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ELCOME to the October issue of Neurosurgical

s)s/ Focus: Video, regarding microsurgery for ves-

tibular schwannomas (VSs). We are delighted

by the enthusiastic response that the call for videos cre-

ated. We received more than 50 video submissions from

all over the world demonstrating various techniques and

emphasizing many of the important nuances in these chal-

lenging operations. After a great deal of debate and delib-

eration, we selected the top videos that we believed would
be of greatest interest to the viewership.

On the one hand, an operation to remove a VS always
has the same straightforward goals: complete extirpation
of the tumor and preservation of neurologic function. Yet,
collectively, after doing thousands of these operations,
the one thing that we agree on is that no two operations
are ever the same. These videos demonstrate many of the
unique aspects that the surgeon can encounter and ways
to deal with challenging issues such as aberrant and ad-
herent facial nerves. All three primary surgical approach-
es—middle fossa, retrosigmoid, and translabyrinthine
surgeries—are highlighted. Videos dealing with VS and
rare secondary effects such as hemifacial spasm and tri-
geminal neuralgia are included. Techniques to deal with

cystic tumors, giant tumors, and aberrant anatomy such as
a high jugular bulb, making the operation even more dif-
ficult, are reviewed. Surgical adjuvants such as the use of
endoscopes are also highlighted. Finally, strategies to help
deal with tumors related to neurofibromatosis type 2 are
included, and hearing rehabilitation options with cochlear
implants or auditory brainstem implants are discussed.

While some aspects of the operations remain constant,
such as the release of CSF from the cisterns to get poste-
rior fossa relaxation, the many nuances included in this
issue’s videos can help us as surgeons to meet each case’s
special challenges. We hope you enjoy this issue.
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