
II.- -CASE OF IMPACTION OF DAMSON STONES IN THE RECTUM OF 

A CHILD. 

Reported by John Mitchell, M.D., Barnard Castle. 

Mr A called on the 18th Oct., 1869, and requested me to send his 

son, aged two years and nine months, " some medicine for the diarrhoea." 
In course of conversation he stated that he was afraid the child had 

swallowed two or three damson stones, for, on giving him castor oil the 

day before, some had come away. When I called later in the day I found 
him free from fever, with the pulse little accelerated, and no tenderness 
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over the bowels,?but suffering from paroxysms of pain, recurring at 

irregular intervals. Next morning his father came to say that he had 
removed a "canny few" stones from him during the night, that he 

feared there were still some remaining, and asked me to see him soon. 

Following him home, I made him place the boy on his knee, in lithotomy 
position, and removed from the rectum, by the finger, upwards of one 
hundred stones. Finding that still some remained, which I could not reach, 
I administered an enema, and then removed the whole. Altogether, I took 
away one hundred and forty-two; and, as his father thought, he might 
have got a " dozen or twa," it is probable, on a moderate calculation, that 
this child had swallowed no fewer than one hundred and sixty damson 
stones. He was convalescent next day, and has since suffered no incon- 
venience. 


