
 

 

Since January 2020 Elsevier has created a COVID-19 resource centre with 

free information in English and Mandarin on the novel coronavirus COVID-

19. The COVID-19 resource centre is hosted on Elsevier Connect, the 

company's public news and information website. 

 

Elsevier hereby grants permission to make all its COVID-19-related 

research that is available on the COVID-19 resource centre - including this 

research content - immediately available in PubMed Central and other 

publicly funded repositories, such as the WHO COVID database with rights 

for unrestricted research re-use and analyses in any form or by any means 

with acknowledgement of the original source. These permissions are 

granted for free by Elsevier for as long as the COVID-19 resource centre 

remains active. 

 



al and M

R

1

2

3

R
“
d

S

P
o
A
a
n
t
a
a
d
s
u
i
u

b
e
i

e
t
c
e
m

E

N

C

W

R

1

A

E

T
a

S

e
S
w
a
c

p
a
t
o
d
t
d
d

e
w
t
a
t
t
s
t

Letter to the Editor / British Journal of Or

eferences

. Pabst AM, Wermeister R, Steegmann J, et al. Is there an ideal way to
close the donor site of radial forearm free flaps? Br J Oral Maxillofac Surg
2018;56:444–52.

. Murray RC, Gordin EA, Saigal K, et al. Reconstruction of the radial
forearm free flap donor site using integra artificial dermis. Microsurgery
2011;31:104–8.

. Adams JE, Capo JT, Rizzo M. Outcomes following extremity coverage with
an acellular skin substitute (Integra): a multicentre study. Acta Orthopaed-
ica Belgica 2014;80:293–300.

R.J.J. Pilkington a,∗
S.K. Bhatia b

a OMFS  SpR  Health  Education  North  East  Deanery
b Consultant  OMFS,  Royal  Shrewsbury  Hospital  and

Princess Royal  Hospital,  Telford
∗ Corresponding author:

E-mail addresses:  r.pilkington@nhs.net (R.J.J. Pilkington),
sbhatia@doctors.org (S.K. Bhatia)

e: Acellular  dermal  regenerative  matrix  material
IntegraTM”  as  an  adjunct  for  radial  forearm  free  flap
onor site  closure

ir,

The use of acellular dermal matrices as described by
ilkington and Bhatia1 might be of clinical relevance and
f interest in covering radial free forearm flap donor sites.
s a possible advantage, acellular dermal matrices, such

s those of bovine or porcine origin, could preclude the
eed for an additional donor site for harvesting full or split
hickness autogenous skin grafts. This might reduce the oper-
ting time and prevent donor site morbidities that could be
ssociated with a discomfort for the patient. Also, acellular
ermal matrices are available in large numbers. In contrast,
ome patients will not accept – for different reasons – the
se of bovine or in generally xenogeneic scaffolds, and so
t is particularly important to educate people about their
sefulness,

For the clinician, it might be of special interest whether the
ovine scaffold used is completely integrated in the regen-
rating and renewed skin on the radial donor site, or whether
t serves more as a preferred wound dressing.

We hope that in the future, Pilkington and Bhatia can
xtend their case numbers and their clinical experience with
he acellular dermal matrix they have reported. The ability to
over radial free forearm flap donor site might be of consid-
rable interest for further reviews and meta-analyses that are
uch needed in our field of surgery.
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he rapid  development  of  an  urgent  dental  care  hub  in
n oral  surgery  unit—key  learning  points

ir,

We would like to bring to the attention of your read-
rs working in Oral Surgery and Oral and Maxillofacial
urgery units some of the salient lessons we have learnt
hilst establishing and developing an urgent dental care hub

t King’s College Hospital in response to the COVID-19
risis.

King’s College Dental Institute was in the fortunate
osition of having an established telephone triage and
ppointment booking service for its existing “Acute Den-
al Care” service. At the time that our outpatient and elective
perating activities were cancelled, the unit became inun-
ated with calls from patients from across Greater London,
he home counties, and as far as the south coast seeking urgent
ental treatment as their local dental services began to close
own.

In order to prioritise clinically urgent cases and to
nsure social distancing Consultant-led telephone triage
as introduced. A strict triaging process was adopted so

hat only those with genuine dental emergencies such as
cute orofacial infections, severe uncontrolled pain, dental
rauma, and uncontrolled bleeding were given appointments;
hese were usually on the same or next day. “COVID-19
creening” was incorporated into the telephone triage call,
his allowed patients to be categorised into one of three

treams: “COVID-19 Asymptomatic”, “COVID-19 Symp-
omatic” or “Vulnerable”. The latter group included those
ith medical comorbidities, the over 70s, and pregnant
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atients, whom we wished to isolate from other patients,
hould they be booked an appointment.

The appointments for booked patients were spread
hroughout the day and we developed a new COVID-
9 period standard operating procedure for use across
he Dental Institute. The only treatment we currently
rovide are dental extraction, and pulpotomy. Both are car-
ied out in closed surgeries using PPE recommended in
AOMS/BAOS guidance1 by FFP3 mask fit-tested staff.
embers of our team are assigned appropriate roles includ-

ng telephone advice and triage, patient assessment in
cute Dental Care, and operating within the Oral Surgery
epartment.

Now into week 4 of our COVID-19 urgent dental care
ervice, we have received calls from up to 290 patients a
ay, there are a number of repeat callers who contact us
gain having failed to secure dental care in their locality as
e advised. Whilst many GDP’s are taking calls, provid-

ng advice and prescriptions where appropriate this is not
niversally the case. There is a clear need for more Urgent
ental Care Hubs to become operational with immediate

ffect.

thics  statement/confirmation  of  patients’  permission
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25 march 2020 final.pdf.
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erils  of  intermaxillary  fixation  screws

ir,

Intermaxillary fixation (IMF) screws, typically self-
apping, are easy and quick to use, seemingly safe, are
ompatible with plating systems, reduce buccal and gingi-
al tissue trauma and are used to assist with open reduction
nd internal fixation (ORIF) of fractured mandibles.1 How-
ver, there is limited literature on complications that may
rise with their use.2

Hashemi and Parhiz3 studied 373 screws in 73 patients and
ound that 6.5% of screws damaged dental roots, of which 13
eeth required further treatment or extraction. Coburn et al4

escribed complications in their 122 patient study including
racture of screws upon insertion and iatrogenic damage to
eeth.

Of the complications noted, firstly, we further report the
isk of root damage as shown in the panoramic radiograph
OPT) following ORIF (Fig. 1). We have also experi-
nced failure at the IMF screw head-thread junction as
n Fig. 2, a complication also reported by Holmes2 and
oburn.4 Farr5 postulated that screw fracture at this junc-

ion might be created by the screw being placed partly
nto root dentine which would then require more force to
nsert the screw due to greater resistance, whilst this is

 view that we share, we also propose that there can be,
n occasion, mechanical weaknesses or faults at this junc-
ion. This unplanned separation may result in delays due to
ifficult intraoperative retrieval (if possible without further
amage). The complications described have become more
ertinent in the present climate, with greater reliance on
MF.

To avoid the problems outlined with IMF screws an alter-
ative, in the form of MatrixWAVETM MMF System, may
e considered. This procedure can be performed under local
naesthetic. As compared to traditional wire fixation of an
rch bar, the MatrixWAVETM MMF System uses a modi-
ed arch bar, which is secured with screw fixation. It also
ses shorter self-tapping screws compared to IMF screws,
ecause there are more placed across the arch. Lastly, when
ecuring the MatrixWAVETM MMF System screws, they are
ot inserted up to the screw head-thread junction, thus allow-
ng more space for wire and elastics to be applied on to these,
s well as the cleats on the arch bar, so allowing a more even
nd accurate distribution of force.

In the current COVID-19 crisis, we are faced with diffi-
ult decision making where advice from health care bodies
s to avoid ‘Aerosol Generating Procedures’ (AGP) where

ossible (such as drilling), along with limited theatre avail-
bility and usage. Avoiding AGP may help avoid general
naesthetic/intubation, hospital admission and exposure to
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