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ABSTRACT: This study used a simple coprecipitation method to produce
pristine, silica-coated, and amino-functionalized CoFe2O4 nanoadsorbents.
Amino-functionalization was done to increase the active surface area and metal
ion removal efficiency. Both pristine and functionalized adsorbents were
employed to recover Pb(II), Zn(II), and Cu(II) ions from wastewater. The
adsorption tests were performed by varying the initial concentration of metal ions
and contact time at a fixed pH of 6.5. Atomic adsorption spectroscopy was
utilized to detect the proportion of metals removed from water. Additionally, the
pseudo-first-order, pseudo-second-order, Freundlich, and Langmuir models were
employed to compute the kinetic and isothermic data from metal ion adsorption
onto the adsorbents. The amino-functionalized adsorbent showed adsorption
capacities of 277.008, 254.453, and 258.398 mg/g for Cu(II), Pb(II), and Zn(II)
ions, respectively. According to the adsorption results, the Langmuir isotherm
and the pseudo-second-order model best suit the data. The best fitting of the pseudo-second-order model with the data indicates
that coordinative interactions between amino groups and metal ions are responsible for chemisorption. The metal ions bind with −
NH2 groups on the adsorbent surface through chelate bonds. Chelate bonds are extremely strong and stable, indicating the
effectiveness of the CoFe2O4@SiO2−NH2 adsorbent in adsorbing heavy-metal ions. The tested adsorbent exhibited good
performance, batter stability, and good reusable values around 77, 81, and 76% for Cu(II), Pb(II), and Zn(II) ions, respectively, after
five adsorption cycles.

■ INTRODUCTION
Increased water contamination from industrial pollutants,
agricultural operations, and urban residential waste seriously
threatens global water quality.1 Human activities such as
industrial production, mining, and using these metals in
various products have significantly enhanced the discharge of
these metals into our environment. Ions of metals such as lead,
arsenic, cadmium, copper, zinc, mercury, and radionuclides
such as 235U(VI), 90Sr(II), and other persistent actinides
exhibit exceptionally high toxicity, radioactivity, radiotoxicity,
and mobility in ecological systems.2 The major causes of
Zn(II), Cu(II), and Pb(II) pollution are mining and ore
processing industries.3 These metals enter into our environ-
ment when used in industrial operations, including metal
smelting, plating, and battery manufacturing.4 These metals
can be found in industrial waste in substantial amounts and can
subsequently find their way into the land, water, and air. Water
contaminated with these metals can seriously impact human
and aquatic life. These heavy metals are toxic and cause many
health issues, depending on the level of exposure.5 The
exposure to contaminated water can lead to gastrointestinal

issues including nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. Long-term
exposure can lead to more serious health problems like kidney
and liver damage, anemia, and neurological damage.6 Pregnant
women and babies are more vulnerable to exposure to heavy
metals.7 These metals can accumulate in fish and other aquatic
organisms, leading to deformities, reproductive issues, and
even death.8,9

To avoid these detrimental situations, heavy-metal ion
content in water sources must be reduced by improving waste
management practices, increasing regulation of industrial
activities, and using filtration systems for the treatment of
drinking water.10 Due to distinct physical and chemical traits,
metal nanoparticles have demonstrated the potential of
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removing heavy metals from wastewater.11 Researchers have
been working for years to find novel approaches to remove
heavy metals from water by employing magnetic composite
materials. Yao et al.12 worked on organic contaminants,
colloids, and tiny particles, which are challenging to separate
using traditional techniques. They revealed that these particles
can be separated through magnetic nanoparticle-based
adsorbents. Magnetic adsorbents can simultaneously collect
multiple heavy metals, including chromium, lead, cadmium,
zinc, copper, etc. Because they are so simple to separate after
use, magnetic absorbent materials are increasingly in demand
to eliminate contaminants. The magnetic nanoparticles provide
good magnetic characteristics to adsorbents, allowing them to
be separated from the treated solution using a strong magnet
bar or an external magnetic field. The magnetic characteristics
streamline the adsorption and recovery of adsorbent and make
wastewater treatment an economical and effective process. The
large surface area of silica-treated and amino-functionalized
CoFe2O4 provides a high number of active sites for the
adsorption of metal ions. They are very reactive and efficient at
binding to heavy-metal ions in water because of their small size
and high surface-area-to-volume ratio.13 Iron oxide,14 titanium
dioxide,15 carbon-based nanoparticles,16 and chitosan-based17

nanoparticles are also being tested for wastewater treat-
ment.18,19 These adsorbents are modified with functional
groups targeting heavy-metal ions, making them highly
selective in binding.20,21

In the present research, CoFe2O4 is preferred over other
magnetic nanoparticles to treat wastewater for heavy metals.
Due to the high magnetic susceptibility, the applied magnetic
field can strongly attract these nanoparticles. CoFe2O4

nanoparticles also exhibit high corrosive and chemical stability.
This material exhibits moderate magnetic coercivity, remanent
magnetization, and saturation magnetization.22 CoFe2O4
nanoparticles also show stable behavior over various temper-
atures and are biocompatible, making them safe for water
treatment applications.23 However, pristine CoFe2O4 nano-
particles dissolve quickly in acidic media and form large
aggregates with fewer reactive groups. Because of better
stability in acidic environments, silica coating shields the
magnetite core from dissolution.24 The modification of the
surface of CoFe2O4 nanoparticles can be achieved through
functionalization with organic or inorganic compounds, which
can introduce surface charge, hydrophobicity, or specific
functional groups that can interact with the ions of heavy
metals. The surface modification also improves the stability
and dispersibility of the nanoparticles in the water, preventing
agglomeration and enhancing their performance in wastewater
treatment.25−30 This work aims to investigate a facile,
environmentally friendly, and easy approach for developing
CoFe2O4 adsorbents using amino as the grafted group to
increase their adsorption capacity.

■ MATERIALS AND METHODS
Chemicals. 3-Aminopropyltriethoxysilane (APTES,

C9H23NO3Si, 99%) and tetraethyl ortho silicate (TEOS,
C8H20O4Si, 98%) were bought from Macklin Reagent
(Shanghai, China). Iron(III) nitrate nanohydrate, cobalt
nitrate hexahydrate, sodium hydroxide (NaOH), ammonia−
water (NH4OH), lead(II) nitrate, zinc acetate, copper(II)
nitrate trihydrate, and ethanol were supplied by Merck. All of

Scheme 1. Illustration of Silica Coating and Amino-Functionalized CoFe2O4 Nanoparticles

ACS Omega http://pubs.acs.org/journal/acsodf Article

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.3c07200
ACS Omega 2024, 9, 3507−3524

3508

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.3c07200?fig=sch1&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.3c07200?fig=sch1&ref=pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/journal/acsodf?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.3c07200?urlappend=%3Fref%3DPDF&jav=VoR&rel=cite-as


the chemicals utilized in this investigation were of analytical
reagent grade.
Preparation of the CoFe2O4 Adsorbent. The copreci-

pitation technique was used to create cobalt ferrite nano-
particles.31 Iron nitrate and cobalt nitrate were used in a 2:1
molar ratio. For this, 100 mL of deionized water was mixed
with 12 g of iron nitrate and 5 g of cobalt nitrate, and the
mixture was stirred for 30 min. Subsequently, NaOH solution
was introduced dropwise while maintaining continuous
agitation until the pH reached 10. The resulting solution was
then agitated for 2 h. The obtained brownish precipitates were
then centrifuged with water and ethanol. Precipitates were
dried at 100 °C for 24 h before being subjected to 4 h of
calcination at 800 °C to produce magnetic adsorbent
nanoparticles.
Silica Coating of the CoFe2O4 Adsorbent. CoFe2O4

adsorbent nanoparticles were coated with silica (SiO2) by
following the work of Ren et al.22 Briefly, 2 g of CoFe2O4
nanoparticles were dispersed in distilled water and subjected to
sonication for 40 min. The resultant magnetic solution was
then heated at 353 K and agitated for an additional 30 min.
Then, silica coating was done at 353 K for 3 h by adding 4 mL
of TEOS and 2 mL of NH4OH to maintain the pH of the
solution around 10−11. The solution was then dried at 333 K,
rinsed with purified water, and magnetically separated. Scheme
1 depicts the mechanism of the silica coating on nanoparticles.
Amino-Functionalization of the CoFe2O4@SiO2 Ad-

sorbent. For amino-functionalization, 10 mL of distilled water
and 40 mL of anhydrous ethanol were initially mixed with 1 g
of silica-coated adsorbent and ultrasonically dispersed. Another
solution was made with 1 mL of TEOS in 20 mL of ethanol.
The mixture was mixed with the already-prepared solution and
stirred for 10 min after being subjected to sonication for 20
min. Additionally, 1 mL of APTES was separately sonicated
with 20 mL of ethanol and subsequently added to the solution.
The solution then kept reacting for 8 h. During the reaction,
amino groups attach to the CoFe2O4@SiO2 surface through
the interaction of Si−OH with −CH3 in APTES. Finally, the
prepared CoFe2O4@SiO2−NH2 was washed until the pH
reached a neutral level. The final product was subjected to a
drying process and stored for adsorption application. The steps

of preparation of the amino-functionalized adsorbent are
shown in Scheme 1.
The silica coating of CoFe2O4 nanoparticles modifies their

surface through the addition of certain functional groups that
improve particle stability.32 Through siloxane linkages, silica
forms a covalent bond with the surface of CoFe2O4. The
formation of these bonds occurs via a reaction between the
hydroxyl groups on the surface of CoFe2O4 and the silanol
groups. The TEOS creates Si−OH, which then combines with
Fe−OH on the nanoparticle surface. This reaction results in
the production of CoFe2O4, predominantly covered within a
silica shell. The Si−OH groups of CoFe2O4@SiO2 engaged in
a reaction with −CH3 derived from APTES. The Fourier
transform infrared (FTIR) analysis of the composite material
confirmed that this reaction adds amino groups on its surface.
Adsorption of Heavy Metals. To gain insight into the

adsorption of metal ions by the adsorbent, the agitation time
and initial concentration of metal ions were changed. Studies
were conducted by dissolving 0.045 g/L concentration of lead
nitrate (Pb (NO3)2), zinc acetate (ZnC2H3O2)2, and copper
nitrate (Cu(NO3)2) in water. Then, 70 mg of the prepared
pristine nanoparticles were introduced to 200 mL of
wastewater in a beaker. Samples were taken at specified
periods during 500 min of stirring with a pH of 6.5. To test the
impact of the amino coating on the adsorption process, the
same method was carried out again, utilizing functionalized
nanoparticles. The adsorption isotherms were investigated at
pH 6.5 and room temperature with solutions of Cu(NO3)2,
(ZnC2H3O2)2, and Pb(NO3)2, having initial concentrations in
the range of 0.025−0.35 g/L. The solution was stirred for
mixing and adsorption of metal ions. Atomic absorption
spectroscopy was employed to quantify the residual ions in the
supernatant after removal of the adsorbent from the solution.
Figure 1 illustrates the adsorption and desorption process.
Adsorption creates a layer of metallic ions, or adsorbates, on
the surface of adsorbents. Since adsorption is a reversible
process under some conditions, it may be replicated for several
cycles using a desorption technique. The following primary
steps are involved in the adsorption of metal ions on the
surface of the adsorbent: the pollutant is transported from the
polluted solution to the surface of the adsorbent, adsorption

Figure 1. Illustration of the adsorption and desorption processes of functionalized nanoparticles.
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occurs on the solid substrate, and the pollutant is transported
within the adsorbent particle. Charged metallic ions of Cu(II),
Pb(II), and Zn(II) adsorb on differentially charged amino-
functionalized adsorbents due to electrostatic attraction. The
metallic substances have a strong affinity for surfaces
containing hydroxyl (−OH) or other functional groups.
After the adsorption process, 0.3 g of each adsorbent was

washed with 100 mL of 0.2 M HCl for the desorption of Cu,
Zn, and Pb heavy metals. For this purpose, the mixture was
stirred at 200 rpm using a stirrer for 14 h. Subsequently, the
amount of metal ions in the solution was determined. The
adsorbent was magnetically separated, washed, and dried for
the next cycle. Each adsorbent sample was used for five cycles
to check its stability and reusability.
Measurements and Characterizations. X-ray diffraction

spectra were generated using a Bruker D6 spectrometer to
study the phase structures of pristine, silica-coated, and amino-
functionalized adsorbents. The diffraction data were acquired
throughout the 2θ range of 20−80° with a step size of 0.02°.
The UV−visible analysis was conducted in the 200−800 nm
range using a Cecil CE-7200 spectrometer. This analysis was
used to study the optical band gap of the adsorbent. The FTIR
spectra of the adsorbents were produced in 4000 to 500 cm−1

range using a Cary-630 FTIR spectrophotometer. The spectra
were analyzed to study the bond formation and functional
groups of the adsorbents. A scanning electron microscopy
(SEM) Nova-Nano 450 SEM instrument was employed to
investigate the surface morphology of the adsorbents. Using a
vibrating-sample magnetometer (VSM, 7407), the magnet-
ization values of the adsorbents were measured as a function of
the applied magnetic field at room temperature. Metal ion
concentrations were determined using an Atomic Absorption
Spectrophotometer (Hitachi Polarized Zeeman AAS, Z-8200
Japan).

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
FTIR Analysis of Adsorbents. The functionalized and

pristine adsorbent samples were analyzed for functional groups.
FTIR spectra were produced to determine the various groups
present in the samples. The composition and surface functional
groups were analyzed in Figure 2. A minor peak in the

CoFe2O4 spectrum was found at 860 cm−1, as suggested by
Ren et al.22 This peak was caused by the particular spinel
crystal structure of nanoparticles, which is assigned to
vibrational mode surface Co−O bonds. The Co−O bond is
quite strong; therefore, it does not vibrate as much as other
bonds in the structure. Some peaks were suppressed in the
silica- and amino-modified nanoparticles due to the presence
of silica on the nanoparticle and the reaction between the
amino group and the surface Co−O bonds, which caused
alterations in their vibrational properties. As proposed by
Wang et al.33 and Lan et al.,34 a peak at 797 cm−1 in the
spectrum of silica-modified nanoparticles is ascribed to the
symmetrical stretching vibration of Si−O−Si bond in silica
coating. In the amino-coated adsorbent, the peak became more
intense due to the formation of a hydrogen bond with the silica
coating.
The Si−OH stretching vibration confirms the existence of a

silica coating on the particle surface. A minor spectral band at
around 958 cm−1 is consistent with the findings of Wang et
al.33 Additionally, peaks at 1058 and 1036 cm−1 are seen in
silica-coated and amino-functionalized silica-coated CoFe2O4
samples, which is consistent with the conclusions made by Lan
et al.34 These peaks are assigned to asymmetrical stretching
vibration of Si−O−Si bond and the stretching mode of C−O
bond in the amino coating, respectively. A peak at 1058 cm−1

was seen in the spectra, which is caused by the metal−oxygen
(M−O) bond stretching mode in the CoFe2O4 nanoparticles.
A peak observed at 1339 cm−1 is assigned to the deformation
vibration of the −NH group, indicating the existence of an
amino group. Furthermore, a peak at 1541 cm−1 in the spectra
of CoFe2O4 and silica-coated CoFe2O4 is assigned to the
asymmetric stretching vibration of the carboxylate group,
confirming the presence of COO− in all peaks. However, the
peak observed at the same wavelength in the spectra of −NH2-
functionalized silica-coated CoFe2O4 is more intense, possibly
due to the carboxylate group attachment to the functionalized
adsorbent. Finally, a peak at 1653 cm−1 is attributed to H−OH
vibration bending of the absorbed water molecules.33 Peaks at
2868 and 2915 cm−1 in the spectra of the −NH2-functionalized
silica-coated adsorbent are consistent with the conclusions of
Ren et al.22 These peaks are induced by symmetric stretching
vibration and asymmetric stretching vibration of (−CH2)
methylene groups present in the alkyl chains of the APTES
molecule, which was utilized in amino-functionalization of the
adsorbent. In the amino-functionalized adsorbent, an addi-
tional peak was seen at 3650 cm−1 because of stretching
vibrations of silanol (�Si−OH) and physisorbed water
(−OH).
Magnetic Properties of Adsorbents. The VSM

technique was used to examine the magnetic characteristics
of the produced samples. Comparative hysteresis loops are
shown in Figure 3. CoFe2O4 nanoparticles were found to have
high Ms, Mr, and Hc values around 75 emu/g, 30 emu/g, and
1379 Oe, respectively, which are analogous to the findings of
Zhang et al.35 and Zalite et al.36 When the calcination
temperature increases, the defect in the material gradually
diminishes and the thermal disturbance of atoms at the surface
decreases. The regular alignment of the magnetic domains
causes an increase in saturation magnetization.37 In silica-
coated adsorbents, the saturation magnetization dropped to 69
emu/g.38 A reduction in the saturation magnetization indicates
that the silica shell was adequately deposited on the surface.

Figure 2. FTIR spectra of pristine, silica-coated, and amino-
functionalized adsorbents.
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The saturation magnetization for the −NH2-functionalized
silica-coated adsorbent decreased further to 57 emu/g due to

the amorphous nature of the coating, decreased CoFe2O4
content in each sample, and an increased layer of organic

Figure 3. Hysteresis loops of pristine, silica-coated, and amino-functionalized adsorbents.

Figure 4. (a) UV spectra of pristine, silica-coated, and amino-functionalized adsorbents, and Tauc plot of (b) pristine, (c) silica-coated, and (d)
amino-functionalized adsorbents.
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shell on nanoparticle. The silica-coated amino-functionalized
adsorbents showed coercive force and remanent magnetization
values comparable to the pristine magnetic adsorbent.22 Even
though the surface coatings reduced the magnetic character-
istics, the nanoparticles could still readily be separated from the
treated water by using an external magnetic field. The
redispersion is faster when the applied magnetic field is
withdrawn with a minor tremble. Because of the solid−liquid
separation and redispersion, which preserves the magnetic
characteristics, the produced adsorbents can effectively be
employed for the treatment of heavy metals.
UV Spectroscopy of Adsorbents. UV−vis analysis was

performed to analyze the optical behavior of coated and
uncoated adsorbent samples. The range of UV−vis spectra was
set 200−900 nm in Figure 4. The absorbance spectra in Figure
4a show absorbance in the ultraviolet region, proving the
semiconducting nature of the samples. As reported in the study
of Akhtar et al.,39 the absorbance is often influenced by a wide
range of variables, including the band gap, particle size, lattice
parameters, and surface roughness. The Tauc plot relation
“(αhv)2 = B(hv − Eg)γ” was used to obtain the energy band gap
values for each sample, where γ = 2 or 1/2 for direct allowed
and indirect allowed transitions between the valence and

conduction bands.40 Figure 4b−d displays hυ vs (αhυ)2 plots
of pristine, silica-coated, and amino-functionalized adsorbents,
respectively. Pristine adsorbent showed a relatively smaller
band gap value of 4.1 eV compared to modified adsorbents.41

The silica and amino-coated samples showed band gap values
of 5.34 and 5.83 eV, respectively. These values agree with a
previous study by Erdem et al.42 on silica-coated nano-
composites. In the case of the pristine adsorbent, the optical
band gap was small because of the freer charge carriers on
lattice sites due to the higher density of metallic cations. As
these charge carriers are free to move, even an incident light
beam having small energy will cause the charges to move from
valence to the conduction band. In the case of silica coating
and −NH2-functionalization,43 all of the adsorbent samples
were suitable to work in the UV region when their optical
properties are considered in an environmental treatment
application or photocatalysis application.
XRD Analysis of Adsorbents. Figure 5 displays XRD

patterns of both pristine and modified adsorbents. Clear
intensity peaks are visible in the powder sample at 2θ of 29.99
(220), 35.33 (311), 37.25 (222), 43.01 (400), 47.06 (331),
57.02 (511), 62.52 (440), 65.75 (531), and 74.18° (533). This
comparison of the peaks with reference patterns reveals that

Figure 5. XRD patterns of pristine, silica-coated, and amino-functionalized adsorbents.

Table 1. Structural Parameters Calculated from XRD Data of the Adsorbent

lattice plane fwhm

sr.
2θ
(deg)

d-spacing
(Å)

d-spacing (Å)
JCPDS h k l β

crystallite size D
(nm)

dislocation density δ × 10−3

(nm−2)
microstrain
ε × 10−3

lattice constant
(Å)

1 29.98 2.97746 2.9680 2 2 0 0.4401 18.6890 2.8630 7.1692 8.4215
2 35.33 2.53836 2.5310 3 1 1 0.5426 15.3663 4.2351 7.4335 8.4188
3 37.24 2.41196 2.4240 2 2 2 0.5680 14.7588 4.5909 7.3541 8.3553
4 43.01 2.10123 2.0990 4 0 0 0.4365 19.5623 2.6131 4.8336 8.4049
5 47.06 1.92938 1.9260 3 3 1 0.3973 21.8098 2.1023 3.9809 8.4100
6 57.02 1.61383 1.6150 5 1 1 0.7321 12.3490 6.5574 5.8808 8.3857
7 62.52 1.48427 1.4830 4 4 0 0.5675 16.3757 3.7291 4.0787 8.3963
8 65.75 1.41911 1.4190 5 3 1 0.3451 27.4121 1.3308 2.3296 8.3956
9 74.17 1.27738 1.2798 5 3 3 0.3982 25.0076 1.5990 2.2986 8.3763

ACS Omega http://pubs.acs.org/journal/acsodf Article

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.3c07200
ACS Omega 2024, 9, 3507−3524

3512

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.3c07200?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.3c07200?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.3c07200?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.3c07200?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/journal/acsodf?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.3c07200?urlappend=%3Fref%3DPDF&jav=VoR&rel=cite-as


the prepared samples have a microcrystalline structure. All
specific peaks agree with the JCPDS of Cobalt Ferrite (00-022-
1086), which verifies the face-centered cubic spinel structure of
the adsorbent. Diffraction analysis reveals a fairly strong peak
at around 2θ of 35.33°, corresponding to the merging of
individual nanostructures.44 Additionally, the diffraction peaks
in silica-coated and amino-functionalized adsorbents are
comparable to those of pristine CoFe2O4, and no additional
peaks are noticed aside from a very small peak around 23° in
the silica and amino-coated samples, confirming the presence
of amorphous silica.33

Table 1 lists different XRD-derived parameters such as
dislocation density, strain, and lattice constant. Bragg’s law in
eq 1 was used to relate the diffraction angle with the
interplanar distance in the lattice. Lattice constants were
determined using the plane spacing in eq 2. The standard value
of lattice constant is 8.3919 Å, which was confirmed by the
reference JPCDS (card no. 00-022-1086), The experimental
value of 8.3960 Å agreed well with the standard value of lattice
constant. The Debye−Sherrer formula in eq 3 was employed
to obtain the crystallite size of each sample. Here, k is taken as
0.9, β is the full width at half-maximum, θ is Bragg’s angle, and
λ is the wavelength. These calculations yielded an average

crystallite size around 19.0368 nm.44 The extent of distortion
in the crystalline lattice is known as microstrain. It originates
from flaws such as stacking faults, triple junctions at grain
boundaries, sintering stress, and coherency stress.43 The
microstrain of all of the adsorbent samples is shown in Table 1
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Morphology and Size Distribution of Adsorbents.
SEM micrographs were produced to further describe the
morphology and size of the pristine and modified adsorbents.
Figure 6 compares the surface morphologies of pristine and
functionalized adsorbents. SEM images revealed that the
average particle size of the unmodified nanoparticles was
somewhat smaller than that of the functionalized nanoparticles.
The nanoparticles were uniformly shaped and roughly
spherical in shape. In modified adsorbents, the salinization
and functionalization processes prevented the nanoparticles

Figure 6. (a) SEM image of the pristine adsorbent, (b) size distribution of the pristine adsorbent, (c) SEM image of the amino-functionalized
adsorbent, and (d) size distribution of the amino-functionalized adsorbent.
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from agglomerating due to the magnetic properties, as shown
in Figure 6a. However, the pristine sample showed aggregation
of the particles due to their strong magnetic characteristics
compared to modified nanoparticles, as reported in Figure
6a.45 The agglomeration of the particles in the pristine sample
results in a small reactive surface area compared to the
modified sample. In the modified adsorbent, the caping
material itself caused some agglomeration among the nano-
particles. The particle size of the pristine nanoparticles was
estimated to be 431 nm, as shown in Figure 6b. A small
increase in particle size was noticed following the amine-
functionalization of the adsorbent, as shown in Figure 6c. After
going through amine-functionalization, the particle size was
measured at about 455 nm (Figure 6d). This increase in size
was due to the deposition of the coating material on the
nanoparticles.

■ ADSORPTION OF HEAVY-METAL IONS
Effect of pH on the Adsorption Performance. The pH

of the solution plays a significant role in the adsorption
process. As the metal hydroxide may precipitate at a pH
greater than 7, in previous studies by Wang et al.,33

experiments were conducted at various pH values between 2
and 10. It was demonstrated that the adsorbents have
considerable adsorption toward the ions of heavy metals
around a pH value of 7. When the pH of the solution is low,
the H+ ions on the surface of functionalized nanoparticles react
with the metal ions, resulting in the protonation of amino
groups on the surface. As a result, the rate of heavy-metal
adsorption decreases at low pH values.46,47 According to the
study by Zhang et al.,48 as the pH of the solution increases, H+
ions begin dissociating from the functional groups until the
surface is totally deprotonated, and the competitiveness of H+
ions weakens as their concentration reduces. The surface
becomes negatively charged, enhancing the adsorption
capacities of the adsorbent for the said metal ions. Addition-
ally, at low pH, heavy-metal ions and amine group ions
(−NH3+) show Coulomb repulsions, which also reduces the
effectiveness of adsorbents for adsorption.49 The adsorption
properties are based on the presence of amino groups on the
surfaces of CoFe2O4@SiO2 nanoparticles. As shown in Figure
7, a large number of heavy-metal ions were absorbed when the
pH value was close to 7 due to a strong interaction of amino
sites on nanoparticles with the metal ions. In a strongly acidic
or basic environment, Co ions start to leach from the CoFe2O4
composition into the solution. The high solubility of Co ions
in the solution causes inactivation of the adsorbent. The pH of
the solution for the adsorption experiment was adjusted to a
neutral level to ensure maximal adsorption of the metal ions.
Effect of Contact Time on the Adsorption Perform-

ance. Figure 8 shows the percentage of removal of heavy-
metal ions using pristine and functionalized adsorbents with
time. All three types of heavy-metal ions showed comparable
adsorption. Equation 4 can be utilized to determine the
percentage removal of metallic ions after different time
intervals. The removal efficiency was significantly high during
the first 40−60 min. The adsorption slows down with time and
reaches a steady state after 300 min of adsorption time. The
adsorption of metal ions by the functionalized adsorbent was
notably higher than the pristine adsorbent. The excessive active
sites on the functionalized adsorbent compared to the pristine
one and the quick dispersal of heavy-metal ions from the
contaminated water to the surface of the adsorbent during the

initial phases are likely the key causes of the initial rapid rate of
removal of metal ions.50

The concentration of metal ions reached an equilibrium
point after 300 min. Equation 5 can be used to determine the
adsorption capacity of the adsorbent. Equation 6 provides the
maximum adsorption capacity of the adsorbate
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where Ci and Cf represent the initial and final metal ion
concentrations in contaminated water. The quantity of the
adsorbed metal ions after a specific time is denoted by qt, while
qe is the maximum adsorption capacity, which represents the
amount of metal ions adsorbed per unit mass of the adsorbent
at equilibrium; the volume of the contaminated solution is
denoted by V, and the mass of the absorbent is denoted by m.
The relative adsorption capacities of the adsorbent toward the
metal ions over time are shown in Figure 8. The amino-
functionalized adsorbent showed roughly 30% higher adsorp-
tion capacity than the pristine adsorbent at the end of the
process.
Adsorption Kinetics. To comprehend the kinetics of

adsorption, two kinetic models were developed known as
pseudo-first-order and second-order models. The pseudo-first-
order kinetic model is employed for reversible processes when
equilibrium is maintained between the solid and liquid phases,
suggesting physisorption rather than chemisorption. The
pseudo-second-order model clarifies the kinetics of heavy-
metal ion adsorption onto adsorbents. The pseudo-first-order
model in its linear form is shown in eq 7

q

t
k q q

d

d
( )t

t1 e=
(7)

Here, the adsorbate amounts after time “t″ and equilibrium are
denoted by qt and qe (mg/g), respectively. The equilibrium
constant of the pseudo-first-order model is denoted by the

Figure 7. Effect of solution pH on adsorption capacity of the amino-
functionalized adsorbent.
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Figure 8. Effect of contact time on the adsorption of metal ions and comparative analysis of the adsorption capacity toward the metal ions.

Figure 9. Pseudo-models for the adsorption of Cu(II) ions.
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constant k1. In the pseudo-first-order model, differences
between saturation concentration and total amount of solid
absorbed over time can be directly related to changes in the
rate at which a solute is absorbed. This model is mostly
applicable to the early stages of an adsorption process. By
integrating and applying limits to the above eq 7, we get eq 8
as

q q q
k

tlog( ) log
2.303te e

1=
(8)

When studying the relationship between time “t″ and log(qe −
qt), a plot is produced for the pseudo-first-order model. This
linear plot is then compared to the integrated linear form of
the pseudo-first-order model. The parameters for the model
were obtained using the slope and intercept of the resultant
line.51

The second-order kinetic model is based on the fact that the
adsorption rate is proportional to the number of unoccupied
sites and the number of adsorbate molecules in the liquid or
gas phase. This model is expressed in the form of eq 9
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It can also be expressed in the form of eq 10 as
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Also, h can be expressed in the form of eq 11

h k q2 e
2= (11)

Here, k2 denotes the rate constant, qe and qt are the quantities
of adsorbed heavy-metal ions at equilibrium and at time t,
respectively, and h indicates the original sorption rate. Plotting
qe versus t/qt should reveal a specific relation. Using slope (1/
Qm) and intercept, we can calculate the amount of adsorbed
adsorbate at equilibrium to obtain the rate constant “k2”.

52

Here, Qm is the maximum adsorption capacity of the
adsorbent.
Pseudo-Models for the Removal of Heavy-Metal Ions.

On the basis of pseudo-models, Figure 9 displays a comparison
plot of Cu(II) ion adsorption onto synthesized pristine and
functionalized adsorbents. According to the work by
Vamvakidis et al.,53 16.6 mg/g of Cu(II) ions adsorbed on
the ferrite nanoparticles under equilibrium conditions. These
calculations employed pseudo-first-order kinetics. In our study,
the adsorbent showed a maximal adsorption capacity of around
29.1 mg/g at equilibrium. The calculations were based on the
utilization of the pseudo-second-order model. The kinetic
parameters for the adsorption of Cu(II), Pb(II), and Zn(II)
ions are listed in Table 2. The kinetic parameters can be useful
in understanding which model is best suited for adsorption
data. It is discovered that the second-order model better
describes the adsorption of Cu(II) ions on uncoated and
functionalized adsorbent. However, the functionalized adsorb-

Table 2. Kinetic Parameters for the Adsorption of Cu(II), Pb(II), and Zn(II) Ions

first-order kinetic model second-order kinetic model

intercept slope qe (mg/g) k1 R2 intercept slope qe (mg/g) k2 R2

Adsorption of Cu(II) Ions
pristine CoFe2O4 1.67978 −0.0017 5.364376 −3.44 × 10−6 0.92068 0.09988 0.00697 143.472 0.00048639 0.9982
CoFe2O4@SiO2-NH2 1.88687 −0.0046 6.598682 −0.0000092 0.95917 0.06865 0.00554 180.505 0.00044707 0.9986

Adsorption of Pb(II) Ions
pristine CoFe2O4 4.56948 −0.00428 96.49392 −0.00000856 0.9769 0.27332 0.0066 151.5152 0.00015937 0.9868
CoFe2O4@SiO2-NH2 4.35709 −0.00952 78.02974 −0.00001904 0.9293 0.07786 0.0054 185.1852 0.00037452 0.9985

Adsorption of Zn(II) Ions
pristine CoFe2O4 1.5661 −0.00257 4.78794 −0.00000514 0.8644 0.07639 0.00691 144.7178 0.000625057 0.9992
CoFe2O4@SiO2-NH2 1.60305 −0.00403 4.96816 −0.00000806 0.9287 0.04625 0.00581 172.1170 0.000729862 0.9996

Figure 10. Pseudo-models for the adsorption of Pb(II) ions.
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ent exhibits higher adsorption capability when compared with
the pristine adsorbent, indicating that the amino coating on
nanoparticles is effective for applications involving wastewater
treatment for heavy metals. The fittings indicate that the
pseudo-second-order model best fits the adsorption data,
confirming the chemisorption process in the adsorption
mechanism of Cu(II) ions according to the previously
published work by Sahare et al.54

Chemical adsorption, also known as chemisorption, is the
process by which adsorbate molecules attach to a solid surface.
This happens due to intense chemical interactions between the
adsorbate and the surface, such as due to ionic or covalent
bonding, creating a monolayer on the surface of the adsorbent
with discrete molecule orientations and site specificity.
Adsorption frequently includes the exchange of electrons
between the surface of the nanoparticles and the adsorbate,
forming stable chemical bonds. Chemisorption is distinguished
by its energy dependency on surface coverage and temperature,
with activation energy often required due to strong
intermolecular interactions between the adsorbate and the
surface. The pseudo-second-order model generated a straight

line that matched the data more correctly than the first-order
model, which is in consonant with the results found in the
previous investigation of Ren et al.22 and Vamvakidis et al.53

The maximal adsorption capacity based on the pseudo-second-
order kinetic model is around 180.505 mg g−1, which is much
larger than the adsorption capacities obtained using the
pristine adsorbent. The results indicate that the method used
for Cu(II) ion adsorption on the functionalized adsorbent is
chemisorption.
Figure 10 demonstrates the adsorption of Pb(II) ions using

pseudo-models. When R2 was taken into consideration, the
pseudo-second-order model produced a straight line that more
closely resembled the data than the first-order model, which is
in accordance with the conclusions obtained by Baghaei et al.55

The experimental analysis by Jayalakshmi et al.23 showed high
adsorption of 46.5 and 47.6 mg/g, respectively, for Pb(II) ions
onto the magnetic nanoparticles under equilibrium circum-
stances.
Table 2 displays the parameters calculated from the pseudo-

models. The qe calculated from the experimental data for the
functionalized adsorbent is around 78.02 mg g−1, while the

Figure 11. Pseudo-models for the adsorption of Zn(II) ions.

Figure 12. Isotherm models for the adsorption of Cu(II) ions.
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maximal adsorption capacity based on the pseudo-second-
order model is around 185.18 mg g−1. According to these
findings, chemisorption was involved in the adsorption of
Pb(II) ions onto the functionalized adsorbent. Figure 11
displays the adsorption plots of Zn(II) ions using pseudo-first
and second-order models on the pristine and functionalized
adsorbents.

Adsorption Isotherms. To clearly show how the
adsorbent interacts with the adsorbates, adsorption isotherms
are explored using Freundlich and Langmuir isotherms.
According to the Langmuir model, more binding sites on the
surface of an adsorbent result in improved adsorption results.
Meanwhile, the Freundlich isotherms thoroughly explain the
surface adsorption of numerous adsorbents with different

Table 3. Isotherm Parameters for the Adsorption of Cu(II), Pb(II), and Zn(II) Ions

Langmuir isotherm model Freundlich isotherm model

intercept slope qmax (mg/g) KL R2 intercept slope n Kf R2

Adsorption of Cu(II) Ions
pristine CoFe2O4 0.17094 0.0039 256.410 0.02282 0.97234 1.26081 0.48419 0.48419 3.52828 0.83185
CoFe2O4@SiO2-NH2 0.0297 0.00361 277.008 0.12155 0.99605 1.89687 0.24914 0.24914 6.66500 0.79596

Adsorption of Pb(II) Ions
pristine CoFe2O4 0.10747 0.00476 210.084 0.04429 0.93549 1.36685 0.43457 0.43457 3.92298 0.5723
CoFe2O4@SiO2-NH2 0.04881 0.00393 254.453 0.08052 0.9757 1.74059 0.30823 0.30823 5.70071 0.45803

Adsorption of Zn(II) Ions
pristine CoFe2O4 0.11063 0.00395 253.165 0.03570 0.95595 1.40351 0.4386 0.4386 4.06946 0.69041
CoFe2O4@SiO2-NH2 0.04256 0.00387 258.398 0.09093 0.98981 1.72798 0.32151 0.32151 5.62927 0.63532

Figure 13. Isotherm models for the adsorption of Pb(II) ions.

Figure 14. Isotherm models for the adsorption of Zn(II) ions.
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adsorption sites.56 Figure 12 provides a graphical representa-
tion of the adsorption of Cu(II) ions onto the adsorbent based
on Langmuir and Freundlich isotherms.
Previous reports by Hao et al.57 revealed that the −NH2-

functionalized nanoadsorbent exhibits maximum adsorption
for Cu(II) ions. They used the Langmuir equation to
determine the adsorption of approximately 25.77 mg g−1 at a
pH of 6 and at 298 K. The resulting isotherm parameters for
the pristine and functionalized adsorbent, obtained through
subsequent calculations from the present study, are provided in
Table 3. The maximum adsorption capacity of the adsorbent is
denoted by Qm, which is calculated from the Langmuir model
using eq 12

Q 1
interceptm =

(12)

The maximal adsorption capacity is found to be around 256.41
and 277.008 mg g−1 for Cu(II) ions using pristine and
functionalized adsorbents, respectively.
Figure 13 depicts the adsorption of Pb(II) ions onto

synthesized adsorbents based on the Langmuir and Freundlich
isotherm models. Calculated parameters from this study are
given in Table 3. According to a study by Mahmud et al.,58 the
maximal adsorption capacity of the functionalized nano-
adsorbent, as determined by the Langmuir equation, was
16.7 mg g−1. The isotherm parameters were produced for both
pristine and functionalized adsorbents. The maximal adsorp-
tion capacity (qm) is calculated at around 210.08 and 254.45

Table 4. Comparison of the Adsorption Performance of Various Adsorbents Based on Kinetic Models

pseudo-first-order model pseudo-second-order model

adsorbent
heavy-metal-
treated qe (mg/g) k1 (1/min) R2

qe
(mg/g) k2 R2 ref

CoFe2O4@SiO2-NH2 Cu(II) 177.8 0.000401 0.99897 49
Pb(II) 181.6 0.000453 0.99997

dioctylphetalate triethylenetetraamine (DOP-
TETA) MNPs

Zn(II) 13.89 0.01 0.81 43.1 0.00273 0.99 62

magnetite-NH2 NPs Cu(II) 19.76 0.0382 0.995 24.6 0.00396 0.999 59
lemonwood biochar Zn(II) 52.19 0.055 0.986 100 0.002 0.999 60

Cu(II) 54.43 0.049 0.985 111.1 0.0016 0.99
chitosan-functionalized Fe3O4 Pb(II) 112.4 0.03928 0.9624 152.8 0.0002 0.9613 63
Ag-FMWCNTs Cu(II) 16.21 3.96 0.9793 16.63 6.01 0.99994 64
SPIONs/gel Cu(II) 18.834 0.055 0.992 20.779 0.004 0.991 65

Zn(II) 14.109 0.137 0.986 14.888 0.019 0.998
ZnO NPs Pb(II) 5.8 0.014 0.959 4.5 0.048 0.997 66
CoFe2O4 NPs Cu(II) 5.364 0.00000536 0.9206 143.47 0.000486 0.9982 present

workPb(II) 96.49 0.0000086 0.977 151.52 0.000159 0.987
Zn(II) 4.788 −0.0000051 0.86 144.72 0.00063 0.999

CoFe2O4@SiO2-NH2 NPs Cu(II) 6.5986 0.0000092 0.959 180.505 0.000447 0.9986 present
workPb(II) 78.02 −0.000019 0.929 185.18 0.00037 0.9985

Zn(II) 4.96816 −0.0000081 0.929 172.12 0.00073 0.9996

Table 5. Comparison of the Adsorption Performance of Various Adsorbents Based on Isotherm Models

Freundlich isotherm model Langmuir isotherm model

adsorbent
heavy-metal-
treated n

Kf
(mg/g) R2 qmax

KL
(L/mg) R2 ref

dioctylphetalate triethylenetetraamine (DOP-TETA)
MNPs

Zn(II) 0.57 5.58 0.9 23.75 0.44 0.93 62

Fe3O4@SiO2-NH2 NPs Zn(II) 1.6471 9.9115 0.9923 169.492 36.76 0.8094 67
chitosan-functionalized Fe3O4 NPs Pb(II) 2.6716 2.369 0.9764 95.36 0.9881 63
magnetite-NH2 NPs Cu(II) 1.79 5.81 0.972 28.7 0.25 0.996 59
ZnO NPs Pb(II) 2.81 3.16 0.914 19.65 0.0839 0.999 66
Ag-FMWCNTs Cu(II) 2.71 10.58 0.9632 51.58 0.0987 0.9958 64
SPIONs/gel/PVA Cu(II) 2.2867 45.658 0.976 56.051 3.397 0.993 65

Zn(II) 2.2732 32.866 0.979 40.865 3.267 0.999
chitosan-based Fe3O4 NCs Cu(II) 21.5 0.0165 0.9932 68
zero-valent iron NPs Pb(II) 3.178 19.79 0.964 124.4 0.04 0.989 69
lemonwood biochar Zn(II) 4.41 49.77 0.91 100 0.27 0.998 60

Cu(II) 4.06 56.1 0.975 111.1 1 0.999
CoFe2O4 NPs Cu(II) 0.4842 3.528 0.8319 256.41 0.0228 0.9723 present work

Pb(II) 0.4346 3.923 0.572 210.08 0.0443 0.9355
Zn(II) 0.439 4.0695 0.6904 253.17 0.0357 0.956

CoFe2O4@SiO2-NH2 NPs Cu(II) 0.2491 6.665 0.796 277.008 0.1216 0.9961 present work
Pb(II) 0.3082 5.7 0.458 254.453 0.081 0.9758
Zn(II) 0.3215 5.629 0.6353 258.39 0.0909 0.989
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mg g−1 using pristine and functionalized adsorbents,
respectively. A common adsorption isotherm that explains
the relationship between the concentration of the adsorbate in
solution and how much of it is adsorbed onto a solid surface is
called the Freundlich model. Figure 13 shows the Freundlich
curve for Pb(II) adsorption onto the adsorbent. This model
reveals that the adsorption procedure takes place on a surface
with numerous active sites and that the adsorption increases
with the adsorbate’s concentration. The resulting parameters
are given in Table 3. The correlation constant R2 was
considered for a better-fitted model of the adsorption of
Pb(II) ions. Figure 14 shows the adsorption of Zn(II) ions
using the Freundlich isotherm model and the Langmuir model.
The isotherm parameters generated by utilizing both pristine
and coated adsorbents are shown in Table 3. The highest
adsorption (qm) is estimated to be 253.16 and 258.39 mg g−1,
respectively, using pristine and coated adsorbents.
The current work demonstrates that the Langmuir and

pseudo-second-order models both confirm a superior match
for the adsorption of various metal ions by using both pristine
and functionalized ferrites. However, functionalized adsorbents
showed more adsorption efficiency than pristine adsorbents
due to electrostatic attraction between oppositely charged
metal ions and the amino-functionalized adsorbents. The
hydroxyl (−OH) or other functional groups on the surface are
very attractive to metallic ions. As observed in SEM and VSM
analyses, the pristine adsorbent showed aggregation among the
particles due to strong magnetic characteristics compared to
modified nanoparticles.45 The agglomeration of the particles in
the pristine sample shows a small surface area available for the
adsorption of metal ions. However, the size of the pristine
nanoparticles was slightly smaller than that of the modified
adsorbent. A small increase in size was due to the deposition of
the coating material on the particle surface. The surface coating
reduces the magnetic properties and prevents aggregation of
the nanoparticles by offering a large reactive surface area for
adsorption applications. From the Langmuir isotherm, it is
inferred that the adsorption of metal ions on amino-
functionalized CoFe2O4@SiO2 is a monolayer adsorption
process since the relationship between Ce/qe and Ce shows a
strong linearity. For all heavy metals, the qm values are found to
be quite comparable to the experimental values.
A comparison of the kinetic and isotherm parameters of this

investigation with those in the previously published literature is
summarized in Tables 4 and 5. The amino-functionalized
CoFe2O4@SiO2 outperformed the pristine CoFe2O4 adsorbent
in adsorbing heavy-metal ions. The functionalized adsorbent
showed a greater adsorption capacity for heavy metals than the
majority of conventional adsorbents, including activated
carbon, zeolites, and clay minerals. This adsorbent was also
reusable, since it can be simply regenerated with a mildly acidic
solution. The adsorbent was tested for a maximum of five
cycles. The synthesized adsorbent showed good regeneration
and stability, as reported in Figure 15. Ren et al.49 prepared the
magnetic nanoparticles using the coprecipitation method and
then modified the surface using silica and amino-functionaliza-
tion. The adsorbent was applied to remove heavy-metal ions
from water. It showed the maximum adsorption capacity for
Cu(II) and Pb(II) around 177 and 181 mg g−1, respectively, at
room temperature.
Li et al.59 synthesized the amino-functionalized magnetite

nanoparticles by the sol−gel method. The adsorption capacity
for the removal of Cu(II) ions was achieved around 24.6 mg

g−1 at room temperature and pH around 4. Azadian et al.60

synthesized lemonwood-derived biochar by the biomass
pyrolysis setup and modified its surface by zeolite and
magnetic nanoparticles. This adsorbent showed adsorption
capacities of 109.37 and 80.18 mg g−1 for Zn(II) and Pb(II)
ions, respectively. Meng et al.61 prepared amine-functionalized
Fe3O4@SiO2 nanoparticles using the modified Stober method
to remove Fe3+ ions from contaminated water. The adsorbent
was tested by varying the pH and contact time. This adsorbent
showed maximal adsorption capacity at a pH of 2.5, which was
around 20.66 mg g−1. The present study revealed adsorption
capacities of 277.008, 254.453, and 258.398 mg g−1 for Cu(II),
Pb(II), and Zn(II) ions, respectively. The presented work has
benefits over other adsorbents such as low cost, high
adsorption capacity, and reusability.
Stability and Reusability Tests. The use of adsorbents in

practical applications is dependent on their capacity for
recycling. Data on the effectiveness of CoFe2O4@SiO2−NH2
in removing Cu(II), Pb(II), and Zn(II) ions during five
successive recycling operations can be found in Figure 15. The
initial cycle shows a Cu(II) ion adsorption removal
effectiveness of about 89%. With each succeeding cycle, its
efficiency, however, declines until it reaches 76% in the fifth
cycle. Similar to Pb(II) and Zn(II), the first cycle shows an
approximately 93 and 86% efficacy that gradually decreases to
81 and 76%, respectively, after the fifth adsorption cycle. These
results show that this adsorbent has good adsorption
effectiveness and can be used for a number of cycles without
losing sufficient adsorption capacity.
FTIR and SEM characterization of the spent adsorbents was

performed to determine their stability after multiple adsorption
cycles. FTIR spectra of pristine and amino-functionalized
adsorbents after five adsorption cycles are reported in Figure
16. It was observed that a slightly rough FTIR pattern was
obtained after the absorption due to the attachment and
deattachment of metallic ions from the surface of the
adsorbent. However, there were no significant functional
changes in the FTIR patterns of both pristine and function-
alized adsorbents, showing high stability of the adsorbents over
multiple cycles. The magnetic spinel ferrite adsorbents may
undergo morphology changes during prolonged exposure to

Figure 15. Efficiency of the adsorbent for Cu(II), Pb(II), and Zn(II)
ions over five cycles.
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heavy-metal ions. The adsorption capacity of the absorbent
may decrease due to the saturation of active sites on it, which
results in a decrease in the removal efficiency. Therefore, SEM
images of the pristine and functionalized adsorbents were
taken after five cycles to check the changes in the particle size
or agglomeration of the adsorbent particles. Figure 17a shows
the high stability and dispersibility of the pristine adsorbent.
No notable changes in surface morphology were observed
before and after five adsorption cycles. However, some changes
in the morphology of the functionalized adsorbent were
observed at the end of the process, which slightly affected the
regeneration efficiency (Figure 17b). The adsorption efficiency
decreased during multiple cycles. The agglomeration of
particles increased, while the particle size slightly decreased
due to the removal of silica coating and the separation of
functional groups during multiple adsorption cycles. It resulted
in the disintegration of the larger particles, affecting the
recyclability of the adsorbent.

■ CONCLUSIONS
This study produced CoFe2O4 ferrite nanoparticles of spherical
shape through a coprecipitation approach and modified with

silica, followed by amino-functionalization in a simple reaction
process. The successful deposition of silica and amino groups
on the magnetic adsorbent was confirmed by FTIR and UV
analyses. Utilizing VSM analysis, the magnetic characteristics
of the synthesized materials were evaluated. The silica and
amino coatings reduced the saturation magnetization of the
adsorbent. The pristine adsorbent had a saturation magnet-
ization of 75 emu/g, which is reduced to 57 emu/g after
surface modification. The functionalized adsorbent showed
adsorption capacities of 277.008, 254.453, and 258.398 mg/g
for Cu(II), Pb(II), and Zn(II) ions, respectively. The pseudo-
second-order model correctly predicted the kinetics of the
adsorption of all heavy-metal ions onto the synthesized
adsorbents, pointing to a chemical adsorption mechanism.
The Langmuir isotherm model, which is appropriate for the
monolayer adsorption of metallic ions on the surface of the
adsorbent, provided a good match with the adsorption
isotherm. With an amazing removal efficiency, this adsorbent
could be used at least five times with removal efficiencies of
around 77, 81, and 76% for Cu(II), Pb(II), and Zn(II) ions,
respectively. The amino-modified adsorbent showed higher
adsorption efficiency than the pristine one due to the
development of electrostatic attraction between metal ions
and the oppositely charged amino-modified adsorbent. The
pristine adsorbent showed more aggregation among the
nanoparticles due to strong magnetic attraction compared
with the amino-modified adsorbent. By providing a wide
reactive surface area for adsorption applications, the amino
coating decreases the magnetic characteristic and reduces the
aggregation of nanoparticles. The modified adsorbent
produced a large reactive surface area for interacting with
adsorbate ions and, consequently, a high adsorption capacity.
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(30) Viltuzňik, B.; Kosǎk, A.; Zub, Y. L.; Lobnik, A. Removal of
Pb(II) Ions from Aqueous Systems Using Thiol-Functionalized
Cobalt-Ferrite Magnetic Nanoparticles. J. Sol-Gel Sci. Technol. 2013,
68, 365−373.
(31) Houshiar, M.; Zebhi, F.; Razi, Z. J.; Alidoust, A.; Askari, Z.
Synthesis of Cobalt Ferrite (CoFe2O4) Nanoparticles Using
Combustion, Coprecipitation, and Precipitation Methods: A
Comparison Study of Size, Structural, and Magnetic Properties. J.
Magn. Magn. Mater. 2014, 371, 43−48.
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