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Abstract
Purpose In 2017, the European Alliance against Depression (EAAD) programme was introduced in the Netherlands through 
the creation of six local Suicide Prevention Action Networks (SUPRANET Community). This programme consists of inter-
ventions on four levels: (1) a public awareness campaign, (2) training local gatekeepers, (3) targeting high-risk persons in 
the community and (4) training of primary care professionals. This study aims to gain insight into the effectiveness of the 
SUPRANET programme on attitudinal changes in the general public by studying the exposure–response relationship.
Methods A repeated cross-sectional design, using general population surveys to measure key variables over time. The surveys 
were conducted in the six intervention regions (N = 2586) and in the Netherlands as a whole as a control region (N = 4187) 
and include questions on socio-demographic variables, brand awareness of the Dutch helpline, perceived taboo on suicide, 
attitudes towards depression and help-seeking. To examine the exposure–response relationship, regions were differentiated 
into 3 groups: low, medium and high exposure of the SUPRANET programme.
Results The results revealed that respondents in the intervention regions considered professional help to be more valuable 
and were more likely to be familiar with the Dutch helpline than respondents in the control region. In the exposure–response 
analyses, the grading of effects was too small to reach statistical significance.
Conclusion Our study provides the first evidence for the effectiveness of the SUPRANET Community programme on creat-
ing attitudinal change in the general public.
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Introduction

In the Netherlands, 1811 people died by suicide in 2019 
[1], more than two and a half times the number of fatal road 
casualties of that same year (661) [2]. Dutch suicide rates 

appear to have stabilised since 2013 with around 11 sui-
cides per 100,000 inhabitants, of whom more than two-thirds 
(68%) are men [3]. Almost 40% of Dutch citizens who died 
by suicide were in specialised mental health care treatment 
at the time of their death, meaning that the majority did not 
find their way to specialised care [4].

The World Health Organisation (WHO) recognises sui-
cide as preventable and argues that it should be high on the 
global public health agenda. It proposes that it is essential 
to use comprehensive multisectoral strategies with commu-
nity-level approaches that take social, psychological and 
cultural impact into account. As suicide is surrounded by 
stigma, shame and misunderstanding, community engage-
ment is vital. Communities can reduce risk and strengthen 
protective factors by providing social support and follow-up 
care, raising awareness, fighting stigma and supporting those 
bereaved by suicide [5]. Raising awareness and fighting 
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stigmas on help-seeking behaviour is crucial as research 
shows that stigmas related to mental health disorders and 
-services are an important reason for insufficient help-seek-
ing [6–8]. For this reason, focussing on attitudinal factors is 
a key aspect of suicide prevention policies.

In 2001, a four-level intervention programme was imple-
mented in the German city of Nuremberg, called The Nurem-
berg Alliance against Depression (NAD). The NAD was a 
high-intensity, 2-year action programme against depres-
sion and suicidality. Evaluation of the programme showed 
a significant reduction in the number of suicidal acts [9, 
10]. Since then, this four-level intervention concept has been 
adopted by more than 70 regions in Germany within the 
German Alliance against Depression and has led in 2004 to a 
European-wide collaboration funded by the European Com-
mission; the European Alliance against Depression (EAAD) 
[11]. The research project OSPI-Europe (Optimising Sui-
cide Prevention Programmes and their Implementation in 
Europe) has evaluated the intervention in four European cit-
ies in Germany, Hungary, Portugal and Ireland. Aggregated 
data demonstrated no significant effect of the intervention 
on suicidal behaviour. The previously observed preventive 
effects on suicidal behaviour in the Nuremberg programme 
were only replicated in Portugal [12]. In contrast, Hofstra 
and colleagues conducted a systematic review and meta-
analysis and found that suicide prevention interventions are 
effective in preventing both completed and attempted sui-
cides, with a significant effect of the number of levels in the 
intervention on effect size [13].

This paper provides a report of a test of the effects of 
an intervention based on the shared multilevel approach of 
the EAAD model, namely: the Suicide Prevention Action 
Network (SUPRANET) Community programme [14]. This 
programme was introduced in six intervention regions in the 
Netherlands in January 2017, as part of the Dutch National 
Agenda for Suicide Prevention. Although both interventions 
consider suicidality to be an important outcome measure, 
there is a significant difference in communication strategy. 
While EAAD’s public awareness campaign focuses mainly 
on depression, the SUPRANET campaign addresses suicide 
directly [14, 15]. The SUPRANET programme is coordi-
nated by 113 Suicide Prevention, the suicide prevention hel-
pline and expertise centre in the Netherlands.

A companion paper on the SUPRANET public awareness 
campaign, showed that the campaign was predominantly 
visible among the younger generation (< 25 years). The 
respondents who indicated having seen the public awareness 
campaign showed more openness towards seeking profes-
sional help and were considerably more likely to be familiar 
with the Dutch suicide prevention helpline. In contrast to 
expectations, campaign awareness also seemed to relate to 
a higher perceived taboo on suicide and a lower estimation 
of the value of professional help [16].

Because of the interactions between components and 
the synergistic effects that might arise within a multilevel 
prevention programme, it is not possible to determine the 
reach and contribution of each component in the totality of 
this intervention [17, 18]. Given this, the aim of our quasi-
experimental study was to gain insight into the impact of the 
Suicide Prevention Action Networks on attitudinal changes 
in the general public by studying the exposure–response 
relationship. This is possible because the level of imple-
mentation of the intervention varied across the six interven-
tion regions. We hypothesise that the attitudinal change and 
brand awareness of the Dutch helpline among the general 
public was greater in the intervention regions as compared to 
the control region and the highest in the region with the most 
exposure to the SUPRANET Community intervention. The 
findings of this study will be used to facilitate the nationwide 
implementation of this programme and will add to a growing 
body of research on the effectiveness of multilevel preven-
tion programmes.

Methods

The SUPRANET community programme

In 2017, the SUPRANET Community programme was 
introduced in the Netherlands. SUPRANET Community is 
a 2-year multicomponent and multisetting suicide preven-
tion programme. It was modelled on EAAD and consists of 
four levels: (1) increasing the awareness of suicide by local 
public awareness campaigns; (2) training local gatekeepers; 
(3) targeting high-risk persons in the community; and (4) 
the training and support of professionals in primary care 
settings. The implementation of the programme started in 
six intervention regions (see Fig. 1). In such a community, a 
network of local multidisciplinary teams and organisations 
shared ownership and responsibility for the prevention of 
suicide within a geographical region. More information 
on the selection process of the intervention regions can be 
found in the study protocol by Gilissen et al. [14].

Level 1: local public awareness campaigns

Local public awareness campaigns were based on a national 
campaign launched by 113 Suicide Prevention. The cam-
paign called De vraag van je leven, which can be translated 
as “The question of your life”, was aimed at the general 
public, as well as healthcare providers, general practition-
ers and other professionals. The campaign carried the mes-
sage that asking one question can make a difference and 
intended to contribute to breaking the taboo on talking about 
suicide. The campaign aimed to educate the public in rec-
ognising the signs of suicidal thoughts, giving practical tips 
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and guidelines on how to manage suicidality and bring to 
the attention that one can turn to 113 Suicide Prevention 
for help. The national public awareness campaign had five 
different “waves” of two or three weeks and started in Feb-
ruary 2017 and ended in November 2018. More detailed 
information about the national and regional public awareness 
campaigns can be found in Van der Burgt et al. [16].

Level 2: training local gatekeepers

The fact that the majority of people who died by suicide did 
not find their way to specialised care, illustrates the impor-
tance of recognising and assisting people with suicidal ide-
ation within community settings. In 2008, the gatekeeper 
training was tailored for implementation in the Netherlands 
[19]. Since then, many professionals in various employment 
sectors, such as teachers, police officers, railway employ-
ees and healthcare professionals, have completed the train-
ing. The Dutch gatekeeper training has shown to be effec-
tive in improving participant’s knowledge on suicide and 

addressing suicidality and in their self-confidence to conduct 
a dialogue on suicide and suicidal thoughts [20].

Level 3: targeting high‑risk persons in the community

The SUPRANET regions were encouraged to actively 
approach specific risk groups, who are known to be espe-
cially vulnerable for developing suicidal thoughts. In some 
regions this included an intervention for people within 
the LGBT + community, other regions preferred to target 
people on disability or welfare, youth, students, farmers or 
middle-aged people (especially men). Examples of interven-
tions include providing information about suicide preven-
tion at schools and establishing contacts with organizations 
involved or working with high-risk groups.

Fig. 1  The six SUPRANET communities. Colouring represents the population density of the region
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Level 4: the support of professionals in primary care 
settings

The final component of the SUPRANET Community inter-
vention includes the support of primary care professionals 
(PCPs) to stimulate the signalling and exploration of suicidal 
ideation and concrete suicide plans among their patients. 
In the SUPRANET regions, a suicide prevention training 
was offered to primary care professionals. This training was 
based upon the multidisciplinary guideline for diagnosis and 
treatment of suicidal behaviour [21]. In addition to the train-
ing, materials were offered to the PCPs. These materials 
included a checklist to use during consultations, flyers and 
posters aimed at patients to encourage talking about suicidal 
thoughts and modules on suicide and medication to inform 
about which medication might induce or reduce suicidality 
and which medication is often used for suicide attempts [22].

The exposure–response measure

The implementation of the SUPRANET Community pro-
gramme varied between the six intervention regions, with 
most of them missing components of the EAAD model. 
There was only one region, in the north of the Netherlands, 
where the intervention was implemented as intended in the 
studied timeframe. In this region, general practitioners and 
gatekeepers were trained, the public awareness campaign 
was widely spread, with posters placed in various public 
places (like pharmacies, supermarkets, churches, sports 
clubs and inside buses). Advertorials were used, information 
meetings were organised and there was a collaboration with 
local broadcasters for radio- and TV spots and interviews 
in the local language. High-risk groups were, amongst oth-
ers, targeted by a photo exposition aimed at LGBT+ youth, 
participation in a local canal pride and collaborations with 
the educational and agricultural sector. The national public 
awareness campaign was visible across the country but only 
the intervention regions were part of the multilevel and mul-
ticomponent intervention. For this reason, the Netherlands as 
a whole was categorised as “low exposure”. The one region 
that had the ultimate implementation of all four levels was 

categorised as “high exposure”. The remaining five interven-
tion regions, that managed to implement two or three levels, 
were labelled as “medium exposure”.

Study design and procedure

This study has a repeated cross-sectional design and uses 
general population surveys to measure key variables over 
time. The surveys were conducted in the six intervention 
regions and in the Netherlands as a whole as a control 
region. Respondents were recruited through Survey Sam-
pling International (now known as Dynata), which main-
tains a demographically diverse online panel of people who 
have registered to participate in selected surveys. When 
members of the panel log onto Dynata’s website, they are 
randomly directed (with the use of a survey router system) 
to available surveys based on their demographic charac-
teristics. The panel members also receive a modest reward 
[23]. Due to this router system, it was not possible to col-
lect response rates. Although Dynata made several efforts 
to ensure that the samples in this study represent different 
age groups, educational levels, genders, household situations 
and occupational statuses, it should be considered as a con-
venience sample. The data consists of four measurements, 
timed to be able to capture the effect of the intervention as 
best as possible. The baseline measurement was conducted 
before SUPRANET Community’s start in January 2017 
(T0, N = 1670). The second measurement took place just 
after the first public awareness campaign wave in May 2017 
(T1, N = 1662). The third and fourth measurements took 
place one year (T2, N = 1722) and  two years after the start 
of SUPRANET Community (T3, N = 1719), respectively. 
Respondents in longitudinal studies may become condi-
tioned to the study in which they are participating; they may 
remember and repeat their previous answers, or become sen-
sitised to the research topic [24]. This is why each measure-
ment contains a new representative sample of adults (aged 
18 +) from the Dutch general population; 1000 for the con-
trol region and approximately 100 per intervention region. 
Figure 2 illustrates a timeline of those four measurements 
with the number of respondents for each measurement.

Fig. 2  Timeline of the four 
measurements
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Survey instrument

The same digital survey was used for each measurement. 
This survey gathered information on sociodemographic 
information (including gender, age, region, educational level 
and household situation), brand awareness of the Dutch hel-
pline and perceived taboo on suicide. Moreover, the Dutch 
Depression Stigma Scale (DSS) and the Attitude towards 
Seeking Professional Psychological Help Short Form 
(ATSPPH-SF) were included. The Dutch DSS measures the 
stigma associated with depression and consists of two sub-
scales: the Personal Stigma Scale and the Perceived Stigma 
Scale. Both subscales consist of nine items about depression. 
Responses to the items are measured on a five-point Likert 
scale ranging from “strongly disagree” to “strongly agree” 
[25]. ATSPPH-SF also contains two subscales: “Openness 
to Seek Treatment for Emotional Problems” and “Value and 
Need in Seeking Treatment”. Both subscales consist of five 
items assessed on a four-point Likert scale ranging from 
“disagree” to “agree” [26]. More detailed information about 
the survey instrument can be found in Van der Burgt et al.
[16].

Statistical analysis

All statistical analyses were conducted using IBM SPSS 
Statistics version 25.0 and the “stats” package in R version 
3.5.1. To investigate the overall impact of the intervention, 
the six intervention regions have been as compared to the 
control region using multivariable linear regression mod-
els to predict respondents’ scores on the five continuous 
outcomes: perceived taboo, the two subscales of the DSS 
and the ATSPPH-SF. Multiple logistic regression analysis 
was used for the binary outcome; brand awareness. Time, 
age, gender and educational level were expected to have an 
effect on the key variables and were, therefore, included as 
confounders. In order to gain insight into the differences 
between the intervention regions and the control region over 
time, these models were extended with interaction variables 
between “time” and “intervention region”. Additionally, to 
investigate the exposure–response relationship, the effect of 
“high exposure” (i.e. living in a high exposure region) and 
“medium exposure” as compared to control category “low 
exposure”, these models were extended by adding “level of 
exposure region” by “time” interaction terms as predictors. 
To measure the internal consistency of the ATSPPH-SF and 
DSS subscales in this sample, the Cronbach’s alpha value of 
each subscale was calculated.

Results

Between January 2017 and January 2019, four surveys have 
been carried out. Table 1 displays the respondents’ charac-
teristics of those four measurements. These characteristics 
were comparable regarding gender, educational level and 
household situation. Only age (χ2 (15) = 83.18, p < 0.05) 
and occupational status (χ2 (21) = 68.40, p < 0.05) of the 
respondents were significantly different between the four 
measurements. We could not come up with an explanation 
of why these differences occurred and attributed these dif-
ferences to chance. In this sample, the Cronbach’s alpha 
value of the two ATSPPH-SF subscales ‘Openness to Seek 
Treatment for Emotional Problems’ and ‘Value and Need in 
Seeking Treatment’ were 0.78 and 0.67 respectively. The 
alpha values of the DSS subscales were 0.84 for personal 
stigma and 0.85 for perceived stigma.

Notice that the data have a hierarchical structure, as the 
respondents were clustered within regions. We, therefore, 
initially tried fitting multilevel models to take this clustering 
into account. However, multilevel analyses in R indicated 
a very small intraclass correlation, most likely due to the 
homogeneity of the Netherlands as a small country. Like-
wise, adding the regions as a second level did not signifi-
cantly improve the models.

Table 2 presents the multiple regression models pre-
dicting respondents’ scores on the six key variables; brand 
awareness of 113 Suicide Prevention, perceived taboo on 
suicide, the two DSS subscales (perceived and personal 
stigma towards depression) and the two ATSPPH-SF sub-
scales (Openness to Seek Treatment for Emotional Prob-
lems and Value and Need in Seeking Treatment). Taking a 
focus on the effect of the intervention, the results show that 
respondents in the intervention regions scored significantly 
better on four out of six key variables. When controlled for 
time, age, educational level and gender, respondents in the 
intervention regions were considerably more likely to be 
familiar with the Dutch helpline (OR = 1.26, p < 0.001) and 
scored 0.38 point higher on the Value and Need in Seek-
ing Treatment subscale, that ranges from 0 to 15 (β = 0.38, 
p < 0.001) as compared to the respondents in the control 
region. Moreover, respondents in the intervention regions 
showed less personal (β = − 1.01, p < 0.001) and perceived 
stigma (β = − 0.73, p < 0.001) towards depression than 
respondents in the control region. The results indicated no 
significant difference in the perceived taboo on suicide and 
the scores on the Openness to Seek Treatment for Emotional 
Problems subscale.

A more in-depth analysis (see Table 3) on the differences 
between the intervention regions and the control region 
over time, shows an increasing trend in the proportion of 
respondents who are familiar with 113 Suicide Prevention 
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in both the control region and the intervention regions, with 
a significantly larger proportion in the intervention regions 
at T3 (OR = 1.43, p < 0.050). The difference between the 
intervention regions and the control region on the Value and 
Need in Seeking Treatment subscale seems to be driven by 
a significantly higher score in the intervention regions at T2 
(β = 0.43, p < 0.050). The initially found difference between 
the intervention regions and the control region on personal 
stigma towards depression can be explained by a difference 
at baseline; the intervention regions already scored sig-
nificantly lower on personal stigma regarding depression 
(β = − 0.68, p < 0.050) before the start of the intervention at 
T0. The earlier found difference in perceived stigma towards 
depression also disappears when we take the different meas-
urements into account. The interaction variables reveal 
fluctuations in the intervention regions regarding perceived 

stigma towards depression, with a lower perceived stigma 
in the intervention regions at T1 and T3 but higher at T2.

The exposure–response relationship is analysed by com-
paring the high exposure region with the other five inter-
ventions regions (medium exposure) and the control region 
(low exposure). Table 4 presents the regression models for 
the six key variables. The main effect of the exposure vari-
able displays the difference between the low, medium and 
high exposure regions at baseline. The interaction variables 
show the scores on the key variables in the medium and 
high exposure regions over time. For example, we see that 
the medium exposure regions scored significantly lower at 
baseline on perceived stigma than the low exposure regions 
(β = − 0.70, p < 0.050). When looking at the interaction vari-
ables for “perceived stigma”, we see a decreasing trend in 
the high exposure region over time but differences are too 

Table 1  Respondents’ 
characteristics (in %)

T0 T1 T2 T3
(N = 1670) (N = 1662) (N = 1722) (N = 1719)

Gender
 Female 50.4 51.6 53.6 51.3
 Male 49.6 48.4 46.4 48.7

Age group
 < 25 years 12.2 12.5 14.5 12.7
 25–34 years 11.4 10.8 12.1 12.3
 35–44 years 13.2 11.7 14.5 12.4
 45–54 years 23.5 24.5 18.7 22.3
 55–64 years 26.0 23.3 21.4 18.4
 > 65 years 13.6 17.3 18.8 21.8

Educational level
 Low 31.3 31.2 30.3 30.4
 Medium 41.0 40.4 40.7 41.6
 High 27.7 28.4 29.0 28.0

Household situation
 Married/cohabitating, with children 41.8 38.7 39.5 40.5
 Married/cohabitating, without children 16.4 17.2 17.8 16.3
 Single, with children 7.8 7.3 7.4 7.6
 Single, without children 21.7 25.3 20.9 23.3
 Community housing, student house 2.0 2.5 2.3 2.0
 Living at parents or family 8.6 7.5 10.0 8.8
 Other 1.7 1.6 2.0 1.5

Occupational status
 Employed 37.1 35.4 37.0 39.6
 Entrepreneur 6.1 7.5 7.0 5.9
 Working for the government 3.7 3.2 3.1 3.6
 Incapacitated/unemployed/ looking for a 

job/social benefits for health reasons
13.7 15.3 12.1 12.0

 Unemployed/looking for a job/social ben-
efits due to other reasons

5.3 5.5 3.3 2.9

 Retired 15.4 16.5 18.2 20.7
 Student 8.1 8.1 9.2 7.5
 Housekeeping /other 10.7 8.5 10.0 7.9
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little to be statistically significant. Overall, the results of 
the exposure–response analyses show that although the high 
exposure region seems to score better on multiple key vari-
ables, differences were too little to show significant effects. 
We, therefore, have to conclude that we found no evidence 
for an exposure–response relationship.

When looking at the different predictors of the key variables 
we see differences between genders, age groups and educa-
tional levels. On average, women considered professional help 
to be more valuable (β = 0.77, p < 0.001), reported more open-
ness towards seeking professional help (β = 0.42, p < 0.001) 
and reported less personal stigma (β = − 2.88, p < 0.001) and 
perceived stigma (β = − 0.94, p < 0.001) towards depression 
than men. Women were also less likely to be familiar with 
the Dutch helpline (OR = 0.88, p < 0.050) and scored higher 
on the perceived taboo on suicide (β = 0.27, p < 0.001). High 
educated people considered professional help to be more 
valuable (β = 0.62, p < 0.001) and reported more openness 
towards seeking professional help (β = 0.49, p < 0.001) than 
low educated respondents. High educated respondents also 
reported less personal stigma towards depression (β = − 2.13, 
p < 0.001), had more chance to be familiar with the Dutch 
helpline (OR = 1.44, p < 0.001) and scored a little higher on 
the perceived taboo on suicide (β = 0.36, p < 0.001) than low 
educated respondents.

Discussion

The main goal of this study was to test the effectiveness of 
the SUPRANET Community programme in achieving attitu-
dinal change in the general public. Given the systematic var-
iation in the level of implementation and thereby exposure 
to the intervention in the regions of the Netherlands partici-
pating, we were able to test for the exposure–response rela-
tionships. We hypothesised that the attitudinal change and 
brand awareness of the Dutch helpline among the general 
public was greater in the intervention regions as compared 
to the control region and the highest in the high exposure 
region. Multiple (logistic) regression analyses revealed that 
respondents in the intervention regions were considerably 
more likely to be familiar with the Dutch helpline 113 Sui-
cide Prevention, considered professional help to be more 
valuable and showed less personal and perceived stigma 
towards depression than respondents in the control region. 
Overall, four of the six outcomes that were used to test the 
effectiveness of the programme showed significant results.

A more in-depth analysis of the differences between 
the intervention regions and the control region over time 
shows an increasing trend in the proportion of respondents 
who are familiar with 113 Suicide Prevention in both the 
control region and the intervention regions, with a signifi-
cantly larger proportion in the intervention regions at T3. 

Table 2  Overview of regression models predicting the scores on six key variables

CI confidence interval
*p < 0.050; **p < 0.010; ***p < 0.001

Brand awareness Perceived 
taboo

Perceived stigma 
subscale

Personal stigma 
subscale

Openness 
subscale

Value subscale

ln(OR) SE OR (95% CI) B SE B SE B SE B SE B SE

Constant − 1.28*** 0.12 0.28 5.52*** 0.11 17.52*** 0.31 15.83*** 0.30 7.93*** 0.15 7.56*** 0.14
Measurement (ref: T0)
 T1 1.37*** 0.09 3.92 (3.31–4.65) 0.05 0.07 0.74*** 0.22 0.06 0.21 0.13 0.11 − 0.01 0.10
 T2 1.40*** 0.09 4.06 (3.42–4.82) − 0.16* 0.07 0.16 0.22 0.20 0.21 0.21 0.11 − 0.09 0.10
 T3 2.25*** 0.09 9.48 (7.99–11.25) 0.11 0.07 0.61** 0.22 -0.01 0.21 0.23* 0.11 − 0.18 0.10

Age group (ref: < 25 years)
 25–34 years − 0.24* 0.11 0.78 (0.63–0.97) 0.49*** 0.11 1.09*** 0.31 0.42 0.30 0.51*** 0.15 0.31* 0.14
 35–44 years − 0.79*** 0.11 0.45 (0.37–0.56) 0.65*** 0.10 1.18*** 0.30 0.49 0.30 0.46** 0.15 0.59*** 0.13
 45–54 years − 0.89*** 0.10 0.41 (0.34–0.50) 0.82*** 0.09 − 0.04 0.27 − 0.95*** 0.27 0.67*** 0.13 0.85*** 0.12
 55–64 years − 0.87*** 0.10 0.42 (0.35–0.51) 0.99*** 0.09 − 0.93*** 0.27 − 1.46*** 0.27 0.93*** 0.13 0.98*** 0.12
 > 65 years − 0.98*** 0.10 0.38 (0.31–0.46) 0.76*** 0.10 − 2.43*** 0.29 − 1.07*** 0.29 1.03*** 0.14 0.83*** 0.13

Education level (ref: low)
 Middle 0.13 0.07 1.14 (1.00–1.30) 0.21*** 0.06 0.07 0.19 − 0.95*** 0.18 0.15 0.09 0.32*** 0.08
 High 0.36*** 0.07 1.44 (1.24–1.67) 0.36*** 0.07 0.20 0.21 − 2.13*** 0.21 0.49*** 0.10 0.62*** 0.09

Gender (ref: male)
 Female − 0.13* 0.05 0.88 (0.79–0.98) 0.27*** 0.05 − 0.94*** 0.16 − 2.88*** 0.15 0.42*** 0.08 0.77*** 0.07

Intervention region (ref: no)
 Yes 0.23*** 0.06 1.26 (1.12–1.41) 0.07 0.06 − 0.73*** 0.16 − 1.01*** 0.16 0.16 0.08 0.38*** 0.07



2206 Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology (2021) 56:2199–2208

1 3

The previously found difference between the intervention 
regions and the control region regarding the Value and Need 
in Seeking Treatment subscale was driven by a significantly 
higher score in the intervention regions at T2. The initially 
found difference in personal stigma towards depression 
can be partially explained by a difference at baseline; the 
intervention regions already scored significantly lower on 
personal stigma regarding depression before the start of the 
intervention. And also, the difference in perceived stigma 
disappears when looking at the different measurements, 
due to the fluctuations between T1 and T3. We could not 
come up with an explanation for the difference in personal 
stigma towards depression at baseline, or the fluctuations 
in perceived stigma, but the fact that these results came to 
light in our follow-up analysis, underlines the importance 
of longitudinal studies. At the higher end of the exposure, 
the exposure–response analyses showed that, although the 
high exposure region seems to score better on multiple key 
variables, differences were too little to yield statistically sig-
nificant results.

Strengths of this study are the repeated cross-sec-
tional design, with relatively large sample sizes, the use 

of internationally validated instruments and the expo-
sure–response analyses. However, our study has some 
limitations that should be taken into consideration when 
interpreting its findings. First, a randomised controlled 
trial would have been a preferred design. However, for 
many reasons, this was not feasible. Testing for effects of 
systematic variation in the exposure to the intervention, 
utilizing a longitudinal design with multiple observations 
and controlling for confounders were three strategies we 
employed in order to test the effect of the intervention. 
Although this limits the causal inference, it is the best 
we can do given the context and the type of intervention 
under study. Second, self-report can lead to desirability 
bias, especially when measuring attitudes and stigmas. But 
the use of an anonymous online survey likely minimised 
this bias, as self-administration of questionnaires can 
increase the willingness to disclose sensitive information 
as compared to face-to-face or telephone interviews [27]. 
Furthermore, this study looked at differences in time using 
the same questionnaires, so this bias is likely negligible.

In conclusion, our study provides the first evidence 
for the effectiveness of the SUPRANET Community 

Table 3  Overview of regression models predicting the scores on six key variables including interaction variables

IR intervention region, CI confidence interval
*p < 0.050; **p < 0.010; ***p < 0.001

Brand awareness Perceived 
taboo

Perceived stigma 
subscale

Personal stigma 
subscale

Openness 
subscale

Value subscale

ln(OR) SE OR (95% CI) B SE B SE B SE B SE B SE

Constant − 1.22*** 0.12 0.30 5.49*** 0.11 17.47*** 0.33 15.71*** 0.32 7.94*** 0.16 7.62*** 0.14
Measurement (ref: T0)
 T1 1.33*** 0.11 3.78 (3.05–4.69) 0.14 0.09 0.79** 0.27 0.02 0.27 0.12 0.13 − 0.09 0.12
 T2 1.34*** 0.11 3.83 (3.09–4.76) − 0.20* 0.09 0.10 0.27 0.42 0.27 0.17 0.13 − 0.25* 0.12
 T3 2.12*** 0.11 8.30 (6.70–10.28) 0.18 0.09 0.83** 0.27 0.30 0.27 0.21 0.13 − 0.22 0.12

Age group (ref: < 25 years)
 25–34 years − 0.25* 0.11 0.78 (0.63–0.97) 0.49*** 0.11 1.10*** 0.31 0.43 0.30 0.51*** 0.15 0.32* 0.14
 35–44 years − 0.79*** 0.11 0.45 (0.37–0.56) 0.65*** 0.10 1.19*** 0.30 0.48 0.30 0.47** 0.15 0.59*** 0.13
 45–54 years − 0.88*** 0.10 0.41 (0.34–0.50) 0.82*** 0.09 − 0.05 0.27 − 0.96*** 0.27 0.67*** 0.13 0.85*** 0.12
 55–64 years − 0.87*** 0.10 0.42 (0.35–0.51) 0.99*** 0.09 − 0.93*** 0.27 − 1.46*** 0.27 0.93*** 0.13 0.98*** 0.12
 > 65 years − 0.97*** 0.10 0.38 (0.31–0.46) 0.76*** 0.10 − 2.43*** 0.29 − 1.08*** 0.29 1.03*** 0.14 0.84*** 0.13

Education level (ref: low)
 Middle 0.13 0.07 1.14 (1.00–1.30) 0.21*** 0.06 0.08 0.19 − 0.95*** 0.18 0.15 0.09 0.33*** 0.08
 High 0.36*** 0.08 1.44 (1.24–1.67) 0.36*** 0.07 0.21 0.21 − 2.13*** 0.21 0.49*** 0.10 0.62*** 0.09

Gender (ref: male)
 Female − 0.13* 0.05 0.88 (0.79–0.98) 0.27*** 0.05 − 0.94*** 0.16 − 2.88*** 0.15 0.42*** 0.08 0.77*** 0.09

Intervention region (ref: no)
 Yes 0.06 0.14 1.06 (0.80–1.41) 0.16 0.11 − 0.60 0.32 − 0.68* 0.31 0.11 0.16 0.20 0.14

Interaction effects
 T1 * IR 0.09 0.18 1.10 (0.77–1.56) − 0.23 0.15 − 0.11 0.45 0.09 0.44 0.02 0.22 0.21 0.20
 T2 * IR 0.15 0.18 1.16 (0.81–1.65) 0.11 0.15 0.19 0.46 − 0.61 0.45 0.10 0.22 0.43* 0.20
 T3 * IR 0.36* 0.18 1.43 (1.01–2.03) − 0.20 0.15 − 0.59 0.45 − 0.82 0.44 0.05 0.22 0.11 0.20
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programme on creating attitudinal change in the gen-
eral public. The results revealed that respondents in the 
intervention regions considered professional help to be 
more valuable and were more likely to be familiar with 
the Dutch helpline than respondents in the control region. 
In contrast to our hypothesis, we found no evidence for an 
exposure–response relationship.
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Table 4  Overview of exposure–response regression models including interaction variables

CI confidence interval. Exposure, Low control region, only public awareness campaign. Medium five regions that implemented 2 or 3 levels. 
High region that implemented all four levels
*p < 0.050; **p < 0.010; ***p < 0.001

Brand awareness Perceived 
taboo

Perceived stigma 
subscale

Personal stigma 
subscale

Openness 
subscale

Value subscale

ln(OR) SE OR (95% CI) B SE B SE B SE B SE B SE

Constant − 1.22*** 0.12 0.30 5.49*** 0.11 17.47*** 0.33 15.71*** 0.32 7.94*** 0.16 7.62*** 0.14
Measurement (ref: T0)
 T1 1.33*** 0.11 3.78 (3.05–4.69) 0.14 0.09 0.79** 0.27 0.02 0.27 0.12 0.13 − 0.09 0.12
 T2 1.34*** 0.11 3.83 (3.09–4.75) − 0.20* 0.09 0.10 0.27 0.42 0.27 0.17 0.13 − 0.25* 0.12
 T3 2.12*** 0.11 8.30 (6.69–10.28) 0.18 0.09 0.83** 0.27 0.30 0.27 0.21 0.13 − 0.22 0.12

Age group (ref: < 25 years)
 25–34 years − 0.25* 0.11 0.78 (0.63–0.97) 0.49*** 0.11 1.09*** 0.31 0.43 0.30 0.51*** 0.15 0.32* 0.14
 35–44 years − 0.79*** 0.11 0.45 (0.37–0.56) 0.64*** 0.10 1.18*** 0.30 0.48 0.30 0.47** 0.15 0.60*** 0.13
 45–54 years − 0.88*** 0.10 0.41 (0.34–0.50) 0.82*** 0.09 − 0.05 0.27 − 0.97*** 0.27 0.68*** 0.13 0.85*** 0.12
 55–64 years − 0.87*** 0.10 0.42 (0.35–0.51) 0.99*** 0.09 − 0.93*** 0.27 − 1.46*** 0.27 0.94*** 0.13 0.98*** 0.12
 > 65 years − 0.97*** 0.10 0.38 (0.31–0.46) 0.75*** 0.10 − 2.45*** 0.29 − 1.09*** 0.29 1.04*** 0.14 0.84*** 0.13

Education level (ref: low)
 Middle 0.13 0.07 1.14 (1.00–1.30) 0.21*** 0.06 0.08 0.19 − 0.94*** 0.18 0.16 0.09 0.32*** 0.08
 High 0.36*** 0.08 1.44 (1.24–1.67) 0.36*** 0.07 0.21 0.21 − 2.13*** 0.21 0.49*** 0.10 0.62*** 0.09

Gender (ref: male)
 Female − 0.13* 0.05 0.88 (0.79–0.98) 0.27*** 0.05 -0.93*** 0.16 − 2.88*** 0.15 0.42*** 0.08 0.77*** 0.07

Exposure (ref: low)
 Medium 0.01 0.16 1.01 (0.75–1.37) 0.10 0.11 − 0.70* 0.34 − 0.68* 0.33 0.14 0.17 0.20 0.15
 High 0.29 0.27 1.34 (0.79–2.27) 0.44* 0.22 − 0.12 0.64 − 0.67 0.63 0.01 0.31 0.16 0.28

Interaction effects
 T1*Medium 0.16 0.19 1.17 (0.81–1.71) − 0.17 0.16 0.05 0.48 0.17 0.47 -0.05 0.23 0.20 0.21
 T2*Medium 0.24 0.19 1.27 (0.87–1.85) 0.20 0.16 0.51 0.48 − 0.40 0.47 0.10 0.24 0.39 0.21
 T3*Medium 0.34 0.19 1.40 (0.96–2.04) − 0.14 0.16 − 0.38 0.48 − 0.87 0.47 0.00 0.23 0.09 0.21
 T1*High − 0.21 0.34 0.81 (0.41–1.59) − 0.49 0.31 − 0.89 0.90 − 0.33 0.88 0.37 0.44 0.23 0.40
 T2*High − 0.29 0.35 0.75 (0.38–1.48) − 0.28 0.31 − 1.39 0.93 − 1.65 0.91 0.12 0.45 0.63 0.41
 T3*High 0.45 0.35 1.57 (0.79–3.10) − 0.49 0.30 − 1.52 0.87 − 0.61 0.85 0.25 0.43 0.22 0.38



2208 Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology (2021) 56:2199–2208

1 3

provide a link to the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes 
were made. The images or other third party material in this article are 
included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated 
otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in 
the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will 
need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a 
copy of this licence, visit http:// creat iveco mmons. org/ licen ses/ by/4. 0/.

References

 1. Statistics Netherlands (CBS) (2020) 1811 zelfdodingen in 2019 
[1,811 suicides in 2019]. https:// www. cbs. nl/ nl- nl/ nieuws/ 2020/ 
27/1- 811- zelfd oding en- in- 2019

 2. Statistics Netherlands (2020) More traffic deaths among people in 
their twenties and thirties. https:// www. cbs. nl/ en- gb/ news/ 2020/ 
16/ more- traffi c- deaths- among- people- in- their- twent ies- and- thirt 
ies

 3. Statistics Netherlands (2020) Overleden; zelfdoding (inwoners), 
diverse kenmerken [Deceased; suicide (residents), various char-
acteristics] [database]. https:// opend ata. cbs. nl/ statl ine/#/ CBS/ nl/ 
datas et/ 7022g za/ table? ts= 15523 03736 921

 4. Health and Youth Care Inspectorate Suïcides en suïcidepogin-
gen binnen de ggz [Suicides and suicide attempts within mental 
health care]. https:// www. igj. nl/ zorgs ector en/ geest elijke- gezon 
dheid szorg/ suici demel dingen- en- suici depre ventie

 5. World Health Organisation (2018) Preventing suicide: a commu-
nity engagement toolkit. World Health Organisation, Geneva

 6. Clement S, Schauman O, Graham T et al (2015) What is the 
impact of mental health-related stigma on help-seeking? A sys-
tematic review of quantitative and qualitative studies. Psychol 
Med 45:11–27. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1017/ S0033 29171 40001 29

 7. Reynders A, Kerkhof AJFM, Molenberghs G, Van Audenhove C 
(2014) Attitudes and stigma in relation to help-seeking intentions 
for psychological problems in low and high suicide rate regions. 
Soc Psychiatry Psychiatr Epidemiol 49:231–239. https:// doi. org/ 
10. 1007/ s00127- 013- 0745-4

 8. Schnyder N, Panczak R, Groth N, Schultze-Lutter F (2017) Asso-
ciation between mental health-related stigma and active help-
seeking: systematic review and meta-analysis. Br J Psychiatry 
210:261–268. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1192/ bjp. bp. 116. 189464

 9. Hegerl U, Althaus D, Schmidtke A, Niklewski G (2006) The alli-
ance against depression : 2-year evaluation of a community-based 
intervention to reduce suicidality. Psychol Med 36:1225–1233. 
https:// doi. org/ 10. 1017/ S0033 29170 60078 0X

 10. Hegerl U, Mergl R, Havers I et al (2010) Sustainable effects on 
suicidality were found for the Nuremberg alliance against depres-
sion. Eur Arch Psychiatry Clin Neurosci 260:401–406. https:// doi. 
org/ 10. 1007/ s00406- 009- 0088-z

 11. Hegerl U, Rummel-Kluge C, Värnik A et al (2013) Alliances 
against depression—A community based approach to target 
depression and to prevent suicidal behaviour. Neurosci Biobehav 
Rev 37:2404–2409. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1016/J. NEUBI OREV. 2013. 
02. 009

 12. Hegerl U, Maxwell M, Harris F, et al (2019) Prevention of sui-
cidal behaviour: Results of a controlled community-based inter-
vention study in four European countries. PLoS One 14:. https://
doi.org/https:// doi. org/ 10. 1371/ journ al. pone. 02246 02

 13. Hofstra E, van Nieuwenhuizen C, Bakker M, et al (2019) Effec-
tiveness of suicide prevention interventions: a systematic review 
and meta-analysis. Gen. Hosp. Psychiatry

 14. Gilissen R, de Beurs D, Mokkenstorm J et al (2017) Improving 
suicide prevention in dutch regions by creating local suicide pre-
vention action networks (SUPRANET): a study protocol. Int J 
Environ Res Public Health 14:349. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3390/ ijerp 
h1404 0349

 15. Hegerl U, Wittenburg L, Arensman E, et al (2009) Optimiz-
ing Suicide Prevention Programs and Their Implementation in 
Europe (OSPI Europe): an evidence-based multi-level approach. 
BMC Public Health 9:. https://doi.org/https:// doi. org/ 10. 1186/ 
1471- 2458-9- 428

 16. Van der Burgt MCA, Beekman ATF, Hoogendoorn AW et al 
(2021) The impact of a suicide prevention awareness campaign 
on stigma, taboo and attitudes towards professional help-seeking. 
J Affect Disord 279:730–736. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1016/j. jad. 2020. 
11. 024

 17. Hegerl U, Kohls E (2016) Synergistic effects of multilevel suicide 
preventive interventions: Important, but difficult to disentangle. 
Aust New Zeal J Psychiatry 50:178–179. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1177/ 
00048 67415 621398

 18. Harris FM, Maxwell M, O’Connor R, et al (2016) Exploring 
synergistic interactions and catalysts in complex interventions: 
longitudinal, mixed methods case studies of an optimised multi-
level suicide prevention intervention in four european countries 
(Ospi-Europe). BMC Public Health 16:. https://doi.org/https:// doi. 
org/ 10. 1186/ s12889- 016- 2942-z

 19. Steendam M (2015) Gatekeepers in gesprek met suïcidale jon-
geren [Gatekeepers in conversation with suicidal youth]. JGZ 
Tijdschr voor Jeugdgezondheidsz

 20. Terpstra S, Beekman A, Abbing J, et al (2018) Suicide preven-
tion gatekeeper training in the Netherlands improves gatekeep-
ers’ knowledge of suicide prevention and their confidence to dis-
cuss suicidality, an observational study. BMC Public Health 18:. 
https://doi.org/https:// doi. org/ 10. 1186/ s12889- 018- 5512-8

 21. Van Hemert AM, Kerkhof AJFM, De Keijser J et al (2012) Mul-
tidisciplinaire richtlijn Diagnostiek en Behandeling van Suicidaal 
Gedrag [multidisciplinary guideline diagnostics and treatment of 
suicidal behavior]. De Tijdstroom, Utrecht

 22. Elzinga E, de Kruif AJTCM, de Beurs DP, et al (2020) Engag-
ing primary care professionals in suicide prevention: a qualitative 
study. PLoS One 15:. https://doi.org/https:// doi. org/ 10. 1371/ journ 
al. pone. 02425 40

 23. Dynata (2020) Panel Book: Delivering online B2B and B2C sam-
ple from a robust collection of high-quality data for maximum fea-
sibility, sustainability, representativeness and consistency. http:// 
info. dynata. com/ dynata- panel- book. html

 24. Bowling A (2004) Research methods in health: investigating 
health and health services, 2nd ed., r. Open University Press, 
Maidenhead

 25. Griffiths KM, Christensen H, Jorm AF et al (2004) Effect of web-
based depression literacy and cognitive–behavioural therapy inter-
ventions on on stigmatising attitudes to depression. Br J Psychia-
try 185:342–349

 26. Fischer EH, Farina A (1995) Attitudes toward seeking profes-
sional psychologial help: a shortened form and considerations for 
research. J Coll Stud Dev 36:368–373

 27. Bowling A (2005) Mode of questionnaire administration can have 
serious effects on data quality. J Public Health 27(3):281–291

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.cbs.nl/nl-nl/nieuws/2020/27/1-811-zelfdodingen-in-2019
https://www.cbs.nl/nl-nl/nieuws/2020/27/1-811-zelfdodingen-in-2019
https://www.cbs.nl/en-gb/news/2020/16/more-traffic-deaths-among-people-in-their-twenties-and-thirties
https://www.cbs.nl/en-gb/news/2020/16/more-traffic-deaths-among-people-in-their-twenties-and-thirties
https://www.cbs.nl/en-gb/news/2020/16/more-traffic-deaths-among-people-in-their-twenties-and-thirties
https://opendata.cbs.nl/statline/#/CBS/nl/dataset/7022gza/table?ts=1552303736921
https://opendata.cbs.nl/statline/#/CBS/nl/dataset/7022gza/table?ts=1552303736921
https://www.igj.nl/zorgsectoren/geestelijke-gezondheidszorg/suicidemeldingen-en-suicidepreventie
https://www.igj.nl/zorgsectoren/geestelijke-gezondheidszorg/suicidemeldingen-en-suicidepreventie
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0033291714000129
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-013-0745-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-013-0745-4
https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.bp.116.189464
https://doi.org/10.1017/S003329170600780X
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00406-009-0088-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00406-009-0088-z
https://doi.org/10.1016/J.NEUBIOREV.2013.02.009
https://doi.org/10.1016/J.NEUBIOREV.2013.02.009
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0224602
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph14040349
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph14040349
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-9-428
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-9-428
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2020.11.024
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2020.11.024
https://doi.org/10.1177/0004867415621398
https://doi.org/10.1177/0004867415621398
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-016-2942-z
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-016-2942-z
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-018-5512-8
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0242540
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0242540
http://info.dynata.com/dynata-panel-book.html
http://info.dynata.com/dynata-panel-book.html

	The effect of local Suicide Prevention Action Networks (SUPRANET) on stigma, taboo and attitudes towards professional help-seeking: an exposure–response analysis
	Abstract
	Purpose 
	Methods 
	Results 
	Conclusion 

	Introduction
	Methods
	The SUPRANET community programme
	Level 1: local public awareness campaigns
	Level 2: training local gatekeepers
	Level 3: targeting high-risk persons in the community
	Level 4: the support of professionals in primary care settings

	The exposure–response measure
	Study design and procedure
	Survey instrument
	Statistical analysis

	Results
	Discussion
	Acknowledgements 
	References




