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Establish the Certification System of Gynecologic Endoscopists

From simple sterilization procedures to various staging
surgeries for cancers, minimally invasive surgery has become
aregular surgery in gynecology.!'"* However, it is found that
the differences in training make a vast difference of outcomes
in clinical trials of various researches, then it results in
incorrect conclusions which makes gynecologists disoriented
and confused among patients. The Asia-Pacific Association
for Gynecologic Endoscopy and Minimally Invasive Therapy
(APAGE) has discerned the seriousness long ago, so we have
been committed to the accreditation and training of minimally
invasive surgery. Moreover, there are many countries that
have participated in the accreditation.”

For instance, in this issue, Prof. Maria Antonia E. Habana
recorded the training in minimally invasive gynecologic
surgery, accreditation, and education for fellows and residents
during the COVID-19 pandemic in the Philippines. She is
very generous to share with other societies through this
journal. The training committee also hopes to complete
and institutionalize the training certification system in the
Asia-Pacific region.

The minimally invasive central hospital certification in the
Philippines includes basic technology and clinical ideas. It
used to be field visits, but it is a virtual meeting using the
Zoom platform now. Nowadays, there are two certifications
for gynecological endoscopy in the Philippines. Moreover,
there is a 2-year fellowship program at Quirino Memorial
Medical Center, and another is at Southern Philippines
Medical Center. Qualifications include written examinations
followed by clinical assessments, and fellows who join
the society need to present surgical videos in the Society’s
Annual Congress, so as to be evaluated for surgical ability.
As there was no accreditation held during the epidemic, so
it was held with an online proctoring mode. One was with
the candidates on the spot, and another one watched the
operation remotely. That I think it is very important for the
certification for residents.

Philippine Society of Gynecologic Endoscopy (PSGE) has
always advocated the training for residents to incorporate
Minimally Invasive Gynecology (MIG) into its training,
which is expected to be fully implemented in 2024. At
present, training is gradually achieved in the Philippines,
and some leading hospitals in the Philippines have become
minimally invasive training centers that can conduct dry
box training. It is opened 8 h a day, 6 days a week, and each

residence has at least 1 h of basic knowledge practice per
week, and self-study videos are provided, which currently
work well.

The accreditation committee of APAGE, led by Dr. Bernard
Chern, has accredited 12 training centers around the world
over the past few years, such as Southwest Hospital, Shanghai
Tenth People’s Hospital, Shanghai First Maternity and
Infant Hospital in China, KK Women’s in Singapore and
Children’s Hospital, Chang Gung Memorial Hospital, China
Medical University Hospital, E-Da Hospital, Taipei Veterans
General Hospital in Taiwan, BMEC, Charoenkrung Pracharak
Hospital, Rajavithi Hospital in Thailand, Asan Medical
Center in Korea, and Kawasaki Municipal Hospital in Japan.

The accreditation has been suspended during the epidemic.
We believe that the opportunity for recertification can also
be achieved through the online platform. We also invite
qualified training centers from all over the world to participate
in this certification. We hope that there will be specialist
accreditation throughout Asia and even the world in the near
future. I hope everyone enjoys reading this article, which will
be of great help to minimally invasive training.

Chyi-Long Lee'*, Kuan-Gen Huang', Chi-Chang Chang?

"Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Chang Gung
TES Memorial Hospital at Linkou, Kwei-Shan, Taoyuan,

7 Taiwan Chang Gung University College of Medicine,
4 Kwei-Shan, Taoyuan, 2Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, E-Da Hospital, Kaohsiung, Taiwan

S

N

Address for correspondence: Prof. Chyi-Long Lee,

Division of Gynecologic Endoscopy, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology,
Chang Gung Memorial Hospital at Linkou, Kwei-Shan, Taoyuan, Taiwan.
E-mail: leechyilong@gmail.com

REFERENCES

1. Gupta N, Miranda Blevins DO, Holcombe J, Furr RS. A comparison
of surgical outcomes between single-site robotic, multiport robotic and
conventional laparoscopic techniques in performing hysterectomy for
benign indications. Gynecol Minim Invasive Ther 2020;9:59-63.

2. Dawood AS, Elbohoty SB, Abbas AM, Elgergawy AE.
Colpotomizer-assisted total abdominal hysterectomy (CATAH
technique): A new technique for uterine removal in benign pathologies.
Gynecol Minim Invasive Ther 2021;10:109-13.

3. Grigoriadis G, Mumdzjans A. Trocar configuration in laparoscopic
hysterectomy for benign indications. Gynecol Minim Invasive Ther
2021;10:137-42.

4. Sleiman Z, Baba RE, Garzon S, Khazaka A. The significant risk factors
of intra-operative hemorrhage during laparoscopic myomectomy:
A systematic review. Gynecol Minim Invasive Ther 2020;9:6-12.

5. Damiani GR, Muzzupapa G, Villa M, Trojano G, Loizzi V. Focus on
intrauterine morcellator. Gynecol Minim Invasive Ther 2021;10:135-6.

.@ 2022 Gynecology and Minimally Invasive Therapy | Published by Wolters Kluwer - Medknow




Lee, et al.: Establish the certification system of gynecologic endoscopists

6. OtaY, Ota K, Takahashi T, Suzuki S, Sano R, Shiota M. A suturing
method without exposure of barbs on the wound surface using a
unidirectional barbed monofilament absorbable suture (STRATAFIX™)
in laparoscopic myomectomy: A feasibility study. Gynecol Minim
Invasive Ther 2021;10:104-8.

7. Lee CL, Huang KG, Nam JH, Lim PC, Shun FW, Lee KW, et al. The
statement of the Asia-Pacific Association for gynecologic endoscopy
and minimally invasive therapy for LACC study. Gynecol Minim
Invasive Ther 2019;8:91-3.

Article History:
Submitted: 21-Jun-2022
Accepted: 23-Jun-2022
Published: 05-Aug-2022

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 License, which allows others to
remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, as long as appropriate credit
is given and the new creations are licensed under the identical terms.

Access this article online

Quick Response Code:
Website:
wWww.e-gmit.com

DOI:
10.4103/gmit.gmit_75_22

How to cite this article: Lee CL, Huang KG, Chang CC. Establish the
certification system of gynecologic endoscopists. Gynecol Minim Invasive

Ther 2022;11:139-40.

Gynecology and Minimally Invasive Therapy | July-September 2022 | Volume 11 | Issue 3 -




