
experience and insights of tutors and fellow participants. The
development of study methodology was accompanied by
gathering of evidence and consultations with relevant
stakeholders.
Conclusions:
PHFS is a very useful approach to assess possible future
developments of public health system, achieve participation of
stakeholders, and to inform public health strategies. Following
finalisation of the early detection PHFS protocol, governing
board of the NSC will decide on the degree of implementation
of the study.
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Background:
The COVID-19 pandemic had indirect effects on segments of
the population affected with non-COVID-19 diseases e.g.
through delayed care and management of cancer patients.
Early diagnosis and appropriate treatment are key to improv-
ing patient outcomes and reducing societal and health care
costs. Tio support policymakers to anticipate these trends a
public health foresight study (PHFS) was done.
Methods:
The PHFS follows a structured approach provided through a
compact guide and is supervised by PHIRI team members. Its
evolution is measured through a template gathering data on
the study’s contextual information, objective, main target
groups, conceptual model, indicators, driving forces, time
horizon, spatial unit, identifying uncertainties, scenario logics,
scenario type, stakeholders, data, tools and instruments,
projection methods, communication strategy/products, and
the uptake of results and evaluation.
Results:
Several foresight elements were identified. Contextual infor-
mation on the resources and governance structure were
elucidated. The objective was made clear by identifying the
topic, general issue, and sub-issues of the initial study. A
conceptual model was developed to analyse the interaction of
the topic with other aspects that could influence it. The main
driving forces, which are factors that influence the studied
topic, were then determined through the DESTEP method.
Stakeholders were identified and classified through the power-
interest matrix.
Conclusions:
Establishing a foresight study on the indirect impact of the

COVID-19 pandemic on the care and management of cancer
patients allows exploring potential and unsuspected issues that
may affect society, health care systems, and patients. Those
groups should not be considered individually but as an
ecosystem continuously interacting, where a decision may
affect everyone. This type of information may be of high
relevance to policy- and decision-makers in their public health
interventions.
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Background:
The role of policymaking is to create the future that we want.
In its communication on Better Regulation, the European
Commission recognises the need for strategic foresight to play
a key role in helping to ‘future-proof’ EU policymaking. The
aim is to ensure that decisions are grounded in a longer-term
perspective. In times of rapid change, EU policymaking needs
to have impact assessments, fitness checks and major
regulatory evaluations informed by foresight. Strategic fore-
sight is also a powerful way to engage with stakeholders and
not only capture their perspectives, but also generate collective
intelligence in the areas of policy interest.
Lessons from EU policy making:
This fits within a broader effort at the Commission to be at the
forefront of excellence in policymaking in Europe and
worldwide. This is why the EU Policymaking Hub was
launched 2020. It offers a platform for policymakers to learn,
collaborate and share knowledge in EU policymaking,
introducing new capacity building offers. It aims at strength-
ening the Commission’s policymaking capacity through
anticipating, developing, implementing, monitoring, and
evaluating policies in an evidence-informed, transparent, and
collaborative way with stakeholders, citizens and experts.
Providing the policymaking community with a framework for
long-term competence development will strengthen the
profession, make it fit for the future, contribute to colleagues’
motivation and help the Commission to achieve its goals.
Conclusions:
Being futures literate covers a range of skills from anticipation
to the ability to run in-depth foresight processes. It spans a
range of abilities from having an anticipatory mindset to
scanning for change, understanding change and being able to
influence change. Since its inception, this competence frame-
work is at the base of an effort to train European civil servants
in foresight and to increase foresight literacy for application in
policymaking.

4.A. Workshop: Lessons from the response to
COVID-19 to inform strengthening of Essential
Public Health Functions
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Internationally, the COVID-19 pandemic has increased disease
burden and mortality, impacted mental health and wellbeing
and delayed diagnosis and treatment of non-COVID care. It
has been argued that, had sufficient funding of Public Health,
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