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Editor:

We wish to commend Dr David Bluemke and the Radiol-
ogy Editorial Board for their work on Radiology Special
Focus website: COVID-19 (2019 Novel Coronavirus)
(https://pubs.rsna.org/2019-ncov). This information will
help radiologists worldwide and in China know about the
outbreak of this new respiratory illness. We have found
this website to be an exceptionally valuable resource
that provides the global radiology community with un-
restricted access to key publications to help prevent the
spread of this outbreak.

On January 22, 2020, the first patient with COVID-19
was confirmed in Anhui, China. Meanwhile, my colleagues
and I started to focus on the imaging manifestations of this
disease and the spectrum of imaging findings. On January
31, Lei et al (1) reported bilateral peripheral ground-glass
opacities (GGOs) of COVID-19 in Radiology. Forty con-
firmed cases in our hospital also demonstrated the same
CT findings in most patients. GGOs were bilateral in 91%
of patients, involvements of posterior lungs were found in
85%, and peripheral involvements were found in 86% of
patients. Chest CT showed pure GGOs in 82% patients,
GGOs with interstitial and/or interlobular septal thick-
ening in 75% patients, and GGOs with consolidation in
48% cases.

From February 4 until the present, Radiology has pub-
lished CT findings of COVID-19 that can effectively

guide our clinical work. Dr David Bluemke released two
podcasts concisely summarizing the most important views
on the naming, epidemiology, imaging, and clinical aspects
of COVID-19. Dr Jeff Kanne wrote an editorial about
COVID-19 “Key Points for the Radiologist” (2) and Drs
Fernando Kay and Suhny Abbara wrote an editorial “The
Many Faces of COVID-19: Spectrum of Imaging Mani-
festations” (3), which also helps us in our clinical work.
The recently published “Coronavirus Disease 2019 (CO-
VID-19): A Perspective from China” (4) summarizes ra-
diologists’ understanding of clinical and chest CT features
of COVID-19 that will help to detect early infection and
assess the course of disease. This review (4) also provides
a full translation in Chinese, which is available as supple-
mental material. This approach is particularly good to ac-
complish the goals of communicating timely and crucial
findings to the international scientific community, while
also disseminating the latest knowledge to front-line health
workers. It is worth recommending in future work.
Thanks again to the RSNA for staying up to date with
cases and commentary on imaging of COVID-19. RSNA
has very fast peer review and online publication, helping
the radiologist gain valuable time to learn about CO-
VID-19 and prevent further spread of this infection.
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