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The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) conceived
by the United Nations in 2015 along-with their associated
targets and indicators provide a pathway for holistic sustain-
able development at the regional, national and local stratum
(https://sdgs.un.org/). Furthermore, to track the global pro-
gress towards the 17 SDGs, the United Nations Department
of Economic and Social Affairs in collaboration with sev-
eral international agencies and organisations and backed by
data provided by various countries signatory to the SDGs
publishes ‘The Sustainable Development Goals Report’ on
an annual basis (https://sdgs.un.org/). This year’s report,
however, paints a grim picture in all (social, economic and
ecological) dimensions of sustainability as countries irre-
spective of their geographic location, population density and
national GDP have been adversely affected by the COVID-
19 pandemic, worsening climate crisis and violent conflicts
(United Nations 2022a). Concerns and gaps also exist in the
data acquisition process for the report as even-though the
number of indicators assessed increased from 115 (in 2016)
to 217 (in 2022), disaggregated data on the basis of sex, age,
disability status as well as for monitoring the progress of
vulnerable populations remains limited at the country scale.
Additionally, the report also highlighted the role of ICT and
digital infrastructure especially in the context of pandemic
surveillance and remote data collection (ITU 2020).

In terms of individual SDGs, the report clearly states
that the combined threat posed by the pandemic and the
ongoing Ukraine war could potentially increase the pre-
pandemic projections of people living in extreme poverty.
Moreover, national lockdowns and reduction in working
hours increased the proportion of the working population
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living in extreme poverty with low income countries having
the largest share of working poor as almost 40 percent of the
employed population reside in poor households (https://ilost
at.ilo.org/). Likewise, soaring rates of inflation combined
with supply chain disruptions resulted in inadequate access
to food thereby causing rise in food insecurity and limiting
progress towards SDG 2 (HLPE 2020; IPES-Food 2020).
SDG 3 (good health and well-being) targets also suffered
major setbacks with the pandemic resulting in increased
infections and mortality rates along-with disruption of
essential health services and basic immunization coverage
at the country scale (Rai et al. 2022; The Lancet 2022). Like-
wise, global school closures resulted in an estimated 147
million children missing out on more than half of in-person
instruction in 2020-21 and negatively impacted progress of
SDG 4. Gender Inequalities (SDG 5) in terms of political
leadership, parliamentary representation, employment losses
and domestic violence became more prominent during the
pandemic.

The report also acknowledges that ongoing efforts
towards access to safe drinking water and sanitation facili-
ties (SDG 6) as well as to affordable electricity (SDG 7)
have to be paced up to ensure global coverage of these basic
amenities. With respect to SDG 8 dealing with ‘decent work
and economic growth’ the report reiterates that the cascad-
ing effects of inflation, supply chain disruptions, emerging
COVID variants and ineffective administrative policies have
further impeded economic growth and recovery, similar to
the findings of Elavarasan et al. 2022 (Fig. 1).

Meanwhile, between country inequality which was esti-
mated to have fallen by 2.6 percent before the pandemic was
projected to have increased by 1.2 percent between 2017 and
2021. While on one hand this is bound to restrict the steady
trend of decline in income inequality apparent at the country
scale, on the other hand, it will also adversely affect the most
vulnerable groups within countries (Su et al. 2022; https:/
blogs.worldbank.org/).
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Multiple and intersecting crisis are a
threat to SDGs as they impact several
sectors such as food, nutrition,
health, education, environment,

peace and security

The COVID-19 pandemic has
negatively impacted the progress
attained on all SDGs with the
recovery being slow owing to the
emergence of new variants

Violent conflicts
occurring world-
wide has led to
forced
displacements, price
inflation, food
shortages and
created one of the
biggest refugee
crisis witnessed in
recent times

{4 ) United
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The Sustainable Development Goals Report

2022

Frequency of
heatwaves,
droughts, floods,
forest fires and
other climate
related disasters is
increasing world-
wide causing
significant damage
to diverse
ecosystems

Women, children and other
vulnerable populations have been
the worst hit with unemployment

among women and child labour
being on the rise

Increased investment in data
and statistics is crucial for
understanding the nature and
severity of challenges affecting
SDGs and overcoming them

Fig. 1 Key messages of ‘The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022” by United Nations (United Nations 2022c)

The report unambiguously establishes that while the
repercussions of the pandemic and the Ukraine crisis has
halted, limited or reversed progress attained by most SDGs
focused on the social dimension of sustainability, climate
change and exploitative human activities have been the
major drivers negatively impacting SDGs (13, 14 and 15)
targeting environmental sustainability. Rising temperatures
and anthropogenic mediated activities resulting in exploita-
tive resource extraction and emissions have accelerated coral
loss, sea level rise, frequency of natural disasters, global fish
stocks depletion and species extinction rate (IPCC 2022).
Despite rising threats and increasing scientific evidence
asserting the benefits of climate finance in decreasing car-
bon emissions (Lee et al. 2022), climate finance mobilization
did not meet the commitment made by developed countries
for aiding climate action in developing countries (United

Nations 2022a). Simultaneously, data estimates for SDG 12
indicate that unsustainable consumption patterns are result-
ing in excessive food loss and wastage with an approximate
17 percent of total food available to consumers being wasted
equating to 121 kg per person per year wastage. Reducing
food loss and wastage would not only positively impact SDG
2 but also reduce green-house emissions resulting from
dumping of food wastes in landfills (Adelodun and Choi
2020). Lastly, data aggregated for monitoring the progress of
SDG 17 targets accentuates the significance of establishing
statistical infrastructure and financing mechanisms at the
country scale especially since funding for data acquisition
in most major sectors (such as gender and climate) relevant
to the SDGs declined in 2020.

The data and figures presented in the present report are
weighted averages of the latest (June 2022) country scale
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data for indicators defined in the global indicator frame-
work for the SDGs (United Nations 2017). In addition to
the main report, ‘The Sustainable Development Goals Pro-
gress Chart 2022’ has also been published which provides
a visual representation of the progress attained at the global
and regional levels for select indicators under the UN-SDGs
(United Nations 2022b). Although, considerable variations
exist in terms of progress against the SDGs at various geo-
graphical scales and across different population groups,
the statistics clearly underline the distressing reality that
progress towards Agenda 2030 at the global scale has been
significantly impacted in the last 2 years and requires urgent
remedial measures and coordinated efforts from govern-
ments and citizens alike (https://news.un.org/).

Acknowledgements The author is grateful to the Director, IESD and
Dean, FESD for encouragement and also for providing necessary
facilities.

Declarations

Conflict of Interest Authors do not have any conflict of interest.

References

Adelodun B, Choi KS (2020) Impact of food wastage on water
resources and GHG emissions in Korea: a trend-based prediction
modelling analysis. J Clean Prod 271:122562. https://doi.org/10.
1016/j.jclepro.2020.122562

Elavarasan RM, Pugazhendhi R, Shafiullah GM et al (2022) Impacts
of COVID-19 on Sustainable Development Goals and effective
approaches to maneuver them in the post-pandemic environment.
Environ Sci Pollut Res 29:33957-33987. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s11356-021-17793-9

HLPE (2020) Food security and nutrition: building a global narrative
towards 2030. A report by the high level panel of Experts on food
security and nutrition of the committee on World Food Security,
Rome. Available at. https://www.fao.org/3/ca9731en/ca9731en.
pdf. Accessed 14 July 2022

IPCC (2022) Climate Change 2022: impacts, adaptation and vulner-
ability. Summary for policymakers. Intergovernmental panel on

@ Springer

climate change. Available at: https://report.ipcc.ch/arowg2/pdf/
IPCC_AR6_WGII_SummaryForPolicymakers.pdf. Accessed 14
July 2022

IPES-Food (2020) COVID-19 and the crisis in food systems: symp-
toms, causes and potential solutions. International panel of
Experts on sustainable food systems. Available at. https://www.
ipes-food.org/_img/upload/files/COVID-19_CommuniqueEN(3).
pdf. Accessed 14 July 2022

ITU (2020) Economic impact of COVID-19 on digital infrastructure.
International Telecommunication Union, Development Sector.
Available at: http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/pub/816783a2-en.
Accessed 14 July 2022

Lee C-C, Li X, Yu C-H, Zhao J (2022) The contribution of climate
finance toward environmental sustainability: new global evidence.
Energy Econ 111:106072. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eneco.2022.
106072

Rai PK, Sonne C, Song H, Kim K-H (2022) The effects of COVD-19
transmission on environmental sustainability and human health:
paving the way to ensure its sustainable management. Sci Total
Environ 838(2):156039. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2022.
156039

Su D, Alshehri K, Pagén JA (2022) Income inequality and the disease
burden of COVID-19: survival analysis of data from 74 countries.
Prev Med Rep 27:101828. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pmedr.2022.
101828

The Lancet (2022) Will the COVID-19 pandemic threaten the SDGs?
Lancet Public Health 5(9):E460. https://doi.org/10.1016/S2468-
2667(20)30189-4

United Nations (2017) Global indicator framework for the Sustainable
Development Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development. Adopted by UN General Assembly on 6th July,
2017. Available at: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/Global%
20Indicator%20Framework %20after%202022%20refinement_
Eng.pdf. Accessed 15 July 2022

United Nations (2022a) The sustainable development goals report
2022a. Available at: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022a/The-
Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf. Accessed 15
July 2022

United Nations (2022b) The sustainable development goals progress
chart 2022b. Available at: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/
2022b/Progress-Chart-2022.pdf. Accessed 15 July 2022

United Nations (2022c) Key messages: the sustainable development
goals report 2022c. Available at: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/
report/2022c¢/SDGs_Report_Key_Messages_2022.pdf. Accessed
15 July 2022


https://news.un.org/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.122562
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.122562
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-021-17793-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-021-17793-9
https://www.fao.org/3/ca9731en/ca9731en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/ca9731en/ca9731en.pdf
https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg2/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGII_SummaryForPolicymakers.pdf
https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg2/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGII_SummaryForPolicymakers.pdf
https://www.ipes-food.org/_img/upload/files/COVID-19_CommuniqueEN(3).pdf
https://www.ipes-food.org/_img/upload/files/COVID-19_CommuniqueEN(3).pdf
https://www.ipes-food.org/_img/upload/files/COVID-19_CommuniqueEN(3).pdf
http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/pub/816783a2-en
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eneco.2022.106072
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eneco.2022.106072
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2022.156039
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2022.156039
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pmedr.2022.101828
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pmedr.2022.101828
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2468-2667(20)30189-4
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2468-2667(20)30189-4
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/Global%20Indicator%20Framework%20after%202022%20refinement_Eng.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/Global%20Indicator%20Framework%20after%202022%20refinement_Eng.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/Global%20Indicator%20Framework%20after%202022%20refinement_Eng.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022a/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022a/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022b/Progress-Chart-2022.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022b/Progress-Chart-2022.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2022c/SDGs_Report_Key_Messages_2022.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2022c/SDGs_Report_Key_Messages_2022.pdf

	The COVID-19 Pandemic has Derailed the Progress of Sustainable Development Goals
	Acknowledgements 
	References




