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After this article [1] was published, concerns were raised about results reported in Figs 2, 5 and

6.

Specifically:

• In Fig 2D, the lower portion of panel a appears similar to the upper portion of panel b. The

authors reviewed the original data for this experiment and confirmed that the images in

these panels were taken from the same culture plate.

• The ERK panels appear similar in Fig 5B and 5D, and in Fig 5F and 5H. In each case, the

similar panels represent different experiments.

• Lanes 5, 6 of the Akt panel in Fig 5G appear similar to lanes 1, 2 of the p-Akt panel in Fig 6A,

when the aspect ratio is adjusted.

• The p-ERK panels appear similar in lanes 1, 2 of Figs 5D and 6B, when the aspect ratio is

adjusted.

• The β-actin panels for Figs 5A, 5C, 5E, 5G, 6A and 6C appear to be duplicated in Figs 5B,

5D, 5F, 5H, 6B and 6D, respectively. The similar β-actin panels represent the same experi-

mental conditions for each pair. The authors confirmed that for each experiment the same

transfer membrane was used to obtain the corresponding p-Akt, Akt, p-ERK, and ERK data,

and so the same β-actin data applied.

The authors noted that the original data are no longer available for the panels mentioned in

the second, third, and fourth bullet points, and so these issues could not be clarified. The figure

concerns outlined above also have potential implications for the reliability of quantitative data

reported in Figs 2D, 5 and 6.

In light of the unresolved image issues and concerns about the reliability of the reported

results, the authors and the PLOS ONE Editors retract the article.

The authors apologize for the issues with this article.

Reference
1. Wu W, Yu L-h, Ma B, Xu M-j (2014) The Inhibitory Effect of Doxycycline on Cisplatin-Sensitive and

-Resistant Epithelial Ovarian Cancer. PLoS ONE 9(3): e89841. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.

0089841 PMID: 24598933

PLOS ONE

PLOS ONE | https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0231890 April 10, 2020 1 / 1

a1111111111

a1111111111

a1111111111

a1111111111

a1111111111

OPEN ACCESS

Citation: Wu W, Yu L-h, Ma B, Xu M-j, The PLOS

ONE Editors (2020) Retraction: The Inhibitory

Effect of Doxycycline on Cisplatin-Sensitive and

-Resistant Epithelial Ovarian Cancer. PLoS ONE 15

(4): e0231890. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.

pone.0231890

Published: April 10, 2020

Copyright: © 2020 Wu et al. This is an open access

article distributed under the terms of the Creative

Commons Attribution License, which permits

unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in

any medium, provided the original author and

source are credited.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0089841
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0089841
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24598933
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0231890
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0231890&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2020-04-10
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0231890&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2020-04-10
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0231890&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2020-04-10
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0231890&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2020-04-10
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0231890&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2020-04-10
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0231890&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2020-04-10
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0231890
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0231890
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

