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Observations e» M¥ BayntorfgsMethodof Treat-
il’lg Ulcers on the LegS. By Mr W. Sim-
mons, Member of the Corporation of Sur-
geons 1in Londont and Senior-Surgeon to

the Mancbejier Infirmary.

ulcers on the legs often come urr*
OLDer the review of the hofpital-fur-
geon, and are a fource of much mifery to
the lower orders of the people. The me-
thods of treating this complaint have been
defective, and fometimes the endeavours of
the furgeon have been fruftrated py the
patient. Hofpitals are crowded with cafes
??f this kind, unlefs reftridtive requlations be
adopted} and they furniih = ready caufe of
“pofition on fuch charities. After twice
admiffion into the Manchefter Infirmary,
they receive its benefits as out or home 5
ints only. For, previous to this rule, a
fet of thefe was a burden to the charity

eyery winter.
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Ulcers thus fituated, have received dii-
ferent appellations, indicative of their pecu-
liar nature, as, carious, fcrophulous, fcor-
butic, venereal, or cancerous, from being
combined with caries, fcrophula, fcurvy,
cancer, or the venereal poifon. Oor, from
being attended with fynqus, finus, callous
edges, or = varicofe ftate of the veins, they
have been termed the fungous, callou”, vari-
cofe, or finuous ulcers. Their defcription
and gppropriate treatment will be found de-
tailed in chiryrgical writers, as governed by
the prevailing opinions, 2t the refpeg&ive
periods of heir pyp]j ations.

It not yncommonly happens, that = com-
bination of the different kinds of ulcer takes

place, and that the callous is attended With
a fpecific morbid a&ion. The latter may

be removed, and yet the ulcer g, be in-
tractable, from alfummg the former charac-

a-

ter. Whatever plan of treatment be

dopted, it appears evidently the intention °

reduce it to the ftate of a limple ulcer. And
in this form, or when attended with callouS

edges, the plap oftreatment recommended by

MrBaynton, will, I apprehend, be extremely
propel*'
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proper The author has not referred it to

any particular fpecies of ulcer.

For fome yeayg I have Dbeen endeavour-
ing te form a ground ©f preference, in the
choice of remedies applicable to this com-

mon kind ofulcer ., and after a trial ofall of

them, the plan of Wifeman, ©f applying pre-
cipitate @nd light bandages, h@s gained =

decided preference. When the granulations
rife above the level of the fldn, the vi-

triol of copper has been fubftituted as re-
preffing them, and leaving the furface more
difpofed for cicatrization. Rhubarb, lo
ftrongly recommended by Mr Home, 1is
feeble in its powers when Compared with
precipitate_ But the admirable plan of
applying adhelive plafters, as directed by
Mxr Bayntonl frees the furgpon from far-
ther difficulty in his choice of means. The
principle of their operation ¢ exemplified
m the gpplication ©f fheet-lead, =as 5p-
proved by the late Mr Elfe; which, from
nicety in its gpplication, has fallen into dif-
ufe.

Mr Baynton obferves, that the efficacy

this plan depends o= the endeavour to

Y 3 bring
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bring the divided parts nearer together_

But whoever attends to its effed, on an ex-
tenfive old ylcer, on the anterior part of
lity of bringing the original fkin to gpproxi-1
mate. Admlttlng his fads, the benefit may
be produced in twe ways, jhjl, by ading
as a bandage, giving tone and removing in-
duration ; and, fecojidly, by keeping the
/ulcerated furface level with the furrounding
Ikin.  The ytjlity of bandaging ¢ 'ge-
nerally allowed, and it would feem that
= bandage ©of fuch materials i§ preferable,
by making a more fteady and uniform pref-
furc than a common roller. The procefs of
fkinnmg refembles the freezing of water,
or the cryftallization of falts, both of which
are facilitated by an even furfacel which is
eflential to the due Configuration of the
cryftals. On the fame principle it is, that
the adhefive platters are fo efficacious.

In an 0ld hollow ulcer, with hard callous

edges, the cure is gccomplifhed by the albiy
ing up ©f the cavity with new granulation
and the fubfidence of the neighbouring

parts. Whilft the former is going on, the 1"t-
teit
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ter is effedled by preffure inducing the ab-
fOIptiOIl of the thickened and indurated in-

teguments, ©occalioned by interftitial depo-
fition.  Thefe etwo points being attained,
cicatrization, or the cryftallization of Ikin,
will be greatly aflifted by keeping the fur-

face level. This ltage of the healing pro-
cefs takes place, in a beautiful and rapid

manner, under this treatment. But fliould
the granulations pe fuffered to rife above the
level of the adjoining fkin, an immediate

obftacle prefents itfelf, and the fkinning is
impeded’ That there is an extennve pro-
duction of new ikin, may Pe afcertained by
an admeafurement from day to day_
Viewing the introduction of this practice,
as one of the greateft improvements in me-

dern furgery, I have thus attempted an ex-
plication of the pripciple o= which it ads,

il a2 manner fomewhat different from its in-
ventor, hoping thereby te extend its ytility
I now apply it in all cafes where there has

en a deftrugion of common integument,
and I find that it does more in one Week,
than could be accomplilhed in feveral, ac-

Y 4 cording
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cording to the old method. In perfons of
an irritable flcin, the emplaftrum lithar-
gyri, anfwers equally well, and is not liable

to excite excoriation.

SECT.



