
Results: From 46 patients identified, 82.6% had B12 and folate checked
prior to therapy commencement, but 23.7% had an untreated folate de-
ficiency. 79.3% of patients receiving IMH had never been tested for anti-
IFAB; none of those tested were positive. A lack of awareness of the
NICE guidance was identified as a key cause for non-adherence.
Following the intervention, all 34 patients were appropriately investi-
gated. Out of these, 8.8% had positive anti-IFAB levels and following a
review of their clinical histories, all patients were commenced on ap-
propriate therapy.
Discussion: IMH can have great benefit; but it is invasive, has financial
and nursing-time implications, and increases the risk of contagion via
footfall in the practice. Thus, this multi-cycle audit shows that appro-
priate investigations prior to commencing therapy is key.
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Introduction: In response to the disruption to medical education
caused by COVID-19, there is a need for wide-scale robust medical edu-
cation research and the generation of research capacity for the future.
Trainee research collaboratives have demonstrated they can nurture
the research skills of students and trainees while delivering high qual-
ity research outputs. However, we have been unable to identify a per-
manent medical education research collaborative for trainees and stu-
dents.
Methods: We started the MedEd Collaborative in September 2020 to fill
this gap, consisting of a trainee- and student-led medical education re-
search collaborative supported by senior medical education experts
and clinicians.
Results: Our vision is to increase engagement of students and trainees
in high-quality medical education research that informs practice. The
MedEd Collaborative will engage students and trainees in medical edu-
cation research by completing at least one national multicentre study
per year, the first being the COVID Ready 2 study. This is a national
cross-sectional survey of the educational impact of medical student
volunteering during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Conclusions: We anticipate the MedEd collaborative will: increase ex-
posure to medical education research, thereby increasing the number
of medical students and trainees aiming to pursue an academic medi-
cal education career; provide training in medical education research
methodologies, such as qualitative analysis; improve the quality of
medical education research outputs from students and trainees; en-
courage collaboration between medical schools and deaneries; and
provide support to other trainee research collaboratives that aim to ex-
plore education research in their own specialties.
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Medical students’ mood adversely affected by COVID-19
pandemic: An interim analysis from the SPICE-19 prospective
cohort study of 2075 medical students and interim foundation

foundation year doctors. In order to support them appropriately both
now and, in the future, it is imperative that we understand the impact

it has had upon them. This study assessed the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic on medical students and interim foundation year doctors
across the United Kingdom (UK), and the support that they received
and sought.
Methods: A prospective, observational, multicentre study was con-
ducted. All medical students and interim foundation year doctors were
eligible to participate. The data analysis was carried out as detailed a
priori in the protocol.
Findings: A total of 2075 individuals participated in the SPICE-19 sur-
vey from 33 medical schools. There was a significant (p< 0.0001) de-
crease in participants’ mood when comparing their mood before the
pandemic to during the pandemic. Social distancing and more time at
home/with family were the factors that negatively and positively re-
spectively impacted the mood of the greatest number of participants.
All areas of life included in the survey were found to have been signifi-
cantly more negatively impacted than positively impacted (p< 0.0001).
931 participants wanted more support from their university.
Participants were mainly seeking support with exam preparation,
course material, and financial guidance.
Discussion: Medical and foundation schools need to prepare adequate
and effective support. If no action is taken, there may be a knock-on ef-
fect on workforce planning and the health of our future workforce.
When medical students return to their universities, there is likely to be
need for enhanced wellbeing support, adaptations in the short-term
and long-term strategies for medical education, and provision of finan-
cial guidance.
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Meeting urological cancer targets during Covid-19

Introduction & Objectives: The pandemic caused by Covid-19 has
caused significant strain on healthcare professionals across the globe.
Without downplaying the devastating effects of the virus itself, the col-
lateral damage – specifically in cancer targets – has only compounded
an already difficult time in medicine. Therefore, it was of the utmost
importance that we: strived to continue to meet our cancer targets, and
we analysed our success in addressing this.
Materials & Methods: A key factor was the proximity of a private
Nuffield hospital (GN) to the primary trust. GN acted as a ‘clean site’.
From 6th April 2020, 2 Xi Da Vinci robots and dedicated staff were relo-
cated to day surgery theatres with direct: access to GN. Endoscopic pro-
cedures occurred in GN theatres. Post-operative recovery happened in
GN. National guidelines were followed including COVID-19 symptom
screening, isolation and preoperative nasopharyngeal swabs. All the-
atre staff were swabbed weekly and worked solely at GN. Patients were
risk stratified prior to admittance. Cancer features and patient risk fac-
tors for COVID-19 were taken into account. Standard enhanced recov-
ery principles were applied throughout the patient’s journey. In the-
atre, we worked to ensure minimal staff numbers for safe practice were
present. We reviewed operations performed, alongside cancer (prostate
& bladder) pathway data from March to June 2020. For comparison
identical data from August to November 2019 was collected.
Results: There were a total of 369 cancer operations performed at our

March until June 2020. In comparison, 407 cancer operations
in the 4 months from August until November 2019. For

s, a: variety of robotic, endoscopic and open surgeries
with similar numbers seen in each.

we received 80 referrals for possible prostate malignancies
– June 2020, and 150 from August – November 2019. Days to

slightly better in March to June, but we did not find a statistical
e. We: found a statistically significant decrease in the number

it took for a patient to go from referral to diagnosis.
re, we also improved on the proportion of patients who had
osis told to them within 28 days, from 74% to 87%.

we received 134 referrals for possible bladder malignancies
rch – June 2020, and 81 from August – November 2019. We im-

proved on days to OPA for patients and time to flexible cystoscopy,
with both results carrying statistical significance. We were able to
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