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Measles vaccination and prevention in big cities in China
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Despite the tremendous progress in

controlling measles in China, there
was measles outbreak in Beijing which
was a result of cluster of unvaccinated
people or people failure to vaccinate. In
order to accelerate measles control efforts
and achieve and high levels of measles
immunity, it is helpful to implement
more targeted management strategy.

Though the past decades has see tre-
mendous progress in controlling measles
worldwide, it seems that measles elimina-
tion goal may not be achieved on time.'
There was outbreaks of measles in the
United States,” and Beijing’s disease con-
trol and prevention center has reported an
outbreak of measles in downtown Beijing
in China.” The number of measles cases in
Beijing from January 1 to February 28 in
2015 was 397, and there was an increase
in measles cases of 87.3% above that of
the corresponding period of last year.*

The recent surge in measles cases in
Beijing was a result of cluster of unvacci-
nated people or people failure to vacci-
nate. As is well-known that measles can be
prevented by immunization effectively,5’6
China has introduced free routine measles
vaccination and strengthened measles
vaccination over a long period of time.
Nonetheless, there was an increase in
the number of measles cases in Beijing.
The main reason was that a portion of
people did not receive measles vaccine or
failed to develop immunity against mea-
sles. People who boycotted measles vacci-
hesitated to get
immunization were afraid of adverse

nation or measles

events following immunization, or saw no
necessary to take measles vaccination.

While, some people did not have any idea
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why they should get measles vaccination
or where to get vaccination, or they just
had no time for measles vaccination.
Additionally, with the development of
economy, a large number of migrate
workers swam into big cities in China
which added to the mobility of population
and overcrowded dwelling, making it
straitened circumstance to promote mea-
sles vaccination. It was hard to check their
children’s immunization record to find
out whether they have gotten measles vac-
cination in time or not.

In order to prevent and control mea-
sles, focused strategy should be carried
out. First, along with the national
immunization  program,
should rev up publicity of free measles

government

vaccination policy and measles immuni-
zation safety with national and regional
medium to raise public awareness of
measles vaccination, alleviate or elimi-
nate doubts about the safety of the vac-
cine, and build public confidence and
demand for measles immunization.
Clinical and public health

workers should use their professional

doctors

knowledge to promote measles vaccina-
tion to public, especially the floating
population and migrant workers, to
improve measles vaccination coverage.
Second, channels of measles vaccination
should be expanded. People usually get
measles  vaccination in community
health service center in China. How-
ever, some floating population especially
migrant workers do not know where to
get measles vaccination for their chil-
dren or themselves, or they just hardly
have time to get vaccination. So door-
to-door services may be helpful for
migrant  workers and  should be
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provided when necessary. Migrant
workers often gathered in their work-
place or community, hence it is conve-
health workers to offer

immunization service. Third, strength-

nient for

ened measles vaccination should be pro-
vided more frequently. Besides the
current strengthened measles vaccina-
tion, more supplementary immunization
and additional support may be required
barrier

to guarantee immunization

against measles virus.
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