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To the editor: We would like to thank GY Shin and R 
Manuel for the attention they have given to our article. 
We believe that the point raised in their letter is valid 
and, in fact, we pointed out this important limitation in 
the paper ourselves. The Russian Federation has a very 
large population that is unevenly distributed over its 
vast territory, with populous cities surrounded by areas 
with very low population density. Because of this, we 
agree that representing the Russian Federation with a 
single geographical point (be it Moscow, as we did in 
our paper, Saint Petersburg, where a second National 
Influenza Centre (NIC) is situated, or the country cen-
troid) is far less than optimal.

The authors suggest that complex spatiotemporal 
patterns of influenza may exist within the Russian 
Federation, which could therefore “be an ITZ on its 
own” or even “encompass more than one ITZ”. These 
are sensible hypotheses that would be worth examin-
ing in detail; unfortunately, however, this is currently 
not possible using the FluNet database, which contains 
influenza surveillance data for individual countries 
but not for their subnational entities (e.g. administra-
tive divisions such as the eight federal districts of the 
Russian Federation).

Large countries may encompass areas with differ-
ent seasonality of influenza epidemics (due to diver-
sity in climates and other factors), and may therefore 
greatly benefit of tailored recommendations regarding 
the influenza vaccine composition and optimal time 
of administration (e.g. China [1], India [2], Brazil [3] or 
Mexico [4]). Accordingly, we agree with the sugges-
tion that one should establish more than one NIC in 
large countries, and we believe that the World Health 
Organization could further assist the efforts in this 
area by making influenza surveillance data available 
at a finer geographical resolution for large countries in 
the world.
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