TREATMENT OF ECLAMPSIA WITH
MAGNESIUM SULPHATE
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A few years ago the district health officer o1

Backerganj circulated a pamphlet suggesting
magnesium sulphate injections for the treat-
ment of ec]_ampsj_a_ Roy (1941) treated some
cases with intravenous j_njectj_on of 15 c.cm. of
10 per cent solution of magnesium sulphate,
along with StroganofFs treatment, 3intravenous
glucosel etc. I have treated 15 cases of which

only two died. In all these I injected 5 c.cm.

of 25 per cent solution of magnesium sulphate
intramuscularly, followed by an injection of
morphine \ grain and atropine te<c grain. The
fits and convulsions gtopped after these two in-
jections, and the patient fell into a deep sleep.
In 9 cases there was no recrudescence of the
symptoms; in 4 they reappeared after 3 hours
and were Stopped by another injection of 5 c.cm.
of magnesium Sulphate solution. All the cases
were gante-partum and a dead child was deli-
vered in each case 8 to 10 hours after the com-
mencement of treatment. The two fatal cases
were completely unconscious and cyanosed;
fits were coming in quick succession and respira-
tion was hurried. An intramuscular injection of
10 c.cm. of magnesium sulphate stopped the fits
and convulsions, but the patients died within an
hour.

In January 1946 I treated two more cases by
the above pethod, ome = primipara aged 16
years and the other a multipara aged 35 years.
The fits and convulsions stopped, and the
patients regained consciousness, and after g to
10 hours the dead child was delivered gponta-

neously. Both cases recovered ypeyentfully,
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