Dr John O'Reardon, who lately gradua-
ted at the Univerfity of Edinburgh, and who
is at prefent in paris, in a letter to Dr Dun-
can, giVGS him the following account Ofa ve-
ry fingular cafe.

An unmarried woman, aged twenty-four
years, came to the Hofpital attached to the
Medical College of paris, and was there re-
ceived under the care Of Mx Duybois, firit fur-
geon ©f the Hofpital. Her complaint was a
lofs of fpeech, under which (lie had laboured
for more than five yearg prior to her admiflion.
She could cry and laugh in noify fits, and
burfts, but was incapable of the leaft modifi-
cation of voice. It was learnt from of

many
her relations, and from herfelf, as fhe could

write, that heing in a ftate of general and.pro-
fufe perfpiration o= = fummer's day, fhe plun-
ged into a cold poth, after which fhe was im-

mediately affliged by = fevere fever, which
terminated in dumbnefs.

Mj- Dubois having examined her with
much attention, could perceive no fign of mal-

coriformatioo
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conformation in the organs of fpeech., He
then determined to make a trial of burning
with moxa, in expe&ation of deriving fome
benefit from jt. and he executed his purpoie
a few weeks ago. He applied three of them

in fucceffion between the fhoylders, during
whichv the patient cried in a moft moving
manner, but without the articulation of a
fingle fyllable, until the end of the gperation,
when the founds La, La, were fuppofed to be
diftinguiihed at intervals. She was then per-
mitted to be quiet’ and in the mean time was
directed to exped a renewal of the fame ex-
periment, or the application of a blifter to the
neck.

On the following day, the furgeon requeft-
ed of her to gjye him written information re-
fpecting her feelings and her fentiments on
the occalion. She accordingly wrote, " That,
in her opinion, nothing but the efforts which
fhe would be forced to make during the pain-
ful operation of the moxa, would caufe the
recovery Of her fpeech ; that fince the com-
mencement Of her i]lpefs, (lie never perceived
herfelf fo near fpeaking == during the torture
of the late gpplication ; and that from a bli-

frer {he expedled to derive no advantage."
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On the 8th day, 2 frefli moxa was applied
to the left fide of her peck the burning of
which caufed the patient to cyy with much
vehemence ; pbyt, in the greateft ardour of
her painl as well as of her convulfive Thrieks, .

flie, to the fyrprize of all prefent, was heard

to pronounce, in a diftinct manner, the fol-

lowing words : Pa, Pa, Pa, Mon pgpz, Mon
Dieu, Ma, Ma, Ma chere Maman. She foon
repeated thefe words, and afterwards fpoke

many Others without difficulty. The moxa was

then removed unconfumed; and the poor girl,
ftill in tears, embraced her furgeon with wild
tranfports ©f joy and gratitude. I had a
pretty long converfation with her twenty
days after thig, and found her then fpeaking

with as much eafe as any other woman in

Paris.

To explain the luccefs of this operation by-
theory, is perhaps = matter of fome §ifficylty.
But the faculty of fpeech w=s probably =e-
frored in confequence ©f the violent adion
imparted to the mufcles and nerves Of the
part. To a cure having been effected by the
burning in this inftance, no reafonable gbjec-
tion can, in my mind, be ftarted, unlefs it be
that fhe deceived all her friends

and

fuppofed,



MEDICINE, 1802. 455

and gcquaintance by an affesation of dumb-
nefs dquring the fpace of five years; = decep-
tion which, uniformly carried om by a we-
man for fuch a length of time, would to me
appear much more wonderful than the cure.
Mxr Dubois ufed the moxa with the fame
fuccefs about four yearg ag0, in the cafe of a
woman who became dumb during the fU.p-
preflion of her menfes. He is yery partial to
this cruel remedy, and has often ufed it with
various fuccefs in affections of the knee-joint,

rheumatifm, &-c.



