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XI. 

Account of a Deception' with refpecl to V&' 

cins Inoculation. By Dr John For reft, Pty' 

jician, Stirling. Communicated to Dr DulV 

can fenior. 

SEveral unlucky 
cafes having happen^ 

in our neighbourhood, of children, frP' 

pofed to have been inoculated for, and to haVe 

really had, the cow-pox, who afterward5 
iuffered feverely from the fmallpox \ (of whi^ 
one, 1 believe, twice inoculated with matted 

deemed to be vaccine, and, for fecurity's fake> 
foon after with variolous matter, died, aboilt 
the eruption of that diftemper) : I* beg leave 
to ftate a cafe, that occurred to me lately; 
which you may make what ufe you thiflk 

proper. 

On the 27th of May, I inoculated a 

healthy boy, about two and a half years old, 
witb- 
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^vith what I thought cow-pox matter, taken on 
* 

the evening of the feventh day. The part in- 

flamed fooner than ufual, and continued gra- 
dually to increafe till the 6th, when it began 
fenlibly to diminifli; and the inoculated part 
could hardly be diftinguifhed on the 9th 
day. 

I concluded then, that though the child^s 

arm, from which I took the matter, had all 

the evidences of the cow-pox, (the inflam- 

mation having continued to increafe till the 

*oth day, from which it gradually decayed), 
yet it was not in reality cow-pox matter, 
^'ith which I had inoculated. The arm be- 

*ng itchy, the child had rubbed it fo much, 
that the cuticle of the inoculated part was 

entirely abraded ; which had the appearance 
?f a raw, watery fore, pretty much inflamed. 
In about fourteen days, therefore, I inocu- 

lated the boy again, with recent vaccine 

Matter. All went on well, the arm gradu- 
ally inflaming till the 10th or nth day ? af- 
ter which, the inflammation abated, leaving 
that peculiarly dark-coloured cruft, fo ftriking- 
ly confpicuous in perhaps mofl cafes of ge- 
nuine cow-pox. 

Was 
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Was it purulent matter, or limple uncon- 
taminated ferum, with which I had inocula- 

ted, and failed ? 
That the child, from whom I took the mat- 

ter, had really the vaccine difeafe, is perhaps 
proved, by its having gone through the ufual 
ltages*of that difeafe in the ufual way, and by 
my having fince inferted, with much eafe, ^ 
fix or feven different places, genuine receflt 

cow-pox matter without effed ; matter which 
fucceeded in producing the difeafe upo11 
others. 

-I could have wifhed to have alfo tried the 

fmallpox, but that the parents would not fub' 
mit to ; which I regret, as depriving the co^' 
pox of an occafion of evincing its value ; an^- 
the cow-pox (one of the greateft bleffings, in 
this eventful age, conferred upon mankind) 
ought to have fair play, by acknowledging 
with equal freedom, our fuccefs, our failings 
and our blunders. 

xii- 


