
A SUPPOSED RARE SYMPTOM IN MALARIA. 

To the Editor, " Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir,?South Lusliai Hills are notorious as a malarious dis- 
trict. About 80 per cent, of the cases treated are sufferers 
from malaria. Amongst the Government coolies, which 
constitute the largest number, especially in those who have 
lived in this climate for a period and have suffered from 

repeated attacks of ague, black pigmentary deposits are 

noticed on the tongue. These deposits generally begin at 
the sides of the tongue; when noticed early these are ob? 
served as minute dots, about the size of pics' heads and 
varyin ? in sha'ie* from brown to black. Then, as the con- 
stitutional affection progresses, these dots coalesce and form 
into patches. These patches may be observed on both the 
surfaces, but move commonly on the dorsum. The deposits 
are not necessarily always accompanied with enlarged spleeu 
and anajmia. Oa the other hand, they are comparatively rare 
amongst the sepoys, in whom enlargement of spleen and 
antemia are very common. In a few cases, these seemed 
to have some connection with scurvy. When treated early 
these deposits disappear with the administration of quinine, 
arsenic and good food. I had not yet any opportunity of 
making post-mortem examination of such a case, so as to 
enable me to not'* the conditions of the internal organs and 
to examine the patches microscopically. 1 do non know 
whether in other malarious districts this symptom is 
observed or not. 
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