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In the originally published version of this manuscript, Figure 1 featured a misalignhment of the data labels on the curve of
weekly mean no. of contacts per case, and omitted the tabulated public health restrictions.

The graphical misalignhment, and the tabulated public health restrictions included in the composite Figure 1, have now been
corrected online.
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Date Implementation of Public Health Restriction(s) Date Relaxation of Public Health Restriction(s)
08/03/2020  Travel restriction for Northern Italy issued. 01/05/2020 Government announce Roadmap for Reopening Business and Society.
09/03/2020 St Patricks Day parade cancelled. 18/05/2020 Phase 1 of restrictions easing: travel limit 5km (from 2km), gathering 4 people outdoors, outdoor

work can resume, re-opening of select retail e.g., garden centres
12/03/2020  Closure schools/ colleges/ childcare facilities, public venues Indoor. 08/06/2020 Phase 2 of restrictions easing: travel limit 20km, gathering 6 people indoors/outdoors, re-open

Gatherings of more than 100 people and outdoor gatherings of retail.
more than 500 people not allowed. Organised sporting, cultural or social activities for up to 15 people are allowed.
Social distancing and working from home recommended. Still work from home and avoid public transport if possible.

18/03/2020  All overseas arrivals to self-quarantine x 14/7 29/06/2020*  Phase 3 restrictions eased: travel within Ireland allowed, indoor gatherings 50, outdoor 200

people, public venues, childcare, restaurants, cafes, hotels re-opened.

24/03/2020  Stay-at-home order, all non-essential businesses close, playgrounds Still work from home and avoid public transport if possible. Cocooning — personal judgment.
close, sporting events cancelled. Avoid all non-essential overseas travel — quarantine for 14/7 if returning from overseas.
Essential services required to implement physical distancing. Face coverings recommended for public transport and places where difficult to maintain social
Unnecessary travel either within Ireland or overseas not permitted. distancing.

Physical distancing required when outside.
Work from home unless essential services.
27/03/2020  Full lockdown (except for essential workers) until 12/4/2020.
Essential travel only, limit 2km, public gatherings not allowed.
Cocooning recommended
10/04/2020  Full lockdown to remain in place until 05/04/2020 review
*Phase 3, 4 and 5 realigned as per discussion in text ~ t15/07/2020 Facemasks mandatory in shops

Figure 1: Epidemic curve of weekly total COVID-19 cases, deaths, mean number of contacts per case, and timeline of key
public health restrictions implemented and relaxed from Match to July 2020 in Ireland.
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