, 2019 DOI: 10.2169/internalmedicine.1396-18

148

References

1. Perlmutt LM, Braun SD, Cohan RH, Dunnick NR. Extraperitoneal

placement of Tenckhoff catheters: a cause of immediate malfunc-

tion. Am J Roentgenol 148: 1211-1212, 1987.

2. Figueiredo A, Goh BL, Jenkins S, et al; International Society for

Peritoneal Dialysis. Clinical practice guidelines for peritoneal ac-

cess. Perit Dial Int 30: 424-429, 2010.

The Internal Medicine is an Open Access journal distributed under the Creative

Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. To

view the details of this license, please visit (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

by-nc-nd/4.0/).

Ⓒ 2019 The Japanese Society of Internal Medicine

Intern Med 58: 147-148, 2019


